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INTRODUCTION. 


This repoi t shows the important place which the 
tobacco Cl op holds m Indian agnculture and indicates 
how returns to tobacco groweis can be increased by 
reducing the costs of distribution at vanous stages from 
the field to the consumei oi manufactuier At present 
the share of the consumeis* oi manufacturers’ price 
obtained b} the giowei is sniall^ being only 10 annas in 
tho inipce in the case of the intemal tiade and in respect of 
tobacco leat espoited to the United Kingdom the grower 
gets onlj . bout 6 annas in the rupee paid by the buyers 
for stnpned leaf 

Few people know that India produces about one- 
fourth of the world’s tobacco and that it is the leading 
cash crop of the cultivators m man} paits of the country 
Still fewei are aware that India pioduces high quality 
cigaiette tobacco and that many well known brands of 
cigaiette aie manufacturea m India for which large 
quantities of locally giown tobacco are used In view of 
the general lack of knowledge and the absence hitherto 
of published information on the subject this report is 
somewhat moie eomprehensire and voluminous than 
others of the marketing survey senes so far issued This 
seems to be justified bv the range and complexity of the 
mateml 

The leport sets out in detail how better prices can 
be seemed for gioweis bv economies in distribution, by 
the production of lugh quality tobacco, — pnees of 
which show an upwaid tendency, — bv establishing re- 
gulated and open maikcts in the mam producing areas, 
bv the reduction and legidation of market charges — 
which are m many cases scandalously high — and by tiie 
adoption of uniform standard quahty grades 

It IS clear from the report that there is ample scope 
for extendmg the mternal and external trade m hi^ 

LlICXR 



quality leaf It is evident, liowcvei, that furthei ex- 
pansion ot the pioductioii and hade vill depend on 
manitaming and impioimg; the quahtj of Indian 
tobacco The leport sliox^s ho^\ this can be done * 


Thanks and acknowledgments aie due to a large 
nimiber of glowers, tiaders, manufactuiers and others 
for then kind assistance in making this rcpoit possible 
by fieely giving then time and friendly co opeiation to 
the marketing staffs throughout the countiy 


Hots — The Goiernment of India should not be regrarded as 
asbunutig responsibility for all or any of the material eontamed vn 
this "cport 
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FOR A QUICK GRASP OP THIS REPORT^READ 
THE INTER-CHAPTERS AT PAGES 69, 105, 161, 
189, 227, 253, 875, 299, 317, 350 and 375 
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INDIA’S POSITION IN' THE WORLD TRADE. 


A — HTTEODUCTION. 

Tobacco Is possibly the most democratic lasury and as such is 
“ a neh man’s solace and a poor man’s comfort ” The population, 
rich and poor, of all nations consume tobacco and the tobacco 
industry is one of the fe’w ■which suffered practically no set-back 
during the recent depression period 

Botamcdlly the tobacco plant belongs to the natural order 
Solanaceae -wliieh includes aUo potatoes, bnnjals tomatoes and 
chillies and to the genus \icotiana (named after Jean Nicot 
1530 1600, Agent for the King of France m Portugal wno intro- 
duced tobacco into France) The genus embraces over at least 
35 distinct sp“cies which are mostlj natives of America, although 
a few are indigenous to the Pacific Islands and Australasia They 
consist m the mam of ornamental plants used m sub tropical 
gardening and only two of the species, tie, ^tcoUana rusiva and 
Kicotiana Tabaeum, are commercially important in India where they 
were introduced by the Portugese about the year 1605 

Each of the two specie» contains several varieties. Hoirard 
and Howard m their “ Studies m Indian Tobaccos ” mention six 
varieties of K riwfico and four of A Tahocum, as enumerated by 
Comes US99) and Anastasia (1907) respectively The N. rusfica 
species (see plate facing page 22) is cultivated in India for smok- 
ing (mainly m hookah) and snuff and m Syria, Arabia, Persia, 
Abyssinia, and parts of Europe largely for the manufacture of snuff 
The species N Tabacum (see plate facmg page 23) is, however, 
more important and is the one more widely groTvn throughout the 
world International trade m tobacco and tobacco products consists 
almost wholly of the Aicotiano Ta&acuni species, Ntcotiana rustica 
being, as a rule, consumed locally 

B— WORLD PRODUCTION 

0%er Ihiee fourths of the world’s area under tobacco is con 
centrated ui two continents, America and Asia The following 
figures, extracted from pubhcations of the League of Nations, mdi 
cate the dis+rihution of the tobacco area by continents 
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Worid tobacco acreage 


(Tltoiiaands ) 


— 

1925 26 

1 to 

1929 30 
(Average) 

1933 3+ 

1 

1934 35 

Afncft 

277 

2o2 

277 

Amenca 

2 397 

2 346 

i 2 086 

Asia {excliidmg China) 

2 2‘’6 

2148 

2 215 

Europe (exelnding USSR) 

816 

704 

652 

USSR 

218 

465 

468 

Oceania 

2 

18 

10 

Total (excladiDg China) 

5 936 

6 933 

6 708 


These figures indicate that the world acreage under tobacco de- 
clined during the depression penod the decline being almost wholly 
due tu >1 reduced acreage m America end Europe (excluding 
Russia) I he area in Africa and Asia has been practically con 
btaut during recent >ears but in Russia the acreage has more than 
doubled tself 

Acemate data for area and production m China are not avail 
able hilt the estimates made by the League of Nations indicate the 
follouirg position which is still highly conjectural 

Area and production of tobacco tn China 


Year 

Ares (in thosaaoda 
of seres) 

Production (in 
milliona of Ib ) 

1933 

1305 

1 3S9 

1934 

1292 

1 327 

1935 

1 353 

1 393 

1936 

1343 

1404 


into- }}>& ares !s Cbiss ti? warid acreage 

under tobacco m 1934 3» therefore comes to 7 million acres 
Appendix I shows the distribution of the world s tobacco area 
among the piincipal countries 

It IS eiident that half the area under tobacco m the world (ex 
eluding Cluii) IS concentrated m two countries the United States 
of America with about 28 per cent of the total, and India and 
Burma -with more than 23 per cent The other important coun 
tries are the Dutch East Indies USSR Brazil, Greece, Phili 
ppines Turkey and Cuba Among the Empire countries apart 
from India Canada Ehodesia and Nyasaland are the most import 
ant 
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It may be observed that thofngh the area under tobacco m the 
■world (esclndmc China) declined considerably m 1934-35, the 
avera^ area for the depression period, 1930^1 to 1934-35, was 
still higher by about two hundred tiiou'and acres as compared with 
the pre-deprO'Sion quinquennial (1925 2G to 1929-30) average 
area Smc*' l*^35-36 the trend m world's tobacco area appears to 
be on the n-e and it may be generallr stated that since the begin- 
ninc of the ,n®'ent century, the world production trade and con 
sumption 'if tobacco have risen rapidly As the Imperial Econo- 
mic Committee e'timated, “ For the years 1909 to 1913 the average 
annual vork! production of leaf excluding China and India, was 
es+uaatecl at 2 oH million lb For the years 1920 to 1922 this 
average vas placed at i6T3 mtllion lb and m 1926 it is computed 
that 3,415 million lb of tobacco leaf were harvested ” The eorres 
pondmg estimate of world production in 193o 36 was 5,000 million lb 
excluding China and 6,393 million lb melodin? China 

ippeudLv II gives th“ prodnction of tobacco m the principal 
donntries of the world from which it will be ob«“rved that the aver 
age total quantity produced m India and Burma dunng the five years 
ending 1934.3o amounted to 1 378 million lb which was somewhat 
higher than the amount produced m the United States of America 
and represented 2o per cent of the total world production excluding 
Chma 

Xonnallv the United States of America stand first among the 
tobacco iirodncmg countries of the world excluding China with 
India f'* 14 cVe «econd Bot since 1932 33 the production of 
tobacco in iuJia has exceeded that m the Lnited States In making 
this comp nson however it may be noted that unlike other coun- 
tries the figure of production in India includes not onlv leaf and 
Stems of the leaf but al-o sometimes the whole stalk or part of the 
stalk of the plant which is consumed along •with leaf m certain 
iiul’genous tvpes of consumption The international trade in on 
manufactured tobacco is almost wholly in leaf and as such the figures 
of production m India are likelv to gue a somewhat misleadmg 
impression about the volume of Indian production to those accus- 
tomed to think of unmanufactured tobacco m terms of leaf* onlv 
C — IKTEENATIONAL TRADE 

Thojcl Irdia now competes mth the lnited States of America 
for the first place among the tobacco producing countneb of the 
world her prodnction is almost entireli us'^d for home consumption 
the averace annual exports from the countrv bemg onlv about 2 per 
cent of the total pi^uction Most of the production in Chini. 
and Rossid and about thre" fourths of the prodo tiou m Brazil is 
also consumed loeallv China was in fact one of the larce-*^ importers 
of tobacco till 1932 

Of the total production m the world mcladmg China onlv 
about one fifth enters international trade Appendix III shows 

*To the tobacco trade generatlT “Leaf ceaiLS l.i i yrnt'fl aai 'teTH, 
“ Strips ’ implr bimina without «tem or bntt the lower portion of the 

mid nb) 
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the exports of tobacco from the principal countries of the -vrorld 
From thi^ it will be *^a that in spite of the huge production, ex 
ports from Inlia and Burma come to Jess t^n 3 per cent of tie 
world s exports The TJnited States o! America hold a dominat 
mg positio i m the world s export trade m unmanufactured 
tobacco and on an average account for about 46 per cent of the 
world total Dutch East Indies and Greece together provide a 
little over 22 per cent of the world s total exports while Turkev 
accomits for about o per cent The Imperial Economic Commit 
tee estimates that altogether the exports from Empire countries 
m 19o4 fimouiited to about 6 per cent of the world total 

The (Lrection of these exports is mainlv towards Europe Dur 
mt» 1937 over 70 per cent of the exports from the L S A almost 
all the exports from \eiherlands E Indies B*’ per cent from 
Greece and 4S per cent from India were absorbed by countries m 
Europe the Lmted Kingdom bein» the brgest sin'^le purchaser of 
the unmanufactured tobacco entermg ihe international trade 
o4 0 per cent and 46 4 per cent of Ihe unmanufactared tobacco 
exported from the C S A m 193? and 193< respectivelv was shipped 
to the Lmted Kingdom Appendix III gives the imports of un 
manufactured tobacco in the principal importing countries of the 
world 

The thief importing countries it wiU be observed, are the 
Lmted Kmga m. Oerman\ t ranee and China Of these the 
Lmtel Kingdom is the ‘•nlv countrv where the trend of imports 
of unm nufa ared tobacco is cn the rue eien when compared 
with the lui] oil during the pre-depre»»ion period Till 193^ China 
was eoTi'ideri’d to be the third largest importing countrv but from 
that Tear her imports rapidlv declined In 19^o and 1936 she is 
reported to have imported onlv 16 millioo lb and 2o million lb of 
umuaunfaeCuted t bacco leaf respectivelv almost whoUv from the 
United States of Amenca In addition she is reported to have 
imported about 10 millioa lb of tobacco stalL> and stems for use m 
the manufacture of cheap cigarettes in each of the two ^ears 193o 36 
and 1936-37 on account of the hi"h price of American Virginia 
tobacco The following figures compare the imports m the principal 
countries during the depre ion period with those of the pre 
depression time 

Annual oteraoe imports 

^Sfillinw n-a ) 


Importing country ^ 

Pre-de- 

pccssum 

( 1920-29) 

Depres-ion 

<1930 34) 

193} 

I93S 

United Kjngdom j 

203 

211 

252 

9 I 

Gemumy j 

21S 

IS3 

192 . 

192 

China ' 

lOS 

1 too 

J8 1 

2o 


9* 

! lot 

'5 1 

66 

U S.A 

8 . 

83 

^ 1 

90 

bethe Usds w 1 

-0 

71 

1 « 1 

62 
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These figures indicate a fall m the average imports in Germany 
and Cbma as agamst a nse m United Kingdom, France, USA. 
and Netherlands The rise in imports in the last two countries is 
small The inTease in the average imports into France during the 
depression period was very largely due to the large quantity of 
tobacco unpored m 1930 From that year onwards there has 
been a deelme m the imports and m 1936 France imported only 
66 million lb Part of this decline was due to rise of production 
ot tobacco in France from 69 milbon lb m 1930 31 87 million 

Ib m 1934-35 In the United Kingdom the imports have risen 
from 237 million lb in 1830 to 271 million lb in 1936 Apart 
from the general economic depression prevailing in Central Europe 
the fall of imports into Germany appeal^ to be largely due to an 
increase in the German production of tobacco from 46 million lb 
in 1930-31 to 75 million lb m 193o 36 The sudden fall of imports 
into China has resnlted primarily from a rapid increase in recent 
years in the domestic production of Virginia tobacco that is being 
used in place of imported leaf from the United States The produc 
tion of Virginia flue cured tobacco m China in 1937 was estimated 
at about 220 million lb as agamst about 180 million lb m 1933 and 
1936 and only 3 to 4 million lb m 1925 The utilisation of carry 
over fitocis that are not being replaced by fresh imports also con 
tnbuted to the deelme m imports The quabty of the locally pro 
dneed flue cured leaf is however reported to be mferior to American 
leaf m that it has less oil contents and lacks m testure and aroma 
It has however a bright colour and burns well Production has 
been encouraged by mcreased duties on American imported leaf and 
an increase m the tas on cigarettes which has forced the manufac 
turers to use the cheap Chinese leaf m preference to the expensive 
imported leaf 

India IS not a largo importer of unmanufactured tobacco Dur 
mg P*30 31 to 1934-30 her aierage annual imports including those 
of Burma by sea were onlv 3 3 million lb consisting almost wholly 
of American tobacco imported from the United Kingdom and the 
USA In 193o 36 these imports ol unmanufactured tobacco fell 
to 1 9 million lb but m 1936 37 thev rose again to 3 3 million lb 
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CHAPTER I— SUPPLY 
A — Indian Supplies 

(1) IlIPORTANCa: OP THE CROP 

Less than 150 years ago tobacco was comparatively unknown in 
India’s commerce The first direct reference to tobacco in this 
country is associated with certain Portugese missionaries who mtro 
duced the plant and a knowledge of its properties 

Tobacco was first suctessfullj grown for commercial purposes 
m Gujent in Bombay and appears to have been grown throughout 
th‘“ Deccan for about a century before being earned to the rest of 
India As in other parts of the world tobacco passed through a 
penod of persecution and its ultimate complete distribution through 
out India is onlj another example of the ready way in which profit 
able new crops or appliances are absorbed into the agncultural and 
social eeouomj in this country 

Tobacco IS one of the important cash crops of Indian agneulture 
although it forms on an average onlv about 04 per cent of the total 
sown area in Biitish India The following statement shows the figures 
of area and production as published and hypothetical value of the 
tobacco crop dinng the past ten years 


Area, production and tahie of tobacco crop m India and Burma 


Fenod 

Ama* 

(Thousand acres ) 

Production* 
(Tbou^rd tons ) 

\aket 

(Crores ofRupeos ) 


M,. 

Bu™. 

..d» 

^ Burma 

1 lids 

B.,„. 

1925 26 

1 191 

! 86 

271 





1 117 

101 

354 





1 167 

118 

oSO 





1 194 

114 

548 





1 200 

117 

577 

52 

31 90 

2 OS 

Average of 6 

1 174 

107 

460 

48 

25 87 

3 29 

1930 31 

1 146 

111 

524 





1 19“’ 

87 

584 





1 163 

88 

577 





1 124 

103 

516 





1 308 

102 

639 

45 

18 81 

0 63 

Average of 5 

1 187 

98 

569 

43 

17 "1 

0 3 


* Sor Tf — Estimates of Area and Yield of Pnacipal Crops m India 
tlhe estimates of Take are roieh approx mations based on lanc't prices of 
tobacco These figures are henrerer hi^j conjectural in view of tho fact that the 
published figures of area production and harvest pncea arc not complete and accurate 
as will be discussed laW 



[Facing page 6. 
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It will be seen that in India, wMe the area increased by little 
over 1 per cent m the second quinqneniijnm the production increased 
by over 23 per cent , but the Talae ot the crop declined by about 30 
per cent The sadden increase m production and value of the crop 
in 1927 28 was almost entirelv due to addition of statistics for certain 
areas for which no figured were available prior to that \ear 

In Burma, the area declined by about 9 per cent and production 
bj 10 per cent during the fi'e years ending 1934 So, as compared 
wnth trie pre-\nous quinquennium The fall m the ^alue of the crop 
however, was c-onsiderably greater being about 63 per cent 

f2) Abea 

(a' Total — The figures for the >ears after 1934 3o will be dis- 
cus ed latei but it mav be pointed out here that the statistics of area 
and production for India given m the foregoing table are not com 
plete and iccurite m that thev do not include the acreage and yield 
in all the provinces and Indian States and that the production figures 
for certain iieas are not correctly recorded as will be explained 
latei The tables given in Appendices Inos IV and V show more 
correctlv the position of area and production in the different Indian 
provinces and Indian States 

Figures for Burma arc recorded separately 
The total area under tobacco in Indio based on tbe average” of 
the seasons 1929 30 to 193o 36 is 1 3o0000 acres The share of each 
of the important provinces and States is given in the following 
table 


Iterate area under tobacco 


(Average of 1929 30 to 1935 36) 


— 

Thoosand ' 

Percentage of 
total area m 
Bntish India 

Percentage 
of alt Ind a 

BrU^sh Indta — 




Bengal 

293 1 

27 8 

21 7 

Bibar and Onssa 

142 

13 8 

10 C 

Bombay 

151 

14 3 ' 

11 ^ 

Stadras 

«»64 

2o 0 

19 5 

Punjab 

71 

67 

1 ^ ^ 

United Provinces 

84 

' 8 0 

6 2 

Other ProTTiicea 

1 

4G 

4 4 

\ 3 4 

Total Bntish Provinwa | 

1 Oal 1 

100 0 

77 8 
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Average area «nrf«r tobacco 


(Average of 1929 30 to 1935 36) 


— 

Thousand | 

percentage of 
total area la 

1 Indian States 

Percentage 
. of all Ind a 
j acreage 

Ind%an SlaUt — 

1 



Bsroda 

1 

15 1 

3 3 

Cooch Behar 

S4 

18 1 

4 0 

Deccan States and Kolhapur 

51 

17 0 1 

3 8 

htizan a Dominions 

78 

26 1 

5 8 

Mjeore 


S 0 

1 8 

Other States 

1 " 

15 7 

3 0 

Total Indian States 

m 

( 100 0 

1 22 2 

Total Ind a 

1 350 

1 

100 0 

Bnnsa 

10 

1 



It be obsmed from tbe foregoing table that about 78 per 
cent of tie tobacco in India is found lo British India and the rest 
in Indian States Four pronnces itz Bengal Bihar Bombay 
and Madras account for a little over four fifths of the toti 
area m Brinsli India and over three fifths of the all India area 
Bengal la the leading province and contains almost 22 per cent of 
the total tobacco acreage in India- This is followed by Madras with 
19 5 per cent Bombay 112 per cent Bihar and Orissa 10 6 per 
cent and the Punjab and the United Provinces nith o2 and 6 2 
per cent ot the Indian total respectively 

Although Bengal contains over a fifth of the total area m 
India the ciop forms oalv about 1 per cent of the sown area in 
the province The proportion is only 0 6 per cent in Madras 0 4 per 
cent in Bombay and 0 5 per cent in Bihar and Orissa 

The aiersge area m Induin States is 299 OOQ acres a little over 
a fifth of the total in India The largest ""producers are Nizam's 
Dominions Deccan States and Kolhapur Gooch Behar and Baroda 
which together account for over three fourths of the tobacco acreage 
in Indian States and about 17 per cent of the all India area 

(b) Areas of concentration — It will be observed from the map 
facing page 7 that the tobacco acreage is not uniformlj distn 
buted but is concentrated m certain areas which form distinct 
tobacco growing centres of considerable commercial importance 
There are five zones of concentrated production which together con 





tarn 797,000 acres or about 55 per cent of the total tobacco area in 
India m 1934 35 

(1) }iOrth Bengal area comprises the districts of Kangpur, Jal- 
pdiguri and Dmajpur of Bengal aloi^ with Cooch Behar State 
This zone includes nearly four fifths of the tobacco area in Bengal 
and in 1'^34-3 t the total aerei^e was 292000, which represented about 
four fifths of the area in Bengal and Cooch Behar and one fifth of 
the total area in India 

(2) The Charotar {Gxiierat) area comprises three iahtkas, Anand, 
Borsad and Nadiad of Kaira district of Bombay and also two falukas, 
Petlad and Bhadran of Baroda State This area represents 50 
per cent of the total tobacco acreage m the Presidency (including 
Baroda Ivoihapur and other Decean States), and 10 per cent of 
the total <iiea m India In 1934 35 the acreage amounted to 146 000 

(3) ^tpant area includes Belgaiun and Satara districts of Bombay 
along with Kolhapur SangU and Miraj States The area accounts 
for nearly 44 per cent of the tobacco acreage of the Presidencv (in- 
cluding Baroda, Ko’hapur and other Deccan States) and 8 8 per cent 
of the total area in India In 1934 3o the acreage was 128 000 

(4 (j iniur area m 1934-35 amounted to 120000 acres or 82 
per cent o^ the total area in India This important cigarette leaf 
producing trei consists of a strip about io miles wide along the 
coast in the Guntur district of lladras origmalir confined to south 
of Kistna n\er but now estendmg northwards of this point The 
area under Virginia tobacco m Guntur district has been rapidly 
increa<!mg and is expected to establish a fresh record during the 
current vear (1938 39) Over half the present total production of 
tobacco m Madras Presidency is concentrated m Guntur district 

(o' ^ ( rih Bihar {Ttrkut) area comprises the districts of Purnea, 
Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga m Bihar This includes o\er So per 
cent ot the tobacco area in the pronnee and more than 74 per cent 
of the total area m India In 1934 3o the acreage amoimted to 
111 000 

Ozher ilt>tncts — Among other districts in Bengal, ilymensingh 
and Dacca arc important and tosetber grow about 2o 000 acres 

In iladras, Vizagapatam district is next in importance to Gimtur 
and has an a^e^age area of 52000 acres Coimbatore with 31,000 
acres East and West Godavari 21,000 acres and Jladura district 
with fc 700 dcies come next The districts of Kurnool and Kistna 
grov about 7 000 acres each With the exception of the Nilgiris 
Malabar and Chmgleput which grow practically no tobacco, other 
districts in Madras bace from 1000 to 4 000 acres each the more 
import mt being Salem, Trichmopoly, Hamnad, Ganjam and Xorth 
Ar'-ot 

In Bxhar, Monghyr district and in Onssa, Cuttack district are 
important each of them growing about 6 000 acres The Korapul 
district of the newly formed Onssa province has 23 000 acres 
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but since that year, the area has declined due chiefly to the loss of 
the export trade from Burma 

Complete figures prior to 1928 29, are not available for Indian 
Slates Baroda sho^vs an tipivard trend The highest recorded 
area uas 59,000 acres in 1934 35 The average during the pre- 
depression period (5 years en ding 1928 29) was 30 000 acres which 
rose to 45 POO acres during the se^en years ending 1935-36 In 
Nizam’s Dominions and Mysore the trend of area under tobacco is 
definitely downwards During recent years the area m Nizam’s 
Dominions reached ita maximum of 201,000 acres in 1921 22 and 
1922 23 since when there has been almost a continuous decline In 
Mysore the average area during the 5 years ending 1928 29 was 27,000 
acres which declined to 24 000 acres during the period of seven 
years 1929 30 to 193 d 36 During the next few years, however, the 
area is expected to rise owing to the organisation of the Mysore 
Tobacco Company, Ltd In Cooeh Behar State the trend of area is 
on the rise during the past seven years while during the same period 
the area m Deccan States and Kolhapur has ranged from 50 000 to 
52,000 acres 

■\\ nil regard to individual pro\inees in British India the follow 
mg figures indicate the trend of area under tobacco in the four 
important provinces ^ 


Trend of area under tobacco in important provinces 


1 

1 

Bcngaht 


tBiher and Otusa. | 

Eombsy | 

Mndru. 

i 

Fcnoit. 1 

' I 

1 

+1 


I 

•| 

it 

II 
? & 

& 

Area (thousand ncm) 

I& 

IS 1 

8 P. 

& 

1 

1 

1 

■5 

+1 

S b 

It 

fttvwiT »Tcrage (5 
fcars cniling 1913 
19U) 

Post-war arerage (5 
TTiirs ending IS’S 

318 

1 



113 


1 

•93 

i 


2C5 


1924) 1 

t "97 






213 

+3 9 

Pre-depresDon aver 
»ae {5 years end 
ing 1923 29) 

290 


4 

13n 

-fls 4 

*128 

-fl4 5 

254 

+ 19 2 











ending 1935-33 

293 

1 +'«i 

142 

+5 2 

151 

+19 8 

"64 

+3 9 


* loclndn^ Sind 

fAs in the case of other rrops, the areas nnder tobacco la Bengal aad 
Bihar are mach less accnratelj known than in other parts of British loHu 
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Bengal thus shous a downward trend During the past 25 years 
the highest recorded area was 342 000 acres m 1919 20 In 1933 34 
owing mainlj to the loss of export trade with foreign countries 
the acJCdge was onh 2S6000 acres which rose to 308 OW acres and 
307 000 acres in 1934 35 and 193 d 36 respectuely due mainly to the 
jute restriction campaign 

In Siliar and Ortssa the trend H on the rise In 1933 34 and 
1934 35 hovel er there was a sndden fall probably due to the m 
creasing acreage of sugarcane as would appear from the follomng 
figures relating to the three tobacco producing districts of Bihar — 
liluzaffarpur Darhhanga and Purnea — which together contribute over 
80 per cent of the tobacco acreage m the proimce 

Area under tolacco and sugarcane tn Muzzaffarpur Darhhanga and 
Pttmea 
(Acm) 



Totaceo 1 

Sugsrcaae 

1932 3 

)3a000 1 

32 200 

1933 34 

114300 

129 900 

1934 8a 

111 100 

18’ 700 


There was subseqaentlj a rise in the tobacco area in 1935 86 
It may howeyer be stated that much of the rise in the reported sugar 
cane area in 1933 34 was due to a correction of accumulated errors 
as a result of a special survey of the sugarcane area in North Bihar 

The aiea under tobacco m the Bombay Presidency has increas 
ed faster than m other Provinces The average area during the 
seien lears ending 1935 36 was over 64 per cent higher than the 
pre war >•= age acreage There has heen -i steady increase during 
the last 35 vears or more During the first quinquennium of this 
century the annual average area in this province was only 70 000 
ai.res so that the area under tobacco has more than doubled itself 
during the past 36 years Almost the whole of this merease took 
piaee in the two tobacco zones of the pros ince the Charotar (Gujerat) 
area and the Nipani area 

In the Madras Presidency the area has risen by about 30 per 
cent over the pre war average The extent of the crop in the Guntur 
district nliith is the most important and largest tobacco producing 
district greatly influences the total Madras crop Tobacco being a 
relativelj ’ rofitable crop fliere is a pronounced tendency among the 
farmers in Guntur district to grow as much tobacco as possible in 
many cases even without rotation The area in this district has 
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risen from 70 000 acres m 1925 26 to 134,000 acres in 1935 36, a 
rise of 01 er 91 per cent During 1934-30 the area under tobacco 
m the proMree rose bv 44 000 acres o\er the previous year and of 
this increase, Guntur district alone claimed 25,000 acres In 1935 
36 the toba'’co acreage in the province declined to 250,000 acres from 

292.000 acres in the previous year, but the area in Guntur rose to 

134.000 acres m 1935 36 from 120,000 acres in 1934-35 

in the Punjab, the movement of tobacco area from year to year 
IS erratic, hnt there is a slow upward trend The pre war average 
acieage was 59 000 acres which rose to 71,000 acres during the seven 
years ending 193o 36, a rise of 20 per cent The highest area re- 
corded durmg the past 30 years was 90,000 acres in 1921 22 

The I7«dcd Provinces showed a decline during the 10 years end 
mg 1928 29, as compared with the pre war average acreage under 
tobacco There has been however a sbght improvement during the 
seven sears ending 193o36 though the movement is irregular The 
prf' war average area was 87 000 acres while the average for the 
seien years ending 1935 36 was only 84 000 acres a fall of a Iittl© 
01 er 3 4 per cent 

(3) PaoDDcnos 

(a) Method of csOmation— Figures of area under tobacco in 
diff“rent pronnees m India Burma and a few of the Indian States 
are avdiJabl" for the past several rears, but estimates of outturn of 
tobacco i\ere onJv published m the year 1926 27 as a result of recoin 
mendition ol a meeting of the Board of Agnculhire held in Decern 
her 1926 at Pusa In estimatmg the production of any crop three 
factors are considered important, tiz , area, standard or normal vield 
per acre and percentage relation of the annual crop yield to the 
standard or normal yield per acre and the figure of total production 
of anv crop is arrived at by using the following equation — 

„ , , . - ^ Normal yield X per cent of normal 

Prodaction = Area X Jqq 

The figures of area are collected bv petty revenue ofBcials (call 
ed by different names m different provmces lihe Talati, Patuan, 
Tapedar, etc ) m the temporarily 'Jettled areas and reasonable 
esT'iiiiafes of acreage under tofiacco are avaifafil'e for all' the provmces 
except Bengel Bibar and a small part of Jladras and Indian States 
where thu> avstem is in vogue In Bengal Bihar and a small part 
of Northern Aladras, the land is permanentlv settled and estimates 
ot area are obtained hy district officers through the agenev of police 
or circle officers and as a result the figures of area in the perma 
nentlv settled tracts are worse than th<«e m the temporarily settled 
areas 

The standard normal yield is defined as “ the average yield on 
average soil m a year of average character ” To test the accuracy 
of this standard yield the ^stem of crop cuttmg experiments is m 
'force in some provinces while m a few others no crop cutting experi 
ments appear to have been ever conducted for tobacco 
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In Bengal standard yield is taken, to mean the average of crop 
Cutting experiments made during a quinquennium by officers of -Agri 
cultural Department The a\er^e yidd thus atrited at becomes 
applicable during the next fite jears as the basis for estimating the 
annual production The estimates of percentage relation of the 
annual tobacco crop to the average or normal are made by district 
authoritie-. 

Ip homhaij the formulae for normal yield of several crops were 
armed at h\ a committee of snrtey experts m 1884 These for 
rauH are 1 nown as Taluhawar crop formulas ’ and are used even 
now for calculating the annual yield of several crops including 
tobacc) bj faling into considerition the total area under any par 
ticular crop and the onnauan valuation of that crop It is not 
exactly t no vn how the original formulas were vvotked out, but the 
accuracy (f estimates of production of tobacco based and published 
on d ruiula devised over oO years ago can be easily imagined For 
some time past the authorities in the province have realised that the 
figures of production of tobacco based on the 1884 forraultB are far 
too 1 igh It IS more than likely that the 1884 figures represent the 
yield of undried green leaf and not the dried produce usually 
marketed In 1927 28 a number of crop tests on tobacco were taken 
bv the ]nt)v ncial department of agriculture to arrive at a more cor 
rect estimate ot standard normal yield but the results obtained were 
thought to be rather low and since then no further attempta appear 
to hivo been made to revise the 1884 figures During the course 
o£ Liiquines on marketing it was observed that figures of actual pro 
duction of tobacco in Combay were far lower than those published on 
the basis of the lbS4 formula and further enquiries elicited that the 
publiv'iad figures are over three times the actual production as can 
be seen f^'orn the following figures 


Bstmaie^ if production of farm cured tobacco in tAe Bombay Presi- 
dency, excluding Sxnd 
(Tons) 


Year j 

Published 
cstimatca based on 
ISat formula 

Eatimates made 
dutug Marketing 
Eat^uiry 

1030 31 

104 017 

34 815 

1031 32 

141 360 

46 800 

193^ 33 

113 169 

39 030 

1933 34 

106 073 

33461 

1034 35 

144 997 

48 345 

193.> 36 

150 557 

49 g31 


The standard normal yield of tobacco m Madras is 1 190 lb 
per acre fixed m 1919 and never revised since then Conditions of 
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production clmnge from jear to ■\ear and it is therefore ob%nous that 
any figure the estimate of production based on a standard fixed 
about 19 ^ears ago has to be treated with caution For example, the 
standard yield fixed for Guntur district is 1 000 lb per acre "When 
this ‘Stan lard was fixed there was not a single acre under ^ irginia 
tobacco m Guntur district Of the present area of o\er 120 000 
acres under tobacco m Gunivr district two-thirds is under Virginia 
which Melds on an average about 7o0 lb of raw leaf or about 
400 to oOO lb of proces'^ed leaf per acre, the remaining being undei 
country tobacco yielding about 1200 lb of raw tobacco Before 
this tobacco IS offered for sale to manufacturers of cigarettes 
and cJierfoti losses in ueigbt occur on account of dnage stripping 
and stLiimiii" Such losses aic estimated at 3o per cent m the 
case of Mr^-iuia am) 40 pei tent foi countn tobacco Similar is 
the ease mtlj legaid to olhei districts. 3 j per cent for Ganjam 
Yizagapatam and Godawan districts and 10 per cent for the remain 
lug districts except Ifadura Rauiuad and Tmnecelh have to be 
deducted from the puhlisl\ed yield figures to arris e at the weight 
of cured leaf actuallj produced Making allowances for these losses 
in weight It is found that the total production of cured tobacco m 
the Madras Presidency is much lower than the publislied figure, 
eg,- 


F^hmott« of production of farm cuied tohano tn Madras 

(TboQsaod tons; 


tear 

1 

1 PublishArl 

1 

Estimaled actual 
prodULtoioa of 
cured leaf 

1930 31 

1 

1 132 

101 

1931 32 

' 142 

119 

193‘’ 33 

138 

11-. 

1933-34 

1 1>9 

107 

1934 3o 

lo3 

1‘8 

1935 36 

13 

U6 


In Bihar the proposal of fixing the standard normal yield lor 
tobacco can e up m 1892 and was fixed m 1906 at half a ton 

per acre for the wliole of Bihar and Onssa on the basis of the average 
jneld then iirevailmg m onK two districts Darbhanga and Aluzaffar 
pur The important district of Pumea appears to have been left 
out and tliere has been no revsion ot the standard normal yield 
figure during the past 32 \eats The annual production is caleulat 
ed taking into account the area the standard normal yield and per 
centage to normal yield of the crop each year 
LIICJB 
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Xo ^tanilird pcld figures have jet been prepared for the N -TV. 
F r. and the production figures which have not been worked out 
hitherto are estimated as below, taking into account the area under 
tohact 0 and the average J^eld per acre 

E'^tunatc of production of farm cured tobacco in ike A TT F P. 

Tona 


iq30-3I 
1931 32 

1932- 33 

1933- 34 

1934- 33 
1930-36 


12 000 
14.000 
8 000 
6 000 
15 000 
1B.000 


Ti’mC'. of standard normal vield for Sind do not appear to be 
aiadible possihlj- they were never worked out The Provincial 
Department of Agriculture reports that the average yield may be 
taken at 1 646 Ib per acre for the whole pronnce Estimates of 
production m Sind have been 'eparatelv published since 1933 
but the«e published figures are below those collected during the 
course of the marketing survey as can be seen from the follow 
mg — 


F^fmates of production of farm cured tobacco in Sind 

(Tons) 


TeaA 

1 I^bltsb^ 1 

estimates made d<mng 
' tbe coarse of 

Maiteting Enquiry 

1930-31 


5000 

1931 32 


6 000 

1932-33 


5 000 

1933-34 

lOOO 

3,000 

1934-3^ 1 

1000 1 

4,000 

1935-36 

3000 

6,000 


Among the Indian States Hyderabad appears to be the only 
State wb^re figures of standard normal yield were fixed m 1931 
The annual crop is estimated m terms of annas from which the 
annual prt duction is calculated \o standard yield figure for 
Mysori’ has yet been prepared and the published estimates of pro 
duction are based on the mfonnation collected annually by the local 
reionue authorities During the course of marketing survey, how 
e\er it was found that these estimates are far too low and that the 
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S“d “■’■“te-i by the peb 

&<..««(« of prcduch^n of /em loUcco ,n Mysore Slat, 

___ (Tom ) 

leaf Published | EatunateB made dono? 

figure! I tie course of 

~ — I Marketing Enquiry 


Iishfd est-piatea are based on the Sre ’’n™ The pnb 

loeal Revc me OfBcers who rtlemorfTf I supplied hy the 

eonetlions appear to be Mde m thf 1 estimates No 

;«»edt of the final est.matS and ule i^ ‘b' 

' derabl, as ean be eeen frem the loVo^n^'L”' 
rsh nates of nrod„„ ‘ 


Year 

as) 

PobliBhed figures 
"■sed on preluni 
•>"7 forecast 

1 Pigures based on 

1 final estimates 

1930 31 

1931 32 j 

8000 

j 7 000 

103‘> 33 1 

7 000 1 

1 8 000 

1933 34 

8 000 1 

8 000 

1934-35 

5 000 

5000 

1935 38 

4 000 

18 000 

11000 

;; 

13 000 


’‘‘‘‘I ether In In„ ght bitherto been 

“b fipiircs of estimated prodnclion m Smd for 

1931 3o Cooch Debar in noS S PPbhshed siQce 
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Sliraj in the sonth of Bombay Presidency bare tairly large tobacco 
production uhicb bas been estimated Excepting Cochin and Tra 
Tancore uhieb gro-w no tobacco several other States have some area 
under tobacco and similar estimates have been made for Kashmir, 
Patiala and other Punjab States Gwalior, Central India and Kaj 
putana States Gujerat and Western India States, Madras, U P and 
Eastern States etc It is estimated that the figures of area and 
production of tobacco cover about 94 per cent, of the area Under 
Indian States and the survey embodies about 97 per -cent of the 
total area u£ India and Indian States 

In liiinna figures of standard normal yield do not appear to 
nave vet hefn prepared An average yield figure of 990 lb of tobacco 
per acre was fixed bv the Commissioner of Settlements and Land Re 
cords m 1922 and the annual production is bemg estimated on the 
basis of area uiioir tobacco and the avv.rage yield of 990 lb per acre 
from that 'ear Ihere is no annual valuation of the crop on per 
eentage or anna basis 

Annthei important factor m judging the production of tobacco 
m Indn is lint uhile mtematioual trade in unmanufactured tobacco 
consists of leaf alone the internal trade in India very largely con 
sists of leaf and also stalks and stems that are gathered durmg the 
course cf picking and sold as tobacco In parts of the Punjab 
^,orth^^cst Frontier Pronnce Delhi and the U P the whole plants 
are bamsted cured and sold as tobacco In other cases a large 
portion of stem and stalk is picked along with the leaf and sold as 
tobacco ^Vhen the question of the publication of estimates 
of production wa« first taken up the provincial authorities were 
asl ed tc send returns m terms of weight of dn leaf as ordinarily 
marked by tlie cultn ators but the weight of stall s and stems were 
aI«o to be included iii the outturn returns in provinces where the 
stalks and stems have a commercial value Some provinces however, 
where «tilks and stems have got a marl et value supply returns of 
weight of drv leaf alone others include both leaf and stalks and 
«temh P’-inmees like Madras supply figures of theoretical weight 
of dried leaf and not cured leaf as sold bv growers It is there 
fon "ssential to collect figures on a uniform basis and separately 
for farm tiired (a) leaf and (6) stalls and stems if and when these 
are scld as tobacco along mth leaf 

(b) iterage yield per acre {leaf and stalks and stems ) — The 
vicld per acre ohMOusL vanes from province to province and from 
distnct to iLstnct and often from one village to another depending 
on the variety and tvpe grown soil cultivation (irrigated or nn 
irrigated) season and the extent of damage b' frost, pests and 
diseases The average annual vield of raw tobacco in India as pub- 
lished m tne ‘ Quinquennial reports on the average vield per acre 
of principal crops in India ” was 1 179 lb per acre durmg the quin 
quennium endmg 1931 32 as gainst 1 56o lb per acre prevailing 
during the 5 years enamg 1926 27 Similar figures are published 
for Bengal ^ladras Punjab Assam and Delhi These figures might 
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be taken as some index of the fluctuation m yields if provinces are 
not trying gradually to correct errors in the original basis but are not 
quite accurate having been based on faultj standirds and varying 
basis as ixp'amed earlier 

As a lesult of marketing sur\ejs conducted m the several pro 
vmces and States it is estimated that the a-verage yield of tobacco 
during the six years 1930 31 to 1935 36 was 1 030 lb per acre m 
British Ind^a and 707 Ib per acre in Indian States or an average 
of *’159 lb per acre in the whole of India including Indian States 
This average Meld per acre does not however represent the Meld 
of leaf alme as in certain areas the leaf is harvested along with 
stalks nd steins The following statement gives the average jield 
per acre in different Indian provinces and States and Burma and 
the ajiproJimate proportion of stallts and stems included m the 
total 


Averags uuld (f i lu tobacco per acrc'{Averagc of 6 years ending 
1935 3$) 


ProTinco or SWCe 

Yield per acre 

«> 

Percentage 
of steUct 

Bnluh India— ‘ 



Aasan ^ 

IJ20 

20 

Beagal 

986 

25 

Bihar and Onssa 

933 


Bombay 

627 


Central Provinces and B«rsr 

640 

20 

Delhi 

2 240 

33f 

Madras 

964 

1 15 

North West Frontier Province 

2 400 

33i 

Punjab 

[ 920 

60 

Sind 

I 646 

33< 

United Provinces 

' 2 240 

33| 

British India average 

1 030 

I7i 
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A-terage yield of raw tobacco per acre {Aterage of 6 years ending 
1935-36 ) — coDtd 


Province or State 

Aield per acre 

E) 

Percentage 
of stalks 

Induin — 



Baroda 

443 


Gooch Behar 

11 0 

2o 

Hyderabad 

48o 

331 

Mysore 

46 


Other Indian States 

*7 

>1 

Indue States average 

-0" 

20i 

Average for India (mciuding Indian States) 

0o9 

18 

Banna 

S90 



The a\erage annual yield per acre m India is 9o9 lb of which 
16 pet cent or 173 lb consist of the stalk of the plant The yield 
of leaf alone thus comes to 766 lb per acre 


^part trom the soil, «eason and cultiration factors, the yield per 
acre lanes m accordance inth the type grown and irrigation given 
Thus in t-Tuntur district while the per acre vield of. raw Virginia 
c'sarette leaf is about ToO lb * that of C 0 vmtr\ cigarette tobacco is 
about 1 200 lb In the TJ P the hookah and chewing tvpes yield 
about 2 300 lb per acre while the Virginia cigarette and 6idi types 
grown to a small extent vield only 600 — 600 lb and 500 — 700 lb 
per acre respectively In Mysore the vield per acre of btdi type 
15. 640 lb iicr acre of ehewiog" trpe SoO lb %rhile the yield of Virginia 
cigarette leaf is onli about ^00 lb per acre In the Charotar area 
of Bonibav the irrigated crop vields about 1 500 lb of bidi tobacco 
pel acri as agimst ToO lb obtained from an acre of umrrigated 
land In the \ W F P a field irrigated from a well gives about 
2 oOO lb of tobacco leaf and stalL> and stems per acre while if 
the field is irrigated bi canal water the vield obtained is only 
1 640 lb per acre 

(c) Total production — ^The annual averase production of raw 
tobacco during the six rears endii^ 1935 36 was 483 000 tons (1 032 

*It IS reported tliat dunng the past o or 6 years the average vield of 
Virginia flue-cured leaf in Gnntnr has shown a progressive decline and at 
present it is verv nnlihely that the average for the GuntiiT district as a whole 
exceeds 500 Ib of useable leaf per acre 




million Ib ) in British India and 93 000 tons (208 million lb) m 
Indian Stites Thus 83 7 per cent of the production is found m 
Bntish India and the rest m Indian States (see Appendix V)— 
Bengal accounts for 22 3 per cent of the total production Madras 
19 7 per tent the U P 14 2 per cent Bihar and Orissa 10 4 per 
cent Bombay 7 2 per cent and the Punjab 5 2 per cent It may 
be noted that tl ough Bombas has a larger acreage under tobacco 
than either the U P or B and 0 her production is smaller than 
m either <f the t% o latter proMnees because of the loner yield pe^ 
acre Other provinces constitute 4 7 per cent of the total produc 
tion 

The Indian States of Hyderabad Cooeh Bihar Baroda Mysore 
and the Deccan States and Kolhapnr together produce 72 000 tons 
on an average or 12 5 per cent of the average production in India 
and over three fourths of the production in Indian States 

Tl e IV rage annual production in Burma is 44 000 tons or about 
99 million lb 

(d) Prodvction tn concentrated areas — The production of raw 
tobaec in tlie 5 zones of concentrated cultivation m 1934 35 is given 
below 


Name of lone 

ProlnctioD of 
fair tobacco 

Percentage to 
total product on in 
Ind a 

1 ^ortb hengal (Ilangpur Jalpagori 
Bin&iput d stnets and Coach h bar 
State) 

<UiIt on lb ) 

327 0 

2’ t 

2 Charotar (Oujerat) area of Bombay (Kaira 
d strict and Bvroda State) 

84 1 

5 9 

3 Nipaiu area (Belgaum and Satara distncte 
and Kotbapni Sangb and Mira] States) 

1 84 8 

1 

d 

4 Gnntur d str ct (Madras) 

141 8 

0 9 

5 North Bihar {Ttrhit Pur ea Mnzafiar 
pur and Carhhanga distr cts) 

J9 0 

G 9 

Total 

736 7 

51 5 


A little more thon half ilie production of raw tobacco in India 
IS tlius conrentrated m these five zones It may be noted that while 
the North Bengal zone accounted for 20 per cent of the total tobacco 
area m India it produced 22 9 per cent of tbe total production m the 
country Jhe Charotar area on the other hml occupied 10 per 
cent of the total area but it produced only 5 9 per cent of the total 
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Indian tobacco Similar is the case with the other three zones 
These differences between the proportions of area and production 
are due to differences in the estimated yield per acre in the different 
zones Of all tliese o zones, Guntur district is assuming increas- 
ing importance in new of the rapid expansion of cigarette tobacco 
cultivation 

$ 

(4) Qualities axd Types 

(a) Sotantcal types — It is comparatively simple to distinguish 
the two mam cultnated species ttz Aicofinufl rusttca and A icotmnu 
Tdbacum Apart from the fact that the former has a yellow flower 
it IS generally a more robust and densely growing plant than 
N Tdbacum (see plates faemg pages 22 and 23) which has a white 
or pink flower and an elongated comparati\eI> smooth and generally 
pointed leaf as distinct from the thicker somewhat coarse textured 
leaf of A ritshca Which is often as broad as it is long and inclined 
to be rounded at the apex In the cured state the two species mam 
tarn their distmctive characteristics The cured leaf of A rusttca is 
generallv dark (or greenish) brown while that of A Tabacum may 
range to bright lemon in the case of flue-cured Virginia There is a 
noticeable di^erence al«o in the strength of the tobaccos In the case 
of A nistica the nicotine content ranges from three and three quarters 
to over eight per cent while the nicotme content of A Tabacum leaf 
seldom exceeds five and a quarter per cent and mav be as low as half 
of one per cent 

I Although the Howaids ha\e recorded* eases of natural cross 
fertilisation at Pu«a resulting in plants with characteristics infer 
mediate between the two species the fact remain^ that from a botaui 
cal point of view it is an eas\ matter to distinguish the two species 
Bevond that point, however it becomes practicalh impossible to make 
anv clear cut classification br varieties. The types m each species 
form a complete senes in respect of height of plant len^^th of inter 
nodes size, shape and texiure of leaf, etc, so that it is impossible to 
draw clear Imes of distinction There are however verv wide differ 
enees m the tvpes m each ‘-pecies ranging m the case of A rustica 
from the dwarf Acsuari tvpe as grown in the North West Frontier 
Provmce to the medium C^c litya of the Cnited Provinces and the 
Punjab and the tall ilotihati of Bengal 

Similarly m the case of ^ Tdbacum there is a big difference 
between the tall somewhat slender 'Tii^iHia tvpes of Gitnfiir and «;ay, 
the medium bushv like Gcndm of Gujerat 

The multifarious tvpes are known bv local names which mav 
sometimes be that of ar village m the di trict where thev are grown or 
a descriptive name such as Kongumadari (long leaf) Motubatidu 
(thick leaf) Aneliii (Elephant’s ear) Vazltak^appal (like a banana 
leaf) and so on In regard to the nomenclature of the speeies it'^clf 


•Memoirs of the Department of ^gncnltore m India, Vol TIT 
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of the area under rus^tca is concentrated m the United Pro\unces, 
Bihar and Bengal irhile the remainder is distributed over the 2 m W 
F P Punjab Assam and the Indian States in the Punjab Rajputana 
Central India and the United Provinces In pronnces such as Punjab, 
United ProMnces Bihar and Bengal where both the species are grown 
exteiisiM elv there are m general no separate areas for each of the two 
species and the \ Talacvm is groXra in the same districts as N 
rusitca 

(c) Commercial types and desct tphotts — Qualify characteristics 
— Tobacco IS u«ed in manv different ways and certain definite quality 
characteristics are required in the r w and cured tobaccos which 
constitute the Maiious forms in which it is consumed Apart from 
tobacco used for chewing and snoff or in the manufacture of in«ecti 
cides (an industry which is apparenth not carried on m India) the 
mam factors are those associated with smoking quality e g strength 
burning character ash and aroma or flavour In the first instance 
bowel er the tobacco is judged on tbe physical characteristics of the 
cured leaf e g colour texture size of leaf and freedom trom 
blemish 

(0 Colour is an important ebaracteristie and is generally 
tal en as an index of strength It is supposed that the 
darker the colour the stronger the tobacco and tice 
leisa Cigarette leaf langes from bright lemon to 
reddish bro^vn The dark shades are also used in pipe 
and shag tobacco 

For cigars and cheroots the leaf should be light to dark 
brown In the case of bidts orange to light greenish 
brown leaf is preferred although sometimes a proper 
tion of dark brown leaf mav be used to give strength to 
the mixture No special stress is laid on colour for 
hookah and snuff tobaccos and for chewing light leaf 
IS preferred in Bombay dark brown in "Madras and 
the Jaffi I chewing tobiceo imported from Ceylon into 
Tra^aneore is ver\ dark 

fti) Texture — This is also to some extent associated with 
strength It is considered that thick leaf contains 
more nieotme and is stronger than thin leaf 

For cigarettes the leif should be thm fine and silbv like 
a thick handkerchief If it is very thin and papery 
it won t stand cutting The leaf should therefore have 
ome bod\ Similai leaf but of medium thickness and 
pliable is suitable for pipe tobaccos and for use in the 
cheaper form of cigarette 

The wrapper leaf for cigars should be thin pliable with 
sm( oth glossv appearance and the veins should not be 
prominent For a straight cheroot the same type of 
wrapper leaf is required bnt for tbe twisted cherocf a 
leaf of medium thickness is preferable 
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For fiUeris in both cigars and cheroots the leaf may be 
medium to thick For making bidis, leaf which is fairly 
thick but not coar*?e is desirable m order that it may not 
break down to dust when being made into bidi powder 
which consists of pieces about one eighth inch m 
diameter 

When tobacco is uacd for chewing m the leaf form a 
medium texture is preferred but a thick leaf should 
be used when the tobacco is to be made up m a prepared 
form for chewing The leaf used for hookah tobacco 
IS generally thick and coarse 

i.m) iiuc «/ leaf — For the manufacture of cigarettes the leaf 
iiorniallj ranges from 12 — 18 inches long and 6 — 9 
inches wide although smaller lea\es of 6 by 3 inches 
ma\ be used Similar leaf is used m preparing pipe 
^ncl shag tobaccos 

The wrapper leaf of cigars and cheroots should be 9 — ^12 
inches broad and 1 feet or more long but ^or hlltrs the 
size of leaf is unimportant 

For certain types of chewing tobacco large sized leaves 
aic preferred but for the preparation of snuff hookah 
and bidh toba cos size is a relatnely unimportant factor 

(itj Blemih — The presence of diseased patches or damage 
on the leaf is particularly objectionaVe in th“ ta e of 
ciaa ette eigai and cheroot tobai-cos bur relatively 
unimportant in other cases 

(v) Stroigtl IS perhaps the most important factor in smok 
nig quality Cigarette tobacco should be mild or 
neutral with a nicotine content of not more than 2 per 
cent and a quarter and ranging as low as half of one 
pel cent * Pipu and vhag tobaccos are generally a 
little sftonger 

Cigais mav be mild or strong and the leaf used couieins 
generally from 2J— SJ per cent of mcotine although 
111 the ea‘-e of the mild Trichmopolv cigars of Madras 
the nicotine content mav range as low as half per cent 
The corainon twisted cheroot of Madras is however 
much stronger and is made from leaf having a nicotine 
content ranging up to 5^ per cent 
The Burma cheroot may be either mild or strong and 
the nicotine content of the leaf vv^ed ranges from to 
4 per cent in local tvpes up to 4f per cent m some of 
the jail leaf imported from Bengal 
Bidis as a mle are if am thing stronger than cheroots 
with the nicotine content of the leaf ranging from 2\ to 
per cent and m average round about 4 per cent 
The nicotine content of chtfwmg tobacco is much the 

*Tl c figures used tiiTOoghaat th» seetioii are IiaseS oq tlie anal-^sis of 
•oramtrcia] samples of tobveco leaf of H fferent types drawn from yanons parts 
of ladia ADd Boinia 
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same as that used for J)\di* but the leaf used for hookahs 
usually has a nicotine content ranging from 3 to 7 per 
cent 

(i,i) Burning c/iarocter— This must be s1ot\, regular and 
continuous E\eiincss of burning is particularly im 
portant in the ease of cigar leaf 
(vii) Ash — It is important that the a^h should be of a whitish 
colour m the case of good cigarette, cigar, cheroot and 
bidi tobaccos but in the ea^e of hookah tobacco colour 
of ash IS unimportant 

fiiii) 01 flaiovr — This is difficult to define It should, 

howevei, be pleasing and characteristic of the type of 
tobacco In e\ery case the leaf used should be free 
from e5eessl^e pungentj or objectionable — e g , earthy — 
flavours or unusual aromas For example, a “ Turkish ” 
aroma however good would be regarded as objectionable 
m leaf intended for the manufacture of ‘ Virginia ” 
cigarettes 

From what has already been said regarding the characteristics 
of iYicofiona rcbociim and A\»cotian<i rusUca it irill be clear that the 
quality required for cigarette, pipe shag cigar cheroot and bidt 
tobaccos cannot be found m the jticotiana rrtstica species This 
species, therefore, is only suitable for use in the preparation of hookah, 
chewing and snuff tobaccos although a small amount of a ^ ncstica 
variety with a high mcotme content is sometimes used in bufi mix* 
tures to bring the strength up to average 

(d) Fsiiniaies of area and production by different commercial 
types and methods of curing — International trade in tobacco noV? 
consists of leaf of definite types of *\ Tabacum species, but m India 
figures of area and production by different species (A Tabacum and 
‘N rustica) and types (cigarette, cigar, bidi, hookah, chewmg, leaf, 
etc j, are not available, officially or otherwise It is, therefore a 
primary essential to classify the tobacco area and production by 
species and types to help the development of internal as well as ex 
temal trade This would also make it possible to mstitute a market 
news service which is con^icnous by its absence m India’s tobacco 
trade 

As a first step, statistics of estimated production should be col 
lected m respect of the two species A rusfico and A Tabacum and 
the latter may be sub divided mto different types like cigarette, cigar 
and cheroot, bidi, chewing hookah and snuff The cigarette leaf 
maj be farther classified info (o) Virgmia and (b) Desi (Vatu) each 
of which should be sub divided mto (t) flue cured and (u) sun 
cured 

As a result of extensive enquiries made during tlie course of 
marketing surveys, the following estimates based on 1934-35 area 
and prodnction are given for the two species and different types grown 
in India (see Appendices VI and VII) 

527 raipprt u Ibe leaf “S”. tree (,t, page. 
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E&Umated area and produciton of different Ujpes of iolacco tn India 
(including Indian States) 


Species and type 

Area 

Production 

llioiisaad Percent 
acres age 

Thousand 

lb 

Percent 

age 

^ ico<M"a Tabacum 

1 



1 Cigarette Virginia 

41 2 8 

27 173 

1 9 

2 Cigarette countrv 

"0 4 8 

72 668 

5 1 

3 Cigar 

9 0 4 

5 044 

0 3 

4 Cheroot 

120 8 8 

123 986 

8 7 

S Bidt 

■*31 -0 8 

134 245 

9 4 

6 Chewu L 

164 n ’ 

144 055 

10 I 

' Boolab Ciilai i etc 

459 31 1 

436 136 

30 6 

6 Snuff 

21 1 4 

13 ooe 

1 0 

foul 1 

1 116 76 3 

057 213 

6- 0 

SteoltanaruHiM 




1 Hookah 

306 20 9 

410 523 

28 7 







38 906 

2 7 







22 586 

1 6 

Total 

346 23 7 

472 015 

33 0 

Grand Total 

1462 100 0 

1 429 228 

100 0 


A little over three fourths of the area and two-thirds of the 

S'‘;hat^l;“d™.rof™ 

there is intemat.oual demand is 



MAP SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF AREA 
UNDER DIFFERENT TYPES OF TOBACCO IN 
INDIA AND BURMA 
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There is a larger production of country cigarette tobacco for which 
the demand is mostly local, only about 10 to 15 per cent of the crop 
being exported, largelj to Japan The other types are intended very 
largely for internal consumption 

In Bunna, all tobacco produced is of JN Tahacum species, the 
principal t^■pes being cheroot, bidt and chewing The following 
ficTires giye the estimated area and production of thesf* three types 
based on 1934-3o area — 


E^timaiid area and piodticiton of different types of tobacco in Burma, 


Tvpe 1 

j 

1 

j Production 

iThoosand 

1 

1 Percent 

Thousand 1 

i 

1 

Percent 

^ otxiew 

1 




1 Cheiooi 

«4 

4 ■ 

83 IbO 

«2 4 

2 

13 

1 "• 

12 8.0 

1 

3 Chewing 

5 

4 9 1 40o0 

4 9 

' Totil 

102 

100 0 

100 0 0 

100 0 


In yiew of the fact that production figures in Burma are based 
on a flat average ' leld of 990 Ib per acre fixed as early as 1922, the 
estimates of production for the three different types are highly con 
jectural 

“Methods of curing determine to a large extent the quality of 
tobacco leaf, partieularK with recard to colour and texture and 
hence statistics of international trade in unmanufactured tobacco 
speeifv not only the types but also giie information with regard to 
.the mftthnd .nf jxroig’' jyhyiiAcP Stsr Ah? .tfhar.e.j' JpAf Ivflr 

market Information on this point also is completely lacking for any 
part of India or Burma officiallT and othertvise The importance 
of such information can be easily imagined when it is stated that m 
the United Kingdom which is India’s principal market for munanu 
factored tobacco as will be shown later, about 95 per cent of the 
imports from the USA are of Virginia flue-cured tvpe 

Ustimates as well as geographical distribution (see map facing 
page 28) based on 1934 35 figures regarding the area and pr^ 
duction of different t ypes o f tobacco cured by different methods are 
given in Appendices Vlll and IX and the following summary 
indicates the approximate production of the different tvpes cured by 
different methods 
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Estimated production in India of different types of tobacco cured by 
different methods {1934 35) 


(Tltoosandlb ) 



Thus only 2 per cent of the total production is of flue cured typ® 
for which there is an increasing demand in tlie world market The 
production of rack cured tobacco is about one fourth while that of 
ground cured is o% er two thirds of the total 

In Burma all tobaccos intended for till miking and chewing 
are ground cured Out of the total production of 83 160 000 lb of 
cheroot tobacco the estimates for racl euretl ire 24 750 000 lb the 
rest 1 c 58 410 000 Ib being ground cured 

(e) Geographical dtsinbutton of commercial types — (t) CigO' 
rette types — The principal types of cigarette tobacco are the Virginia 
and country {Natu or Best) Adcock and Harrison Special are the 
chief Virginia varieties the latter being by far the most important 
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Adcock was considered to be one of the best cigarette tobaccos of 
the United States ot America and was first introduced into India by 
the Indian Leat Tobacco DeTelopment Co , Ltd , m the Guntur area 
where it was tound to grow well, give a satisfactory yield and cure 
to a good light colour The plant is of medium height with medium 
internodes, leaies sessile, ehptical, smooth, dark green and thin 

The Barrison Special variety was also introduced by the Intaan 
Leaf Tobacco Deielopment Co, Ltd, into the Guntur area Where it 
baa almost entireh displaced Adcock. The plant is taller than the 
Adcock more Mgorous and stands better the high temperatures The 
leaves develop a better yellow colour m curing and the colour is eon 
sidered to keep better during storage The yield obtamed is also 
better than Adcock 

The cultivation of Virginia cigarette tobacco is confined almost 
entirely to the Guntur district and to a small extent m Kistna and 
Godavari districts of Madras Presidency Small areas rangmg from 
100 to 200 acres are grown m Satara (Bombay), and S^aranpur 
and Jhansi (UP) Smd used to grow about 2o0 acres but the 
cultivation has now practically disappeared In Mysore the area is 
increasing being about 2,500 acres in 1937 38 and estimated at about 
5,000 acres in 1938 39 In Guntur district also the area has increased 
and was estimated at a0,000 acres in 1936 37 and 80 000 acres m 
1937 38 In previous years North Bihar used to produce a fairly 
large quantity hut the cultivation has now been given up owing to 
the unsatisfactory flavour flue curing 

Country (^atu or De$») tobacco used m the manufacture of 
cheaper forms of cigarettes and pipe and shag tobacco is the local 
tobacco grown almost wholly m the districts of Guntur in hladras 
Presidency and Mozaffarpur in Bihar Different local names are 
given m the two districts Thus m Guntur district it may he called 
Thokkdku (narrow leaf with tendril like Up), JDeso Valx (moderately 
narrow leaf) and Ddkshinarihx (broad leaf) In Bihar it is known 
as Bonn (thick and dark leaf) or Chhuna (medium and yellowish 
brown leaf) The country {Aaiu) tobacco of Guntur is the more 
important for cigarette manufacture The leaf there is moderately 
thin in texture, pleasrag aroma of mild or neutral strength and the 
colour ranges from light to dark brown- The light and medium 
coloured grades are used in the manufactore of cheap cigarettes while 
dilw liliCrieT' grau\?x arc sui\f for pipe and" sdag tU6accu The I'engfii of 
the leaf is about 15 inches and over while the breadth is between 6 
mches and 9 inches The nicotme and ash contents are about 2 and 
18 per cent respectively The country (Best) tobacco from Bihar is 
Jess important m the cigarette trade The cured leaf is about 15 
mches to 18 mches long and 6 inches to 9 mches broad, yellowish brown 
m colour and medium texture It is mild m strength but sometimes 
has an earthy flavour and on this account cigarette manufacturers 
have been reducing their purchase of this kmd of leaf m preference 
to the country tobacco from Guntur 

(«) Cipar types — Cigar leaf produced to a small extent m 
Madras and Beng^ is brown to dark brtfwn m colour, thin texture 
and strong flavour The length of the leaf vanes from 15 mches to 
LUCAS 
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24 mcliES and the breadth from 4 inches to 8 inches Nicotine con 
tents range from } to 31 per cent while ash contents vary from IS to 
22i per cent The important "vaneUes are Pennsyhania, Sumatra 
and Burmese II'i%ana grown m the Rangpur district of Bengal and 
UsiUappal grown m I nchinopoly and Coimbatore districts ot 
iladras 


(tn Cheroot types— The cheroot tobacco grown in Burma has 
thm to medium tc\ture brown to dark brown colour and medmin 
atren'^th The leaf is 15 inches to 30 inches long and 6 inches to IZ 
mch4 broad and contains an a\erage of about 2 8 per cent of nico 
tine and o\er 19 per cent ash The bulk of the cheroot tobacco grown 
in Burma belongs to two groups iettn-ytto-hse mostlj grown nortli 
of Tbajetmjo and Itietpyahse cultuated principally in the south 
of Tbaj etmj o Both belong to the same variety which yields leaf of 
medium texture dark m colour and medium in strength There is 
however a difference m flavour and aroma The other \arieties are 
Shwegijvn, Burmese ffatana and Shwe-torsok The first two lia\c 
narrow lea^ es thin texture and strong aroma As a result of varia- 
tions m soil and cultnntion conditions there are a number of sub- 
groups under each of these \arjeties Thus under Shwegyin the four 
principal sub groups are Shueoym Taung hat han sot grown on the 
banks of Shwegjin n'cr and considered to be of best quality with 
regard to aroma texture and keeping quality , Taung paw-sax culti- 
vated on the banks of the " kyt Madama-chaung ", San~hpa\-sa%, 
along the Kyankbyi chaung and Taw-sa% or renaufcsoi grown on 
poorer types of soils 


The Jail tobacco grown m north Bengal is largely used m Burma 
for the manufacture of cheroots It is commonly known as Poola 
Common m the Calcutta market The cured leaf of Jati is greenish 
brown m colour medium in texture and strength about 15 inches to 
22 inches long and 6 inches to 12 inches broad The average nicotine 
and ash contents are about 3 82 and 17 2 per cent respectively The 
pnncjpal varieties of Jat\ arising from differences m soil and climatic 
conditions in the different localities are Bhtngi, Mena Bhengi, Nao 
khol, Smdur Khots and Stnglt The Bhengt variety is the one used 
largely in the manufacture of cheroots The other vaneties are 
mostly used for hookah and to a considerable extent for chewing and 
snuff The ‘ ‘ sand leaves " te, the lowest leaves near the ground, of 
Jail tobacco are called Bispai and are sometimes used for the manu 
faeture of low grade cigarettes The Bispat leaves are yellowish to 
dark brown m colour thm m texture, about 15 inches to 18 inches 
long and 9 inches to 12 inches broad 


In Jfadras the leaf grown m Trichmopoly Madura, Coimbatore 
and Guntur districts is used »for cheroots as well as for chewing 
The colour of the cured leaf is dark broVn to almost black and the 
texture is thm to medium The length vanes between 12 inches i(f 
30 inches and the breadth between 3 inches to 12 inches m accord 
ance with the district where the tobacco is grown Thus the Monno 
happal variety grown m Madura district has leaf over 27 inches long 
and 12 inches hroad while Usikappdl of Coimbatore is between 12 
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inches and 19 inches long and 3 inches to 6 inches broad The moct- 
tme contents are about 4 7o per cent and the ash about 17 43 per cent 
The local names of the principal \arietie3 grown are Lsxkappal (grown 
m Trichinopoly and Coimbatore) ‘Ueenampfl/oyam, Yattakappal and 
Yerumaikappal (Coimbatore), Monnakappal (Madura), Lankas 
Igroivn m islands formed m river beds) and Chehrole (grown at 
Chebrole in Guntur district) 

(lu) Bidi types — (a) A Tabacum — Bidt tobacco is principally 
giown m Gujeratend the Nipam areas of the Bombay PresidenCi and 
to a small extent m 'Mjsore The cured leaf from Gujerat is greenish 
to yellowish blown m colour, thick in texture, of medium strength, 
about 12 inches to 15 mches long and 5 inches to 9 inches broaa The 
nicotine and ash contents are about 3 and 19 per cent , respectii ely 
The principal vaneties are Gandm, occupying about half the total 
area under tobacco in the Charolar (Gujerat) area and yielding a 
broad, thick and rather strong and coarse leaf, Pihu which gives a 
narrower and shorter leaf, strong m aroma, Eelixi, which yields a 
long and broad leaf, thick m texture and strong m flavour, iloiadtu 
having greenish yellow and brown leaves and Shengtu with leaves 
long, narrow and thin 

The Jtdi tobacco grown m the Nipani area is considered to be 
stronger than that from Gujerat The colour of the cured leaf is 
from yellowish to dark brown, sometimes with dark spots, the texture 
IS thick and the length and breadth vary between 12 inches to 18 
mches and 6 mches to 9 inches, respectively The flavour is strong 
and the nicotine and ash contents are about 4 and 19 per cent, 
respectively The principal varieties are Mtrjx, Aipant, Sangh and 
Jauan The first three names are those of the neighbounng tobacco 
markets while the last named variety is grown to a small extent m 
Sholapur district 

The bidi leaf produced m ilysore is yellowish brown m colour, 
medium in texture and strength, above 15 inches long and from 3 
inches to 6 mches broad The nicotine content averages about 4 93 
per cent and the ash content about 14 per cent There are' only two 
varieties, broad leaf and narrow leaf each of which is known by 
different names m different localities e g , AneAtii, ChouUkudx, Eongu- 
viadan, Eamgalmadari, Kathekin, Balepath, Jerebandt and Molv- 
iandt These varieties are also used for chewing 

(6) E Rusiica — variety of this species called Pandharpurt 
IS grown to some extent m the Nipam area and used for giving strength 
to bhdi mixtures The leaf is light to dark brown in colour, thick m 
texture, over 12 inches long and 6 inches to 9 mches broad with a 
strong flavour as the nicotme content ranges from 4 to 8 per cent 

(u) Hookah types — (o) A^ raftacttin — In Assam, the tobacco 
used for hookah is known as Best or Mitha or Jatt The leaf is green 
ish brown in colour, thin to medium m texture, moderately ^rong, 
and about 18 inches to 20 inches long and 6 inches to 9 inches broad 
The thick middle leaves are also used for chewing There are 
several varieties the chief of which are Smdttrkhatua, EadamdaJ, 
HaUkania, Chama, Paiuakhol, Dana, Sakunia and Barapat 
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The bulk of the JaU tobacco grown in Bengal and an appreciable 
quantity of Besi tobacco from Bihar already referred to under 
cheroot and cigarette tobaccos is used for the hookah 

In the United Proiinces the Desi tobacco though primarily used 
for chewing is sometimes used for hookah. It is also Known as Poorbt 
The cured leaf is long and narrow {about 18 inches long and 6 inenes 
broad) greenish to dark brown m colour thin texture and mild in 
strength 

The leaf of ih Drs \ariet\ of the Punjab is greenish brown in 
colour thin to uiediiiui in texture and strength about It) inches .ong 
and 3 inches to 6 inches broad A large number of local names are 
used m different parts of the proMnee but it appears that most of 
them can be grouped under four beads — 

(i) \oAi — leaf long narrow and tapering tip is verv much 
elongated mild in smoking (ti) Kakkar — the plant is dwarf the 
leases are thick and broad and possess folds on the surface strong 
m smol ing (lu) 6Jiora — the plant is tall The lea%es are broad and 
thin The smoking q\ialit> is poor and (tv) Gtdrv — the plant is 
medium m size and leases broad strong m smoking 

The iidi tobacco grown m the Charotar (Gujerat) and Nipam 
areas of the Bombai Presidencv is also parth used for hookah 

In Hyderabad (Deccan) the rarieties used for hookah chuttaj 
(which resemble large sized hid**) hidis and twisted cheroots are 
termed Zarda and Dest The leates of Zarda are about 14 inches to 
16 inches long and 6 inches broad thin to medium textured yellowish 
to light brown in colour and mild in strength The variety however 
IS not important since it occupies onlv about 10 per cent of the 
tobacco area in the State The Pest variety which occupies 90 per 
cent of the area has two sub tjpe* one having long narrow leaf about 
20 m he to 24 inches m length and 6 inches m breadth the plant 
growing to a height of about 3 feet and the other with short and broad 
leaf about 12 inches to 14 inches long and 8 inches broad the plant 
growing to a height of about 2 feet The cured leaf is dark brown 
m colour medium m texture and stront» and bitter m flavour The 
Desi IS also known as JuKan or Bhuskner or Srilehpeiti 

(b) ^ Bnslica — The principal varieties are Calcutiya Gobht 
Peshauart Motihari and Ttlayah 

Calcutfya or CaJc} tha is grown mamlj in the Punjab Delhi and 
the United Pro^mees The cored leaf is medium to thick and coarse 
in texture greenish brown in colour and strong and pungent m 
flavour The length of the leaf is from 6 inches to 12 inches and the 
breadth from 3 inches to 6 inches or more The nicotine content is 
about 3| per cent while the ash contents are about 23 per cent This 
variety is also grown to a small extent m the Kaira district of the 
Bombay Presidencv 

Gobhi grown in the Ponjab is similar to Calcuitya except that 
the plant is smaller and the leaves broader and stronger 


The Peshauan (also called Patha Pe^hawan) variety la grown 
in the Jvorth West Frontier Province The cured leaf is greenish 
brown m colour, thick and coarse m texture and stronger and more 
pungent m fla%our than Calcuttya The length of the leaf \arie3 
between 7 inches to 12 inches and the breadth 3 inches to 9 inches 
The average nicotine and ash contents are about 4 32 and 25 68 per 
cent respectively 

21otihari, grown m north Bengal, is considered to be the strong 
est hookah tobacco The leaf is greenish brown m colour, thick and 
wrmkled m texture and «trong in fla\our The length is about 10 
to 15 mches while the breadth ranges from 6 inches to 12 inches The 
meotme aud ash contents are about 6 10 per cent and 22 35 per cent 
respeetivelv Moiihari of Bengal is of two kinds named in accord- 
ance ^Tlth the method of spreading the leaves after curing, ilelaiat 
(leaves spread) and Joiapai (leaver not spread) Better quality 
leaves (u^ualJv middle leaves) of ilelapat are used for thewing, while 
the rest and the whole of Jorapat are used for hookah The sand 
leaves of ilotihari are called Bispat which is used m the preparation 
of mild hookah The Mohhari varietr is aL'O grown tn and 

Bihar In As«am it is also called Vafi/iai, Vilayati, 2Ian or Eamaku 
In Bihar Motihan ls grown almost entirely m the Purnea district 
The Votihan grown m Assam and Bihar is considered to be less 
strong and less thick m texture than that of Bengal The plant and 
the leaf are similar to l/oft/ian, but tbe cured leaf of Yilayati is some- 
what smaller and develops a darker colour than d/oft/ion 

(ii) Chetitng and siuiff types — («) A Tahacum — There is no 
variety grown to anv appreciable extent solelv for chewing or snuff 
in any part of India except in the North West Frontier Province 
where to some extent a varietv is grown for snuff alone Generally 
the same variety u consumed in a number of forms Thus the Dest 
varietv grown in Bihar is u->ed for hookah, chewing and to some 
extent for cigarettes The Dcsi tobacco of Assam and Tjnited Pro 
Vinces and the Jati of Bengal are also used for chewing The tobacco 
grown m Alvsore State is used partly for chewing snuff and bidis 
Generally leaf with medinm to thick texture aud pungent aroma is 
selected for chewing aud snuff Colour plav'- a less dominant part, 
but for snuff a darker coloured leaf is selected presumably as an 
indication of strength There are however certain varieties which 
are used only for chewing and snuff Thus the Puchakkad tobacco 
grown m the South Kanara district of iladras is used only for 
chewing and snuff {Pnchakkad bejng ihe name of a village) The 
leaf IS dark brown m colour medium textured about 23 mches to 26 
inches long and about 6 inches broad ilecnampalayam (another 
Tillage name) tobacco grown m Coimbatore district is considered to 
be one of the best cliewmg tobaccos m South India The leaf is dark 
orowu in colour with a whitish bloom thick in texture, about 23 inches 
to '6 mches long and 9 mches to 12 mches broad with pungent taste 
The Kah Chopadm and Judi tobaccos grown m Gujerat are also used 
largely for chewing and to a small extent for snuff The leaf of 
Kali Chopadia is almost black m colour, thick in *eiture, over 15 
mches long and 6 mches to 9 inches broad The Judi is brown m 



colour medium in texture 7 inches to 12 inches long and 3 inches to 
6 inches broad Both \arieties are strong and pungent 

(J) JV Busttca — Outside the North ^Vest Frontier Provmce 
no varietj is grown solely for chewing or snuff In that provmce, 
however A'osiian is grown for snuff alone Its cured leaf is greenish 
brown in colour thicl in texture and strong in aroma Elsewhere 
leaves well developed and thick in texture Vith pungent aroma and 
biting taste from illotiJ an and Vtlayalt varieties and sometimes from 
Calcuttya are selected for chewing and snuff The cheaper grades 
of snuft are usuallj made from the tobacco dust of anj variety 

(5) QuAKTTTT BETAINED by CUnTTVATORS 

In the absence of any dependable farm records it is difBcult to 
estimate the amount of tobacco retained by the cultivators for their 
domestic use Unlike the crops like wheat jottor and groundnuts 
payment of vages in kind for the work done on tobacco fields is rare, 
but permanent sen ants engaged on tobacco farms do get some quan 
titj of tobacco annualU for their personal use at the time of har\e8t 
Indebtedness has little influence on the quantitj retained bj culti 
vators as the proportion of the total crop kept back for domestic use 
IS small m tracts in here the tobacco crop forms a mam item of cash 
income from farming In other areas where tobacco is grown m small 
patches and as such mainlj for cultuator s own use mdebtedness 
plajs praeticdll} no j art on the quantitj retained on the holding 

Lnlcss grown on a Ner small area the grower generallj keeps 
onlj interior tobacco «nd rejections for bis personal use No tobaceC 
IS retained bj him for manufacture and sale of any tobacco product 
to anj appree able extent No cigarette tobacco is retained for 
domestic use 

The proportion of the crop retained vanes in accordance with 
aariations m the sire of tobacco crop grown by indiMdual cultivators 
and as such from farm to farm Under the circumstances anj esti 
mate of the amount of tobacco retimed on cultivator s holdings 
can be at best onlv a rough approximation 

In Bengal where the crop forms an important source of cash 
income m the tobacco prodnemg areas the quantity retained on hold 
mg'' comes to 1 1 per cent of the total production On the other 
hand m Bihar and Orissa where the growers tobacco fields ar0 
smaller the proportion comes to fl 25 _per cent In Bombay the jiro- 
portion IS still larger viz 11 0 per cent 'while in Madras the average 
quantitj estimated as retained comes to abo it 10 2 per cent of the 
production In the C P and Berar tobacco is grown as a garden 
crop in small areas ranging from 0 25 to 1 acre and as such the pro- 
portion of the crop retained by gro'irers comes to about 90 per cent 
In Assam the proportion is 9 9 per cent while the figures given for 
the U P Punjab N W F P and Smd come to 3 0 per cent 197 
per cent 4 9 per cent and 24 per cent respectively In Barod* 
about 9 5 per cent of the production is retained md the proportion m 
Hyderabad State is 3 4 per cent th“ proporl ons for Sfysore Kashmif 
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and Patiala being 1 per cent, 5 per cec% and 40 per cent, respec- 
tively 

allovance for all these variations it wonld appear that 
abont 43 200 tons or 7 o per cent, of tiie total average production of 
raw tobacco m India are retained on the cnltivators holdings for 
domestic use The balance mav be reckoned as the quantitv put on 
the market 

The proportion of the crop retained for domestic use on farms 
in Burma approsimatelv comes to about 67o tons or 1 5 per cent of 
the average annual production, the balance being put on the market 
for sale 

(6) Seasonal taeiation in the flow or slasket 

Zxcept m the case of Yu^inia tobacco grown m ilysore and m 
the U P tobacco is normallv a cold weather crop thongh the periods 
of sowing and harvesting varv eonaderablv from province to pro- 
vince and m accordance with the tvpe of tobacco grown. The normal 
periods of 'o'vnng transplantin*' harvestmg and marketing of differ 
ent tvpe» grown in important creas m India and Burma are given m 
Appendix X 

The hulk of the tobacco growers are •unall farmers who dispose of 
their crop immediatelv after harvest It is estimated that more 
than three fifths of the tobacco crop produced in India finds its way 
to the market's m the periM from Februarr to Julv If not properly 
stored the qnalitv of tobacco detenorates considereblv dnrmg the 
mon oon and s nee few growers, have adequate stora«»e facilities 
for storing their tobacco the great magontv prefer to «ell their crop 
before the advent of monsoon Even m the case of those who can 
afford to store and bold over the crop transport bv carts to the 
nearest market or railway station l» evtremelv nskv smce a small 
shower during transport bv cart micht sooil the qualitv of a Whole 
cartload of tobt,ceo Hence such people wait till after the earlv mon 
soon period is over and offer their produce for sale late m September 
or earlv m October But the proportion of farmer s crop sold so 
late after harvest i» evtremelv small, probablv not more than 5 per 
cent of the o al Conditions in the chief producing areas varv to a 
considerable extent and it would be best to describe them m brief 
individnallv 

In Bent^al the crop be^nns to flow m the market soon after 
harvest that is from March and continues up to October The 
months of maximum market snpphes are Mav to Julv About 80 
per cent of the crop is disposed of bv farmers during this period. 

In the Charotar area of the Bombav Presidency the earliest 
tobacco crop readv for the market late m December and from 
♦hi<; time onwards suppbes of newly harvested tobacco crop begin to 
arrive m the market. The largest supplies are avaflable with the 
growers dorm*’ the months of ilarch and ^nril In Jlav the^e sup- 
plies begin to decline and bv end of June the farmers m tb^ area 
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have sold almost the whole of their tobacco crop excepting m the 
case ot a fe\v well to do growers With the commencement of mon 
soon late in June the flow of supplies from the villages ceases almost 
completely One of the reasons is the very unsatisfactory condition 
ot roads m this tract during the rams where some of the villages 
become totiUj inaccessible lor several weeks during the monsoon 
After the close of the monsoon from October the small remnants of 
tobacco stoel a begin to move until the new crop is ready again 

In the A ipaai area marl et supplies are greatest in February and 
March (see diagram facing page 29) From April the arrivals 
begin to decline and bv June they drop almost to nothing in the 
important bangli and Jav isingpur mirkcts From this time 
onwartU practiLallj nt supplies arc received m these two marl ets 
till October In tic Nipani marlef lioKcver which is one of the 
most important tobacco marl ets in India small supplies are received 
even durin„ the mon o n months The tollowing are the figures 
of arrivals lu ^tpanl rairlet in 1934 

Arntals of tohacio carts* »n Aipom market 


January 

1065 

February 

o276 

March 

4 849 

April 

2 865 

Mav 

1493 

oune 

347 

Tulv 

197 

August 

110 

September 

278 

October 

513 

November 

248 

December 

569 


Thus over four fifths of the arrivals occur during February to 
May the months of maximum supplies being February and March 

In the Guntur area of the Madras Presidency tlie Virginia ciga 
rette tobacco is cured in January and February and over 90 per cent 
is sold ofl by tl e growers bv the end of Manh to exporteis and raanu 
facturers The remaining small proportion is held over by big 
growers who export to foreign countries on their own account The 
country cigarette tobacco js sold off to merchants exporters and 
manufacturers from April to June There are extremely few growers 
who retain or export this type of cigarette tobacco on their own 
account Some time elapses before the tobacco purchased from 
growers is exported outside the Guntur district on account of the 


•One eart containi approximately 18 mannds of tobacco 
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time taien m ptoeetsms; the leal before 

hireis. The arerage monthlj onttrard traffle from Guntur distncl 
IS indicated beltfw — 

Approimatc monHIy ouluard Irajio tn tiemanuforlurrd toSocM 
frim Guntur disirtti 

(In Mannds ) 


January 

2046o 

February 

20 153 

March 

50 785 

April 

29 046 

Max 

43 44a 

June 

33112 

Jolr 

32 723 

August 

41 406 

September 

39 614 

October 

42378 

November 

10 i2o 

December 

8 393 


Thus about one third of the outward traffic occurs m March to 
May when almo:>t the onlv exports are of ^ irgmia cigarette tobacco 
and another one third dnrmg August to October which correspond to 
exports of countrv cigarette tobacco to Japan and other countries 
The outward traffic in November and December consists almost 
entirelv of countrv cigarette tobacco while the exports during Janu 
ary February and June and July are partly of Mrgmia and partly 
of country cigarette tobacco 

In Bihar the hanestmg commences la the first week of Pebru 
arv and goes on till the end of March the work being in fuH swing 
about the third week of February The curing of the leaf starts 
immediately after harvest and continues for 4 to 6 weeks The cured 
crop commences to come in the market by about the end of Slarch. 
and the maximum supplies in the market are available from about 
the middle of Slay to the middle of June Over four fifths of the 
crop is sold by the growers before the middle of June when the 
monsoon ^ets m The remaining crop is offered for ^ale by the end 
of early monsoon t e end of September or early October 

In other areas also sale within two or three months after harvest 
IS the commonest practice In Assam about three fourths of the 
crop IS sold in May to July and the remaining quantity dnrmg the 
following two or three months Ih some districts particularly in 
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Goalpara there are few growers ^ho hold over small surpluses which 
are sold in small lots say 2 to 5 seers m the local markets whenerer 
tney are in need for cash for ba>mg household requirements like oil 
salt fish etc In the C P and Berar most of the crop being retamed 
by growers for domestic nse there is no regular market for local 
tobacco The small surplus is sold in village bazars mostly in Octo- 
ber and Is o\ ember The most common practice with the growers in 
the Punjab is to sell the crop m one lot immediately after harvest. 
About 80 to 90 per cent of the tobacco is disposed of the farmers 
from June to October In the II P also the same practice is fol 
lowed and o\er three fourths of the crop is sold from 3fay to August 
Trade in tobacco durmg these four months is quite brisk and figures 
of outward traffic m the principal tobacco markets m the province 
(Soron Cawnpore Farrukhabad and Hargacm) shoVr that over half 
the average annual outward bookings in tobacco occur during this 
period The months of high market supplies are June and July 

In Baroda State the marketing of growers tobacco commences 
m Januarj and extends till about the middle of June April and 
Dilay are the months of maximum market supplies and it is estimated 
that about 80 per cent of the produce is sold off by the fanners 
before the end of May The remaining portion comes m the market 
early on June and again after cessation of the early monsoon by 
about the end of September and continues till earlj December In 
Hyderabad State about 8o per cent of tbe tobacco is marketed by 
p oducers during the period March to September the months oi high 
market supplies being April and Maj About three fourths of the 
crop in "Mjsore State is sold off durmg February to June the move- 
ment by rail at important exporting centres hi e Knshnarajanagar 
during those fi^e months bein<> about two thirds of the annual traffic 
The «mal3 quantity of cigarette tobacco produced m the- State is 
sold in December and January 

In Burma almost all the growers sell their crop immediately 
after hardest during the four post harvest months April to July 
though the sales commence bj about the end of March Figures of 
outward traffic at three important markets show that about two 
thirds of the a\erage annual exports are sent out by rail during the 
four months April to July 


S — Imports 

(1) ImporiTS by sea. through British pcmis 

(a) Total tobacco — Imports mto India consist of unmanufae 
ture I tobacco cigarettes cigars manufactured tobacco for pipes and 
cigarettes and other sorts of tobacco products (see Appendix SI) 

The total average annual imports into India and Burmi 
of all types of unmanufactured and manufactured tobacco are 4 8 
niilhon lb \alued at 9 d 3 lakhs of rupees Since 1930 31 the general 
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trend of imports has been on the decline although 1936-37 and 1937-38 
recorded a rise The following are the figures — 


Imports of unmanufaclured and manufactured, tobacco \n India and 
Burma 


Penod. 

Qnantity 
(ouUiOQ lb ) 

t alue 

{laths of rupees) 

Pie war aTetage 

3 2 ! 

71 I 

War arerage 

3 6 

132 4 

Pest war average 

6 3 

222 9 

192»-26 to 19'’9 30 average 

10 2 

261 0 

1930 31 to 1934 So average 

i 8 

j 9a 3 

1930-3S i 

5 9 

61 5 

1935 37 

4 3 

80 8 

1937 33 

4 3 

84 4 


It "Will be apparent tfeat as compared with the imports during 
the period immediatelr after the war, the tobacco imports during 
the qumquenniuin 1930 31 to 1934-35 declined by 23 8 per cent in 
quantitr and 57 2 per eent in ralue As compared with the pre- 
depression average (1925 26 to 1929 30) the fall has been 53 per 
cent in quantity and 63 per cent in %aJne The disproportionately 
large decline in value is explained by the fact that during the period 
1930 31 to 1934 35 the imports of the more expensive items like 
cigarettes cigars and pipe tobaccos declined to a larger extent than 
those of unmanufactured tobacco 

The average proportion of the imports of different types of 
tobacco and tobacco products is as follows — 

Proportion of imports of different types of tobacco and tobacco 
products 


Type 

1 For 5 years ending 
, 1929 30 

1 ' 

For 5 years ending 
1934 3o 

Quantity 

Value j 

Quantity ■ 

Value 


Pfer cent 

Per cent 

Per cent ' 

Per cent 

'Unmanafactured tobacco 

SO 9 




Cigarettes 

46 0 

77 2 i 

27 2 



0 3 

0 7 1 

0 4 


Pipe and cut tobaccos 

2 4 




•Other aorta of manulactoied tobacco 

0 4 

0 6 ' 

0 9 

2 0 

Total 

100 0 

100 0 

100 0 

lOO 0 
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The enormous fall in the proportion of imported cigarettes to 
the total imports and the rise m the proportion of imports of un- 
manufactured tobacco are apparent About 97 per cent of the- 
quantity imported consisted of unmanufactured tobacco and cigarettes 
only, during both the quinqnenniums, while the value of these two 
types ranged from 91 to 93 per cent of the total imports 

(h) I nmanufacturcd tobacco — («) Quanitty and value — Un- 
manufactured tobacco IS the most important item in the total quantity 
of imports The annual a\erage imports of unmanufactured tobacco 
amount to about 3 35 million lb \alued at about 37 5 lakhs of 
rupees 

The most important ports of arrivals are Madras and Calcutta 
Bombay imports small quantities the a\erage annual imports being 
about 186 000 lb Karaclii takes the smallest quantity, the imports 
in 1934 3o being only 62 lb Imports into Rangoon from foreign 
countries are small and occasional 


(ii) Sourcei — The average proportion of imports received from. 
diflerent countries is as follows — 

Ptoporhon of impoWj of unmanufactured tobacco from different 
countries 


Coanti7 

Quantity 

'■1“ 


Per «ent 


Umted Kingdom 

21 0 

19 0 

Other Empire countneg | 

0 3 

1 ^ ^ 

Ketherlande 

1 ' 

2 3 

Egypt 

0 2 

0 3 

United Stateg of Amenta 

74 6 

76 9 

Other foreign countnea 

1 3 

1 3 

Total 

100 0 

100 0 


Three fourths of the imported unmanufactured tobacco is there 
fore receiied from the USA while imports from the United King- 
dom — mostly in the form of re exports of American tobaccO' 
leaf from that country — account for about one fifth of the 
total These two sources therefore tf^ther constitute about 96 per 
cent of the imports {see Appendix XII and diagram facing pago 
41) 
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The following were the imports from the United Kingdom and 
the USA. during the last six years — 


\tar 

Untied Einsdom 

USA 


Lb 

Lb 

1^30 31 

16\>7 ' 

1,484,800 

1931 32 

1 146 507 

1 2,484,397 

1932 53 

349 558 

4,652,527 

1935 34 

2.021,805 

.2.091.954 

1934-35 

/ 

1.133 075 

1,762,757 

Aversge 

733,600 

2.495 287 

1935-36 

368.144 

1,500,609 

1933 37 

169 991 

3.060,713 

1937 38 

37,665 

2,965,623 


It will be seen that during this period imports from both the 
countries increased till 1932 33 but durmg the next year there was 
a precipitat" rise m the imports from the United Kingdom as 
against a Bjmilar fall in the imports from the USA In 2934 
35 and 1935 36 the imports from both the countries declined, the 
dechne in the imports &om the United Kingdom bemg most notice- 
able The years 1936 37 and 1937-38 recorded a further precipitate 
decline in the imports from the United Eangdom In 1936 37 the 
imports from the United States of America were more than double 
those in 1935 36 but in 1937 38 there was a small decline 

The unports from the United Kingdom and the U S A are 
almost wholly of Virginia used in the manufacture of cigarettes 
The leaf received from the Netherlands is nsed mostly in the 
manufacture of cigars while that from Egypt is exclnsively used 
in making cigarettes It is estimated that over 95 per cent of the 
total imports are used m the manufacture of cigarettes 

(tu) Periodtctty and trend . — January and February are the 
months of high imports and together account for 29 per cent of 
the averse annual imports (see Appendix XIII and the diagram 
facing page 40) Imports durmg Ju^ to September are fairly high 
and account for about 26 per cent of the total March, April, June 
and December, are months of low imports 
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There has been a perceptible dedine m the imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco during the past 12 years as tviII be evident from 
the following figures and the diagram facing this page 


Imports of unmanufactured tobacco info India and Burma 


P.„od 

1 

Quantity . 

Value 


(Millions lb) ^ 

(Lakhs of rupees ) 

Pre average 

0 7 

4 2 

War average 



Post « ar average 


i 

1925 26 to 1929 30 average 



1930 31 

1 6 

14 4 

1931 32 . 

2 6 

29 9 

1932 33 ’ 

6 1 

62 3 

1933 31 

4 2 

1 47 3 

1934 35 

9 0 

33 6 

Average j 

3 3 

37 5 

1936 33 

1 9 


1933 37 

3 3 


1937 38 

3 1 

41 0 


It will he seen that though the quantitative imports during the 
past eight years have been lower than those during the pre depression 
period (five years ending 1929 30), they are still high when com- 
pared with the pre war, war and post war averages 

It has already been noted above that 98 per cent of the 
imports into India and Buima are received from the United TTing 
doiii and the USA The United Kingdom does not produce any 
tobacco and almost all the unmanufactured tobacco received from 
that country is American The American tobacco is used in this 
country ilmost wholly m the manufacture of cigarettes, the con 
sumption of which has considerably increased during the post war 
years The following figures show the rise m the imports from the 
USA since the pre war years 

Imports of unmanufactured tobacco from the USA. 

Million lb 


Pre war average 0 3 

War average 0 03 

Post war average 1 0 

Pre depression average 5 4 

Average for 5 years endmg 1934 35 2 5 


The precipitate fall in the total imports in 1930 31 may be 
accounted for by the fact that the year was the first year o| depression 
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and also dne to the morement witbm the countiy to boycott foreign 
goods The imports m 1932 33 suddenly jumped to 5 1 million lb 
from 2 8 million lb in 1931 32 due entirely to the increase in the 
manufacture of cigarettes vrithm the country The number of 
cigarette factories m 1929 was 9 which increased to 22 in 1935 It 
mar further be mentioned that British manufacturers have been 
manufacturing for local consumption the popular English brands 
of cigarettes m their Indian factories for some vears past The fall 
in 1934-35 and 1935 36 was partlv due to the mcreased production 
of TiTgmia tobacco in India and to the increase m the import duty 
from 1934-3o Before this rear the import dutv on unmanufactured 
tobacco was Rs 18 0 per lb , but the Indian Finance Act of 1934 
mcreased it to Es 3-4 0 per lb (standard) and Rs 2 12 0 per lb 
(preferential provided the article is the produce of either the United 
Kingdom or a British Colony) Generally it mav be stated that the 
imports m any particular year are affected by the stocks held and 
the demand for manufacture 

(c) CxgareiUs — (i) Owanfify and taiue — During the 5 vears. 
ending 1934-3o, impoi^ of cigarettes accounted for 27 2 per cent m 
quantity and 51 5 per cent in value of the total imports of tobacco 
and tobacco products The annual average import of cigarettes was 
1 3 million lb valued at 49 1 tabh^ of rupees 

All the chief ports in the maritime provinces of India import 
cigarettes, the largest imports bemg into (Calcutta followed bv Bom 
bav, Karachi Madras and Rangoon in the order of importance 

(«) So\irce $ — The proportion of the average annual imports 
received from diSerent countries is shoxrn m the toUowms table — 


Proporlton of imports of cigarettes from different countries 


Cormtly 

Qnantity 

Value 


Per cent 

Per cent 

United Kingdom 

SB 5 

93 7 

Other Empue ctnmtnes 

1 S 

1 1 

China (escIndtngHoiighong ud hlacse) 

6 1 

2 3 

Japan ' 

1 7 

0 7 

USA 

1 4 

1 3 

Other foreign conatnea 

0 5 

0 9 

Total 

too 0 

100 0 


Thus abont 90 per cent of th e ciga rettes are received from the 
Imited Kingdom (see Appendix AlV) The following were the 
imports of cigarettes from the ITaited Kingdom 
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Imporis of cigarettes from the United Kingdom 


^tar 

Qiiantity 

j 

1930-31 

iK-) 

2U0 434 1 

(P») 

1 17 94,574 


ii^ja^g ; 

43,54^530 

1932-33 

"20 790 ! 

20^1-16 

1933-34 

4-4,934 , 

16 61 663 

1934-3*- 

\ 

1 20 63 699 

A^er*?* 

1 !*-<• 4-4 

4'' 01 036 

i&3*-3e 1 

! 30493 

63/1*^ 


1 8 C937 

30 15 510 

1337-33 1 

1 1 039 04- 

3^ 43 495 


It wiU b“ seen that imports of cigarettes from the U K have 
eteadilT decbned from 1930 31 except for a small and progrerw'iTe 
reeDTeiT from 1934-35 onvards 


(m) Pen&lieily and trend — On an aTera-^e, imports are high 
danng Apnl to Juiv, the period accounting for about 41 per 
c»nt of the aTera>»e annual imports August to November are 
months of lo*r imports the lorr^ imports usnaJJj' occunng in the 
month of J>»pt«Bl«r The period December to ilarcb accounts for 
So per cent of th** average aonoal imports (see Appendix XIII and 
the diagram facing page 40) 

As t? endeat from the diagram facing page 44 imports of 
cigarette^ bare enomonaJ^ declined during the last trrelre jears 
and the prfe«^ni imports are far b®losr eren the pre scar level as can 
be seen frmi the following figures — 

Imporis of cigarettes by sea into Indus oftd Burma 


Tmod- 

1 Oaaet ty 

Tafee 


. (llQiioa fb) 

(Lalla of rupwa) 

Pre-«»i aTtTs-^ 

1 -3 

52 74 

War arera’^ 

I 2 62 

I If "9 

Pw-t wrarcra •• ' 

1 4 13 ; 

1 -9 63 

192*-2'' to U29 30 areiug? j 

1 

2 01 49 

ttcont ' 

i % O' ' 

If’ « 

1931 *2 

1 41 

5’ -8 

1932-33 

0 R3 1 

2S 95 

1333451 

0 59 

19 06 

1934-30 1 

0 61 

22 21 

Avtrag- 

1 31 

1 <9 SO 

1935-36 

0 83 

28 10 

1936-3- 

0 9* 

31 CO 

193" 33 

1 08 

37 22 
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The increase in imports during post -war period ■was remark 
able due to mcreasing popularity of cigarette smoking in India in 
common “With many other countries. During the pre depression 
period the imports increased still further but from 1930 31 there 
has been a definite and sudden fall and the imports during the 
past 7 years have been far below the pre war level 

This decline has been in no 'waj due to the fall in the popu 
lantj of cigarettes On the contrarv the demand for cigarettes 
IS still on the increase And ret the imports of both the unmanu 
fdCtured tobacco and cigarettes are falling In this connection it 
will be worth considering the imports of cigarettes and unmanu 
factured tobacco together 

Imports of ctfj<^reftes and of unmanufactured tobacco 
(Is thoosaadB ot lb ) 


Penod 

1 

Ggarettee 

Unmano 

factured 

tobacco 

1 

Total 

Fie irar avenge 

J-31 

1 736 1 

2 467 

War average 

2623 

1 ; 

2 948 

Feat vai average 

4 1'‘!) 

1 686 

5 815 

19'>o'’6tol9‘»9 20aTeragc j 

4 684 

6 18" 

9 866 

1930 31 to 1934 35 averace 

1 307 ^ 

3 347 

4 6d4 

193a 33 

831 ' 

19"! 

2 75» 

1933.37 

019 

3 083 

4*>0> 

1937 33 

1 1034 

3 061 

4 145 


The increasing imports of cigarettes and unmanufacturec 
tobacco till the commencement of depression irere due entirely to 
the rising demand for cigarettes The fall from 1930 31 onwards 
IS accounted by the fact that smce that year larger quantities of 
Indian tobacco are being "used in the manufacture of cigarettes 
This has been made possible by the increase m the production of 
and 2 n rf&JT a! the rwsat incsressis^ usperts eS as 
manufactured tobacco it is evident that there is immediate scope £o~ 
a further rapid mcrease m the production of cigarette leaf in India 
The sudden fall in the imports lu 1930 31 vras due to trade 
depression and boycott of foreign goods but the subsequent de- 
cline was almost entirely due to the increase m the local manu 
facture of cigarettes The prc^ressive small mcrease m the 
imports of cigarettes from 1934-35 has been due to the revision of 
import duty on cigarettes Under the import duties in force up to 
the end of 1933-34 cigarettes paid a dn^ of Ks 8 8 0 per thousand 
on cigarettes valued at not more than Rs 10-8 0 per thousand and 
Es l‘’0-0 per thousand when the lalue exceeded Bs 10-8-0 per 
LlIOAK 




48 


thousand This high duty was to a large extent responsible ioT 
diverting to India the manufacture of many popular brands of 
cigarettes wbicli were formerly imported from England The Indian 
Finance Act of 1934 revised the rate of dutj on cigarettes to 2j per 
tent od calorem tn addition to either Rs 8 2-0 per thousand or 
Rs 3 4 0 per lb ivhichever is higher This revision of clutj in effect 
adveraelv affected the cheaper varieties of cigarettes imported from 
abroad thus giving an advantage to the cheaper brdiid> of cigarettes 
made out of Indian grovrn tobacco while providing fni the more 
expensive brands of cigarettes manufactured out of imported tobacco 
the shelter of the ordmarj revenue dnfj at rates specified above 

id) Cigars — (i) Quantity and value — -Cigars from about 04 
per cent m quantity and 1 0 per cent m value of total imports The 
average annual imports are small being 19 533 lb valued at Rs 96 607 

(ii) Sources — The foUomng statement shows the relative 
importance of the different countries which export cigars to India 
(See Appendu XV ) 

Aierage proportion of imports of cigars into India and Burma from 
different countries 


Countcy 1 

1 Quantity 
per teat 

per cent 

United Kinclow 


4 3 


Other Empire countriee 




hietberUnai 


1 IS 9 

22 7 

Philippines 


64 7 

51 9 

Other foreign countriee 


9 0 

9 5 


Total 1 

100 0 ' 

100 0 


Netherlands and Philippines therefore supplj about four fifths 
of the cigars imported in the country The following were the 
imports from these two countries during the six years ending 1935 3o 
Imports of ctgori from Netherlands and Philippines 


Tear 

Netherlanda 

lb 

Philippines 

Ih 

1930 31 


21 315 

1931 32 


14 071 

1932 33 

2 301 

10 628 

1933 34 


9 720 

1934 35 

1 7B1 

7 485 

Arera^ 

3 lOS 

12 644 

1 *^3 16 

2418 

8 704 
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The unports tram both the coantriM hare therefore eontinB- 
onsly deelined, except for a slight recovery m 1935-36 

The imports of cigars talc place mostly through the ports of 
Calcutta and Bombay, but Rangoon iladras and Karachi also import 
small quantities 

(lit) Penodtcxiy and trend — ^N'ovember to January is the 
period of high imports and these three months account for over 
37 per cent of the average annual imports , (see Appendix XIII and 
the diagram facing page 40) August and February are months of 
low imports 

Th«e has bwn a. decUne m. the imports of cigars 

smce the pre war period and the imports in 1936 37 were only 
about a sixth of the average annual imports during the pre war 
period 

Total \mports of cigars m India and Burma 


Penod. 

Qnaatity 

Valne 

»T«rtg« 

(Iheusand lb ) 

79 

(tboosaod Ra.) 

330 

Wax avenge 

52 

240 

Poit vai avenge 

« 

2.?6 

ld2£ 2e M 1929 30 average j 

37 

1 1 $4 

1930 31 1 

33 

1 60 

1931-32 I 

21 

I 04 

1932 33 1 

15 

S5 

1933 34 ^ 

17 

74 

1934-35 

12 

61 

Average 

20 

97 

1935-36 

13 

70 

1936 37 

14 

61 

1937 38 

22 

71 


Except for the small increase ovei the previous years in 
1933 34 and from 193o 36 onwards, the trend of imports has been 
definitely downwards (see diagram facing page 44) The consump 
tion oi cigars has considerably deelined in most of the principal 
countries of the world since after the war and India has not been an 
exception There is a high revenue duty of 112J per cent ad valorem 
on imported cigars 
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(e) Uanufac^vred iobacco for pipes and cigarettes — (») 
Quantify and uajuc — Manufactured tobacco for pipes and cigarettes 
forms about 1 9 per cent m qaantitj and 6 2 per cent m value of 
the totnl aierage imports of tobacco and tobacco products The 
average annual imports are 95,931 lb valued at Rs 5,88,221 , 

(ii) Sources — 


^lemye proportion of the imports of manufactured pipe and 
cigarette iobacco from different countries 


Country 

Quantity 

Value 


Per cent 

Per cent 

United Kmgdotn 

83 8 

87 6 

Australia 

82 

6 3 

Other Empire countriea 

0 2 

0 1 

United States of America 

7 7 

G‘0 

Other foreign countries 

O'l 



The United Kingdom is thus by far the most important source 
of tills tip ot rodaufactured tobacco but imports from this source 
also ha •> shoivn uu enormous decrease in recent years oinng to the 
transfer of manufacture to India and the decline m pipe smoking 
The actual imports from U K during the eight years ending 1937 38 
•were as follows {see Appendix XVI) 

Imports of manufactured tobacco for pipes and cigarettes from the 
United Kingdom 


Year 

Quantity 

Value 


Ib 

Rs 

1930 31 

166 672 

9 96 073 

1931 32 

115,126 

7,87.853 

1932 33 

35 656 

2,37,098 

1933 34 

37,565 

2,36.345 

1934 35 ' 

47,021 ' 

3,17 74« 

Average 

80,408 

5 15.023 

1935 36 

35,478 

2 43 825 

1936 37 

36 972 j 

1 63 169 

1937 38 

37,981 

2,60,321 
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Except for a small improrement in 1933 34, 1934-35, 19^6-37 
and 1937-38, the imports bare declined and m 1937-38 Tvere not even 
one fourth of the imports m 1930 31 

On an average more than half the total imports from all coun 
tries are received through the ports of Bengab Burma receives 
about one-third the quantity imported by Bengal ports, while 
imports through Bombay and Karachi are small being about 12 000 
Ih , at each port 

(til) Periodicity and trend — Except during September and 
October, the average monthly impbrts range from 7,400 lb to 
9,600 lb per month (see Appendix XIII) In September and 
October the range of imports is between five to six thousand pounds 
per month March and Apnl are months of large imports and 
together acconnt for about a fifth of the aierage annual imports 
Figures of imports of manufactured tobacco for pipes and 
cigarettes are being separately recorded only from 1920-21 and 
hence comparison of the present imports with pre war and uar 
averages is not possible The following figures and the diagram £ac 
mg page 44 show the trend of imports during the last 12 jears 
Total imports of manufactured tobacco for pipes and cigarettes tn 
India and Burma 


1 

Period 

QasDtity 

Talce 

1935 26 to 1929 30 everego 

(thousand )b ) 

246 

(thonand Ra ) 

1506 

1930 31 

190 

10.89 

1931 32 

129 

854 

1932 33 

49 

3,06 

1933 34 

50 

300 

1934-35 

62 

3,91 

ATerage 

96 

5.88 

1935-36 

; 51 

j 320 

1936-37 

1 58 

2 36 

1937 38 

! 

345 


The enormous decline in the imports is apparent, the average 
annual imports during the five years ending 1934 35 being only 
about a little more tnan a third of the average annual imports dur 
mg the quinquennium ending 1929-30 The demand for this type 
of tobacco has fallen during the last 12 years due to the influx ot 
cheaper brands of cigarettes and the fall in favour of the use of 
pipes and “ zig-zag ” paper used for hand made cigarettes 
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(/) Other sorti of manufactured tobacco — The other sorts of 
mani^actured tobacco consist mainly of snuif, chewin-j tobacco 
and smoking tobacco, other than the pipe and cigarette tobaccos 
The average annual quantity imported is about 42,000 lb valued 
at Rs 1,87,000 About 85 per cent of the imports are 
received from the United Kingdom, and 12 per cent from 
the United States of America The imports do not show 
any definite trend and during the past seven years have ranged 
from 33,000 lb to 47,000 lb per year (see Appendix XI) 

(g) Import duty — There is *a revenue duty on unmanufactured 
aud manufactured tobacco imported into British India, unmanufac 
tured tobacco coming under Empire preference The following state 
ment shows the existing rates of import duty current since 1934 
35 — 

Rates af import ditty on ttnmanitfacfurcd and manufactured 
tobacco 



1 

1 Stoodatd rato of 

Preferential rate of duty if 

I the article is the produce or 
manufacture of— 


' duty 

1 United 

1 Kingdom 

British 

colony 

1 Tobacco UsBanufac 
tufed» 

R* 3 4 0 pet Ib 

— 

' I 

Rs 2 12 0 
per ib 

S CigaiattM 

' 26% «d valorem 

1 and ta addition either 
! Rs 8 2 0 per thousand 
or R« 3 4 0 per lb whicb - 
' ever IS higher 

j 

i 


3 Cigar* 

112}% ad laforrm 



i Tobacco manufactur 
ed not othenviee apeci 
tied 

Rs 3 12 0 per Ib 




(2) Imports bt Land Frontier Routes 


Fairly Urge quantities alvafiat vfbdVK unTnanuiaetuTed tobacco 
used for hookah and smoking are imported through land frontier 
routes adjacent to the N AV F P, Kashmir, U P Bihar, Bengal, 
Assam and Bunna (lee Appendices XVII and XVIII) The fol 
lowing figures indicate the quantities imported into India and 
Burma 


* Tobacco leaf for the mannracture of cigars when proved to have been imported 
for nao in a cigar factory is )mUe to doty at Ra 2 per Jb (Standard) and Us 18 0 
per lb (Preferential) ' 


tSmee tobacco is not produced in the United Kingdom, the question of 
preference on. UBcnauufactnred tobacco -imported from the United Kingdom does 
not arise ® ' 
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Imports through land frontier routes 


(Is thousands of lb ) 


1 

Period 

I”d“ 


192o 26 to 19*9 30 arerage 

10 837 

45l> 

1930-31 

9 820 

2o9 

1931 32 

9 23S 

203 

193* 33 

11239 

275 

1933 31 

7,629 

332 

1931-35 

0 793 

113 

• Arerage I 

8.744 

237 

1930-3S 

9 625 

9i> 

193W7 

8 214 

125 


The imports ha^e thus declined br about 20 per cent m India 
and 48 per cent in Burma dunng the 5 rears ending 1934-35 as 
compared ^^th the quiaquennial a\erage ending 1929 30 but later 
years again show a rising tendenei Regarding the periodicity of 
the«e imports it is ob«er\ed that imports into India commence to 
nse m March till ther reach their maximum m June The imports 
during the three months Slai to July, constitute about 44 per cent 
of the average annual imports From August there is a continuous 
decbne till February In Burma June and Julj are the months of 
high imports and together contribute about -41 per cent of the 
average annual imports June is the month of maximum imports, 
accounting for over a fourth of the annual imports while the months 
ot low imports are October and November 

{3^ IlIPORT<l BY TITROIGH KatHIAWAE A>T> TRA-VCNCOSE POETS 

Imports through Kathiawar ports are small and consist mainly 
of diarettes. The following figures show the average annu^ 
imports (average for 5 veers ending 193o 36) 


Ib 

Unmanufactured tobacco 1 1 
Cigarettes 76 109 
Cigars 822 
Tobacco for and cigarettes 95 


ToUl 


77 037 
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Tra\ancore imports only unmanufactured tobacco and ciga 
rettes the averages (for two jears 1934 35 and 1935 36) of annual 
quantities imported being as below • — 

lb 

Unmanufactured tobacco 1 50S 104 

Cigarettes 680 


Total 1 508 "84 

All the unmanufactured tobacco imported into Tra\ancore from 
abroad comes from Cejlon and is a specnl type of chewing leaf 
eitremely popular in Tra^anco^e and Cochin States Only the 
Travaneore Go%emment is permitted to import this tobacco from 
Ceylon subject to a maximum import ot 5 745 candies (1 candv = 
600 lb) m one Malayalam ofBoal vear (August to Julj ) and an 
import duti of I?s 135 i>cr candj Am quantity imported m 
excess of tins figure is liable to «lut} at the rate of Rs 900 per 
candy • 

This tjpe of tobacci is called Jaffna as it is imported direct 
by sea from Jaffna m Ceylon The principal Milages m Jaffna 
from where Trans ancore gets its suppiv are hla4atty, Punnalai 
kattuiau Va\a\ilan Puttur AUhuieli and Tluruueheh The 
imports are confined almost wholK to six months from October to 
Jlarcli because of unfa\ourablc weather conditions in sea durins 
the remaining period of the jear for schooners which transport tobacco 
from Ccjlon to Traianeoio TJjt rarieti closely resembles the 
Meenampaldj am tobacco grown in Coimbatore district of Madras in 
physical characteristics and it will be worth investigating at least two 
aspects to replace Jaffna. (1) whether the taste of Vecnampalayam 
cannot be changed to that ot Jaffna by transferring the micro organisms 
that are present m Jaffna to Meenampalav am tobacco, and (2) whe 
tber Jaffna tobacco cannot be grown and cured under conditions 
prevailing in India 

(4) Imports xnRouen Foreign Possessions 

Imports through the ports of Foreign Possessions (French and 
Portuguese) m India are small and almost negligible The average 
annual imports into the French Possessions from foreign countries 
are about 14 000 lb of tobacco and tobacco products The latest 
figures available (1933) for the Portugu^e Possessions indicate that 
the imports of tobacco and tobacco products are a little over a mu 
lion lb of which over 90 per cent arc imported from Bombay 
The official figures of imports into British India and Indian States 
from these two Foreign Posessions are almost nd -t 

(5) Total Imports into India and Burma, by sea and land 

The average annual total imports of different tjpes of unmanu 
factored and manufactured tobacco into India and Burma by sea 
and land are indicated in the following statement 
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(11 EsPOriS BT SCA THROUGH CRnisfl 

(o) Total *^^P“J*%"'*4YobMcl”S"Ss^aBrcigarett^ 

consist prmcipaUy of umnanufactnred tobacco ci,ar» 

''"ih/tolal average annual °Tj?iea'iit°88l7 

fbc1S.nT«S- ^eatc\c trend of tbeae 

'ZoTlf\no.aoofoctured and roanufactared toUcco from M,o 
and Burma 


Pre war average 

■War average 

Post war average 

192o “>6 to 19‘>9 30 average 

1930 31 to 1931 35 average 

1935 36 

1936 37 

1937 38 
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These average annual export figures indicate that the exports 
increased from the pre war period till 1929 30 The average annual 
exports during the 5 years ending 1929 30 were higher by about 
41 per cent m quantity and over two hundred per cent in value 
over the pre vvar average exports During the quinquennium end 
mg 1934 So the average annual exports declined bj 15 per cent in 
weight and 21 per cent in value over the pre depression period (o 
years ending 1929 30 ; but were higher by 20 per cent m quantity 
and about 140 per cent m value as compared with the pre-war aver 
age The exports in 1937 38 were the highest during the past 12 
years 

The relative proportion of the average exports of different types 
of tobacco and tobacco products is as follows — 


Proportion of exports of different types of tobacco and tobacco pro 
ducts 


Tm 

For 5 years endiog 

19 9 30 

1 or 6 years ending 

1934 So 

Quantity 

1 

Value 

Quantity 

1 Value. 

' 

% 

% 

% 

. % 

CniBknufactCred tobacco 

96 8 

93 8 

96 7 

94 7 

Cissn 1 

1 0 1 

1 • 8 

0 4 

1 6 

CigftretUs 1 

0 8 I 

. 2 0 

1 1 

1 2 8 

Other <ort< of mftnufftcttired tobacco 

1 i I 

1 2 

1 S 

1 0 

Total 

100 0 

I 100 0 

1 100 0 

1 100 0 


The proportions have changed but slightly during the two 
quinquenniuma in the case of unmanufactured tobacco The pro- 
portion of cigars dropped down to 0 4 from 1 in weight while that of 
cigarettes increased from 0 8 to 11 per cent Unmanufactured 
tobacco IS bv far the most important m the export trade 

(6) L nmanufactured tobacco — 

(i) Qiiontiti/ aud value —The annual average exports of un 
manufactured tobacco are 23 97 million lb valued at 83 69 lakhs of 
rupees 

Of the av erage annual exports the ports from Madras Presidency 
export about 61 per cent of the total Bombay exports about 20 
per cent while the share of the ports in Bengal and Burma comes to 
^out 11 per cent and 8 per cent respectively (see Appendix 
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(tt) JJes/tnaitons ~Tbe proportion of the oversge annual 
exports to different countries is as follows — 

Average proportion of exports of unmanufactured tobacco to different 
countries 


Country 


Quantity \ alue 


United Kingdom 
Aden and Dependeocjes 
Stra tsSettJemeoU 
Federated ilalaya States 
Hongtong 

Other Empire countries 

r<etherisn<ls 

Belgium 

Other foreign countries 


Total 


The Empire coontnes take 73 9 per cent in weight and 81 4 
per cent m 'alue of the arerage annual exports Over two fifths of 
the quantitative exports go to the United Kingdom while Aden and 
Dependencies absorb another one fifth Among the foreign countnea 
Japan and Netherlands are important buyers and together account 
for 23 per cent of the average annual weight of unmanufactured 
tobacco exported (see Appendix XSI and diagram facing page 41) 


The following were the exports to the United Kingdom Aden 
and Dependencies. Japan and Netlierland duniig the past eigiit 
years - — 

Exports of unmanufactured tobacco to certain countries 


(In thousands of lb ) 


l«r 

(7iu(«d 

Kingdom 

Aden snd I 

' dencies , 

Japan | 

1 

j 'ether 

1930 31 

1 9 9o6 j 

5 364 , 

3 841 1 

j 2 311 

1921 32 

10626 

1 442 

1 3 00 

* 015 

ISS** 33 

9 016 

1 4 394 

3 143 

i 1 66 

1933 34 

13*99 

3 SOS 

3 313 

3.^1 

J924 3» 

0*60 

6040 

oS09 

1 4 0 

Kyvr-n’* 

1043 1 

5 12o 

3 9S0 

1 ” 

1935 36 

11 -v> 

7 310 

5 6*4 

1 31 

1936 3 

13*9S i 

6 336 

3 000 

1 1 1 

1W7 3>s 

1231 ' 

7 IS* 

*317 1 

i 

1 348 
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These four countries tafee 83 per cent of the averse a nim al 
exports 

Indnn tobacco is assuming mcreasing importance m the English 
market and at present o\er one fourth of the unmanufact^ed 
tobacco imported into Britain from Empire countries is Indi^ 
During the past four jcars Indian Virginia flue cured tobacco has 
been 1 eenly demanded m the English market as will be evident from 
the following figures of exports to the Xtnited Kingdom — 

Jlilhon lb 


1934 35 9 3 

t93o36 1^7 

1936 37 13 3 

1937 38 212 

1938 39 (for seven mentis Vpnl to Octobtr 

1938) 29 9 


Further j osMbihties of cvpaivuon of trade with the United 
Kinsdora and other countries will be referred to m more detail 
under the chapter on Demand but it is evident from the figures 
given above and m the foregoing table that the greatest possibilities 
he in the expansion of exports to the United Kingdom 

Exports to Aden and Dependencies ore also increasing ftom 
1933 34 In 1936 37 the exports were 8 3 million lb as against 54 
million lb in 1933 34 a rise of 2 9 million lb In 1937 38 however 
the exports recorded a fall Exports to Netherlands appear to be 
irregular but the general trend is defimtelv downwards Japan has 
been taking larger quantities since 1933 34 but the sudden fall from 
1936 37 appears to be ven largelj due lo disturbed conditions of 
trade n Japan on account of the war trouble in the far eastern 
countries 

Uu) Petiodtciti/ and trend — On an iverage exports are high 
during 'Slav to August the four months accounting for about 45 per 
cent of the annual average exports of unmanufactured tobacco In 
September the exports decline but again rise m October and 
November the two months accounting for 16 5 per cent of the annual 
exports December to Febman are months of low exports which 
commence to rise in Afarch and reach their maximum m July (see 
Appendix XIII and the diagram facing p^e 45) Largest exports 
to the 'United Kingdom occur during Alav and June and the lowest 
in February and ilarch April to June are months of exports of 
flue cured cigarette leaf from Aladras Presidenev to the United 
Kingdom while the season of exports to Japan which generallj com 
mences late in September is at its height m October and November 
and ends by about February Exports from Bombay to Aden and 
Dependencies are high dnnng Alay to August 

Both m quality and value the present exports of uninanu 
factured tobacco are considerably above the pre war and war peiioci 
average exports and it is further important to note that the exports 
even during the depression period are slightly higher as compared 
with the average exports during the postwar wears 
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Exports of unmanufactured tobacco from India end Burma. 


Period 

Quanti^ 

1 Value 

1 

Pre-war average 

(Million lb ) 

20 43 

(Lakhs of 
rupees } 

23 27 

War average 



Post-war average 

1 2o 93 

1 73 47 

19‘’o 26 to 19‘’9 30 avera'^ 

30 61 

104 o7 

1930 31 i 

27 97 

96 73 

1931-32 ! 

2s 43 

80 e** 

1932-33 

20 99 

73 41 

1933 34 1 

»9 21 

90 13 

1934 3o 

26 3s 

77 55 

Average 

1 2s 97 

63 69 

19SO-36 

1 28 "4 

87 9S 

1936 33 

28 63 

1 87 ’•6 

1937-38 

35 9i 

( 109 37 


It IS apparent that the exports m 1937 38 were higher than those 
dnnng the pre depression period The trend from 193o 36 is 
defimtelj* upwards During the seven months April to October 
1938 the exports to foreign countries {excluding Burma) from 
India excluding Banna were 36 57 million lb valued at 144 60 lakhs 
of rupees as against 20 67 mtUion lb and 64 34 lakhx of rupees and 
27 39 million lb and 80 60 lakhs of rupees during the corresponding 
period in 1936 and 1937 respectively In this connection it will be 
worth considering the exports of the four maritime Indian provinces 
and Burma to xmderstand the relative changes that have occurred 
durmg the past 12 years (see Appendix 2X) 


Exports of unmanufactured tobacco from the ports of different 
Indiaji prottnees and Burma 
(Million lb ) 


Exported from the ports of 

IS^s 26 
to 

I9«9 30 

1930 31 
to 

' 193135 

I 

1935-36 

! 

' 1936-37 

1937 33 

Bengal 

4 33 

2 86 

0 33 

0 25 

1 72 

Madras 

13 35 

15 

1 20 03 

19 41 

1 25 91 

Bombs; 1 

5 8s 

5 20 

7 38 

8 32 

7 19 

Emd 

0 05 

0 02 

0 01 

[ 0 03 

0 0* 

Barms 

7 03 

2 10 

0 99 ' 

1 0 52 

1 10 

Total 

30 61 

25 97 

28 74 

1 28 53 

35 94 
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it js erident that exports from Madras are steadily rising while 
tho'e from Bombar also indicate an increase except for the fall in 
1937 S' Exports from Smd are la^ignificant. but those from Bengal 
and Burma bai e declined enonooiisli during the past 13 years, though 
193< 3S recorded a n'c The following figures show the rise or fall 
of exports to different countries - — 

Erporis of vnmanufaciured tobacco from India and Burma to 
different countries 
(XfiUjon lb ) 


Ccuauy 

19i>.26 W 
liC'D SO 

j 193041 ta 
' 1934-4> 

Ltuud Rlcgdom 

9 58 

10 44 

md Dependevei** 

5 77 

5 13 

^tniU Ecttleme&U 

1 * 

1 45 

H»Uia gUtK 

1 2 82 

0 71 


2 72 j 

' ; 19 

btibeiUBdi 

2 01 

1 ss 


0 47 1 

0 n 

Jkyao 

2 S" 

3 9S 

Germwi) 

1 

0 03 


The nse in the exports to the United Kingdom and Japan u 
apparent Almost all this rise was shared by Madras The slight 
fall in the exports to Aden and Dependencies was all shared by 
Bombay but made up bj the considerable n^e in 1935 36 and 1936 
37 The fall in the exports to Straits Settlements Hongkong, 
Federated Malaya States Xelhcrlands Belgium and Germany was 
almost wbollr shared by Bengal and Burma In 1925 26 Bengal 
exported over 7 o miUion lb mainly to XeCLerlands Germany and 
Japan Bnt during the verv next rear her exports dwindled to 2 5 
million lb while in 193o 36 and 1936 37 the exports from Bengal 
were onlv about 32S 000 lb and 248 000 lb respectivelT Her 
exports to Germanr have stopped while these to Netherlands haxe 
enormonsly declnied Japan nenr boys wholly from Madras The 
annual a\erage exports from Bnrma during the 5 years ending 1929 
30 were 7 million lb which declined to 2 1 million Ib daring the 
quinqueamtun ending 1934 3a while her exports during 1935 36 and 
1936-37 were only 993 000 lb and 523 000 lb respectively losing 
mostly m trade with Straits Settlements Federated tfalay States 
and Hongkong 

(c) CtgarS ' — 

(») Quantify and lalae — Cigars account for about 04 per cenv 
m quantity and 1 o per cent m value of total exports of nnmanu 
factured and mannfaetnred tobaeeo The average annual export* of 
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C’gdrj (Jurjng the 5 \ears eoduijr 19‘l4-3» were 112403 lb \alued at 
abot 2 t 1 ^9 l^l fa's of rupees 

Almost 62 per cent of the annual average erports of cigars 
occur through Rangoon (see Appendix XXII) The ports in the 
Sladras P^e^ldenc^ export one third of the total while the exports 
through the ports of Bombay and Bengal are small being about 2 6 
per cent and 1 7 per cent of the total respectively 

(u) Pestinafions — The following statement gives the relative 
importance ol the diSerent countries that take Indian cigars (see 
Appendix XXIII) 

Aterage proportion of exports of eigars from Ind^a and Burma to 
different countries 


Coonby 

i 

1 Qnantitv 

1 1 




i ;; 1 

% 

'OmtcdKui^om 


1 30 3 j 

33 4 

Adeo and Ikpeudcaeiea 


1 3 9 

4 T 

Ceylon 


11 1 


Struts Settlements 




Other empire coontrlee 


2 « 1 

2 9 

Iraq 


2 1 t 


Sum 




Other foreign eonnbiee 


6 t , 

7 4 


Total j 

100 0 

100 0 


The United Kingdom Straits Settlements and Ceylon are there 
fore important hnyers and together account for 80 6 per cent in 
quantity and 78 1 per cent in value of the total average exports 
The following were the exports to these three countries during the 
past SIX years — 

Exports of cjpars 1o important countner 


(Thoosand lb ) 


Year 

United 

Kingdom 

Straits 

Settlements 

1 

1920 21 1 

45 



1931 S'* 

24 

59 


193^-33 1 

29 



1933 34 ! 

34 

6 


1934^5 

3" 

12 

1 8 

Arerage 

34 

1 44 

1 

193o 36 

43 

9 


1936-37 

29 



1937 3S 

33 

4 

11 
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It will be noticed that while exports to the Umled Kingdom are 
slowlr rising from 1933 34, those to the Straits Settlements have 
enormously declined Exports to Ceylon show no deSnite trend, 
hot if anything, they are downirards m recent years Dnnng the pre- 
depression period (5 years ending 1929-30), the United Kingdom 
imported 45,000 lb of Indian cigars on an average, so that the fall 
dnnng the fiwe years ending 1934-35 was a little over 24 per cent 
The average annnal exports to the Straits Settlements dnnng the pre- 
depression period were as high as 166,000 Ib as against only 44,000 
lb during the five years ending 1934-3o, a fall of over 73 per cent. 
In 1935-36 Straits Settlements import^ only abont 9,0(W lb of 
cigars Another fair importer of Indian cigars during the pre- 
depresaion penod was Siam The annnal average exports to Siam 
dnrinc the five years ending 1929-30 were 33000 lb which declined 
to only 12 lb in 1934-35 It is therefore evident that the exports 
of cigars to Straits Settlements and Siam two important buyers tffl 
the rear 1930-31 have not onlv declined at an enormous speed, but are 
on the lerge of di»appearance 

fill; Periodicity and trend — March to May are the months of 
high exports and together aceonnt for about 33 per cent of the aver- 
age annnal exports Jaauarr and February are the months of Jotr 
exports 

The exports of cisran have enormously declined during the part 
30 veaTb and the present exports are about 4 or 5 per cent of the 
averase annual exports during the prewar penod as can he seen 
from the followme figures — 

Exports of agars from India and Burma 
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Tha declme has been “'“rs has considerably 

already noted earlier, the I™™™*'.™ ,4 elports of Indian cigars 
declined all oyer the leorld and the demand In this 

has been ahiiost cntirclj due to ttos annual average 

decline of trade, Burma has suffered period tcere 

exports of Burma cigars f™?- *'■?. ‘^n„nc the 5 years ending 
22 j 000 lb tvhich dechned to 69,0M du Appendix 

1934 35 In 1935 36 she SMits Settlements and 

XXII) Burma lost in trade uiortr ^ “‘X Bnited Kingdom 
Siam and at present her pnncipal buy Exports from 

irhieh imported 39 000 lb of Burma 'OPi” ui 193_ 

Madras averaged 69,0001b P'>-I-X‘’Xrlrc‘’ex°portreame dorm to 
30 but during the next a years •'‘® Xy 19 000 lb Ex 

37,0001b lu 1935 36 exports from Madras^ prepared from the 

ports from Madras consist »£ auperm = P country cheroots 
irrappcr leaf imported from ^ ™ X Kingdom and Aden and 
exported mainly to Eexlra the . , ^ p^j^gr countries 

cheroots generalli go to Straits Settlements ana otn 


(d) Cxgareties — 

(t) Qumiily and an3”“P» 

the total tobacco exports from India The ate = XXIV l 

are 29 8 000 lb xalued at 2,62 lakhs J“P'“ '^1? rf cigarettes are 
Almost 98 per cent of the annual e P gp^a exports 

despatched from the ports of the Madras Presiden y 
CO cigarettes 

(,.) Deslmalmns -Ceylon is the 'atgaat customer bny^^ 
hall the average exports The other important buyers are 
S‘’ttlements and Federated Malav States 


Proporfioa cf the a, erage annml export, of oworettn from lodm 
to different countrxes 



LlICAR 
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The exports to the fl.ot th.ee couptnes tlpnnp th- past 8 years 
Iporetter iP^-a <« 

(ThoMand lb ) _ 


Ceylon 


1930 31 

1931 3-' 
193'’ 33 

1933 34 

1934 3o 


193o 30 
1938 3 
1937 38 


Straits Federated 

Settlements Malara 
States 


M Ve“oL.t» ooii l.cad-Tbere .8 not Jp„% 

tion m the inoutWj c^poits ct t girettes the a\enge mont P , 
rangmg from 20 000 to 2^000 U> March sems to oiUy 

month of high exports (sec tlidgr-m facing page 45) when 
average about 34 000 lb arc exported , . seen 

The exports of cigarettes show an iipwird trend as can 
from the foUoiving statemeui — 

Total exports* of cigareUes from indto 


War average 

Post war avera e 

192o 26 to 19^9 30 average 

1930 31 

1931 32 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1934 3o 


1935 36 

1936 37 
193' 33 

iToiTiir^Bnr^tnrl. a«o™tei 1 

2 1 miUion lb valued at 65 lakhs of rupees in 1937 38 
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It IS e\ideiit that the exports of cigarettes are increasing due 
mainly to increase in the production of cigarettes in India. The 
exports m 1937 38 were the highest recorded so far 

(ej Other sorts of manufactured tobacco — ^The other sorts of 
manufactured tobacco exported consist mainU of bidib pr-^pared 
hookah and chewing tobaccos and snuff The average annual quan 
titv exported is d&oOOO lb valued at Rs fc9 000 On an average 
about 96 per cent of the exjiorts ocem fUrouf’h the ports of Bengal 
Cevlon and Maldives are the important buvers among the Empire 
conntr es and together tal e about per cent of the average annual 
export's Muscat Territorv Trucnl Oman and other \ati\e States 
m Arabia are the chief foreign punha..ers and together account for 
14 per ceu of the average antm^ exports 

(2) ExroiTft BY LiNi> Fpontieb Routes 

Large qaantitica almost wholJv unmanufactured tobacco used for 
hookah and srnoijng are exported through land frontier rou es 
adjacent to N W F P Kashmir I P Bihar BengaJ Assam and 
Burma (see Appendices II and XVIII) 

The following statement shows the exports from India and 
Burma •— 


E:rpo)is through land frontier routes 
(Thonaaod lb ) 


Penod, 

IsdiA 

Bonaa. 

1925-26 to ig^S-SO Arerage ' 

10 33S 

3 2 

1930-31 , 

10 3a0 ! 

"o8 

1931.32 1 

11010 1 

186 

1932-33 

0 "3'’ 

9 

1933-34 

g- o 

I”! 

1934 35 ' 

9103 

1 6 

Arertge j 

9 6S9 

164 

1935-36 i 

1 9 0“' 

1 309 

1936-37 j 

9.2"& 

' 4u0 


The exports thus declined bv about 6 per cent in India and o6 
per cent m Burma during the five years ending 1934 3o as com 
pared with the qumqueniual average exports ending 19 "^6 April 

to duly are months of high exports from India and the permd 
LUCAB 
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atcountmc for 41 per cent of the averaite annual exports Minimum 
StS oLur in 'Pebruai, Prom March they commence to rce 
and reach the raa'timum mually m the month of July 

In Burma there is not much periodic-il sanation in exports the 
average monthly outgo ranging from a hundred to two hundred 
maunds 


(3) Exports by sna TiiRouan Kathiawar and Travancorb Ports. 

There are no exports of tobacco or tobacco products from 
Travaneore ports Ihe average annual exports from Kathiawar 


ports are extremely small being as below — 

lb 

Manufactured tobacco 

1,123 

Cigars 

533 

Other sorts of manufactured tobacco 

3,530 

' Total 

5,186 


(4) Exports through FoRiaoN Possessions 
Exports through the ports of French and Portuguese Possessions 
iu India are small and negligible The average annual exports 
from the French Posfioesions are about 2 000 lb while those from 
the Poituguese Possessions also come to about the same figure 
Almost the whole of tins is foreign tobacco re exported 

(5) Total exports from India and Burma sr sE.i and land 
The average annual total exports of different types of unmanu 
factured and manufactured tobacco from India and Burma, by sea 
and land are shown in the following statement 


Average annual exports from hidta and Surma by sea and land 
(In Ibouskndt) 


Type j 

Rr tisb porte ^ 

1 

Land Frontier 1 
Roohw j 

Nsthiswar 

ZVayancore 
j States Porta 

' Tbtal. 


lb 

Ra 

Ib 



Ra 

lb 1 

j Ba. 

Unmannlaetured 

25 969 

1 8269 

9863 

9 58* 

, 

t 

35 823 

I 93 27 

Cigars 

112 

129 



1 1 

1 

113 

130 

C gsretUa 

296 

W1 





296 1 

1 2 51 

Ot> er aorta of msDU 
factored tobacco 

485 

89 



4 

J 

489 , 

1 90 

Total 

«(, 80“* 

88 98 

9 853 

9 68 

6 

2 

36 721 

1 97 98 


'Valoes of ejtporu by land frOBtiH nrat«s uc not docUred and these exporta are »aJ <d 
•tan average pr ce (Rs 8 per raanodlnd nginarcaa Item where these escorts occur 
tValaelanttian Ea 200 
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D.__R6-exports 


Re.e.port trade « 

unmanutactared tobacco, foreign countries while 

cianntactured pnnc.paUy to Empire 

:Sr5 a’’s'’carbe"m the staSment in Appen^ XXV. 



Be erpori. of o,anufaoU,red tobacco f rom India and Burma 

Value 


1930-31 

1931 32 

1932 33 
1933-31 
1934 35 

l93o 36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 


14 331 
19.559 
8,812 
7,416 
40,153 
18,054 
10,736 
9,752 
8,711 


Bs 

55,606 
61,34^ 
30 075 
25,325 
127,303 
59,932 
48,438 
35,829 
25.055 



The re export trade m unmamifactured and manufactured 
tohaeeo thus forms but a very •nnall part of the total export and 
import trade in tobacco and tobacco products Lninan^aetured 
tobacco IS re-exported principally to Aden and Dependencies among 
the Empire countries and bmall quantities to th» United States of 
America amon^ the foreign countries 3Iannfac?tured tobacco is 
exported chieflv to the Emted Kingdom Aden and Dependencies 
Cevlon Straits Srttiemenis and Lahrein Islands among the Empire 
conntneM and Mu^kit Ternt<r\ and Tmcial Oman and China apd 
Japan among the forei"n countries 

E — Total and net available supplies 


Cntoo-aDd (ft I j (ThoD.aD<l Ib ) 


— 1 

1 

! 

InHa 

1 

Lurma ^ 

1 

In ha j 

Bniiat 

1 

Gto*i product on lo th# pr%- 1 
cedifl, vear 

» 42J 22S 

1 

1 rt 1 

1 346 ’40 

103 040 

Total Suppli** 





Net product on available far 
ctmannipti ID allowing i 
per cent loss on dna r . 
and waste id msimfac- 1 

1 143 as’ 

80 84 

1 1 /■699> 

8» 432 

Imports by sea | 

617> 

1 13 SO’ 

9 227 ' 

i5 5e» 

Imports by land I 

9026 

So 

8^15 

125 

Drduet — ^ 

1 1 9 183 , 

1 91081 

1 094 434 

98 119 

Exports and re-eiporta by sea | 

42 03 1 

8 91' i 

44 2’4 i 

4170 

Exports and re-exports by land j 

9"03 1 

308 

9 230 

430 

i 

51 jOS 

322o 

53 454 

4600 

EaUnee available { 

1 107 7 

SI 4o6 

1 040 9S0 

93 510 


On the basis of ^timated popnlation in 193o 36 and 1936-3' 
net available supply m India and Bnrma dnnng th® 
31 and 29 lb in India and 6 6 lb and 6 7 lb u 
lJurma respectively 




INTER CHAPTER ONE 


[Szipphj 


On the a\erage giowcrs 921 P^i cent of their 
tobiceo Cl op The annual \alue of the crop in India is 
somewheie about 18 eioies ot lupees, and constitute'’, 
theiefoic, an important ‘’oince of rca(I\ ca«Ii to the cul 
tiva tor's At pre'^ent tobacco occupies only 4 out of eveiy 

1.000 acies of the somi aiea but this aeieage is steadily 
espandjiig at the latc of about 2 pci cent per annum 
About one million atics aie gromi in the Piovinces, 

300.000 in the Indnu States and 100,000 acres in Burma 

More than half the Indian production is coneen 
trated in 0 cleaih defined zouc« The ^oith Bengal 
(including Cooch Behar State) and North Bilia) areas 
aie both important foi the pioduction of hoohaJi and 
other types of tobacco The Chatotm area in Gujerat 
along Tnth that of Nipani m the '’outh of Bombay 
Pre^idenc} hare a special reputation for then lidi 
tobaccos, "^heieas the icinaiumg area, that of Guntur in 
Madras Piesidency, is outstanding foi the production 
of high class cigarette leaf 

Many difteient tyjies of growing plants and of manu 
factured products are included imder the term “ tobacco ” 
and it IS not always easj to understand in what sen^^e the 
woid IS u^ed Cultivators, for example, who grow the 
tobacco do not always know to what use it will be put 
and would not reeogm-’e it in its final form Similarly, 
the man who ‘smokea, chews oi snuffs tobacco would be 
quite unable to recogmse the pioduct growing in the 
fields It IS unfortunate also that many members of the 
agncultural departments apparently do not know the 
fundamental characteristics and u'’es of the different 
types of tobacco as grown in then districts 
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There are two main botanical types, viz , NicoHana 
Rustxca and Nxcohana Tdbacum The former has a 
yellow flower and a coaise textured leaf, bioad and 
lounded at the ape\ and is gcuerallj a more robust and 
densely giouing plant than N Tabacim, which has a 
white 01 pmk flowei and an elongated, comparatively 
smooth and gcneialh pointed leaf 

The ti\o speuca should be cleaih distingmshed 
Tlie cuiod lent of N limtica is daik oi gieemsh brown, 
the nicotine content may be as high as 8 pci cent and its 
<hict use IS in the piepaiation of hookah, chewing and 
sniifr tobntos Iho cuiod leaf of V Tahacnm lauges 
iiO]n lenioi ytilow *0 icddiMi liown, the nicotine con 
tent na\ 1>c is low as ’ perccit and it *piovides the 
cntiic supply of cigaietto cigar cheroot and hxii 
tobaccos as well as to a gi cat extent lieing put to the same 
uses as N Itu^ticn 

N Rii<xtica icprescnts in India one thud of the total 
production and is confined to the legion noith of a hnc 
loining C ill iitta and Kaiachi In this icgion about one 
thud ot the ^ Tnhacuni ciop is also pioduced the rest 
grow ng in peninsiihi India south of a line Alimedabad 
Cakutn \ 2 o/mcj/w pennies neaih the whole of 
tin. LXjioit tiadc in and othci smoking tobaccos, a 
small piopoihon oiih consisting of N Rti’iUca 
Although \ Rifshca is gio\vn to some extent in Eiuope 
and (’Inni it does not hguie in then expoit tiade It 
IS cei> nnpoitant to observe the fact that the world’s 
mtci national trade as a whole consists of iV 
and not of N Rustica 

Official ]nodintion estimates make no distinction 
between tlic two mam species and are also misleading m 
reo'ard to vicld The aveiage animal yield pei acie of 
law tobacco in India is official] v estimated at 1179 
in file hve ycais ending 1931 32, as against 1565 lb pel 
ac.n in the piovious five yeais These figuies might be 
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taken to indicate that pelds aie falling oft whereas 
the real explanaliou probablj is that provinces 
and States are trying to correct, giadually, the errors ic. 
the ongiiial basis of the estimates In Bombay Presi 
deucj, foi example, the staudaid jiehl is based on a 
foinmla de-sised in 1884, and the cstiiiuitcd jield per acie 
at that time piobahh refeiied lo the ciop as cut gieeu 
It would appear from enquiiies made in the coiii*se ot 
the maiketing suiiei tliat the offaial c'^hmates for the 
Piesidency aie moie than thicc time-' tlu utiul figuie^ 
111 Mv'sore on the othei naud the actual pioductiou is 
moie Tlnn double tint nidnatcd b\ the official c'^tmntes 
In the Guntm disUict of Madia^ ibout tuo thnds of th^* 
aiea is now luidei Viigmn tipC" of tobuco vhicli iield 
on an aveiage about 7o0 11) of ia\i leaf oi about 400 — jOO 
lb of pioces'^ed lent pci a<u hut tlje iffieial ^taiidaid 
yield foi the distiiet ls^stJll maintained at 1000 lb pei 
acre 

The statistical position '■omeuliat comjdieated m 
so fai as in eeitain paits, 1 1 / the I nitcd Pioiince*> the 
piactire is to harNC"! stalks, and stems alon? vuth the 
leaf Tlie aveiagc jneld poi aero thciofoio in this 
proTincG IS well o^el 2000 lb of wliuli one thud con 
‘^ists of ‘Stalks and stems 

Taking the count \ as a whole it ^eems that lie 
I'crage vield of lav tilled tobacco pel acic foi the t>ix 
Aeais ending 1935 36 wajj somewlieie about 959 lb which 
included IS pei cent (173 lb ) of stalks and stems The 
iveraee vield of ciucd leaf alone is theiefoie about 786 
lb pel acre 

Inteniational tiade in tobacco now laigely consists 
of leaf of different tyiies of the iV Tahaciini species 
Foi Indian ‘statistics to be intelligible both in India and 
abioaa, it is therefoie es'^ential to tlassifv the tobacco 
aiea and production bi species and tiTies with a view to 
developing tne internal as well as the external trade 
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As the method of cm mg delenniues to a laige extent the 
quallt^ and final nse of the tobacco leaf, it is desirable 
to have complete infoimation with regard to the quanti 
ties of the vaiious types produced by the diffeieut 
methods of cm mg 

The laigest amount of the mteinational tiade con- 
sists of flue cm ed tobacco foi which the demand is 
steadilj inci easing The total production of this type 
in India, houeiei, at pre‘=:ent lepiesents onlj 2 per cent 
of the total Moie than two thuds of all the tobacco is 
giound cuied j e , it is cut and allowed to he m the field 
to b« cuied the sun Anothei quarter of the produc 
tion IS lach cured and about 5 per cent pit cuied As a 
fii st step towai ds impi o\ mg official statistics production 
should be estimated in lespect of the two distmct 
species, A JRmhca and V Tabacum and the latter should 
be sub divided into (a) Virgmia and (&) Desi (oi Natu), 
each of nbich should m turn be sub diiided into (1) 
flue cured and (2) sun cured Tins would go a long 
way towai ds dealing up the present ob'?curity 

India produces about onefouith of the tobacco in 
the world and vet continues to import considerable 
quantities — particularly of immanufactured tobacco 
from tlie United States — and the quantity has been m 
creasing Theie is, however, a certain amount of satis 
faction to be found in the fact that impoits of cigarettes 
have shown a more than corresponding decrease Im- 
ports of ciffars have also fallen off considerably but un 
fortmnteh the exports of cigars from India and 
particularly from Burma have shown an enormous drop 
and now represent only about 0 4 per cent of the total 
quantity of manufactured and unmanufactured tobacco 
exported It is gratifying to observe that exports of 
unmanufactuied tobacco m recent years Lave risen, 
particularly to the Umted Kingdom and Japan The 
.ncrease m the exports of Virginia flue cured tobacco 



73 


to tlie Uiuted Kingdom during the past foui years is 
parbeulariy stiikrpg In 193Jr^5 these exports amount 
ed to 9 3 million pounds and the figure ■was moie than 
doubled in 1937 38 This is an indication of the gi owing 
populantv of the good quality flue cured Viignua tobaceo 
produced in India 
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CHAPTER n— UTILISATION AND DEMAND 


A — Quantitative demand 
(1) Ukuaxupactured tobacco 

Tobacco IS mostlj consumed m the eounlrj in the form of 
manufactured tobacco products namely cigarettes cigars cheroots 
h^dls hookah and chewing tobacco and snuff The quantity eon 
sumed in unmanufactured form is extremely small being confined 
entirely to hookah and chewing tobaccos Unmanufactured tobacco 
is therefore almost entiieh demanded by manufacturers whose 
sources of snpplv are the local production and the imports Tahing 
into c( nsideration therefore the production within the country 
imports and exports the net asailable supplies of unmanufactured 
tobacco in India ire in he it d in the following statement 


innial i et i ni}a1}e wpphes of unmanufactured tobacco tn India 


(MilhoD lb ) 


— 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1 

1934 3a 

1 

1935 36 

1 

1936 37 

1 

Average 

Orosa production m 
preceding j ear 

1 272 

1 306 1 

1 154 

1 429 

1346 

1301 

J)eduot 2f>Oo on account 
of dnage damage and 
wastage lo manufac 

254 

1 

“Cl 

231 

286 

269 

260 


1 018 

I Ola 

923 

1 143 

1 077 

1,041 

adid imports bv tea* 

13 

•3 

8 

6 

9 

10 

Add imports bv land 

IJ 

8 

6 

10 

8 

9 

Deduct exports bv sea* 

36 

42 

39 

42 

44 

41 

Deduct exporta bv land 

9 

9 

9 

10 

9 

9 

Net supplies available 
for manufacture and 
consumption 

997 

1015 

889 

I 107 

1,041 

; 1010 


demand for unmanufactured tobacco m 
India may therefore be taben at 1010 million lb after allotnn" 2“ 


‘Include coutal importa and exports 
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per cent on account of loss of moisture, damage and "waste m manu- 
facture 

Similar figures for Burma given below show that the approxi 
mate a%erage annual demand for unmanufactured tobacco from the 
Burmese manufacturers comes to about 86 million lb 

Annual net aiailable supplies of unmanufactured tobacco tn 
Burma 

(Milhoalh} 


— 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

Average 

Gross prodnetion la 

preceding year 

S7 

87 

101 

lOI 

103 

96 

Deduct 20% on accoant 
otdnage damage and 
wastage in manofac 
twe 

1 17 

i 17 

1 20 

1 

1 20 

1 

21 ' 

1 

19 

1 


1 

"0 

70 

81 ; 

81 

82 ; 

77 

.4(fd imports by Bea* 

imports by landf 

15 ' 

13 1 

13 ' 

14 1 

16 1 

! 

14 

Deduct exports by sea* 

Deduef exports by landf 

5 

8 

4 

3 

4 

5 

"Vet aradable enppbes for 
mannfactme and con 
sumption 

80 

75 

90 

92 

94 

86 


(2) ToBicco Products 

(a) AU tobacco products — Estimates of consumption of the 
different tobacco products m the "various Indian proMnces and 

*InoInde coastal imports and e x por ts 
t About 0 3 milUoii 1b on an Moiago 
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btates and Burma ds based ou enquines made m 1934 Jo are given 
m Appendix XAVIII and illustrated in the diagram facing this 
page Ibe figures guen m the appendix show that tha total con 
Bumptive demand for all manufactured tobacco products comes to 
1 016 3 million lb or 2 915 lb per capita in India and 86 9 million 
lb or 6 38 lb per capita m burma 


It maj be stated that as given in Appendix XXVI the net 
available siipplj in India of all tobaccos (manufactured and uninanu 
id(iured) in 1JJ4 Jj uas 8091 million lb as agamst 1016 3 million 
lb as armed at m App nd x XXVIII The difference mav le 
accounted toi Oy the poinon appropriated from the previous years 
cirrj overs uecessitaled the low production m 1933 34 The 
diffeieuce in the hgmes tor Buima as given m Appendices XXVII 
and XX'VIII mav also be accounted b> the year to year variation m 
the size of the crop For similar reasons differences are observed 
between the figuies of consimption for India and Burma as given 
m Appendix XX^ ill and those dealt with m the previous section on 
the quantitative demand for unmanufactured tobacco Thus while 
the cousuDiplion ot manufactured tobacco in India m 1934 35 was 
1 016 3 million lb tl c quant tv of unman ifactured tobacco available 
toi manufictuie in the same year was only 889 million lb, the 
difference being aeeonnted for by the carry overs from the previous 
years due to the smaller size of the crop in the country m 1933 34 


It may be interesting to compare the per capita consumption 
figures for India (2 91 lb ) and Burma (6 38 lb) with those of the 
some of the important tobacco consumitm countries of the world lihe 
the Netherlands (7 8 lb ) L S A (6 lb ) U K (3 32 1b) 
Germany (3 24 lb) and France (2 9 lb) The figures available 
foreign countries are for 1932 but they show 
that the per capita consumption in India is not large and that the 
figure for Burma compares favourably with that of some of the 
biggest tobacco producing countries of the world Tobacco smoking 
in Burma IS more general tlian m several other countries of the 
world and it is estimated that at least four fifths of the Burmese 
wTnoth ^ children use tobacco m one form 


the smoking is becoming mire and more 

cigarettes is m trend of consumption of 

is' met bv \ poition of the demand m India 


SU)iied*'m^the'differentTT^ quantitv of cigarettes coa 

1934-35 Pa»™ecs and States and Burma .n 
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Ay^RA CE MONTHL V WHOLESALE PR/CES 
PER MAUND Of ELL/E-CLJRED V/RG/m 
CLCARETTE TOBACCO AT CUHTUR 

-VAX /MUM or r//tM / 


RUPBCS 
PTR Af/Om 


H/N/MUM or riRM / 
MAX/MOAf or riRM z 
M/N/MUM or r/RM 2 


Rupees 

PePMAUW 



Rupees 

pep MAUND 


AVERAGE MOtVTHLi WHOLESALE PR/CES 
PER MAUNTT or SUN-CURED V/RC/N/A 
C/CARE TIE TOBACCO AT CUNT UR 


AfAXTAfUM or QUALT/y 

M/N/MUM or /*'■ omury _ - 


Rupees 

peRM/^‘j'^ 
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oJ cons,..,.pt,o„ 

Jvdm and tn Itvrma m IJdi Jo 


Total 1 

consumption 




1 1 129 796 

0 12o 

44 

Assam 



0 0.>4 


Ben'^al 



0 042 


Bihar and OrL«sa 



0 118 

41 

Birabav 



0 0t4 

15 

Central rrormCLB 



0 02S 

10 

Jladras 



0 083 


N W F P 



0 0o8 

20 

Punjab 


67“ 302 

0 155 

d4 

Sind 



0 O’O 


United Provmee^ 



1 0 111 i 

1 39 

Baroda 



1 0 Os" 

1 30 

Isuaro 8 Dominions 



0 044 

1 15 

Kashmir 



1 0 107 

37 

llvsor® 



' 0 009 

3 

Trarancore 


1 39o7 150 

1 0 075 

26 

Burma 

Total India 

1 20 0163o8 

1 0 0o7 

20 

1731810 

1 

1 0 127 

44 


Note. — ^T ho ouiititi slonn i* i 


s of t1 e t Mpco contorts 

Tte nor c'loit'i consumption m India thus out at 20 

c.gareul,’^ It “ S.nd at 54 tltongh tor the cheaper brand 

mostly AS!„m comes nest tnth as Urge “ 
demand lor hioh grade cigarettes is highest m the f 

of Iiathmipnr in Issanl presliraahli because of the comparati > 
large European population Bombay consanies ° 

cigarettes and her per capit? consiimotion irorh “"‘ f “ 

IS an extensile demand in the procmce tor p"ckets of ten cigarettes 
sold at one am a p-r packet or tiro Clgavelte hf Pue ‘n retell Th 
per capi'a demand for cigare tes in 111- \orili Wes Frontier Pro 
tinee it estimated at 2!1 niam'i of the cheap brands In the Pmfb. 
a large section of its people are proLiLiteii the nS“ of tobacco m ani 
form bj the tenets of Si hisr Silhs constitute about 13 per cent 
'o! the population c£ the proMn^e and tin-, appe'-is to be the mam 
reason uhj the consumption of tobacco piolcCts there is so low as 
compared with ♦^he neishbourmg provinces of St»d the AorfA llest 
Froiit cr Proiincc or tie United Prottnees, as would be seen later 
The cigarette however b“mg m fashion appears eomparativ elv un 
affected and to have a fair nnmber of consumers Of the total 
cigarette smohing population about two thirds smoke low quality , 
a fourth m°diuni qualitv and remamder high quabtv cigarettes The 
consumption in Bihar and Onssa and Central Provinces is about the 
same being 15 cigarettes per capita It is estimated that only about 
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2 per cent of the smoLinc population in the Central Proitnecs and 
Berar <«ffiohe eitrarettes In Madras and the Viuied Prorin-ces the 
demand for ci"^renea is distnlrated all o\er the province and the 
rate per head about 10 ci^rette^ 

Among the States Boroda con-itimes Urge quantities of 
ciirarettes and the demand is met tnamlr bv the cnrarettes imported 
from outside the State There is a cismretle facton m Baroda but 
a xerv large portion of the eisrarettes manufactured m it are con 
«umed out ide the State In Mysore mo«t of the cigarettes smoked 
are of low urades. The entire demand in the State with the excep- 
tion of a small quantitr of imported cigarettes is for the Indian 
product. The eonsomp ion of cigarette in the \t~a>n’j Dominions 
is fairlr lai^e heme about 30 cicarettes p^r capita. 

Bunnu is a heaw eonsumer of tobacco products and her eon 
sumption of cigarette' falls m line with her reputation as such. 

{c) Cioort and cAcroofs — The following statement gives the 
quantitative demand for cigars and cheroots in the important consnm 
mg provinces and 'states of India and in Burma in 1934-3o — 


Evfjnatfd consumption of ooar* and eAfroots in Indio and Burma 
m 


Pronaw ot State 

OaantilT 

consumed. 

Consumption 
per capita. 

Bengal 

lb 

1 

lb 

Nos. 

4 

Bihar aniOn»«a 

& 


• 

Boabar 

32s00rt 

0 014 , 

3 

Ceatnl Pronaces and Briar 

eojro 

0 OM 1 

1 

Iladraa 

g9 631 “ve 

1 661 

3*2 

\ W F P 

1 ISOtO 1 


« 

'Pn-ijmti 

:jo,4is ' 

0 001 1 

» 

Smd 

60,0^4 


3 

United IVonnoea 

51^ 

0 001 

• 

Nizam 8 Dominions 

410 000 ' 

0 027 

5 

Mrsore 

06 334 

0 008 I 

2 

TravancOre 

, 29 520 

0 005 t 

1 

Other areas 

1 S16T6S 1 

0 012 1 

3 

Total India 

92 4';9 «95 

0 26o 1 

53 


"3 052 000 

5 3-0 1 

547 


Sors. — Tie ira^it of tie tobacco is w tenas of set wei^t 
■‘Neslic'We 


Ifadros ranks first and is outstandmg among the provinces of 
India as regards *he con umption of cigars and cheroots the annual 
pe' capita consumption being estimated at 3T2 In the Circors, 
especiaUv m the Fi ayapafam and Godatan di'tncts of the Presi 
denev the u>e of cheroots is almo't universal among the smokaug 
popnlation The annual consumption in Bfvqal worts out at 4 
c gars and cheroots per capita \i ani’s Dominiont is the otilv 
State where there is anr appreciable consumption of cigars and 
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cheroots In other provinces and States the demand for cigars and 
cheroots is extremely small 

In Burma the consumption of clierooh, i& almost umrersal araona 
the adult population and eien children There are ttvo hinds of 
cheroots in use One is the ordinary hind of cheroot or use lyin letk 
■wrapped m tohaceo leaf, and the other is the torch cheroot or Use- 
laxc-leiK made vnth a mixture of chopped tobacco stalk and shredded 
leaf as filler, and the sheath of the maize coh or the prepared leaf 
of “ Thanat’bin ” (Cordia Spp) or the sheath ■which envelops the 
leaf base of the “ Kun bin (areca nut tree), as the wrapper 

(d) Pipe and cut tobacco — The demand for this type of roanu 
faetured tobacco is concentrated m big cities and comes mainly from 
tile European and Anglo Indian population The quantitj con 
sumed in India m 1934 35 is estimated at the extremely small quantity 
of 517 830 lb In Bombay the annual consumption of pipe and cut 
tobaccos is about 246,000 lb which works out at 0 013 lb per 
capita The total demand in Bengal is 139,810 lb and the per 
capita comes to about 0 003 lb In the other provinces and Indian 
States the demand is extremely small In Burma the consumption 
of pipe and cut tobacco is n^hgible and is estimated at 11,480 Ib 
m 1934 So 

(c)Bidis— The btdi is the poor man’s cigarette The state- 
ment given beloiv shons the estimated consumption of btdis m the 
provinces and States of India and Burma in 1934 35 


Estmated consumption of btdis tn Indio end Burma 


Proviaeo or State 

Total 

Per capita 


Quantity 




lb 

lb 


Assam 

560.880 

0 062 

62 





Biiai and Onssa 

4 895,400 



Bombay 

8 919,140 



Central Provmces and Berar 

2,870,000 



iladras 

10,29o,100 







Punjab 

127.797 

0 005 


Sind 

United Pronness 

2.804.400 
3,424 512 

0 687 

637 

Baroda 




Nizam s Donuniona 

10.004,000 



Kasbrmr 

254,692 

0 06S 

68 


3,852,811 



Ttavancote 

750,300 

0 137 

137 


11,449.354 

0 217 

217 

Total TndT«. 

M.6S7.924 

0 197 

197 

Burma . . 

6,479,968 

0 476 

476 


'toTE — Only tie tobacco contamed in the b»3w ias been taken into acconat 
in tie statement Tie wci£it of tie teat is eacluded 

LllCAR 
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The per capita consiumption of btdis in India norks out at 197 
hdis Stnd rani s first among the provinces as regards the annual 
Lonsumptioa of hidts Bombay comes next in rank and the 
importance ot Die province as a consumer of bidis is m keeping with 
the fact that it is the most important area for the cnUnation of itdi 
tobacco which is despatched to all parts of the countrv Madras has 
a per capita consumption of 2Ib ftidis Central Promnees and Beraf 
have the most important btdi manufacturing centres m the country 
but the per capita consumption comes to only 179 hidis Bengal 
and Bihur and Orissa come next with 133 and 126 hidis per capita 
In the Lnited Pratmees there is only a small demand for buiis 
This not surprising in view of the fact that the people ot the pro 
Vince are mainly hookah smokers In the Punjab and Assam also 
the demand tor btdis is small I he consumption of bidis in the 
horth IFest /’rentier Ptovtnee is extremely small and the eonsumi 
tion IS mamlj confined to Indian troops who are reenuted from the 
iidi smoking areas and the servant class m the towns It is doubtful 
whether the hidi would ever appeal to the sturdj Pathan 

Tie demand for btdis in the htsam’s Dominions appears to be 
the largest among the Indian States In Baroda the annual con 
sumption stands at (be high figure ot 660 bidts per capita la Mysore 
also there is a large demand for bidis 

On the whole it appears tliat tlie hdt is a popular smoke m 
western and southern parts of the countrj Of the two cheap 
smokes tl e bid and the hookah the latter is more popular m the 
north where the btdi occupies but a place of minor importance 
In Burma the consumption is large and works out at 476 lidis 
per capita 

(/) Other tobacco products — The estimated demand for mauu 
factured hookah and chewing tobaccos and snuff is shown below — 


Province or State 

1 Total 

' Quantity 

Per capita 
consumption 


1 

1 lb 

Ib 

Assam 

1 

1 26 256 892 

2 9 

-Rensal 

iVi'.TftPoW 

.“’Ji 

BiLar and Orissa 

105 828 796 

2 7 

Bombay 

46 257 020 

2 6 

Central Provinces and Berar 

11 344 290 

0 7 

l^fadras 

1 

60 242 876 

1 0 
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} rofi/io^orSlatc 

1 

Total i 

Ouaot tj 

L - ' 

1 

1 Per capita 

1 consumption. 


1 Ib 

lb. 

\ 1\ > P 

16 **.^12 

t 6 3 

1 1 njab 

4» 412718 

i 2 0 


1 926S3<S 

j 2 2 

Un ted Trov » 

219 021 ‘>6‘» 

4 i 

Baioda 

1 3 068 3^8 

( 1 2 

"SiT-aTn B Domimoos 

I 15 924 O""* 

1 1 

Kashmir 

1 3 993 9''4 

1 1 1 

Mysore 

1 S "Oo 530 

1 3 

Travancore 

9 5 1 ‘"8 

1 S 

Otherarsas , 

J]S“14 600 

2 S 

Total India 

S35 069 130 

2 4 

b™. 

5 S"9 289 

1 0 4 


> (riE.— -Onlj the tobacco content has been taken lato accoont 


The per capita consumption m the ^o^f/^T^cs^ i^’rontter Pro 
ttnce IS Tcry high and largely consists of hookah tobacco Hookah 
smokmg js aiiaost nnirersa) amongst the smoking population of the 
proTinee and more especiall\ in the rural areas A hookah is con 
fiidered as an essential requisite of the village Rujra (meeting place) 
and small fancy bags containing supplies of tobacco for the purpose 
are earned by most of the smart looking villagers The nse of snuff 
also IS popufar among t&e people 

In the United Protinces an important centre for hookah tobacco 
mannfactnre the consumption is heavy and works out at 4 4 lb 
per capita The major portion of the demand is for hookah tobacco 
although there is considerable demand for chewing tobacco as 
Well 

In Assam the demand is more for hookah tobacco Hookah 
smoking IS preialent in all the distncts m the plains and to a smaller 
extent m the hilly regions The demand for chewing tobacco is 
greater m the Upper Assam valley than m the Lower Assam and 
Surma vallevs and comes mainly from the rural population 
eoohes m the tea gardens The consumption of chewing tobacco 
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made from Jati tobacco is confined chiefly to the districts m the 
plains 

In Bengal these tobacco products find more favour with the 
rural population Bengal consumes mamli hookah tobacco and her 
demand for chewing tobacco and snutf is small In Bihar and Onssa 
large quantities of both hookah and chevnng tobaccos are consumed 
The demand for hoo) ah tobacco in Bombag is negligible Chewing 
tobacco is however m demand practically all over the presidency 
The consumption of snuff is generally confined to old people In 
the Punjab local tcbacco is in demind tor the manufacture of hookah 
tobacco and the imported tobacco is used to impait strength to it 
Mains irnsuuies only a n^ligible quantity of hookah tobacco 
The d maud is ma niy for pit cured Veenampalayam chewing tobacco 
and t e chief consuming districts are Madura Sladras Tanjow 
Alalabar rrichinopolv \ellore North Arcot and South Arcot The 
eonsumpticm of ordinarc chewing tobacco is concentrated at Madura 
Tricliinopoh Tmnevelh Nellore and Ganjam distncts and that for 
scented chewing tobacco at Madras North Arcot and Chingleput 
districts South Kanara satisfies her demand for chewing tobacco 
from local production Madras snuff is enough to meet the entire 
demand of the Southern dislriets and the requirements of the West 
feast are met bv Maugilore snuff Snuff has made practically no 
entry into the ( ]^ear^ where the {eople prefer cigars and cheroots 
In Mysore and Traiancore States the consumption under this 
head comprises mainlv of clewing tobacco In Mysore the habit 
of chewing tobacco in the form of bits or powder is fairly common 
In Traiancore the demand for Tinnevelly chewing tobacco w 
restricted to the labouring classes m Tovala Agesteeswaram 
Shenkotta and Devicolaro areas Of the two kinds of Coimbatore 
chewing tobacco Thallaykettu and hadduJettu, the latter is more 
expensive than the other and hence its consumption is restricted In 
the whole uf Travancore State there is a special liking for 
tobacco for chewing purposes and large quantities arc imported 
annually from Ceylon as already noted earlier in Chapter I 

Burma consumes considerable quantities of chewing tobacco 
The local demand for hookah tobacco and snuff is extremely negh 
-'ible 

B — Qualitative demand 

(1) TjNMANUFACTUREa) TOBACCO 

The quality characteristics of the pnncipal commercial types of 
tobacco have already been described in the previous chapter They 
may however be summarised at this place In the case of flue cureo 
Virginia cigarette tobacco a leaf with bright lemon colour and fiuc 
silky texture with the least amount of blemish and damage is gi”® 
preference to others The most desirable qualities m sun curej 
Virginia tobacco are bright colour good texture and absence of 
blemishes and those of sun cured Natu (country) tobacco are brigW 
colour good texture and body and lack of blemishes on the leaf 
"he flavour m all these types should be pleasing and neutral or foe® 
from pungency and objechouable— e y , earthy— or unusual aromas 
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The burers of cigarette tobacco are tbe manufacturers and the 
esporter;> from the Guntur District The principal cigarette factories 
are located, in Bombav Sukkur JulUmdur Allahabad Calcutta 
Sabaranpur Monghjr and Bangalore The cigarette factories at 
the last three places belon" to the Tobacco Manufacturers (India) 
Ltd and the Cigarette Afanufacturers (India) Ltd who specialise 
in the manufacture of medium and high grade cigarette There 
are also cigarette factories at Hsderabad (Deccan) and Bezwada 
Excepting the factories belonging to the Tobacco Alanufacturers 
(India) Ltd and the Cigarette Alanufacturers (India) Ltd and 
thae working in Calcntt the other factories demand leaf of 
mediocre and low grades The demand for imported cigarette leaf 
and for high class Indian cigarette tobacco is almost entirely confined 
to the factories located in Calcutta and those belonging to the Tobacco 
Alanufaeturers (India) Ltd and (he Ci'^arette Alanufacturers 
vlndia) Ltd 

In the manufacture of cigars ♦here is a greater deman 1 for leaf 
with uniform brown colour and without anv greenish tinge good 
and continuous burn strong and agreeable flavour good size and 
pleasant aroma After bumin" tbe leaf should lease behind white 
ash A combination trpe of leaf which will serve as a wrapper 
binder and filler is gnen preference The leaf used as filler and 
binder has colour lanmg from light vellow to light brown It is 
mild m flavour thin m texture and light m weight Leaf with 
light golden colour tending towards light brown ilkv texture glosss 
and lu-stious surfaces leaving white ash after burning i* the one 
used as wrapper m superior cigars The demand for imported and 
local cigar tobacco is from manufacturers of cigars from Di idigul 
Tnchinopolv and Aladras and m the case of Burma froi i Pangoon 
Alandalai and other small manaficturing centres 

In the manufacture of cheroots (be purchase of the leaf is made 
generallv on considerations of colour size texture strength aud 
aroma k leaf with unif< nn liWit brown colour !•> preferred In 
Guntur anti Godaaari di (nets of Madras the local Innka toba co 
IS used both as ivrapper anl filler the laiger sized leaves with daij^ 
colour being preferred for wrapper and those witli Iif^ht colour for 
filler The Lankas tobacco i* aNo in demand m Madras Tnchinopolv 
and Tinu‘*velb districts foi the manufacture of cheroots On the 
west coast in Cannanore lai^e Jcaies of Bhataui tobacco with thin 
texture are in demautl for wrapper and Mettupalavam tobacco wbjcb 
IS stronger than the former i u ed as filler 

Tbe chief Opes of huh tobacco m demand all over the countrv 
are Oi<;erafi and Aipam birfr tobaccos On account of its larger 
production Gujeiaii tobacco is consume I to a larger extent than 
A ipaiM The Ajpawi tobacco is considered stronger than Oi/jeratt 
and these two varieties are mixed together m different proportions to 
manufacture b chs of v arv mg strength Local produce is also m 
demand for btdis to a certain extent m some areas, ep in Hyderabad 
and AlAsore Occasionally the locallj produced tobaccos as for 
instance CalcutUa \ arietv grown m the United Provinces and the 
Punjab or J}idi tobacco grown m Mysore and Hyderabad are mixed 
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with Gujerati and iVtpant tobacco to manufacture bxdis of lower 
quality The Nipani and Gujcrott tobaccos comprise of strong ami 
thick leaves broken into small pieces Oujerati tobacco has a hght 
orauge yellow colour rather more greenish while the colour of 
Atpam IS brownish red witii a slight greenyili tinge The powder of 
good quality buh tobacco contains the least quantitj of stalks and 
stems Reddish coloured htdt tobacco is preferred in Smd 
Rijputana the Centra! Pro\mces Calcutta and Rangoon Btdi 
powder with reddish yellow lolour of greenish tmge is preferred m 
the Bombaj Presidency and Ivathiawir Since Atpant la considered 
to be stronger m flavour than Gujerati it has a verj large demand 
from manufacturers in Noithern India particularlj from Delhi the 
United Provinces and Bengal 

The chief varietes of hookah tobacco in demand are CalcuiUu 
hampilla Dest Kandhan Oobkt and Votthari A broad coarse 
and thick leaf with thm veins and midrib strong flavour slow con 
tinuous burn and brown earthv colour is preferred for hookah manu 
facture Different varieties and qualities of leal vre mixed togetler 
in different proportions, to give strength and bodv to the mmufac, 
tured product and each manufacturer specialises in Ills own particular 
blend The principal hookah manufacturing centres where hookah 
tobacco is laigely in demnnd are Peshawar Lahore Delhi Lucl now 
Cawnpore Allahabad Benares Gava Calcutta Dacca and Iljdcr 
abad (Deccan) 

In the case of chewing tobacco the principal qualitj considcra 
tions are the body and thickness of the lesf colour strength and 
freedom from dimage and d»^ease A thick leaf with uniform body 
good absorbing capacity reddish limwn colour and medium strength 
and a biting taste is considered best for chewing purposes In 
manufacturing tic different qualities are blended in certain propor 
tions to get the des red strength bodv and taste High qualitj chew 
me tobaccos are m demand from manufacturers m big cities like 
Delhi Bemres Lucl now Madras etc 

T1 e general qualm factor of good anuff tobacco are tbit it 
slould be a strong tobacco with bright vellow colour thick texture 
besides being brittle so that it can be reduced easily to fine powder 
Superior qinlitj snuff tobaccos ire m demand from the manu 
factui<^i> in Miclras and Maiigilore m the Madras Presidency 
Pediawar m the North West Frontier Province and Ilarro in the 
Punjab 

(2) Tobacco products 

There are three classes of cigarettes sold in India and Burma 
high mcalinni and low grades Cigarettes niiy be further classified 
according to sfiength of flavour mto mild medium and full (strong) 
High c1t«s cigarettes contain tobacco of bright golden jellow colour 
the cuts consisting of pure leaf and no stems Ihe medium grade 
cigarettes contain tobacco of bright yellow colour with a small per 
centacc of tobveco of lower quality and the cuts contain small 
ijiimtities of stems Its flavour is considcied strongei than that 
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of the high grades of medium fla\our In the low grade cigarette* 
the tobacco is daiker m colour and lower m quilitj, the fia\our being 
stronger than the medium grade cigarettes There ire numerou;» 
biands of cigarettes m the market ind each bnnd has its owi 
de\otees Lsualh the poorer classes of mokers go m for cheap 
brands and the middle md the wedth' classes in towns and cities 
purclia. e supeiior cigarettes Ii»Uj,hl\ lO per cent of the cigarettes 
sold in India consist oi. the cheap brands more than 20 per cent, 
medium and th-* reit high grades In the rural areas the cigareites 
consumed are entireh low grade the demand for medium and high 
grades being concentrated in towns and cities The imported 
cigarettes compn e of high and medium grades and ire almost 
entirelv demanded in the urban areas 

Cigars of different qualita are consumed mo th ba the wealth^ 
classes and generally looked upon as a lus-urv The qmlit\ of a 
cigar depends upon the quahtx of the tobacco u. ed as filler binder 
and wrapper The mild type of cigar only is generalh preferred 
and the stronger ones are relegated to the cheroot class The cheroot 
IS much cheoper than the ci^ar and the demand for it is considerabh 
laiger The consumption of cheroot is \ery largely confined to the 
2Iadras Presidenca the Nizam s Dominions and Burma In the 
Tfodrrs Presidency the districts on the East Coast generalh demand 
stronger tipes of cheroots than those on the ^\e^t Coast 

In the caX'e of bidis cheapness and popularity of the brand 
(due generally to advertisement) are the important factors account 
ing for large sales bv certain factories A bidi oi medium size and 
strength and containing a.s large an amount of tobacco a pos ihl 
IS generalh nreferred The colour of the wrapper leaf gives 
attractn eness and one with bright yellowish colour is serv much 
liked hr consumers The qualitative demand for hidis is found to 
rarv from one tract to another Thus in Bombay Sholapur is 
crediteil with the demand for stronf'er hidis made of strong and 
almo'it a black coloured tobacco The demand for such bidts comes 
paitienlarlv from the textile mill workers of th“ citv In other 
aredb of the Boinbav Presidency however btdis made of tobacco 
with mild flavour and good finish are in demand In Bajputana 
the I nited Provinces and Bengal hidis of stronger flavour are 
generally preferred In the Central Provinces and Smd there n. 
greater demand for medium flavoured bi<Us Aleduiiu and large 
sized btdis with strong flavour arc generalh preferred by the work 
mg classes while small sized btdis with mild flavour are preferred 
bv educated loner and uppei middle class people 

The qualitv of the manufactured hooked tobacco varies from 
place to place m accordance with the methods of preparation and 
the kind and proportion of the ingredients u»ed There are two 
chief qualities of hookah tobacco namelv Karica (strong and 
pungent) which is considered to he of superior quality and the other 
Ghaita or Vitha or Sada (mild) The first is a strong smoke whereas 
the other a mild one as their names imply Some people however 
prefer tobacco of medium strength and for them Karua type and 
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MxtJia tobaccos are blended m diffei^it proportions Whi e 
Karwa tjpe of tobacco is m general demand in tbe ntxal weas t 
the United Pro-vanees tbe Punjab tbe North West Frontier Pro-nnce 
Western Kajputana Stales and Smd) tbe middle classes in tfac^e 
proimces and States use either the Vttka or tbe mixtures la® 
southern and eastern parts of the country seem to prefer the mild 
type generallj 


In the ease of chewing tobacco also the qualitv demanded a 
from one place to another Manufactnred chewing tobacco is sold 
in three forms powder pills and paste (Zarda or Surfi 6oh and 
Qniam) The powder maj be fine or coarse (Danedar or PaUi) ana 
either black or brown (Kala or Pih) The qualitative differences 
are based on the qnantitj and number of spices and scents used 
Some wealthy people demind scented and flavoured preparations 
even with some tome ingredients There is a belief m the United 
Provinces and Delhi that some of the chewing tobaccos cure 
pyorrhoea Lucknow and Benares are famous for the manufacture 
of chewing tobacco 


The quahtj of snuff depends on the nietliod of preparation and 
blending In JIadras three kimls of snuff are demanded bj the 
people namely dark coloured bronn and scented Some peopl© 
preier to take a mixture of brown and scented snuff In the 
Peshaw ir marl et there are two qualities of snuff the first made 
from top leaves and the second from middle and bottom leaves of the 
tobacco plant In tms case also a mixture of the two is occasionally 
demanded 


C — Seasonal variations in demand 

(1) LNlfANUPACTtRCD TOBACCO 

(a) foial — Broadlj ipeakii^ the demand for the unmanit 
faefured tobaa > is maxim im soon after the harvest The merchants 
and manufacturer who have fairlv good storing accommodation 
prefer to purclnse their stoels at this time and generally go to the 
spot to do so in order to be sure of quality The growers also like 
to sell tobacco in the post harvest period itself since the prices of 
tobacco do not improve on storing partieularlv in tlie case of cigarette 
and cigar leaf and better qaality cheroot and chewing tobaccos 
and as tlie quality of these types deteriorates in the absence of 
adequate storing facilities The fear of rams CDnstitutea an addi 
tional reason for the purchase or disposal of the produce as early as 
possible 

Tobacco growers are more fortunate than producers of most 
agricultural products in that the demand from processors and manu 
facturers is at its peak when supplies are greatest The demand and 
supplj curves follow the same general course and the following 
figures of monthlj total volome of traffic m unmanufactured tobacco 
bj ml ai d riier indicate roughly the seasonal variations 



87 


Average monthly tohime of iragic tn umnanufactured tolacio by 
rail and rner %n Jnd\a 


Month 

Quantity 

(Thousand Ciaunds ] 

April 

3S2 

Alav 

4ol 

June 

387 

July 

290 

August 

232 

September 

203 

October 

231 

November 

204 

December 

185 

January 

171 

February 

210 

March 

2S4 

Total 3 930 


It IS seen that about 56 per cent ol the unnianufactured tobaccj 
# entering the inter pronncial trade is moved during the five months 
tfarch to Jiilv The movement of traffic falls m August and 
September but m October there w a small reeo^en due mamlv to 
the ce*!sation of autumn and commencement of cold ■weather There 
IS at'am a fall from November to Januarr with Januar\ as the 
month of smallest rail and river traffi- jn unmanufactured t baeco 
It mav be stated, however that this raonthh movement ot traffic 
does not indicate the consumers demand for manufactured tobacco 
bnt rather the demand of manufacturers who prefer to biiv before 
the qualitv deteriorates and when the stocks are high in the market 
While the consumers demand for manufactured tobacco products 
IS slishtlv higher during the winter months the manufacturers 
demand for unmanufactured tobacco is at its minimum during this 
period The demand from manufacturers commences to rise in 
Febniarv when supplies of fre h crop begin to arrive in the market 
and IS at its maximum somewhere about the month of Alar 

(b) Cigarette tobacco — There are two sources of unmanq 
factured cigarette tobacco tiz imports and local p'roduction As 
alreadv discns^-ed m the supplv chapter Januarr and Febmarr are 
the months of high imports of unmanufactured tobacco from abroad 
and together account for about 29 per cent of the averat^e annual 
imports March April June and December arc months of low 
imports while imports during Tulv fo September are fairlv high 
and account for 26 per cent of the total The local supply of 



cigarette leaf comes almost enttrelv from tlie Guntur area where 
almost all the snpplj available growers ls sold off from January 
to Marlh m the case of \jrprinia \anetj and from Apnl to June in 
the case of ^atu (country) \anet\ on account of the high demand 
jirevailin" during thc'-e periods from the manufacturers and 
exporters” A^ alreadi noted in the previous chapter large quantities 
of sun Cured Notu fcountrs) cigarette leaf are exported to Japan 
and as exports to lapan are made on orders which are reeened bj 
exporters some time in September the demand for this tjpe of 
tobacco rt es a^aiii dunn » September to No'embet in >ears of heavy 
orders The small quantities if \iiKinia leaf produced m the United 
ProAinces and ill ore are sold off immediateh after harvest, le, 
dunn/ October to November and November to lanuarj rcspeetivelv 
The demand for lofalh grown cigarette tobacco on the part of 
manulacturers and exporters is thus at its maximum during the 
post harvest months and minimum during the pre harvest period 


Comparing these seasonal variations in demand with those ot 
prices dtscussed in the next chapter it will fae noticed that the prices 
01 irnportant tvpes eg LanXas in Godavan district of "Madras 
and Jati of Rangpur in Bengal are low during the post harvest 
months and commenee to rise after about four to six months This 
nse m prices it mav be stated is m no waj due to the rise in demand 
on the part of merchants and manufacturers and is entirely on 
acv.wrrf of the fact that tobaceo improves in smohing quality after 
it IS stored for some months under proper conditions which will be 
discussed later, in the chapter on storage and stocks 

(d) Btdi tobacco — The demand for 6 idi tobacco also is the 
highest during the months immediately after harvest In tlie 
Choroiar area ot the Bombay Presidency the demand on the part of 
manufacturer-s merchants and exporters commences to nse bv about 
the end of December when the earliest crop is offered for sale By 
January the best qualifies of the crop appear on the market and 



on account of the keen competition among the buj ers to secure these 
qualities the prices also h^h The maximum purchases by 
the buyers are made during March and April Bj Mai the demand 
commences to decline and bj the end of June the fanners in tins area 
sell almoat the whole of their crop June to October is a period o’ 
low demand Tliere is a small improiement m demand from the end 
of October to the end of Noreinber followed bj a decline in December 

In the ^ipoiu area also the demand js at its maximum during 
the posthar\eat months It commences to rise m Januan when 
the fresh crop begins to arrne m the market and is at its greatest 
during Februan and March 0\er four fifths of the tobacco is 
sold off during the period Pebruan to "Mai There is a slight 
improi emetit m the demand bv about the end of October which con 
tinues till December 

In both the hidi tobacco producing areas the prices during 
October to December are at a higher leiel tbau those preiailing 
during past hardest months but the^^ luMi pnces are eutirelv due 
to the improiement m the smokio" qiialiti of tobacco on account of 
storage 

(e) Other iohaccos — The demand for unmanufactured tobacco 
for hoohah cheuing and snuff purposes is also high soon after 
harve t when the manufacturers, and menhants have opportunities 
to satisfv themselves as to the qualitv of the stuff thev purchase 
In Bengal almost all the hoolah and chewing tobaccos are sold from 
April to October tlie months of maximum sales being "Mas to Julv 
In Bthar the crop begins to arrive in the market from about the 
end of March when tbe demand from manufoctureis and merchants 
commences to rise Tbe maximum demand i from about the middle 
of Mav to the middle of June Over 80 per cent of the hoo\ah and 
chewing tobaccos are sold off b^ tbe growers before tlie middle of 
June From Julv to September the demand continues at a low 
level It rises again in October to a small extent In the Madras 
Presidency the manufacturers and merchants of chewing tobacco 
make the maximum purchases from "March, to Julv uhen about three 
fourths of the growers crop is sold off In the Punjab the hookah 
manufacturers and merchants purchase about 80 to 90 per cent of 
their requirements of tobacco grown m the Punjab from June to 
October Similar is the ease in the Cwited Proimccs and over three 
fourths of tlie ero^n is sold off to bovecs fmm tla^v to Ax^giud hiU Jiio 
months of maximum demana m both the provinces appear to be June 
■and Julv 


(2) lOBACCO PRODUCTS 

(fl) Cigarettes — The monthlv demand for cigarettes m India is 
more or less uniform throughout the vear except during the winter 
months when it increases to a slight extent The seasonality of 
demand for cigarettes mav be indicated roughly bv the figures giv en 
below of the approximate monthly outward traffic at three important 
distributing centres m the United Provinces North Bihar and 
livsore 



90 




January 

(Tliousand 
cigarettea ) 

(Maunda ) 

1 (Maunda ) 

98,000 

700 

11,000 

February 

113 000 

600 

1 9,000 

March 




135,000 

500 

10,000 

April 

130 000 



600 

13,000 

May 



145,000 

700 

j 12,000 





116.000 

600 

11,000 

July 

104,000 


August 

600 

9,000 



September 

122,000 

400 

7,000 

October 

124,000 

500 

9,000 

November 

129,000 

800 

10,000 

December 

161 000 

700 

9,000 

'n,» . - 

144,000 

600 

11,000 


also seerni, to indicate that demand, but it 
during tie niuter months Durinf the ’“8''® 

d‘.=‘? .Srt r.Xr^““ 

JJl' "‘'■^^™»ntS°than fn’Se wSfum'” "‘f ‘'“>' '“s’*® '’""**8 

S'f3n„d"S?r:U”;!;?eeH~^^^ 

production ot cigaiettes. in BnrS as there is no local 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

N’o\einb< i 

Oeecriibei 
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January 

Febraaiy 

JIarch 


Qaantity in 
thousand lb. 

185 

195 

180 


About 54 per cent of the intrard coastal trafSe in cigarettes 
IS thus concentrated during the -winter months, October to ilarch 
Daring the remaining periods fairlv wide fluctuations are noticeaole, 
the months of high demand generally alternating -with those of low 
demand 


(b) Cigars and Cheroots — It is reported that the demand for 
cigars and cheroots in Ifadros and Bengal is greater during rams and 
■wmter months In Smd the demand is high durmg winter In 
Bihar and Onssa and the Punjab the demand appears to be more 
or less uniform throughout the vear In Assam the demand is 
reported to declme during the ramj season In Coorg there are two 
definite periods namelr, April to June and December to January 
when the demand expands considerably the former because of the 
season for mamages and the latter on account of Christmas festivities 


The following approximate average monthly inward traffic of 
cigars and cheroots at a few centres indicates roughly the seasonal 
vanations 


Appronmaie tnonfhltj inuard traffic tn cigars and cheroots 
(Lb) 


Months 

Bangalore 

Travancore 

Cocbuu 

J&nnaiy 

6,700 

2,500 

300 

February 

7,900 

2,600 

300 

March 

5,300 

2,200 

500 

April 

5.500 

2,800 

400 

May 

5,300 

2,100 

200 

Jane 

5,100 

2400 

300 

July 

6,500 

3 300 

200 

Angost 

6.700 

1,600 

1,200 

September 

^fiOO 

2 700 

200 

October 

4,800 

3,100 

600 

November 

6,400 

2,700 

300 

December 


2,80) 

500 



The figures relating lo Bangalore represent about 6o per cent 
ct the demand in the Slate The Travancore and Cochin figures 
represent the entire demand mthin these States But the figures 
for all the three centres do not reseal ans definite periodicity show 
mg a-, the\ do wide fluctuations from month to month However, 
they seem to indicate a general tendency for the demand to increase 
though only to a seiy slight ea^ent during the winter months The 
demand at other times is more or less steads 

The consumption of cheroots in Burma is reported to be steadv 
throughout the vear except for a slight tendency to increase dnrmg 
vanter and months of heavj rainfall 

(c) Bxd\s — The following figure^ of approsimflte average 
monthly outward traffic in hdis from important centres of manu 
facture m the Central Pronnees nbich supplv bidis to all oier India 
and eien Burma \asik Road (Bombaj) and Jhansi (UP) show 
in a general manner the penodieitv of demand on the part of distn 
bntors 


(In maoa^s > 


Montlu 

C P 

\aaik Road 

1 

jnansi 

Jatauuy 

, 2 500 

600 

60 

Febmaiy 

2600 

COO 

no 

March 

2200 

400 

120 

Apnl 

1 2 800 

500 

70 

May 1 

2400 

600 

60 

Jane 

2 400 

600 

130 

July 

2 100 , 

900 

no 

August 

2000 

400 1 

70 

September 

3100 1 

600 1 

80 

October 

3100 i 

300 

130 

November 

2,300 

1 300 

lOO 

fleceniber 

2900 

'•00 

1 130 


Although the figures do not exhibit clearly marked seasonal 
sanations they show roughly that the demand is slightly greater in 
winter months and fairly steady during the remaining months of 
the year There are however some terntonal vanations m the 
seasonality of demand In Assam the demand declines comparatively 
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during the rams. In Coorg the demand for hidts is high from April 
to June and m December and Januarj 

Among he Indnn States m the \u<im’s Dominions the demand 
IS greatest m November to Februarv In Mysore the demand appears 
to be slightly higher during the monsoon months namely ilav to 
September In Traiancore and Cochin no marked variation is re 
ported except at the time of festivals 

id) Other iolacco products — ^The mam areas using mauutac 
turned hoolah tobacco are the N W F P Punjab, U P and Bengal 
Large quantities are also used m Bihar and Central India Fiom 
enquiries made it appears that the demand is generallv high during 
the winter montlis and seasons of religious and social festivals. 
During the other times of the year the demand is fairh steadv from 
month to month In the rural areas the demand slightH rises during 
the post harvest months when the ciiUnator has cash to spend on 
smoke and other recreations In other areas m the south hoohah 
smoking is not so common and a ven large section of the hookah 
smoking population is the ^fusllQl In these areas demand is iairly 
regular from month to month except during the rebgiom> or social 
festivals 

In the case of chewing tobacco the demand does not exhibit any 
definite seasonalitj as can be seen from the following figures of 
average outward traffic in manufactured chewing tobacco from 
Benares which is famous for the manufacture of chewing tobacco ell 
over "Northern India 

Aierage ntonUdy otifuard traffic tn nianu/oc/ured cheitmg tohacco 
from Benares 


Month 

Jlaunds 

January 

55 

Pebruaiy 

43 

ilareh 

4d 

Apnl 

52 

Jlav 

51 

Jnne 

42 

Jnlv 

44 

August 

43 

September 

47 

October 

45 

No^embe•• 

48 

December 

39 
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In Southern India Trhere there is a large consumption of chfiv 
ing tobacco small month to month variation is observed during 
periods of religious and social fcstuals and harvest seasons Thus 
in Coorg the demand rises during the period June to September 
being 1 busy season for farm labour to work in the paddy fields 
^ again a rise in demand m December and January when 

paddy is hirvested In rroiancorc the demand rises m April and 
Uetimer on account of local festivals and again in December from 
the Christ an people of tlie btite In Mysore the demand is reported 
to be slighth high from March to June but on the niiolc appoirs o 
he fairlj even throughout the year 

appears to be fairly steady from month 
lo month tliougli here again a tendency towards increase is notice 
Di particularly from November to February 

” 

D — Trend of demand 
(1) Unuanupacturu* tobacco 

ture^tobaceo^n^Tndtl^ regarding the consumption of umnanufao 
enquir es that «re available but it appears from 

euffirfor the rise more pacti 

ported hj the statement tobacco This is sup 

types of tobacco m ladfa AppeSdix^XTVn supplies of all 

that the per cat ta n#.t it is seen 

the mireme ejept 1934^5 .rrSw 37 "'“'“'l V 

fall This ffeneral “ ■‘^’><>>17 when there was a slighi 

tured tobacco w seen raoiecleaHv'ln'Th!^ cousumpt on of unmanufac 
been an increased iemaud 4»v4»rv ^»nna where there has 

(See Appendix XXVII ) ^ ^ except in 1932 33 and 1033 34 

(2) Tobacco raonucis 

and Burma^ in ^1934 cigarettes m India 

cigarettes as compared ^ 600 million 

6 500 millions in the begmnm" of igoo ®S“re of about 

before the War The ciffari.tfo“f.aK ♦ ^ under 1 060 millioua 

country of the vrorld Two faetor^ seems to be grovring m even 
blc for the expansion of the demand^in^In? Primarily responsi 
adoption of western ways of 1 iviti«' namely the gradual 

tion of cheap cigarettes in the^rket^^Th^^ ® mtroduc 

brai^ has been stimulated bv their wianuF^f* P^P'^J^rity of cheap 
by European and Indian o^S faSel lT 
between foreign firms and smallpr a keen competition 

mal .«s a strenuoua effort to obtain a ahareVC^roXTniSet”' 
This increased consumption of ei<»arpfto. t j 
sonance ..th the genera, riae^ m th?ffS“„'t’ e^arS thro? J 
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the world as seen from the following bgutes of consumption per 
capita in some of the important cotintnes — 


— 

Per capita in lb 

JDI3 

J920 

1924 

1929 

1 

1932 

USA 

0 60 1 

I 6C 

1 S8 

27- 

1 

2 32 

United Kingdom ' 

0 ll ' 

1 49 1 

1 73 

2 26 1 

2 33 

Germany 

0 40 

0 72 1 

0 90 

I 12 

1 06 

X^nec 

0 aa 

0 31 

0 57 

0 66 

0 9" 

1 


Thus in the United Kingdom the per capita consumption of 
cigarettes m 19^2 was more than three times the pre wa- figure and 
evidence shows that this increase continues The greatest impetus 
to cigarette smoking was given during the last European War and 
withm the last few years the increase m consumption has been 
largelv due to women taking to the habit some of them being heavier 
smokers than men to-day This increasing popularity is also due 
to the fact that cigarette smoking besides bemg in some ways cleaner 
IS more convenient in so far as it has the advantage that a cigarette 
IS easily taken and lasts for a shorter time 

In the Punjab the consumption of cigarettes is reported to be 
on the increase It is estimated that the demand for medium and 
high grade cigarettes has decreased bj about 25 per cent during the 
last 4 or 5 Tears but that it is more than compensated by the large 
increase m the consumption of cheaper brands of cigarettes Tne 
popularity of cheap brauds is attributed to the general economic 
depression the preponderance of low qualitv brands in the market 
and their cheapness In the horih ITesf Frontier Province there 
appears to be an increasing consumption of cigarettes following the 
gTOvring popularitj of cheap brands of cigarettes In Sind and the 
Central Frounces also the demand for cigarettes it is reported has 
btrcn steadily increasing during the past lew years In "DeWi there 
•was an increase of 64 per cent m the consumption of cigarettes during 
the five years 1930 — 34 

In the hizom s Dominions a steady though small increase in the 
demand for cigarettes for the last few years is reported Enquiries 
however show that this increase has been at the expense of bidi 
consumption Recent years baie witnessed a decline in the demand 
for medium and high grade cigarettes and it has been more than com 
pensated bv the increased demand for low grade cigarettes 

(5) Cigars and cheroots — ^The cigar is a costlr ^moke and 
wcan^e of this and the long time it takes m smoking it does not 
Mej favour with the majoritv of smokers Besides it is stronger 



world — 


— 

Per capita eonsumption m Ib 


— 

1913 \ 

1920 

1924 

1929 

1932 

USA 

1 1 72 1 

1 87 1 

1 44 

1 32 

0 89 

United Kingdom 

0 11 

0 06 ' 

0 05 

0 04 

0 03 

Germany 

1 1 33 

0 99 

0 97 

1 17 

0 92 

France 

0 16 

0 13 

0 09 

0 09 



0 05 


It IS thus seen that the consumption of cigars m the 
cigar consuming countries has been declining steadily in0 . 
factor contributing to the decline is the growing popularity 
cigarette smoking among the people 

We notice a striking fall m the consumption in the United 
Kingdom the chief consumer of our cigars This is due to a chang 
in the habit of the British smoking public that began before m 
War It was however, accelerateil by changed conditions 
and dttei the War "Hie fall m the consumption continued e\ea 
during the post War period although the rate of decrease blow 
down considerably since 1922 This is evidenced by the 
relating to the consumption of cigars in the United Kingdom 
in 1935 was 1 610 000 lb against 2,000000 lb in 1924 and 5,000,0W 
lb in 1907 The manufacturers and merchants attribute this ^ 
hea\3 increase in the duties but in the mam the changed smoliiHo 
habit of the people seems to be responsible for such a phenomen 


In India also the consumption of cigars and cheroots 
decreased considerably during the last few years Most of the cig 
factories in I/odras and Burma — the two important centres o 
manufacture of cigars — ^whieh were doing good business m cig^^ 
some years back now find it extremely difficult to run to th‘’i 
normal capacity In Madras the cigar industry which was empw 
ing during its prosperous period about 30 000 people, now hardl 
finds work fir more than 10 000 Besides many of the factoriw 
which were w irking throughout the cear, now work on seaso^ 
h ISIS or reduce their work during winter months The industry ^ 
al«o suffered a serious set hack in Burma during recent times 
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(c) Bidis — The demand for bidu was. on the 

recently becanse of the general increase m smo^ug habit of the 
people in India. But due to the introduction of cheap brands of 
t "arettes into the market and the increasing demand for them, the 
eomumption of bidis is slowly declining throughout the country 
The manufactorere of bidis in the Central Proiinces an important 
centre confirm this new and seem to complain against the growmg 
populanh of the cigarette Judged bi the consumption m other 
countries the consumption of cigarettes in India is however, remark 
ably small being only 20 per bead per year 

(d) Others— V^ith regard to other tobacco products ^e 
consensus of opmion faiours the \»ew that the general demand has 
been sIoiMi increasing 

E — External Demand 


(1) Expobt trade tbbolch land frontier routes 
Exports through laud frontier route*, of India consist entirely 
ot hookah and 'mo! lug tobacco During the past 12 vears the 
export demand through the land frontier routes has ranged from 9 
to 11 million lb per rear Since 1932 33 this demand appears to be 
on the decline The annual average exports for the o i ears ending 
1934 30 were 9 7 million lb as compared with 30 3 miJhon lb during 
the quinquennium end,ing 1929 30 The principal destinations of 
exports through the laud frontier routei» are Iraq Afghanistan 
Central Asia Turkistan libet Nepal 'iiul Bhutan 

Almost the whole of the land frontier trade m J5»rHia is with 
biam and China The annitri) aierage export-, during the 
qumqnermium ending 1934 3-) were H>4 000 lb as compared with 
372000 lb during the j ^ears eadtng 1929 30 From 193o 36 hou 
ever, there has been an improvement md m 1036 37 the Burmese 
land frontier exports were 430000 h All 1he^e exports consist of 
the Burme e cheroot tobacco 

(2) Exports, bt «ea 

About 97 per cent of the tnnual average exports bv sea from 
f iidio aud Bwniia consist of unmanufactured tobacco The important 
destmations are the U K Japan Aden and Dependencies and 
Netherlands The exports of tobacco products comprise cigars 
cigai-ettes aud b7dis to a smaller evteiit The chief maikets tor 
cigars are the U K 1 evlon Straits Settlements and Aden an/itluwt 
for cigarette* and bidts are t evlon Federated Malay States and 
Straits Settlements Of the average annual exports of iinmanufac 
tured tobacco the L K takes 40 per cent the other buvers in the 
orfer of importance being Aden and Dependencies Japan and 
Netherlands These 4 countne-* tc^ether take about 83 per cent of 
the average annual exports of unmanufactured tobacco 

W ^den and Dependencies — Indian tobacco is allowed free 
mto Aden and its exports from India to Aden and Dependencie. 
nave been definitelv increasing from the vear 1933 34 In 1936 3 1 
the exports were 8 3 million lb a* against o 4 million lb m 1933 34 
About 98 per cent of the average annual exports to Aden and 
iJependeneies are from Bombav and about 97 per cent of the aver 



me annual e-sports from all the ports of the Bombay Presideney ^ 
to Aden and Dependenciffi Aden’s trade m unmanufactured 
Indian tobacco is thus, almost entirely with the Bombay Presidency 


Almost the i\hole of the unmanufactured tobacco exported U 
Aden and Dependencies is of the 6idi and smoking type growing m lie 
Charotar (Gujrat) area of the Bombay Presidency A little oier 
half the tobacco exported comes from Baroda State 


(b) Netherlands— The a\erage annual exports to Netherlands 
are about tuo million lb \aiued at 273 lakhs of rupees The exports 
during the pre depression period also were about 2 million lb 
annualh In 1930 31 she imported 2 3 milhon lb but in 1931-3 ’ 
she took only a little less than a million lb but m 1933 34, she^l 
3 5 million lb the highest quantity she purchased after 1923 26 
ProTii 1934 >0 howexer the exports to Netherlands are declmin| 
The import dutv on all unmanufactured tobacco entering Netherlaudh 
as 1 4 Florins for 100 kilos 


Netherlands obtains abont 87 per cent of her requirements o 
unmanufactured tobacco from her onn colony the Netherlands East 
Indies About 10 ner cent is obtained from the United States oi 
Aiuenca i per cent from Greece while India’s share comes tc 
about 1 per cent The demand m Netherlands for Indian leaf la fof 
cheap tobacco like the primings or scraps obtained from Virgms 
and country cigarette tobacco grown m the Guntur district and the 
Jati tobacco of isorth Bengal The exports from India to Netberlani 
range from 1 to 2 million lb per rear, the quantity exported depend 
mg on the production in the Netherlands East Indies 


(c) Japan — The average annual exports to Japan are 4 milhon 
lb xalued at about 11 lakhs of rupees The exports during the pre 
depression period (5 year ending 1929 30) average 2 3 million lb 
Till 1934 35 Japan used to take between 1 and 2 million lb of 
unmanufactured tobacco annualh from Bengal but from 1935-36 
she has been importing almost entirely from iladras The export- 
to Japan are mostlv of the lighter and darker grades of coudUT 
cigarette tobacco grown in the Guntur district of Madras 

The axerage annual imports ot unmanufactured tobacco u>tfl 
Japan are about 19 0 million lb out of which the United States ot 
America supply about 65 million lb (3o per cent), Philippines 0-2 
million lb (28 per cent) India 4 0 milhon lb (20 per cent) 8“^ 
Ghina 3 3 million lb (17 per cent ) All imports from the ^ 
otates are of the flue eared types used in the manufacture of b^ 
grade cigarettes Imports from the Philippines are almost whoW 
of the cigar types while those from Chma are of flue-cured lo»’ 
used m the manufacture of cheaper brands of cigarettes ImP®''; 
rom India are entirely of sun cured country tobacco utilised m P’P, 
Som'^Turkey «garettes Small quantities are also imported 

It IS difficult to forecast the future trend of the demand fr°® 
Smo-Japanese trouble JsP^ 
^ large quantity of tobacco the average annual P^^ 
duction ranging from 140 to 150 million lb The trend of her tobacW 
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production is on the increase dunag the past 5 years at t^ rale 
o£ 2 tf' o per cent per annum, and it is expected that the projiuctiou 
will continue to expand at the same rate during the next 5 years, 
particularly m Korea vhere the conditions for the production of 
flue-cured leaf are reported to be encouraging It is ivell known that 
the policy of the Japanese Empire is to become self sufficient as far 
as possible m all lines of prodacfion Exports are being encouraged 
and imports discouraged In consequence, the trend of imports into 
Japan is expected to fall within the next few years Imports into 
Japan particularly from the United States and India are fast 
dwindling for the past 3 years Exports from India to Japan m 
1936 37 were only 3 million lb as against 5 6 million lb in 193o 3C 
In 1937 33, there was a further decline to 2 3 million lb Imports 
mto Japan from China, howerer, arc expected to increase on account 
of the increasing production of flu" cured tobacco m China and the 
lower prices at which China’s product is offered for sale in the 
Jipaae^e market In Japan all aspects of tobacco industn are con 
trolled bt a Tobacco Jlonopoly Within recent months the Tobacco 
MonopoK has been required to furnish larger revenues to meet the 
increasing expenditure of the Japanese Goiernment This has 
already resulted in an increase in the prices of tobacco products, 
m consequence of which the consumption m Japan might be 
restricted It is perhaps not known that Japan herself exports 
fairly large quantities of unmanufactured tobacco and is trying lo 
build up her trade in this line for the last few years Her annual 
exports to China range from 2 to 3 million Ib and m 1936 37 China 
took 7 7 million lb of Japanese tobacco Egypt takes 3 to 4 million 
lb The Japanese exports to Europe also appear to be on the rise 
though the Japane-iC tobacco leaf is reported to be quite different in 
taste and aroma from the American leaf It is understood that the 
Japanese exports of unmanufactured tobacco have been well received 
m Europe, particularlv in Germany on account of its cleanline&s 
and standardised quality The latest report from Germans how 
ever indicates that the Japanese leaf is inferior in flavour and does 
not keep its colour for a snffieientlv long time During tne past 

2 rears sales of Japanese leaf m Europe have ranged from 2 to 

3 million lb per year 

On account of the present trade pollC^ of Japan therefore it 
appears that India’s exports to Japan might still further decline 
a')' Cliu'ea' Kinga'om — y'lf Tbx'af' ii»pf>rT's oj’ Hnmanu’ait'ured' 
loiacco — The Lnited Kingdom is the world s largest single purchaser 
of unmanufactured tobacco and over 35 per wCnt of the exports ftnm 
the United States the largest exporting '■uuntrv wer“ absorbed m 
the Tjuited Kingdom during the past decade The irapoi-ts continue 
to ri?e and m 1937 she look 464 per cent of the United States 
evports of unmanufactured tobacco The balk of the leaf exporied 
from countries m the British Empire goes to the United Kingdom 
The a\erage annual imports of unmanufactured tobacco mto the 
United Kingdom are 230 million lb (average for the 5 vears ending 
1936) out of which otdv 49 million lb (213 per cent ) are imported 
from the Empire countries The average annual imports from the 
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LiiJted- States come to 178 nulbon lb or 77 per cent The average 
annual imports from British India come to 12 nulbon lb or a little 
lesa than one fourth of the total average annual imports from all 
Empire countries and 5 2 per cent of the total imports, from all 
Muntnes The imports of unmannfaetured tobacco into the Umted 
Kingdom during the past several years from different countries are 
given in Appendix XXIX 

(tj) Preference on Empire tobaccos— In 1919 imports from 
Empire countries formed onlj 4 per cent of the total imports of 
unmanufactured tobacco In September 1919, the Umted Kingdcm 
fr‘,7 >» Empire tobam, te the extent of onesulb 

of the full rate of dutv which at that tune represented an adiantage 
' d per lb In 1926 a further inducement to use Empire 
tobacco was gnen bv reducing further tht import duty on Empire 
lohacco to three fourths of the full rite of dut. This gate an 
tiona^'iloiVfa^ai*'* ■’,? Empire tooatcos In 1027 an addi 

t ™ ^ I J!" 'mposed on all tobaccos but no altera 

ne? Ih Tt Empire preference trhich remained at Zj id 

S the ore .in f'"?','' I'l' “ P'f >'> " « made in 1931 

of unraanufarttir^r^'* preferential dutv on different types 

Of unmanufactured and manufactured tobacco are as below - 

of iiiiporf del,, on nniiione/ocfered and manufactured toizicl 
— enter, ng the Cmled Kingdom 

Rates of duty per lb 


Onnvtnuf‘Kiurtd~ 


If nastnppi-J — 

coaUimnc lUlb „„o„ 

...r n r "ciebt thereof 
contain,,, 21 „ Ihnn II) lb 

U.tnSi”"’ ”"«b.,bc™, 

conlanung 10 lb or mom 
every 100 lb or wcivht tbervof 
conta.nn,3l,-,tbanl01b „o»tn„ ,n 
overvlOOlb nrwergbtthereo, 

ilaniifactuTed m 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

^ven^h or Negrohead 
^vendHh or Negrohead m Bond 
Other manufactured to} a .co 

than 13 ib of 

moL^UTe,neeeryl00iborwe.ght 

mope than 13 lb of I 

** weight 


0 9 6 
0 10 6 

O 9 6j 
0 10 6} 


0 16 1 
0 14 7 
0 13 0 
0 12 0 
0 12 0 
0 II 4 


0 7 5| 
0 8 2i 

0 7 6} 
0 8 3} 


0 14 H 
0 11 6 } 
0 10 0J 
0 9 4} 
0 9 4} 
0 8 I0| 
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Under the Ottawa Agreement Act of 1932, these rates of duty 
have been stabilised for a period of 10 years from the date of the 
Ottawa Agreements with Empire countries (» e , until August 19, 
1942) . 

As a result of these preferences, the imports from Empire 
countries increased from 14 million lb in 1919 to 43 million lb lu 
1928, With a farther nse to 57 Bulhoa Jb in 1937 (see Appendix 
XSIX) Further increase occurred m 1938 and during the 9 months 
January to September 1938, the imports from Empire countries were 
69 million lb India had its share p this nse of imports from 
Empire countries as will be seen from the following figures — 
Imports oj unmanufactured tobacco xnto the Vnxted Kingdom from 
' India 


Tear. 

Million 1 

1919 

4 

1922 

4 

1925 

8 

1923 

10 

1931 

9 

1032 

9 

1933 

13 

1934 

10 

1935 

12 

1936 

14 

1937 

19 

1938 (nine months Jan to Sept 1938) 

30 


The lower imports in 1931 and 1932 were due to trade depres 
«on During these two jears the total imports into the United 
Eingdom from other countries were also small In 1934 there 
appears to have been a larger local demand for cigarette tobacco and 
hence India exported a smaller quantity as compared with her 
exports m 1933 The imports in 1937 were the highest recorded but 
m 1938 a fresh record will be established as the imports during the 
9 months of the year Januan to September 1938 were oxer 
^7 million lb It IS, therefore ob\ioiis that the imports from 
India into the Udited Kingdom hare increased ^e^^ largelr durin® 
the past 4 years 

(lu) Demand and consumption in the hnited Kingdom — Figures 
of imports alone do not give a complete idea about the demand and 
Mnsnmptiou of unmanufactured tobacco m the United Kingdom 
Before using for manufacture, the tobacco is kept in stock for at 
I le^t two years to mature Besides manufacturers prefer to with 
draw immanufaetured tobacco from the bonded warehouses as they 
Kqmre Clearances from the bonded warehouses for home couiump 
tion therefore give a more correct idea about the demand of manu 
tacturera Tne annual a%erage (for 5 years ending 1936) clearances 
of an2Qaaitfactured tobacco for home consumption are about 159 
million lb (see Appendix XXX) ont of which Empire countries 
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constitute 41 million lb or 25 8 per cent The rise m the consamp 
tion of Empire tobaccos from 1919 the year when preference was 
first accord^ maj be seen from the following figures — 
Clearances of Empire tobaccos from bond for home consumption in 
the United Kingdou 


Year 


1919 


Percentage 

Thousands of to total 
Ib clearances 

for home 
consumption. 
1 546 I 01 


1922 

1925 

1928 

1931 

1932 

1933 
>934 

1935 

1936 

1937 


8 412 5 82 
14 680 9 82 
26 028 16 62 
32 782 19 15 
36 970 21 68 
40 880 23 66 
40 646 22 22 
42 064 22 06 
46 688 22 66 
61 251 24 34 


The great increase in the use of Empire tobacco between 1919 
ind 1932 was due to the gradual capture bj the Empire countries 
the pipe tobacco market It is estimated that by about 1932 the 
Empire countries captured about 7o per cent of the market for this 
type of tobacco Since then there has been a further steady advance 
and It IS now estimated that about 80 per cent of the demand for 
ppe tobacco is met by Empire countries Until recently %ery little 
of Empire tobacco was used m the manufacture of cigarettes The 
adopted bv manufacturers was at its height in 
lyjd and si^e manufacturers of coupon cigarettes used a certai i 
amount of Empire tobacco to reduce their costs of manufacture as 
Empire tobaccos are sold at a rate lower than 
tnat tor the American there was a sudden rise in the consumption 
tobacco in 1933 When coupons were abolished early m 
a number of brands which 
iT, tobacco disappeared and there was a check 

^ ♦ot'^eo which is shown by the 1934 figures 

tion of improvement in the consunip 

eZet. f^^i V “d from 1936 there is for the first time 

brani „t ■” 

»euM has a m.ld and somewhat 
countries annparo to h ®*t?arette tobacco from most other Empire 
that of tff '“‘T* '’■st'ieti'tc flatour which is different from 
“ their taste ^ ™ generally conservstire 

hate Tot '-frely from Empire tobacco 

smoker fancy of Bntisb smokers The pine tobacco 

smoirer is less fastidious m his taste and the slight difference m 
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flavour xs not so noticeable m pipe and chewing tobacco as in 
cigarette smolong It was, th“retore, easier for Empire tobaccos 
to capture about four fifths of the British market for pipe tobacco 
The prejudice against cigarettes made out of Empire tobacco, appa 
rently still remains and therefore it might not be desirable for manu 
facturers to declare openly that they use a certain quantity of Empire 
tobacco m their blenda for the popular brands of cigarette, When, 
however, where Empire tobaccos are blended with American, and no 
reference is made to the use of Empire tobacco, the cigarette smoker 
has accepted the cigarettes and as lime goes on he will no doubt learn 
to appreciate the flavour of blends containing Indian tobacco parti 
cularly 

On the other hand, it maj be pointed ont that though the pre 
ference was largelj responsible for the expansion of imports of 
Empire tobacco, some cn?dit is no doubt due to the gradual improve 
ment m its qualih so as to approach that of the American tspes 
for winch the English consumer has developed a taste Improve 
ment m quality has been particularU noticeable m the leaf imported 
from India during recent vears and it is understood that this factor 
has enabled the British manufacturer to use it m larger quantities 
for blending with the Aniencan in (he manufacture of gome of the 
popular brands of cigarettes 

The average (for 5 rears ending 1036) annua! clearances of 
Indian tobacco for home consumption come to about 10 million lb 
or 6 3 per cent of the total withdrawals for consumption in the 
United Kingdom The trend of consumption of Indian tobacco 
during the past seven years mav be seen from the following 
figures • — 

Clearances of Indian tohaecos for home consumption tn the United 


Tear 

Kingdom 

Thousand lb 

1931 


9125 

1932 


9 380 

1933 


9 487 

1934 


9,567 

1935 


9 811 

1936 


11 596 

1937 


14 363 


It IS evident that there has been a growing appreciation of the 
qualitv of Indian tobacco which has led to a marked increase in its 
consumption by British manufacturers in recent vears 

(»t) Types of tinmanu/iirtHrcd tobacco in dewand and recent 
edtonces in quality of Empire tobaccos parficw/arfy Indian 
^baccos — The type of unmanufactured tobacco demanded by 
British manufacturers is delemwned bv the type of manufactured 
article demanded bv consumers The three mam forms in which 
tobacco IS consumed in the United Kingdom are cigarettes cigars and 
pipe tobaccos Apart from the nse in the total consumption of 
tobacco there has been an enormous difference in the relative position 
of the three products of manufactured tobacco consumed in Britain 



101 


during the past 30 years as will be evident from the foUowmg 
figures — 

Estimated annual consumption of different tobacco products in the 
Vmted Kingdom 



1 C garettes 


1 Pipe tobacco 

j Bnuff 

1 Total 

Year 

Million Per ' 
lb |oent 

Milbon 

lb 

j Per ! 

LuUion 

lb 

Per 

Million 

Ib 

Per 

Milbon 

lb 

Per 

1907 (a) 

! 

■’3 1 f ■> 

I 

4 2 

59 1 

67 9 

1 2 

1 4 

87 1 

100 0 

1924 (6) 

' . , 

l.p 

1 1 

ol 7 

39 5 

0 4 

0 3 

131 0 

100 0 

1930 c) 

114 R8 

1 2 

1 

0 7 

' 49 7 

30 0 

1 0 

0 6 

165 9 

100 0 

193o(«) 

12b 0 73 1 

1 1 

0 0 

44 i 1 

1 

2o 8 

! 

0 9 

0 0 

172 3 

100 0 


The enormous nse m the popularity of cigarettes and the fall 
in the consumption of cigars aud pipe tobaccos during the last three 
decade are et dent Tl e further possib lities for developing the 
market t r Emf le t bacc s i the Lnited Kingdom appear to he 
entirelv n the t pc of tobacco required in the manufactme of 
cigarettes ihe tact that abont 9 j per cent of the American tobacco 
impor ed into Br tarn is ot the \ rgmian Que cured type seems to 
of the United Kingdom m fa%our 

ot thTt type 


a required m the manutacture of cigarettes is of 

m "eT medium to good and fine 

arema Tiot possible damage and blemish and pleasing 

tobao Statistics for each ot the types of unmanufactured 

mnt of K tl ' a" available but since the begin 

United \ Navigation Accounts of tie 

1 lit ^ recording separately imports classified by 

tow and 1.W '^o'ermg flue cure! 

^ fire cured and Burley The following 


(a Great Enta n and Ireland 
(I*) Gre t Bntain 


(e) Orcit Br t-im and Northern Trela 1 

(S« Impe,., EconoDiP O,™ t,,, , jpjj , 
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figures analyse the imports into Britain from the Empire coun 
tries — 

Imports of unmanufactured tobacco tnto the Umted Kingdom from 
Empire countries 



Light 

Dark 

1 Total 

! 

Year 

! 

Million 

lb 1 

! 

1 

Percent ' 
age rise 
|4-)or 
fall(-) ' 
over pre 
cedmg 
year 

1 

Million 

1 lb 

j Percent 
age nse 

1 (+) or 

1 fall(~) 
oret pre 
ceding 

1 

1 i 

1 Million 1 

’ lb 1 

1 

Percent 
age rise 

1 |+)or 
faU(-) 
over pre 
ceding 
>car 


1 23 8 j 

1 1 

^ 18 8 

1 

i iT 6 j 


1935 

, 25 9 

j —20 1 

19 2 

1 

1 45 1 1 

—5 i 

1936 

I 31 1 

^ +20 1 

21 7 

+ 13 0 

52 8 1 

-rl7 1 

1937 

33 9 

+9 0 

23 5 

+8 3 

67 4 

+8 7 


It IS eMdent from these figures that on an average about 5J 
per cent of the imports from the Empire countries are of the light ’ 
type During these four jears lioneier the general rise and 
changes betireen proportiou-s of light and ‘ dark ’ of the 
imports from India ha\e been more iatere->ting as will be evident 
from the following figures — 

Imports of unmanufactured tobacco info the C nited Kingdom from 
India 


Light Dark I Total 


] 

Year ‘ 

1 

Milboa 1 
lb 

Percent 

age rise ' 

(-{-) or 1 MiUioa 
fall (— ) lb 

OTer pre- 1 i 

ceding 
year | 

1 Percent 
' age rise 

1 <+) Of 
falK— ) 

I over pre l 
oedmg 1 

Million 

lb 

! 

! Percent 
age rise 
/+) or 
faU (-) 
over pre 
ceding 
year 

1934 

1 4 8, 

5 0 1 

1 year 

9 8 1 


1935 

1 52 

+8 3 j 6 4 

+2S 0 

11 6 

1 +18 4 

1936 ' 

' 7 5 

+44 2 , 6 2 

-3 1 1 

^ 13 7 

' -rI8 I 

1937 

11 6 , 

+51 7 7 6, 

1 


.9,. 

-^40 1 
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It IS apparent that imports from India have risen by a laigei 
proportion than the total Empire imports Between 1934 and 1937 
imports from Indi i increased bj 'ibout 98 per cent as agai ist only 
20 per cent from all the Empire countries As compared with 
1934 the imports of light tobaccos from India increased by 141 
per cent and those of dark types by 52 per cent in 1937 Ou 
an a\erage over half the imports from India were of the ‘ light 
type suitable for manulaeture of cigarettes though in 1937 India s 
proportion of light ind dark was 61 per cent and 39 per 
cent respeeti\ely 


The bulk of the Indian tobacco shipped to England was how 
ever till recently cons dered unsuitable for cigarettes and use m 
the manufacture of pipe tobaccos particularly m the cheaper grades 
of shag E’lport of high grade cigarette leaf from India to the 
United Kingdom commenced particularly from the year 1934 So 
since when the exports of this tj pe of leaf are increasing and having 
been found suitable foi the manufacture of cigarettes Bntish manu 
^eturers ha\e now begun to tal e a keen interest m Indian tobaccos 
There IS a growing volume of eMdence to the effect that Indian 
light flue cured tobacco being neutral in flavour is definitely more 
suitable for blending nith other grades of leaf and for use in the 
manufactire of cigarettes and that the United Kingdom might 
constitute a considerable market for this neutral Indian leaf if and 
when sufficiently large quantities are readily available The evidence 
conected by the Imperial Economic Committee m 1936 37 cleaily 
indicates that if quality is maintained and improved if adequate and 
regular supplies of high grade leaf become available and if satis 
lactory marketing arrangements are devised there are fair prospects 
India’s shipments of tobacco to the United 

importance m India exporting unuianU 
Prist, •''' Uprtfd Kmsdom is Guntur in the Madras 

1934 39 Tidence collected in this area mdicatee that since 

thrvircl/? '•>' Uilt'd Kingdom are ol 

the first crnrl thc rcst being Virginia sun cured and 

tne nrst grade of sun cured country (NaU) 

catchihetst' appaiently trying to 

imports on attcr. on?'’ “<1 United Ktgdom 

tion comes to nnW which the Empire contribu 

million lb ^ milbon lb and India s share is about 12 

IndilcTOpting the &il 'tmfe “iwrt 

nnstripped eicmt tl.rfit a ™ '“"ntry is eiporlrd 

lirgmia fit cSed Woduct.on of the first grad, 

total thoiiglforlhe tar mg ^ P“ ™-‘ »* «■» 

about 10 ner cent tKc 'he proportion was estimated at 

less than 5 per cent of th. (^ou'itry) tobacco form; 

The bull of the exnortfrt Prodnetion of country cigarette leaf 

•lespatch The advanfno-A® therefore now being stripped before 

tne advantages of exporhng stripped leaf are obvious 
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in view of the heavy import datj m the United Kingdom the saving 
on freight on the transport of stems and the lower cobts of stripping 
in India Indian exporters have realised this during the past four 
years and figures of imports of Indian tobacco into the United King 
dom shotv that imports of stripped leaf are rismg fast while those 
of unstnpped leaf have largeh declined as can be seen from the 
following table — 


Imports of Indian unmanufactured tobacco into the 
Kingdom 

(MiQion Ib ) 


Tear 
19 4 
1935 
193ti 
1937 


Strips Leaf 
6 8 3 0 

8 9 2 7 

!'» 6 1 J 

18 1 11 


United 


Total 
9 8 
ll o 
13 7 
19 2 


There are therefore bright possibilities for Indian tobacco m 
the British market This market however is moat critical and i£ 
India uants to expand her trade in unmanufactured tobacco witn 
Britain she must not only mamtam and improve the quality of her 
produce but assure the British manufacturers of a consistent supplv 
of speciflo quality from jear to tear It is well known that manu 
facturers of cigarettes and pipe tobaccos cannot afford to make any 
appreciable change in the fa^e and flavour of tbeir products from 
Tear to year and if India wants them to use her tobacco in then 
blends ther must be assured of a consistent supply of uniform 
quality It has tvken this counlrv several years to convince the 
nianufacturer>; in Bngland that she can produce Virginia flue cured 
leaf of a quahtv as good as am produced in other parts of the British 
Empire and to follow this up and improve our reputation still 
further it IS essential that xminediate steps should be taken to improve 
the methods of marketing particularly with regard to the adoption 
of standard methods of processing gradm" and packing especially 
of tobacco shipped on consignment These subjects will be 
referred to in detail later 
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[Utilisation and demand 

INTER CHAPTER TWO 


Over a tliousand milliozi pounds ot tobacco are con 
sumed annually in India All the produce must pass 
thiough the piocess of manufactuie except perhaps in 
the case of some hookah ana chewing tobaccos The 
annual consmnption per head averages 2 9 lb per annum 
m India and about 64 Ib in Buima Incidentally it 
may be observed that the consumption in India* approxi 
mates to that of Prance, and the high late of consump 
tion in Buima coriesponds loughly with the figures of 
the United States and the Netherlands 

The demand for tobacco in its various forms differs 
from one pait of tlie countiy to the other Cigarette 
smoking is becoming more fashionable throughout the 
world and India is following the fashion 


The highest lato of * onsumption of cigaiettes, viz, 
fifty four per head per annum is found in Sind and is 
moie than 2] times tlie average for the whole of India 
The consumption is also high m Assam, Bombay, Baroda 
and Mysoie, although tlie biggest total annual consump 
tion IS in Bengal Other outstanding provinces apart 
trom Bombay aie tlie United ProMnces, Bihar and 
Orissa Madras and Nizam’s Dominions 


TT consumption in Madias and the 

United Provinces lepiesenls only 10 cigarettes per 
annuni This is due to the tact that in Madias the con 
sump ion o eigais and cheroots is enoimous, being 372 
per head pei amnim while tlie low late of eoiisumptioii 
in the United Pionneei is, associated with a high con 
simptioii of hoolah, chewing and snuff tobaccos, vtz , 
pel lead per ammm The next laigest consump 
on of cigars and cheioots is onh 5 cigars and cheioots 
ei ea pei aniiuiu found in Die Nizam’s Dominions. 
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Thjs IS clo«;el^ foUoTved hy Bengal with 4 The highest 
coBSuniptiou of hookah, chewing and snuff tobaccos is in 
the N W F P at 6 3 lb per capita per annum followed 
by the Umted Provinces with 4-4 lb As regards the 
annual consumption of bidis, Sind takes the lead with 
687 and Nizam’s Do mini ons aie a close second with 664 
pel head The consumption of btdis is noticeably low 
in the XoitliTlcst Fiontier Province and the Pimiab 
where the figuie IS on]} laud 5 pel head pei annum 
respectively 

Tobacco cheiving is pievalent m iladras Mysore 
and Travancoie aie also heavy consumers of chewing 
tobacco and large quantities ot a special tjqie {Jaffna) 
are impoited annually from Cevlon mto Tiavancore for 
ttus purpose In Bihar, United Piovinces and Bengal 
also chewing is populai Tne use of -^nuff is pievalent 
m the North TTest Frontier Province and to a ceitain 
extent in Madras and othei aieas 

The rate of consumption of cigars and cheioots m 
Buima LS enormously high beuig 547 pei head per 
annum 

It IS important that growci‘& ‘should ieali«!e the 
special qualities required bv nnnufactuier'^ Flue- 
cuied Virgmia cigarette tobacco should have a bright 
lemon colom* and a fine silky texture with very little 
blemish or damage Similar qualities are leqmied for 
sun cmed cigarette tobacco but the colour in this ca'^e is 
not so blight Cigar leaf should be a umfoim brown 
eoloui pieferably without any greenish tinge and have 
a good continuous burn, a strong agieeable flavour and 
pleasant aionia, and the leaves should be laige Similar 
chaiacWishes aie reqmred m the case of cheroot leaf 
PuZi tobacco should consist of strong thick leave's which 
can be liroken mto small pieces {bidi powder) The 
coloui should DC a light orange vellow and greemsh m the 
Gujeiat area, but brownish red IS expected in Nipam 
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tobacco b> buyers in Sind, Eajputana, Central provinces 
and elsewheie Hookah tobacco leaf should be broad, 
coaise and thick with thin viens, strong flavour, slow 
continuous burn and of a brown earthy colour Thick 
ness and good body is requued in the leaf of chewing 
tobacco which sliould be reddish blown and wuth a gooi 
biting taste Foi snuff the tobacco should be strong in 
Pavoui with a biight yellow coloui and the leaf should be 
brittle 


It seems equally impoitant that the manufacturers 
of tobacco pioducts should realise that the quality of tht 
various pioducts required bj individual consumers and 
also in different districts vanes considerably Some 
smokeis piefei a stiong flavom and others mild This 
holds true in all cases whethei for cigaiettes, cigars, 
otdii 01 hookah 


The majoiity of the people m the north prefei a 
strong hookah tobacco and m the west thej prefer strong 
oidis lather than inildei tjpes favoured in other parts 
0 le couiiri> In the south the prefei ence is for a 
strong eheioot while in othei paits of the country mild 
cigars and cheroots are pi ef erred 


Tlieie IS no paiticului penodicitj m the consump 
lion ot tobacco pioducts but the general tendency is for 
less to be smoked duimg the hot whether and the lains 
an in e cold weather Manufacturers, howevei, pre 
er to buy most of their lequirements immediately after 
mil , account tobacco growers are in a 

e moie lavouiable position than other agricultural 
the manufacturers and 
iftm- 1^°^^ nnxious to get supplies as soon as possible 
" .T better at that 

t.™ and although .t will „„ ieepmR this can 

arc e ii subsequent processinq and storage 

fore nr r ^ propeily done Manufacturers, there 
, P efer to do this themselves and well over half of 



Ill 


the manufactured tobacco is bought up dunng the 
post harvest months, March to July 

The general trend of tobacco consumption in India 
upward, paificularly m the ease of cigarettes It is 
difficult to say whether the growing popularity of the 
cigarette is ad^ eisely affecting the consumption of JiooLah 
tobacco Theie seems no doubt however that it h''s 
affected the consumption of hidis and seriously reduced 
the use of cigais not only m this country but abioad 
In Madias for example the cigar and cheroot in- 
dustry which employed about 30,000 people durmg its 
prosperous penod can now hardly find work for more 
than 10,000 Similarly the export trade in Burma 
cheroots has suffered a senous set-back m recent years 
This tendency is of overwhelming importance from the 
growers’ point of view and particularly of those growers 
who are producing tobacco for export Three or four 
years ago the United Kingdom, which is the largest buyer 
of Indian tobacco, bought more dark than light tobacco 
from this country, but the amount of light tobacco has 
mcrea'sed rapidlv m the last few years 

In the eouise of 5 oi 6 years the imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco mto the Umted Kingdom from India 
have moie than doubled As a lesult of the Preference 
the proportion of Empire tobacco consmned in the 
United Kmgdom now over 24 per cent of the total, 
and has been rapidly increasing The amount of Indian 
tobacco used has increased stall more rapidly, which 
seercis to show that buyers in the United Kingdom are 
now begmmng to appreciate the good quality of Indian 
cigarette leaf It is, howevei, essential that in those 
aieas of this countrj which aie considered smtable for the 
production of Virgima cigarette tobacco, the growers 
should realise the great importance of quality and con- 
tinue their efforts to improve it 

It IS not only a question for growers, however, since 
the demand in the Umted Kingdom is mainly for leaf 

UICAR 
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which has been propeily stiipped (t e , with the midnb 
removed), reconditioned, graded coriectly for colour, 
texture, etc , and piopeilj piessed and packed The 
individual giover is not capable of imdei taking the 
highh skilled and somewhat expensive processing 
imohed It is theieloie important that expoiters and 
owners of iceonditiomug plants, winch have been in 
creasing lecentlj should lealise then i esponsibilities 
m the matter and take eveij possible step to nnmtam 
and im lo^e the rharactei and leputation of Indian 
tobacco expoited abroad 

The espoit tiade with Japan presents ceitam diffi 
culties and its futuic seems problematical since Japan 
itself produces and expoits umnanufactured tobacco to 
Europe, paiticulailv to Geraiany, where it is claimed 
that on account of its cleanlmess and standardised quahty 
It IS being well rccened in spite of its infeiior flavour 
and poor ke ping quality The expoits of Indian 
suncuied counriy tobacco to Japan do not normally 
commence till beptembei and produeeis and the trade 
aie in this case latbei at a disadvantage m so far as they 
are not awaie of the requirements of the Japiue'e 
Tobacco Monoi> dy till six months after the crop has been 
harvested 


Theie is no leason wny the present export of 
primings oi sciaps ” to the Netherlands should not 
continue and be expanded, but such tobacco should be 
c ear y maiked at the time of export to distingmsh it 
rom e high qualitj cigarette tvpe Some considera 
tion needs to be given to Indian produeeis of cheroot 
eat who ha-ve an export trade with Burma In view of 
le decieased consumption and export of cheroots it 

rnr ^ the agricultural depaitments cou 

ParticuIaiJy m Bengal-to give their immediate 
those aieas'^ possibility of producing other types lO 
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CHAPTER in— PRICES 
A — Introductory 

Fe^ other agricultural products show such large range of quality 
as tobacco The quality raiies even in the same tjpe varietv anl 
season from district to district and often from one field to another 
particularly m the ca^e of indigenous trpes of tobacco There have 
been hitherto no leco^nired grades of the different qualities an 1 t 
js therefore almist impossible to ge anv price senes which will gng 
a dependable idea about the territorial and periodical variation 
pneca The fact that merchants from distant areas and even non 
England have to vasit either per«onal!j or through representative^! 
the tobacco producing areas for maLiug direct purchases ind eategi 
strongly that written contr4»cts specifvmg requirements by call n"^ 
for samples bv post are not possible under the existing circxunstances 
It may be mentioned incidentallv that due probabJv to these dii!ic‘i'^ * 
ties that forward contracts m anv form are not current excepting nji 
the case of Virginia flue cured cigarette leaf for which some buygySj 
enter into contract with growers for delivery of leaf of different 
qualities at prices specified in the contract as will be explained 1/it r 
m the chapter on Assembling The chances of introducing i 
futures marhet for this commoditv appear remote Official price 
quotations available in extremely few cases have verv little commer-i 
cial use m connection with trade between producing and consumirg 
centres as they specify neither the type nor the quality They are- 
appareutlv all that can be expected under the existing trade method'* 
and in the absence of any definite svstem of classification and grading^ 
of tobacco found in the market Growers seldom keep anv record; ot 
prices teabsed excepting po'Sibly some of them m the Cfiarotar areoo 
of Bombay Presidency while m the case of a few big tobacco ine~ 
chants who maintain accounts it is difficult in most cases to tVace 
the trend of prices backwards for more than a few rears Besideg 
their account hooks give no mdieation of qualitj and as such 
prices extracted, fxom, t.b/ua. dn. unt. tann. a. umfarm s.erjes- Iq. 

' circumstances the best that can be done is to indicate approsmat^^n 
with the help of the available data the general trend of seasonal au&i 
, annual variations in prices of some of the important tvpes of 
grown and sold in different parts of the country ^ 

B — ^Trend and seasonal variations m prices of cured tobacco »f si 

Jhc 

(1) ClQARETTE AND PIPE TOBACCO Td 

(o) Virptnia flue-cured — (t) Guntur — The average Ear?e^ 
prices of raw Virgima flue-cured cigarette tobacco m Guntur distruHr 
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during the past eight rears -were as below ■ — 


Barvest pnces of raw five cured ^ irginta cigarette tobacco at Guntur 


Year 

Pnee per candv of 
5001b. 

Percents (re rise 
(J.) orfsU (-) 
over tie preceding 


1 Rs 


1930 

1 “ 


1931 

' i»s 

1 -1-20 3 

1932 

154 


1933 

1 US 

1 — 3 9 

1931 

12' 

1 —14 2 

193S 

1 U3 

] +15 B 

1936 

1 160 

+ 49 

IM" 

IS 

1 +54 7 


It is apparent that prices are nsme rapuUr since 1935 and ifl 
1937 they were about 46 per cent higher than m 1930 The leadm? 
buver of cigarette leaf m Guntur [the Indian Leaf Tobacco Develop- 
ment Co (India) Ltd] generalh purchases on the baas of prices of 
niSerent grades <peci'fted in the contract made bv the fina 
growers The contracted pnee- have been ^ annas per pound for ile 
first grade 7 annas for the second o annas for the third 3 annas fot 
the fourth grade and 1 anna per pound for scraps and rejections 
The average j nee paid bv the firm ranged between 4 to 5 annas pe^ 
pound dunn<» the sis vearx ending 1916 but in 1937 an averag' 
of about 6 annas per pound was paid owing to the high levd of 
prices prevailing during the season 

The statement in Appendix XXXI and the diagram f^“^ 
page 77 show the monlhlv buying prices, of merchants as extracted 
from the boohs of two exporting firms at Guntur The prices are 
high immediatelv after harvest unlike manv other tvpes of tobacco 
and almost all the other agneultnral products Colour is bv far 
most important factor determining quality of cigarette leaf and sincefi 
rapidlr deteriorates under ordinarr uncontrolled conditions of stora^ 
and temperature growers trr to dmpo'se of their produce immediately 
after curing The lots offered for sale later sav about a couple ot 
months after curing are usuafiT of poorer quabtv and it is for tfc^ 
reason that the growers pnces of cigarette tobacco immediate^ 
after harve'^ appear relatiydr high Sale of cured leaf commences 
bv about the middle of Jannarr when fanev pnces are asked for H 
growers particularlv during the past 4 vears Prices generally 
high during Februsrv to ITay bv which lime most of the growe** 
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sell off their crop Till the end of 1933, a few substantial growers 
used to hold over a small part of their crop to be sold during the latter 
part of the year, but realising the difficultv of storing under ordinary 
conditions, they now part with their produce unmediatelv after curing 
Ke-conditionmg, which should he done as «oon as possible after curing, 
and ‘Tibsequent storage of cigarette leaf require special large scale 
equipment and facilities that are expensive and bevond the require 
ments of individual growers 


(ti) dfi/sore — ^Virginia fine cured leaf is being grown in the 
ilv'iore State on commercial lines onlv during the past o years and the 
average prieea realised were as below • — 


Prim of raw flue cured Tirg\ma cigarette tobacco at White field near 
Bangalore 

Year \Terage pnee per Ib 

Us A F 


1933 

1934 
1933 

1936 

1937 


The area is vet small and almo&t all the leaf is ''old off dorm? 
November to Januarv The following figure* ''how the prices realised 
for different grades during the past 3 years • — 


Grade 

l93o , 

1 

1936 ' 

1 , 

1 

1 m? 


Rs A P ^ 

Rs A. r 

R3 A. r 

I 

0 9 0' 

0 10 0 

0 10 0 

n 

0 S 0 1 

1 0 6 0 

0 10 0 

m 

0 5 0 

0 6 6 

0 8 0 

IV 

0 5 0, 

0 6 6 

0 8 0 

V 

0 2 5 1 

0 2 6 

0 2 6 

VI 

0 1 6 1 

0 2 0 

0 2 0 

I>irk green 

0 I 6 1 

0 2 0 

1 0 2 0 

Sc„p, 

0 L 6 

0 10 

1 0 13 


On) Saharanpur (17 P ) — The few growers who produce fin&- 
cured leaf round about Saharanpur and Jhansi m the Lmted Pro- 
Tmees, dispose of their tobacco to cigarette factories m India bv 
private negotiations on the basis of •'amples of different grades The 
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a-verage prices realised for different grades during the past three years 
^tgivgoa-s — 

^rtcei realised for raw flue cured Virginia cigarette leaf at Saharan 

^s T ?«»■ 



In this aiea too the leaf is sold off itnii edialeh alter it is ready 
for the market during October and Noiember 


(h) Virgrinia sun cured — The productioo of Virginia sun cured 
(rack cured) is small Although a little is done in Saharanpur aod 
other areas the prodncUon is maiuH confii cd to Guntur district m 
Madias The area estimated in 19‘^4 3cp nas about 2 000 acres bit 
from lQ3o 36 onwards the ares lud qnantits of Virginia leaf pre 
pared bv the rack our n" metl od 1 as considerably declined dne to the 
increasing prices presail i g for flue cured leaf and as such sales of 
Virginia sun cured leaf from 1935 36 ha\e been small and occasional 
Tie following figures denote the avernge annual prices of Virgin a 
s \n cu red leaf during the four seats ending 193o — 

i , Prices of Virginia sun cured raw leaf 

I (Rupees per maund ) 



Qubtv I I 

Qusl ty II 

0 >• , 

Xenr 

0 

1 

m 

JI nimuni 

AlasiiziGTn 

lIiiuniDni 


1 

9 6 1 

6 5 

C 4 

4 3 

1933 1 

6 3 ' 

1 3 9 

3 9 

1 9 

MS4- 

8 6 1 

5 4 

5 4 

2 9 


10 0 1 

^ 0 

6 6 

4 4 

»' ill 




- 



AVERAGE annual EX-FACTORY PRICES 
PER MAUND OF CIGAR TOBACCO AT 
DINDIGUL MARKET. 

Pffrces P£/t ftjlOND ff»P£P> 





Facing P gf ii 


AVtRA&v MONTHLY WHOLESALE PRICES 
PER -tAtuD Of RAW COUNTRY (NATU) 
1 T'^PACCO AT GUNTUR 

1 . 1 Of sr QUAtfTV — — — 

M > WUH OF I ST QOAtnT — ' — * — 

1 M or 2*iD QUAtlTY — • — — 

M lUf Qf 2N0 QUALITY — — — 

MS,X W M Qf 3R0 QUALITY 


miPECa MIN MUM OF 3RD QUALITY — RUPEES 
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Tlie puces thus dropped m 193,. but ieto\erecl duiing the next 
year and m 193o -were high In 1936 ind 1937 the quantitj available 
■vras stnaU 

The statement in Appendix XXX IT sll 0 ^vlng the monthlj prices 
and the diagram facing pi^e 77 indicate that the prices rule high 
m April and , i c , immediateU after hai % estmg and curing In 
1934, hoive\er, the prices* suddenla rose from September ard can 
tinned to be high till the end of the aear, due to the large Japanese 
demand m that \ ear 

(c) Ccnintrif tobacco — (i) Guntur — ^The average annual prices 
of country (iAotw) tobacco grovm in Guntur district during the past 
5 j ears were as beloir — 


Prices of country (Aatu) ran tobacco at Guntur 


ItMr 

Peremdjof 

50l>lb 

Percents ge nse (+ 1 

1 or fall ( — )orertb 0 
preceding year 


Hs 


1633 j 

57 


1933 ^ 

30 

—47 4 

1934 

1 30 


1933 

&4 

i-SO 0 

1938 

43 

—20 4 

1937 

oO 

+16 S 


Prices were thus low m 1933 and 1934 during which period the 
pnees of Virginia flue cured leaf also were low In 193o there vras a 
sharp rise followed hr a deehne jn 1936 In 3937 the prices rose oy 
about 16 per cent ov er the previous rear Tapin is the largest •single 
buver for this tvpe of tobacco and the Japanese detnand has m conse 
quence^ considerable influence m the determination of its price In 
1934 35 the export-;, to Japan were the highest during recent •\ ear', 
and hence there was a sudden rise in prices m 1935 In 193a 36 aiso 
Japan took a large quantity but the prices dropped down by about 
^ per cent in 3936 due eluefli to the fall in internal demind for 
Virgima flue cured leaf In 1937 the prices recovered bv over 16 
per cent on account of the general nse m prices of several tvpes of 
tobacco 

Appendix XXXIII and the diagram facing this page show the 
monthly trend of prices The prices are generallv high in April to 
June commence to fall bv Jnlv but rise again bv about October 
•November Shipments to Japan commence by about September and 
miy variation in these shipments affect tbe prices during the latter 
P^rt of the vear The prices m Apnl to June are high as tbe best 
quabty leaf is offered for sale dnrmg tbis period 
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(«) Bihar — Best tobacco {frown m North Bihar used to be pu' 
chased by one firm m fairly large quantities till 193 > for the maun 
facture of cheap cigarettes but from that year onii ards the demand 
has considerably fallen and non practically reached a nanishiLj 
point The avenge price paid for lan leaf ranged from Rs 8 6 6 to 
Ks 8 10 6 per standard maund or roughly 1 anna 8 pies per lb ii 
1935 Tins fall in demand and price is 6aid to be due to tlie parti 
cular earths fla^onr of B har tobacco which does not impro-ve erca 
after prd nged storage md blending with other tobaccos 


(2) CiCAP ClU-TOOT TOBlLLO 


(ffl) Madias — Dmdigul Tnehinopolj and ilaclras are the nio»t 
important cigai n anufa tunng centres m the country The diagram 
taemg page IIT and tl e statement gi\en in Appendix XXXW mdieate 
that the average annual cigai leaf prices during the post-depress on 
years are considerably aboae the pre-war level The highest prices 
were paid during i92a 26 but m 1931 32 and 1932 33 the pnces were 
cxtremelj low e\ en lower than the pre w ar prices duo to the effects of 
the trade depression fl ere has been however a recovery smw 
1933 34 The long period average prices during the past 23 years 
were as follows — 


Period 

1913 14 to 1917 18 
1918 19 to 1922 23 
1023 24 to 1927 28 
1928 29 to 1932 33 
1933 34 to 1935 36 


Average pnee per mwni 
Bs A F 
10 11 0 

19 0 0 

20 12 0 
14 10 0 
13 8 0 


It can be seen therefore that the price level was at its height 
during the quinquennium ending 1927 28 The sudden drop during 
the next five jearb ending 1932 33 was due to the low prices pre'Stl 
mg during 1931 ^2 and 1932 33 


A reference to the following f^urea shows that the manufac 
turer s average annual buying wholesale prices of Tnchmopoly 
flUers have been stationary since 1931 except m the year 1935 when 
the price rose and nearly reached the pre war price level The 
Increase in the pr ces in 1935 was about 25 per cent as compared with 
tne piCMons year 


Average annual 
Year 

1910 

1915 

1920 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


prices of Tnchmopoly cigar fillers at Madras 

pnee per maund 
Ks A P 
10 10 0 
13 6 0 
21 2 0 

- 8 3 0 

8 3 0 
8 3 0 

“ - 8 3 0 

10 4 0 
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The available information shows that the highest prices were 
received in 1920, but from 1921 tiie prices declined 

I At Dindigul ordera are placed on samples In some jears only 
one price is paid, in some two or three merchants sell, each at 
different prices Ordinarily, cigar tobaccos a\ailable in the market, 
are a combination of wrapper, binder and filler, the 
larger the proportion of wrappers the better being the 
price offered The three kinds, ti2 , wrapper, filler and 
binder are not sold separalelj A commercially good type is one 
which serves for all uses, i ic , wrappers, binders and fillers, in the 
manufacture of cigars and cheroots A \ariety like UstA^apal fetches 
better prices on account of its distinctive flavour 

The pnces of the LanXas cheroot tobaccos during the three ' °ais 
1933 35 were as follows — 


Pnce per maimd j Percentage 


Quantity 

IM3 1 

1 1 
1 

1 

1934 1 

' 1935 

; 1 

fall (-) 
(1933 35) 


Rs 

Rs 

’ f' 

1 Tts 


Um\at (fiaru oi Long) 

20 0 

23 >1 1 

1 21 0 I 

+8 

lankoM {ilattaiam of Ue<lium) 

14 0 

13 3 

1 ® 1 

—17 

Lanbu (^vreAt or Small] 

8 3 1 

6 6 1 

1 

1 ^ ^ 1 

—20 


It can thus be seen that while the prices of the first quality 
rose m 1934, the prices of the second and third qualities declined 
The prices m 1935 were about 8 per cent more than in 1933 for the 
first quality, but those of the second and third qualities declined by 
17 per cent and 20 per cent respectively during the same period 
In 1936 and 1937 the prices lInpro^ed considerably as can be seen 
from the statement m Appendix XXXVI 

TlLt Ti*l VvS V) ■per 

maund m 1934 35, Rs 12 8 0 m 1935 36 and Rs 14 m 1936 37 at 
Cannanore Tobacco from Chebrole m Guntur district used locally 
for cheroots is considered to be an expensive type of tobacco ax it is 
in great demand in Guntur district and round about because of its 
strength and sells at Rs 50 to Rs 60 per maund 

Apart from the general conditions of supply and demand, the 
year to year variation in prices are very largely due to variations in 
quabty on account of seasonal factors 

Appendices XXXV and XXXVI and the diagram facing page 
717 give the average monthly prices of West Godavari and Lankas 
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cigar and cheroot tobaccos The growers’ marketing period is 
normallj from April to September, though fresh leaf begins 
to appear on the market m Jlarch In the case of Godavari 
tobacco the prices begin to tall from Januarj till thej reach their 
minimnin m March from wbicli time onwards the prices continue 
to be low till July when the\ begin to rise, reaching the maximum 
limit sometime m December In the case of Lankas tobacco the 
month to month variation m prices is small the lower level is usuailv 
reached in Februaii and March when the new crop is about to come 
m the market and trom October to November bj which period better 
qualitj tobacco is sold awa\ to manufacturers Prices are generallv 
high m April to June and trom Julj commence to decline 

(b) Bengal — The Jait tobacco (laiown to the trade as Book 
Common, Poola Good or Bhengi) is largely used m the manufacture 
of Burma cheroots 

The average puces realised for BJiengt tobacco giown at ttie 
Government Buiirhat Farm near Rangpur during tbe past thirteen 
years were as under — 


ye»i 

Pnee per msund 

Percentage nse(+> 
or fall (— ) over the 
previons yea* 


Its A P 


1924 26 

10 0 0 


1925 

14 0 0 

+40 

1926 27 

13 0 0 

— 7 0 

1927 28 

18 0 0 

+88 6 

1928 29 

35 0 0 

+ 94 4 

1929 30 

15 0 0 

—67 1 

1930 31 

5 6 0 

—63 3 

1931 32 

8 0 0 1 

+45 5 

1932 33 1 

10 0 0 

+25 0 

1933 34 

11 0 0 

+ 10 0 

1934 35 

8 9 0 

—22 2 

1935 36 

8 IS 0 

+ 30 

1936 37 

10 10 0 

+20 6 


Considermg the rise and fall m prices during the past 12 years, 
it will be seen that a rise was recorded durmg 8 out of 12 years The 
prices reached their maximum m 1928 29 just before the depression 
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commenced, but from 1929 30 the prices declined greath reachmg 
their minnmiTn jn 1930-31, the first jear of the depression From 
the nest year, howe\er the prices recovered and in 1933 34 iveio 
double the prices prei ailing m 1930 31 In 1934 35, there vras a fall 
of 22 per C'=*nt but from 1035 36 thev have recoNe^ed and the present 
level of price* is ‘^hshth higher than that prevailing in 1924 2o 

The statement in Appendix SXSVII shows the prices realised 
for the different types of cigar and cheroot tobaccos grown at the Gov 
ernnient Bunrhal Farm It will be seen that the prices ot 
imported ” varieties ba^e dropped down to a greater extent than 
those of the local varietv Bhengx Thus in 1935 36 the price of 
Sumatra varietv, qualitv (oj was onlv one-cight of the price pieiail 
mg m 1924-25 Sinularlv the corresponding price le^el of 
Swiiiatra (b) qualitv was one seventh of ic'* qualitv one fifth and 
of Manila and Pcnnsijhanta one eight The price of Biirntcse 
Haxana ir 1^36 37 was onlv a tenth of the price ruling in 1924 25 
These exotic varieties however are not grown eommercialU to auj 
extent and the price quotations refer to small quantities produced 
erperimentaUv on a Govermnent Farm 

The average annual merchants buving prices of Jafi tobacco 
at Rangpur were as below — 


Aterage prices of Jat% tobacco at Bangpur 


Year 

1 Pnre per mannd 

Perceotace rue(+) 
or fall{ — ) OTM the 
prenona rear 


Ra A r 


1927 

I 18 0 0 


1923 

j 20 0 0 

1 +ll I 

1929 , 

1 12 0 0 

1 — iO 0 

1930 

6 0 0 

—33 3 

1931 1 

j 6 0 0 

0 

1932 

■ 0 0 

-4 IC - 

1933 ! 

10 8 0 

j +50 0 

1934 

7 12 0 

1 —‘>6 2 

1935 j 

8 i 0 j 

+ 64 

1936 j 

10 0 0 ‘ 

+21 2 

1937 ' 

' 10 8 0 j 

+ 50 
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Out of 10 years six years recorded a rise m prices The sudden 
drop m prices from 1929 compares with the figures given earlier 
In 1930 to 1932 the prices were \er3 low due to trade depression In 
1933 they reco\ ered followed again bj a drop during the next yei- 
From 1935 the tr^nd appears to be defimtelj upwards 


The middle leases of Jat% tobacco are called Poola which is s tb 
divided into common and good in the Calcutta marl et The state 
ment m Appendix XXXVIII and the diagram facing page 117 show 
the average monthlj prices of loola (Common) tobacco m the 
Calcutta marl et as published m the Calcutta Prices Current and 
Money Market Report » published by the Bengal Chamber of Com 
meree It is the Poola leaf which is exported in large quantities to 
burma for the manufacture of c gars and cheroots 


The taten ent shows that the prices declined from 1930 to 19V 
reeoaered bi about 30 per cent in 1933 but fell again in 1934 From 
iJdo honeaer the trend of prices appears to be on the rise The 
prices of Poola (Good) in the Calcutta market are about 8 to 12 
annas per maund more than those for Poola (Common) 

Appendix XXXIX and the diagram facing page 117 give the 
prices of Jah tobacco at Rangpur during the past 6 years 
IS hanested in February to April the normal marketing 
hsTOst 1“ The prce lei el immediately afler 

rt 7ommeC« t’’ “ By Septemlier 

remained at monthly prices were more constant and 

S “ T? maund from Auguat to April It appear! 

and dutnhntm * “°t* ' 1'!”*,^'?* “ne smaller in a tenmcal 

in n ® !*' thau those m prices pres allies 

ixx' m " d XxISf" Banspnr (see Appendices 

monthW statement in Appendix XL shows the average 

mt market, B"™roe e'gar and cheroot tobaccos m three impor 
SnrS ah™ th f”™ “ PuM^hed m the Burma Gasette We 
toea ranged from Ks 2 14 0 

In 19SS OK tk Br ‘■GO pec maund in 1930 33 and 1933 .1 

Thayettvo t)' Es 3 5 0 per mannd « 

nMnti S tros Es 5 per mannd a! 

MM 35 ^ At p , 'H 1 ^ ® ® ‘ud Es 6-3 0 m 

per maiin/'L^'' “'"“So Pnee in 1935 36 was Hs 3 14 0 
mdieaw , f S T ™ 6 6 0 per mannd m 1934 35 tins 

howeier^do V r T cent These official price quotations 
averave oaSl.S ‘ the vanetj and are reported to refer to 

trade ’ produce and as such they are of limited use m the 


The 

tobaccos 


average annual prices of the well known Pesr cheroot 
grown m the Shwegym area of Burma as obtained m the 
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3?angoofl market during the past 3 jears, were as below — 

^teragc uJinuat pnces of Desi {Sku.egyin) cheroot iolacco tn Rangoo'\ 
marXet 


(Permaoisd) 


Qnslitv 

1934 35 

1935-36 

1936 37 


^ A. P 

1 Rs 4 P 

Rs 4 P 

I 1 

10 4 0 j 

' 12 8 0 

14 13 0 

II 

7 15 0 

9 14 0 

1 12 9 0 

in 

5 12 0 : 

7 8 0! 

1 9 2 0 

IV 

4 9 0 

6 0 0 

1 7 9 0 


Ginng equal weight to the four qualities since their relative pro 
portion IS not tnown, the average annual price was Bs 7 2 0 pci 
maund in 1934-35 Rs 8 15 6 m 1935 36 and Rs 11 m 1936 37 Thus 
m 1936 37 the prices were about 54 per cent higher than thoae pre 
vailing in 1934 35 

The following figures indicate the trend of prices of different 
varieties of local cheroot tobacco sold m Jlvingyau market 

^.tera^e annual prices of different tanclies of cheroot iolacco of 
Hfyinsfyon 


fPer maond.) 


Vsnety 

1934 35 

1935 36 

1 

1936 37 

Percentage 
faU{— ) 

1934 35 to 

1 1936-37 


Rp 4 P 

R4. 4 P 

Rs 4 P 


Eli gy* Twe Taung 

13 5 0 

10 4 0 

9 2 0 

—31 

Eis-gy% Hnata-hman I 

11 11 0 

8 11 0 

8 0 0 

—31 

Ett gy% Ejuua-pu 

9 7 0 

6 14 0 

5 12 0 

—39 

Eie-ht 

6 5 0 

4 12 0 

5 12 0 1 

—to 

E$t-pat 

4 0 0 

3 3 0 

3 0 0 

—25 


It is Significant to note that the prices of these varieties declined 
by 25 to 40 per cent during the period 1934 35 to 1936 37 as against 
a nse in the Shwegyia tobaccos daring the same period It may 
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Sre of , So tte m.r ' 

SSrally oo'lS o“‘'= •« 

Koears thoTofl, « , “'“''farture of choap torch cheroots ] 

X.S 

BehaSmSS™!' oSSo? '“"J ®“"“o '’“"P” 

mereial namps'^blA ^ is 1 no-mi bj different Burmese com 

utilised m the manutaeli.r, °of^ i* S" * ’’“"■“■nuiR three lie 
and for eheivmo Jp 1903 0? ,1,°''°' ‘'"■'“‘s »t different qualit c, 
mercnl t) pes m the rJS ® fte at erase prices of these 4 eon 
upes m the Kanpoon marlet ivcre as below _ 


Per maund 


Shwefasok 
Kabya 
Oreen Stnng 
Tuietckoon 


Rs A P 

18 5 0 
13 0 0 
11 8 0 
12 11 0 


Pnees of these four T.ariente average weekly 

1935 36 The figures and fh^ ? ^ in the Rangoon market w 

m the case of Shuetas^ indicate that 

llarch From April thev commln,!^ ® low during Febmair and 
June In July there is a slmht f "it maximum j 

September In October thet?!/a c7^l? continues till the end oi 
prices continue to fluetnaf-i but afterwards tn^ 

■Rs 20 8 0 per maund Sif ter of Rs 20 to 

Kahtd April to August app aisto^*^^ Jsnuarj In the case of 

lange fiom Rs !“> to Rs * P nod of low pnees which 

of September the mipp ^ maund From the letter half 
of about Rs 14 5 o^per raaTind*^K^^ v reaches to a level 

Deeembei there is a sli<»lif fail ^ the end of November b 

to rule high from December tn 

April to August swm. of Jlarch For ffreen Stnvg 

from Rs 10 5 0 tn T?s n « n Penod of low prices which range 
September the nricS this period Fro^n 

Rs 12 5 0 per maund The biMi^** October reach about 

her Prom December continue throughout Noveir 

per maund m Februarv decline and reach to about Rs 11 12 b 

appears to be a month «f nowe\er again rise in March whicfi 
yuetchoon conh2e at ^ The prices of 

maund from Ap?d to the e7d ^ ^o Rs 12 5 0 per 

there is a small rise -whirh August From early Septemocr 

the price reaches to about Ri the end of January when 

a month of maximum prices wh.«f®*^ ^uud March appears to be 
per maund P “* ’* at Rs 19 6 0 to Rs 20 8 0 
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(3) Bidi Tobacco 

(a) Bombay — (») Charotar area — ^The following figures slioi 
the annual aTerage prices of iwo of the best ^a^letletJ {Lai md Lilio} 
of bidi tobacco grown in the Charotar area of Bombay Gujrat, as 
ohtamed hr the growers during the past 12 j ears the price figi 
having been extracted from the account books of seieral toba(Cj 
growers and village middlemen 


Prjces of h\dt tobacco tn fiToira district 


Year 

Lot 

[^Bhiioor 

powder) 

it7ro 
(S^t lo or 

powder) 

Pnceper 

Md 

Percentage 
n«e(+) or 
fall ( — ) over 
precioua 
year 

Pnce per 
Md 

Percentase 

n-e(+)or 

faU(_) 

over 

prevjoua 

year 


1 Rs A r 


Ra A. ? 


19^6 

14 2 e 


13 14 3 


1927 

14 3 7 

+ 05 

16 15 0 

+ 17 & 

19^8 

13 4 2 

—6 8 

17 3 3 

+ 1 5 

1929 

11 15 S 

— 9 6 

U 6 1 

—18 0 

1930 

7 10 U ' 

— 2C 5 

10 7 8 ' 

—27 0 

1931 

10 6 7 ' 

+3o 6 

10 10 11 

+ 10 

1932 

7 11 5 

—28 8 

9 8 0 

—11 7 

1833 

» 13 11 

+13 2 

10 6 2 ; 

+ 92 

1934 

10 u 0 

J-21 1 

11 7 9 

+10 8 

1935 

7 11 7 

—27 9 

10 5 6 

— 9 8 

1936 

10 8 0 

+35 5 

10 P 6 

+ 42 

1937 

12 8 4 

J-19 1 

12 9 0 

+ 16 3 


It IS apparent that five of the 12 years recorded a fall in prict^ 
in the case of both the varieties The prices rose till 1928 thon_) 
the prices of Lai recorded a fall m 1928 In 1929 there was 
a sudden drop of 9 8 per cent m Lai and 16 6 per cent, in Lilio 
prices The prices further decimed by about 27 per cent during 
the next vear but in 1931 there was a sharp recovery of over 15 
per cent m LcZ and 2 per cent in JAlio In the very next yea** 
however, there was a sharp fall to he followed agam by a rise i r 
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S Tlfp 'f appreciable drop, bat from 

eeoifnai'i Pnees is apparently on the rise The seren 

thr^i eonunenced late m 1930, but it appears ta 

efleerinZ°erJg Se'“^Ss“‘“‘ 

prices of svprn'I'^" ^ maamium and minimum (trade) 

Prices of oaerap, 

(Per maund ) 


1925 

1926 

1927 
102S 

1929 

1930 


1933 

1934 

1935 


Miiucquiq I ManoiuDi | ilinimiiQi | Maxuniuiii 


Rs A F 

13 11 5 
13 11 5 
13 1) 5 
5 14 0 

5 14 0 
7 13 5 
7 13 5 

6 14 0 

7 13 6 

5 14 0 
3 14 8 

6 14 0 I 

5 14 0 I 


Rs 1 p 
23 8 2 
23 8 2 
23 8 2 
11 12 1 
II 12 1 
13 11 6 
13 11 6 
11 12 1 
13 11 6 
11 12 1 
9 12 g 
11 12 1 
11 12 1 


R 4 A P 
0 12 0 
9 12 9 
9 12 9 
3 14 8 
3 14 8 

5 14 0 
fi 14 0 

3 14 e 

7 13 6 
3 14 8 
1 7 6 
3 14 8 

6 14 0 


R3 i. P 
19 9 S 
19 9 6 
19 9 5 
7 13 6 
7 18 « 
9 12 9 
9 12 9 
7 13 6 
11 12 1 
7 13 5 
9 12 9 
9 12 9 
11 12 1 


and as suclf ”re 1 **^ specify the variety nor the quality 

tention that the present however support the con 

If any on th^ JlT^ f depression has had very little effect 

and that the eiistmS ot bidi tobacco in the Gharoiar arM 

■ng dnnup tbe ‘•■Itber than those prevail 

dunav thS list ^^2® “'I 1921* I” 

were biphe? ^^3,0 * the depmssion, 1930 and 1931, the pruo 
prices IS onWt“ »" '^'P— " 7ear The trend ef 



MOA/rHLY Pfi/CES OF P/NO/, MOT/HAP/ AND JAO TOBAOCOS 
ATRA\/ANDUR. COOGN B/HAR i PATGRAA/ MAR/<£rS 




Facing page 127.] 
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Ibe following hgures show the a\errige umiiidl [jrji.es realised 
hy growers for inferior ht<?» tobaccos — 


(Per maond) 



These prices indicate the same general trend as was observed m 
the case of Lai and Lilio tobaccos except for the more precipitate 
decline in the prices of Khalari m 1930 


In general, there are six classes of 6idi tobacco recognised by 
the trade in the C/iaro/ar area viz Lai, Liho, Gaha KJintan, hhakan 
and Bandhan The last term means bundle and BandJtan is always 
sold in leaf tied into bundle-> The remaining classes represent 
fkahrmy kyd'i*ir»xre\f /rmit iVtfvwf xlTJar jTircvV ir' 

the tobacco plant as well as from the ratoon crop Khakan is the 
cheape-jt material Gaha fetching a little better than Khakan 
Highest prices are realised for Lai and Lrlvo, whereas better type-> 
of Rhufan fetch higher prices than the lower qualities of Lai and 
lAlvo 

The statements in Appendices Xlill and XLIII and thd 
diagram facing tins page giie the average monthly prices of Lai 
and Lilio htdi tobaccos daring the ten years 1926 to 1935 In 
the case of Lai tobacco which is hy far the most important 
class of iidt tobacco aecountrag for a Lttle more than two-thirds of 
the total production in this area the peak of monthly prices is 
generally reached m the month of January by which time the best 
LIICAR 
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tobacco are sold by the growers (see diagram facing pag* 
l£7) There is a slight but progressive decline from Februan 
which continues till the end of May June to October is a penwl o' 
ow By about the end of October the prices commence to 

rise till they reach the maximum in Januaiy The Liho tobaco 
which forms less than 4 per cent ot the total production shows a 
slightly different tendency of monthlj v ariation of prices In tb 
case m^h prices appear to rule m June and again in December aul 
J^annary thongli the number of transactions hetaeen Jars li 
October are few and far between The prices commence nsins ei Ij 
stoels held over bj substantial growen 
Fr'n» -p °ffeied for ^aJe and the rising trend continues till Januar 
roin h ebruaiy to May the pnees decline b> about 3 to 5 per cent 

^tpani urea— The pnees of btdi tobacco (Batpan d 
J<^rda) at \ipani dunng the past 10 years were as below - 


Best Medium Poor 
qua! ty qnahty qua' ^ 


18 0 0 12 U * 

18 0 0 12 IS * 


Daring tL^Sryea/*i93??i continued to rise till 

to 33 per cent Thp^ a sharp decline of about ' 

a xise of 10 to 30 ^ a further fall m 1931 32 to be followed “ 

and 1934 35 next year The years 1933 

appears to be on tb 

highest since 1929 30 P^ee secured m 1936 37 were 

127s?ow"ttraTn„'aUytS’'°'^ 

sold in the Sangb market ™ different classes of J 

B market in the Nipani area Taking only the be“ 
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qualities into consideration the prices were as below during the last 
seren years 


Prices of h^st Quality bidi tobacco in ilie S-anflli wartef 
(Per maimd) 


Year 


P&Ddharpuri 

Other types 
of powder 
(Jaria} 

Jtirji lei ( 

IPefuiij) 


1 R9 A p 

Rs a p ^ 

Rs A T 

Ks. A T 

mo 31 

9 2 10 

17 9 10 

l‘> 13 6 


1931 S’* 1 

9 8 8 

22 6 2 

14 10 U 


1932 33 

IS 0 9 

22 1’ 1 

IS- 8 3 

11 0 2 

1933 31 

13 3 6 

16 U 1 

IS S 7 

8 12 11 

1931 35 ' 

13 IS 2 

18 5 7 j 

18 6 7 

8 12 11 

193540 

11 0 2 

J8 5 7 : 

16 8 2 

11 0 2 

’ 1935 37 

12 13 6 

1$ 6 3 

18 6 7 

1 11 0 2 


The Pand/iaipurt tobacco belongs to the ^icotianu rustics species 
and IS noted to contain a high percentage of nicotine On account if 
high strength it fetches a high price among manufacturers of hdit 
who use It for blending with other classes of tobacco for making btdu 
ot different strength The demand is howeier limited for this class 
The other classes belong to Aicotiano Tabacum species The Jarda 
tobacco which forms more than two thirds of the total production m 
the ^lpant area fetches prices which are sometimes higher than thosi. 
obtained for Pandharpun and its price lei el is always much higher 
than that of the best classes of Gujratt bidi tobaccos viz Lai and 
Lilio Even the price® of Mxrjt tobacco which is one of the cheaper 
classes available in the Atpan* area are higher than those of any of 
the SIX trade classes p educed in Gujrat 

The figures given above show that the prices on the Sangli marke* 
continued to rise from 1930-31 to 1932 33 Jn 1933 3-4 there was a 
sharp fall m the case of Slirji (both bundles and powder) and 
Pandharpun as against a nse in the case of Jarda Id 1934 3o ne 
prices of Mirji powder and T'andharpun recovered but those of Jaid i 
and dfirji bundles remained at the same level as m 1933 34 In 193'^ 
36 the prices of Ifirjt powder and Jarda declined while thos o* 
Pandharpun bundles remained constant and of rose fn 

1936 37 the prices were generally higher than, those in the previous 
vear except in the case of Pandharpun which recorded a fall 

With regard to the seasonal variation m prices it may be 
vlated that at the commencement of the season m Jannary the prices 
are better but afterwards there is a gradual downward trend till 
the end of “May Afterwards on account of the advent of early 
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monsoou there are practicallj no transactions till about the end o* 
October The season opens again in Ivovember and, on the ■nlioli 
it appears, that the prices rule at a slightly higher let el m November 
and December than during the months of April and Jlay It may 
be, hotvever, noted that the highei level of prices ruling m November 
and December is almost entirely due to improt ement m the smohm? 
quality of tobacco after some months’ storage after harvest, as wil) be 
explained later in the chapter on * Storage and stocks ”, and not 
due to any increase m demand The statements in Appendices XLT 
and XLVI ahow the daily and weekly maximum and minimum prices 
of Jarda irdi tobacco as extracted from merchants’ books at Jayasing 
pur m the Nipani area The statement of daily prices shows that 
the daily maximum prices oscillate more than the minimum prices 
(bat very sudden rises or falls of prices from day to day are not 
common and that both the maximum and minimum prices show s 
tendency of gradual decline from February to the end of April 
(h) Batoda — The tollowing are the average prices per mauudo' 
Jardo Bkulo {bidi powder) m Baroda during the past mne years - 

\e»T PrKeperroaund 


IflJS 29 
922 30 
1930 31 
*031 32 
J03'33 

1933 31 

1934 35 
193o 3b 
1936 37 


Bs. i r 
14 14 0 
10 0 0 

9 8 0 
8 0 0 
SCO 
9 12 * 
9 0 0 
9 12 0 

10 2 0 


It lb evident that the prices declined from 1928 29 to 1932 32 In 
1933 34 there v\ a-* a rist of 22 per cem In the next year there was i 
email decline but fiom that year itz , 1934 35 the trend appears (o bt 
again on the rise 


The following figures show- the prices realised for Jardo 
(bidi leaf m bundles) by three growers from a village m Barods 
State — , 


The prices of Jardo Jvdi realised by growers 


IMl 3> 
iG32 33 
1933 31 
jJ3J 35 
1935 36 


^o I 


Grower 
^o 11 


Growft 

J.0 III 


12 0 

11 4 
10 12 

12 0 
13 4 


0 10 0 0 

0 10 4 0 

0 9 8 0 

0 12 8 0 

0 11 8 0 


10 0 « 
10 8 0 
10 8 0 



131 


It was reported that all the three growers produced the same 
variety on the same type of soil and sold their produce practically 
at the 'ame time and yet the puces realised hy them were different 
from each other The price realised by mdl^ 1 flual growers depends 
not onlv on the quality (which often \aries jn this area from field 
to field) and with the care talen in cuUiration and preparation, but 
also on the personal factors of the indiiidual growers and his ability 
to secure the full market price 

(c) Central Proiinces and Berar—The Central Provinces and 
Berar is the most important province for manufacturing 6idis and 
imports lai^e quantities of btdt tobacco pow^^j. from the Charotar 
(Gujrat) and \ipam areas of the Bombav Presideno% Before it is 
Bold to manufacturers of 6tdw, the tobacco under<*oes considerable 
processing m the form of preparation of di^erent'qualiti mixture^ 
ba-jed on colour and strength The wholesale merchants in the tiro 
Bombay areas have regular processing fa^jtones where the btdi 
tobacco is sieved sorted and blended to form different guaJity 
mixtures. Each of these mixtures is gnen its own number whn-h 
varies from one wholesale merchant to another The prices of soi 
of these qualities which are designated by humbers at Gondia ua 
important btdi manufactoring centre in the tjentral Proiinces were 
as below — 

Prices of bidi tobacco mixtures Gondtc, 

(Per maoiid) 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 
1^ 


26 0 0 
29 5 0 
27 0 0 
23 4 0 


30 0 O 
37 5 0 
33 II 0 
36 4 0 

31 0 0 


"0 o 
16 0 


No 


Atei 


Bs r 
26 4 0 


I * A. r 

44 0 0 
So 0 0 
S'* 0 0 


24 8 0 
21 0 0 


34 4 0 


(d) imam’s Dominions — ^The annual average prices at Hyder 
abad of imported ^iponi Pandharpun and AKol varieties of 

bidt tobacco mixtures were as shown below 


(price per maond) 


Tear 

1 tolacco 

Pa’uIharpVj^ 

tobacco 

tobacco 

1 

^l-ol 

1 tobacco. 


Bs A » 

Es A- l 

Be A. r 


193‘> 33 

26 0 0 ' 

22 0 0 1 



1933^4 

•too 

17 0 ft 




24 8 0 

20 0 0 ' 




•fQ 0 0 

16 0 0 , 

11 0 0 

I 7 11 0 
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The prices of Nipam, Tandharpun, Jfirji and Akol powder* 
fell in 1933 34 and increased m 1934 35 and again declined m 1935 ?6 
The rise and fall m the prices per mauod appear to hai e been about 
the same m all the four ca«es. being higher proportionately over the 
cheaper ttpes 

The statement in Appendix. XLVIl shows the monthly prices of 
locally grown tobaccos in derabad Deccan It will be seen tbal the 
prices of the locallj grown Jarda tobacco declined in 1932 33 as «m 
pared to 1931 32 prices In 1933 34 there was a further decline but 
in 1934 35 there was a sharp recoter% of over 30 per cent TU 
fluctuations m the prices of localh grown Desi tobacco showed t! e 
same tendencies There are wide osciUationss in the prices from o le 
month to another In the case of Desi tobacco the prices appear to Le 
high m Januan and low m April and Ma^ 

The statement m Appendix XLVIII gnes weekly prices of 
different qualities of Jarda tobacco in Hyderabad (Dn) during 
1934 35 

(4) Hookah TOBSCco 

(a) JJcn(7af— The following figure* mdicate the average anniu 
prices of Jati and l/ofiinn \arieties of hookah tobacco in NorOi 
Bengal — 


VSM 

1 Pnc« per m*und ^ 

Pereenfege n*e (+) or f»ll 
(_) oTer the preceding 
yevr 

1927 

Rs « F 

18 12 9 


1923 1 

23 8 0 

+25 3 

19^9 

27 9 J1 

+ 17 5 

1930 

14 3 7 

—48 7 

1931 

8 1 4 

—43 2 

1932 

9 9 8 

+ 19 4 

1933 

12 8 7 , 

+30 0 

1934 

9 8 2 

—24 0 

1935 

7 7 5 j 

—21 8 

1936 j 

8 0 5 

+ 7 6 


These prices refer to average qualitv Jati {^rcoUana Tahacuni) 
and Motihart (^^co/Ia^o rKstica) used mainly for hookah, though 
the former is partly u«ed for chewing and cheroot making Ti'C 
prices thus rose upto 1929 but in 1930 there was a sudden drop and 
by 1931, the prices were less than one third the prices prevailing m 
1929 Bv 1933, however there was a recovery of 50 per cent over 
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the 1931 prices but in 1934 and 1935, there was again a sharp fall 
In 1936, the prices reco%ered by about 8 per cent 

The well known \ ariety jlfottAart is almost entirely u«ecl for 
hooXah and on account of its strength is largely in demand all over 
Bengal Assam Bihar and other areas The following were the er 
age flnnnal prices of Mottharx hookah tobacco at Patgram in the 
Jalpaiguri district of North Bengal * — 


Prices of ilotihan tobacco at Patgram 


Tear 

Pnee per Tn&und ' 

1 ! 

Percentage rise (+J 
or faU ( — ) OTer 
previous rear 

19‘’3 

19“^ 

Bs a p ^ 

31 a 4 1 

18 10 8 

^0 3 

1930 

16 5 4 , 

—12 8 

1931 

16 1 4 ! 

— 1 5 

1932 

13 10 8 

—14 8 

1933 

12 10 8 

— 7 3 

1931 

9 4 0 

—29 1 

193a { 

1 6 4 0 

—33 4 

1936 ' 

1 9 2 0 

+ o'> 0 

1937 

11 8 0 

+ 26 0 


There has thus been a sharp and continuous decline m p" cea 
from 1928 to 193o when the prices were only about a fifth of tnose 
prerailmg m 1928 In 1936 there was a sudden recovery of o2 per 
cent and m 1937 the prices further rose by 26 per cent but still 
remained far below the 1928 level 

The following were the prices realised for MoUhart tobacco grt wii 
at the Burirhat Go^ ernment Farm near Rangpur during the past 13 
Jears ■ — 


Year 

Pnees realised tor 
ilotihan tobacco 


Ea, a p. 

1924-25 

10 0 0 

I92o “*6 

14 0 0 

1926-27 

12 0 0 

1927 28 

20 0 0 

1928 29 

Crop failed 

1929 30 

r 0 0 

1930 31 

5 0 0 

1931-32 

8 0 0 

lOS^ 33 

10 0 0 

1933 34 1 

9 0 0 

1934-35 


1930-36 ' 

11 6 0 

1936-37 

No Biles 
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It will be seen that there is considerable difference between tliea« 
prices and those obtaining at Patgram given in the previous taole 
This IS due to differences in quahty of the produce sold at the uo 
places but it is impossible to explain the extent of variation in prices 
due to qualitj differences m the absence of any specific definition of 
quality of the produce sold from jear to year 


It appears however that the prices realised at Burirhat (Rang 
pur) were on the whole lower than those pre\ailing at Paterara at 
east till the year 1933 In 1930 31, the prices at Burirhat suddenly 
aroj^ed down to Rs 5 per maimd from Rs 12 per maund in 1929 30 
inoQ P«ces was noticed earlier, le m 

In 1J35 36, the pnees at Burirhat recosered to Rs 118 0 
per maund and compared belter with Rs 9 2 0 per maund presailin,' 
at Patgram m 1936 


(sand leaies) ot both the Jah and MaMim u also 
sirefs'h b small quantitj bein; also 
aieappttes 'l‘=ssette manufacturers for manufacturing: cheap 
. „ Jbbnal at erase prices of Bii/ipof leaf at Matha 

Bhansa m Ooocli Behar State durms the past 5 jears trere as below - 
Prices 0 / Bishpal leaf at matha Bhansa 


1933 

1934 
1033 

1936 

1937 


Price per mound 


Fe II F 

2 8 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
2 0 0 
3 P 0 


The trend of 
two jcar-b 


prices of Bnhpat is thus on the rise durms the nasi 


monthls wh les'le mic^Tf ll < I ^ 

'mlirp the f 0 eh " Patgram and Jo'i pro 

pulhshei fortniehtlv ^coch Behar State Gasette 

the sf ti miK re tobacco for the seiera! markets within 

aseraeed from L shows the prices as 

atatements sh™ , Published tor eighteen markets These 
lebiuan when , ^ munthlj prices eommeneo declining hj ah rt 
t le mrl eline ** prospwls of the new ctnp are known and during 
(liionm “"P ■*-f'l to lulj rule low (see 

mince risine tin i?^ Augitst the prices nsnalU com 

December and JaiuaV'”'' ‘’“""n 

annual* hoiT r’'"'" ■" Appendii LI gives the aierage 

rerSdmfteq.''™'’' "’“‘He 3“^ as officiallf 

andVimne? wf, “ '’"’‘'"'"’S districts Musalfaipur Darbhnngs 
w hich ii gethi r account for mcr four fifths of the tobacco 
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area in Bihar and Orissa The varieties and qualities for which the 
prices hare been recorded are not specified, but it may be generally 
stated that the prices m JIuzzaffarpur refer to Dest (N Tabacuni), 
those in Darhhanga relate to a mixture of Desi and Ttlayati (^ 
rustico) while the Purnea district prices refer almost entirely to 
T'llayafi (J^ rusficn) which is mostly used as hoofiOh The J^est 
tobacco i« used partly for chewing and partly for hookah 

The long period a\erages of the prices prevailing m the three 
districts indicate the following position • — 

^tcraoe pnces tn Muzzaffarpur, Darhhanga and Purnea districU 

(Pet iDiaai) 


Penod 1 

1 

i Muziiffarpor 1 

Dhatbhanga 

1 

Pum„ 

1 

1 Rs * 

Bi a 

P 1 

Rs a 

P 

1912 14 < 

1 18 3 0 

8 10 

0 1 

8 8 

0 

1914 la to 182819 

29 20 0 

0 2a 

0 1 

6 6 

0 

1919 20 to 1923 24 

32 l> 0 

13 7 

0 1 

8 13 

0 

1924 2d to 1929 30 

16 11 0 

14 0 


11 7 

0 

19S('*31 to 19344} 

1 13 10 0 

9 )3 

0 1 

5 11 

0 

1935 37 

15 2 0 

11 11 

0 

3 14 

0 


It is apparent that in Muzzaffarpur highest prices were obtained 
during the post war period 1919 to 1923 'ince ^^hen there has been a 
fall During the 5 years ending 1934 the average prices were about 
27 per cent lower as compared with the quinquennial average endiUj* 
1929 Darhhanga and Pumea recorded highest prices during the 
pre-depre<;sion quinquennium 1924 — 29 During the five veats. 
ending 1934 the prices in Darhhanga and Purnea fell by about dl‘ 
per cent and 50 per cent re>peetneh In 1935 36 the prices rose 
in "Muzaffarpur and Darblianga but recorded a fall m Purnea 

(c) rmted Proi»73ff5 — ^Tlie following finures «how the innual 
i\erage pnees m the Lucknow market of the different ^anetles of 
h<oIa1 tobacco grown in the provinces 

Annual average prices at 7 xteknow 
(Per maond) 


y™ 

Kamfnlla 

(FaimLhsbad) 

' Dt»x 1 

1 (Biswan) 

Deti 

(Bahiaicb) 


Ba a p 

1 Bs a p ' 

Ba a p 

1930 31 

8 8 8 

7 U 5 

7 4 0 

1931 32 1 

10 10 10 

8 8 8 

8 2 0 

193243 1 

11 15 4 1 

8 2 0 

6 0 0 

1933 34 ' 

9 2 11 i 

7 4 0 

6 6 6 

V934 35 ! 

8 15 6 1 

11 2 0 

6 10 0 

1935-36 

9 13 2 I 

9 C 3 

8 2 0 
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those of Besi variS between L K , P“ ™'3. "htl' 

Ih 1935 36 the let el ,7 d™? 1 11-2 0 during the penod 

previous two years * generally higher than m the 


Bihafet """" “»>“e„ imported from 


Pnces of imparted Vdayati tobacco at Lackiiom 
(Permauad) 



™Pore Lucknow Jhanii 


pungpnci and strength^nre^t^^in ti^ bj the amount oJ 

tvpe of tobacco grown in 2 tobacco For this reason thf 

quantities of available nnmioc, water or the soil has large 

^hns It IS reported that flie f commands a better price 

district) IS ^ery nunlei (Farrnkhabad 

ery pungent and strong and fetches a much higher price 
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than ihc same ^anet 7 {Calcutha) grown in other Milages of the same 
distnet 

Prices of Calcuttia iohacco produced tn Kampil and other places tn 
FarruKhabad dtsinci 


(F« maand) 


Year 

Kampil ^ 

1 

Other places 

1932 

Ra dloIU 15 

Rs 5 to Rs 7 

1933 

Ra fiStoRs tSS 1 

' Rs 3 8 to Rs 7 4 

1934 

Ra 7(oRs 15 I 

Rs 3 8 to Rs 7 14 

1935 

Ra 6 to Ra. 16 8 j 

Rs 4toRs 8 8 


Another example of price \anation due to pungency and 
strength ma\ be taken from Jaunpur where it is reported that the 
well water is brackish and ample supply of nitrates is available in 
the form of Iona mifti (Salt Petre) on account of Jaunpur being an 
old cit 3 In 193o for instance, the prices of Calcuttia tobacco pro 
duoed m certain fields fetched from Rs 24 to Rs 26 per maund 
Tobacco produced m other fields fetched Rs 15 to Rs 16 per maund 
while there were fields the produce of which could be sold only at 
Rs 4 to Rs 6 per maund 

The statements in Appendices LIT and LlII give the average 
monthlj wholesale prices presailmg at Cawnpore during the past 
seven years for the Farrvkhabadi Kanptllo and Best tobaccos 
imported from Bachhor Dj er and Saresh in Bihar 

(d) Punjab — The annual a\eragc harvest prices of hookah 
tobacco produced in the Punjab during the past 8 years were as 
follows — 


Year 

j 

Price per maimd 

Index nnraber 


Rs a p 


1929 30 

10 0 0 

100 

1930 31 

7 3 0 

7’ 

1931 32 

6 15 0 

69 

1932 33 

S IS 0 

59 

1933 34 

5 15 0 

59 

1934 35 

6 U 0 


1930 36 

6 7 0 

1 6-* 

1936-37 

6 7 0 

' 64 
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queiitly there^wjf ^ces Trere highest m 1929 30 Subse 

reached^ the'fcS ,efe™?S sTql,™ “ 

remamed stationary but m 1934 ° 34, they 

per mannd In 1935 36 theS* recovered and rose to Es 614 0 
price remained at the Le feve™ Ss 7 

(^'<i<itunT‘SShei)"li S“fAw'“ ‘’1° ™="i satieties, Ooih 

chief tobaeeoproducin°Ltaets',fMSl “ B™™ m tie 

«„ districts o£ the pronnce were as belon 

(Per maund) 


Year 

Attoel 
( Oobht ) 

Qoshiarptir 

iOobhi) 

Jullundur 

(f>M0 

1 Ludbiana 

1 (Dux) 

1030 31 

Rb a p 

Ra a p 

R. a p 

1 Rb a p 

1831 32 

5 0 0 

4 2 0 

5 11 0 

6 11 0 

1032 33 

2 15 0 

3 13 0 

5 5 0 I 

' 4 0 0 

1033 34 

5 11 0 

2 n 0 

5 0 0 1 

4 0 0 

1034 se 

4 3 0 

3 4 0 

6 0 0 

2 14 0 

1835 SO 

5 0 0 

3 0 0 

5 0 0 1 

3 10 0 

1930 37 

7 0 0 

3 0 0 

5 S 0 1 

8 10 0 


6 0 0 

4 4 0 

5 4 0 

S 0 0 


?!' C'erage Sont r ,'5 4' o'l?"*'" 'cliacco grown in Attock sells 


,nA .L* IS said to he dive. 1 ^ tnan taat grown in 

jnd other conditioas in Attoel greater suitabilitj of sod 

letter quality than that pwdueL t «tit tobacco of 

fion ,s guen for the highJnnS. ^oshiarpur The same explana 
‘inder than that prodnceS m lSisS tobacco grown in 

monfhh ^ 1j'^ average monthly 

aro ^ ''^^'Stion ID prices in/lipnt 'allpur A consideration of 
are at their lowest in in^u t that on the whole the pnce 

fact October during the 

tin arrivals of new t k This is due to the 

generalh occurs m August Senfe!5*“° l^^ge quantities 

subsequent two or thrfe momJ,« amounts in the 

i ® sometimes m Juh tl*! ®*Sh prices rule m April to 
vaiiT^ ^be prices at Lvallnur Ibe tail end of the 

j Ferozepur (eteent fj- 'o higher than those pre 

®nd again from June 1936 .®®Pl®“ber 1934 to June 1935 

b«ng about R, 1 S Vper difference 

e to the differences m the n >* difference is appareutJi 

'narkets ^^e qualities of tobacco sold in tL two 



(5) Che^i^o tobacco 

(c) Bengal — ^The best middle leaves of JaU and Jfofiftcrt, with 
orange bronn colour, thick testure and pungent taste are used for 
chewing These leaves are locally known as Panapat or Bhog or 
MvX-Viow The prices of Panopot leaves at Matha Bhauga market 
during the past 5 years were as below • — 

Price of Panpai 

Tear per mannd 


1933 . 20 

1934 . 17 

1935 10 

1936 17 

1937 24 


The prices thus dechned tiH 1935, but m 1936 there was sudden 
jump of 70 per cent In 1937, there was a further rise of about 41 
per cent and the prices realised were the highest since 1933 

(6) Bihar — The Pest tobacco grown in North Bihar is verj 
largely used for chewing, partieularlj the middle leates (Murhan), 
bottom leates {Chhahrta) and leates of ratooned crop which are 
called Panji The statement in Appendix LV shows the aterage 
monthly wholesale prices of these three classes of leases at Barb m 
North Bihar During the months of October and March the prices 
duimg the past 5 years were as below — 


(Per mauod) 



1 

J/urftan 

CA^iuo 

£>onj\ 



Us a p 

1 Rs a p 

Rs a p 


■ 1931 j 

15 0 0 

' 5 12 0 

2 4 0 


1932 j 

11 0 0 

i 3 8 0 

0 14 0 

October - 

1933 

7 0 0 

2 4 0 

0 8 0 


1934 

10 0 0 

4 4 0 

2 0 0 


[, 1935 1 

13 0 0 

4 8 0 

1 0 14 0 

Percentage fall October 1931 to 1935 ^ 

' 13% 

22% 

61% 


■ 1932 


5 0 0 

1 16 0 


1933 1 

j 11 0 0 

1 2 IS 0 i 

^ 0 11 0 

Marcb - 

1934 

6 12 0 

1 2 4 0 1 

0 10 6 


193o 

11 0 0 

1 3 12 0 1 

12 0 


1936 

7 0 0 

' 3 12 0 

0 12 0 

Percentage fall, March 1932 to 1936 

36% 

j 25% 

46% 
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but in indicate any definite trend 

tha mari.et m krca quLtit.es are towj th, tl “ 

m tha case of Baa”. ’ ' ““'i Per e=af 


S~s~£~:^:=^>^S!:’ss.i 


Prices of Meenatnpalamm iohacco 

(Prr niAUQd) 


nor specific an?lw" s^ef the'^fi^ret 0^^ neither defined 

month are usually not the sam^^ « ^ond qualities of one year or 
another jear or month Rnf second qualities of 

trend it is obMous thit ti.<. into consideration the general 

23 per cent in the easl f«*m 1933 to 1935 by about 

sudden drop but in 1937 there ^ 

ucctt was again a recovery 


prices of Meenamvii!n7f^^™^^j shows the monthly wholesale 
Palghat market dunn? 'th”* Udumalpet chewing tobacco in 

indicate that the month * W'en jears These montlily prices 
prices are usually Inn'hDe* \anaticn is small and that the 

fresh crop arnV “onth of April when the 

hamesting penod is Tnn». Inrge quantities The usual 

market from March to coming m the 

during this period and it'« quality produce is sold oft 

down as the season advLices ..lllif*”"” ‘5“' •*’* 
time in the month of Febni^y^^ reach their lowest level some 


(d) United Proimcej — 'ri<« n ^ 

1 Sitapur district n? grown round Biswan 

1-^ uisinct IS considered particularly suitable for chewing, 
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though it IS sdso used to «;oine extent for hoolah The average 
annual wholesale pnces of Desi tobacco at Biswan were as follows • — 
Pnce per maund 


Tear 


I 


Mmimtun 


Manirmia. 


1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


Us A j 
T 6 6 

4 U 6 I 

j 

5 U 9 
5 14 9 
5 14 9 
4 7 0 

1 8 0 * 


Rj a p. 
19 0 0 
18 8 0 
17 0 0 
11 13 e 
11 13 6 
14 13 0 
U 13 0 


The mimmaro price was ertremelv low m 193o because a large 
part of the crop was spoilt m that vear hr hail and frost The 
maxiTnuia prices declined from 1931 till thev reached a stationarv 
point m 1932 and 1933 In 1934 there was a recoverr of 2o per 
cent and the prices remained at the same level m 193o 

The prices of chewing tobacco of different quabties importeo 
from Bihar at Lucknow market are given below The leaf is of the 
Desi variety grown m North Bihar and called Poorbv in the markets 
of the United Provinces — 

Annual average pnces of chevtng tohaceo ymported from Bihar ai 
t/ucKtww 

(P«rias«md> 


Year 

i/ur^n 

(Middle learee) 

(Bottozi) learte) 

Ihiji (Ainji) 

(Ratoon crop) 


R« a p 

Re a p 

Be a p 

1930^1 

10 6 6 

S 15 3 

2 8 0 

1931 32 

10 0 0 

4 9 5 

1 ID 3 

193« 33 

11 4 0 

3 12 0 

3 8 9 

1933-34 

8 5 4 

3 2 0 

3 4 6 

1934-33 

13 8 0 

S 6 9 

4 2 8 

193^38 

13 2 0 

S 0 0 

3 4 6 

1936-37 

9 2 9 

3 8 9 

3 2 0 
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The sudden drop m 1933-34 is apparent In 1934-35, the pnces 
of Murhan recorered by 50 per cent while those of Chhahua and Dvji 
alsA increased substantially There was. a further nse m 1935-35 
in the case of Vurjion bat in 1936-37, the pnce» of all the three 
Qualities declined considerably 

{fi ilyiore — The annual averace wholesale pnees of chewing 
tobacco at Sira an important centre for chewing tobacco m ilysore 
State were as foUoirs — 


Tear 

I ftice permannd. j 

1 Percentage cteng*- 

1 


K& ft p j 


1933 

1 9 11 0 


1934 

11 8 0 ' 


1935 

10 S 0 

— ll®* 

1936 

9 6 0 

— 
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There has thus been a slight decline in price** from 1933 34 to 
1935 30 

(6) SVOTP TOBACCO 

(a) JIadras — The pnees of best qualitv Jlustadabad (Kistaa 
district) snuff tobacco at Jladras during the past three jears -n-ere 
as below — 


Year Pnee per Jnsnud 


1934^0 
193o 3t> 
1936-37 


Rs a p 
34 0 0 
37 8 0 
34 0 0 


The *:taterLeat lo Appendix LVll pive-> the are az monthly 
prices of 'snuff tobacco at Mancalorc during the 5 ^ca^s 1932 33 to 
1936 37 The indicate continuous decline in price and 

in 1936 37 then were onh about two thirds of those ruling in 1932 3^ 
It IS aUo cMdent from the statement that month to month variation 
m prices is small being less than a rupee per miund 

(6) Aort7i TTest Frontier Proiincc — In the Peshawar market 
of the N W F P which is uoted for the production of snuff tobacco 
the prices of the famous ‘•nuff tobacco are Rs 7 per maund 

for the first qualitv Rs 6 for tb- second qualiti and Rs 5 per maund 
for the third quality The prices have remained more or les> the 
same during the past three 'ears 

(c) Mysore — In Mvsore the following were the a'erage annual 
wholesale prices of snuff tobacco at Raiandur — 


Pnc« per mannd , PercenUge chins© 


Rs A F 
21 12 0 
50 6 0 — J’o,, 

**'• Id 0 

21 4 0 — 

16 11 0 ’ — nOo 

8 il 0 —48% 


It IS seen from these figures that the prices have declined to a 
cuusiuerable extent during the three vears 1934 to 1936 In fact 
there has been a continuous fall during the five year period except 
m 1933 when there was a 'light rise Enquiries have shown that 
this fall m prices is very largely due to decline in demand for 
snuff 
TllCtP 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 
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^ in Appendix LVIII and the diagram facing page 

sboiv the average monthly pnces of Ptndi tobacco at Ravandur 
m lUjson btatr } mdt tobacco is \ery largely used in the prepara 
non ot snutt and to some extent m manufacturing high class btdis 
liiese ngiires indicate that the prices generally tend to be on a higher 
evel during the first half of the year , « , January to June, than m 
tac sfinnd halt It is significant to note that fresli crop is a\ad 
ab'e in ihe market 7tso m the first half of the year The statement 
uitJ PI shows tint the pnces of snuff tobacco have been more or less 
decline during the last ten years, except during 
lydO and 1933 

® — Farm pnces of green uncured leaf 
Although the system ot seUing standing ciop is followed to a 
certain extent in certain areas as will be explained later in the 
v^napter on Assembling the practice of selling green leaf is almost 
entirely confined to cigarette tobacco leaf grown m the Guntur and 
Ipaf 1 Gwtur distfict tjie system of selling green 

^ 'irgmia tobacco and adopted b) 

^ growers who are in need of cash at the tune 

anrfmVifi of green leaf in the Guntur area in 1934 35 

feat 20 per caiidv of 500 lb Green 

coiuu onlv system being more 

of sug^mIpI high In 1934 So the prices 

Jonduion of if/ 140 per acre depending on 

In 1937 38 the nnef of tbe green leaf produced 

Rs loO to Rs 2nn green leaf were high and averaged about 

the uun sold m w’’’ the Guntur area The proportion of 

when t?e prices of Gnr^?^'#T evtremely small specially 

that no: moffthan 1 nlf IfL’r tendency"^ It is estimated 

Gunvur area is sold Virginia crop in the 

Mysore Tobacco Comnflni condition In the Mysore area the 
■««n. of production S tradem ‘‘'"'"t? 

entirely by purchasing. *=>?^^ette tobacco operates 

oon„uf„ pVd^ffri.ssi''"' I t i” 

Pie» per pound ot or™ lenf B r ?LS™® * •" " 

used to purchase fir™ lent froJPtf’” Mjsore Government 

paid tor such purchases Sl J s? *'' erowers and the average prices 
and JiJSt) respeetiielv B ^ P^es and 4 5 pies per pound in 19oa 
tobacco IS also sold “■» “^“re area chewing 

trnni Es Jo“o 20 peVl Soy*" »' “'*■ '“if 

piaet.ee ot selling green Lf ^ 5"*” 

to he more commou in tha '111*^“”“^ varieties of tobacco appears 
practically m the Hudson tobacco areas of the State 

and IS leported to hp Krishaarajanagar ialukas 

namelv n Turakiin oi,? m the northern tobacco area also 

three vears italdnig and Kolar districts during the past 


D Price differences between oH and new stocks 

^ IntcrarfIo^n'^o/EJTT^*^^®^ “ew or old is tie resultant o 

everal factors which are not measurabl* and* 
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the existing conditions of tobacco trade m India As such it U 
difficult to assess definitely tbe price rariation between old and new 
stocks of tobacco As ^iH be explained later in the chapter on 
“ Storage and Stocks ”, it is generally acknowledged that tobacco 
intended for indigenous types of consumption, like hidi, hookah, 
chewing, snuff, etc , improves in quality after about six months’ 
storage Similarly, tobacco intended for cigars and cheroots 
improves in smOkmg quality after about twehe months’ storage, 
■while that ir;ed in the manriacture of cigarettes is considered to be 
best for manufacture after keeping it m store for about two years 

It may be generally stated that m the case of bxdi, hookah, chew- 
ing and snuff tobaccos which are well stored for about six to twelve 
months after hanest, a premium ranging from 10 to 20 per cent 
IS obtained' The new crop is available on the market during the 
three or four months before the eommenceinent of the monsoon lu 
June and the general practice ts to store tobacco at least over the 
rainy season before using it m the manufacture of tobacco products 
Extremelj few growers store their tobacco for ageing in expectation 
of better prices, but m the case of those few who have good aceom 
modation and store the whole or part of their crop for some mouths 
it IS noticed that tbe prices improve after about 6 months’ storage 
In 193o a grower fiom Nimgaon m the Central Promnees sold part 
of hi* tobacco at Rs 21 6 0 per maund immediately after harvest 
while the remaining portion was sold by him at Rs 25 10 0 per 
maund after 6 months’ storage In the United Promnees the price 
difference between fresh leaf and leaf which is old by 6 months or 
more is anything between o to 2o per cent In Bengal and Assam, 
the Jail and Moiihan tobaccos fetch a premium of Rs 2 to Rs 2 8 0 
per maund after they are 6 months old In the G-ujerai, i^ipant and 
Syderahad areas, the bidi tobacco stored by the growers for 6 
months or more fetches a premium of Re 1 to Rs 2 per maund It 
may be, however noted that these high prices realised after storage 
for some months are almost entirely due to improvement in the smok- 
ing qualities of tbe stored product and not to any improvement m 
demand 

^o premium is paid for stored tobacco unless the stocks are well 
preserved and have -a good strong aroma If the tobacco is more 
than a year old the quality deteriorates and it can then be sold 
with some difficulty at lower prices In the case of infenor qualities 
bke the Bishpat of Bengal and hookah tobacco dust, there is hardly 
any difference between the prices of old and new stocks In fact it 
IS observed that in all types of tobacco superior qualities keep better 
and for a longer period during storage than inferior qualities The 
best Meenampalatfam chewing tobacco for instance, could be kept 
Without deterioration for about 18 months as against only about 6 
months m tbe case of inferior quality even under proper conditions 
of storage Storing of cigarette tobacco for agemg is done under 
controlled conditions by the manufacturers taemselves and as such 
old stocks of cigarette tobacco stored are rarely available on the open 
market in India 
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In the case of Burmese cigar and cheroot tobacco, one year old 
atoelvs normally fetch a premium of about Its 2-4 0 to Ks 3 6 0 per 
maund for the first quality and about Its 1 2 0 per maund for the 
second quality 


E — Pnce range for the same quality , 

In the absence of definite grades and standards prices vary from 
one merchant to another on the same day and for the same tjpe 
and qualitj of tobacco The prices secured by the grorrers in any 
area are not therefore uniform tliough they sell the same type and 
quality m the same market and on the same day Enquiries made 
at the several markets indicate that the price secured by any 
particular grower on any particular day depends on the quality 
of his produce his credit position in relation to the Milage merchant 
or middleman the quantity of tobacco be can offer fdr sale the 
general economic standing of the buyer and the extent of help the 
village middleman can gi\e bnn in getting a better price Groner? 
generally prefer to sell eien at a slightiv loiver price to a buyer who 
has pot a reputation for prompt pa\ ment and for causing the least 
number of disputes regarding quality at the time of delivery of 
produce Bargaining strength capacity to hold p^c^ produce and 
the extent of competition among the buyers at any given time 
place also result in variation m the prices secured for the same quality 
produce in the same market and at tb^ same time 

Absence of comparable standards mahes it extremely difBcult to 
ascertain definitely the pnee range of tobacco of the same type aud 
quality Enquiries in Bengal and Assam showed that the price 
range in e single market for MotHtan tobacco of a given quality dii 
not exceed ne rupee per maimd and usuallj it wss much narrower 
In the case of Jati tobacco however the maximum range observed 
nui Rs 5 per maiiud In the Central Provinces the impO’ted Sid* 
tobacco pncr^ range observed was sometimes as high as Rs 5 and 
oceasinrally even up to Rs 10 per maund on a single day the 
exact difference depending upon the kind of sale transacted whether 
cash or ere lit and the amount of tobacco sold at s time In Madras 
the range on a single dav is reported to be up to Es 6 per maund 
in the case ot Virginia flue cured cigarette tobacco In a village 
named Bal roo of the Charoiar area of Bombay Gujerat, the rang® 
of prices noted on a single day in February 1935 varied from 
Rs 2 12 0 to Rs 1 er local maund of 43 lb of Lai h\di tobacco I® 
Rjhar and other areis the range generally does not exceed a rupee 
m-’und 


F — Companson of prices of different types 
It -would be of interest to uompare the average pnees of different 
tvjifs of raw tobacco as obtained bv the growers in the principal pio- 
diiein" areas Such comparative piice data are not easily obtain 
able but the foil iwmg figures secui^ during the course of markelmg 
enquiries indicate in a rough manner the variations in the prices of- 
different types in 1935 36 
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Comparaitie groiters’ pnces of different types xn 1935-36 

India— Per maund 

Rs A. F 

Cigarette — ^lTg]nl3 flue cured (Guntur) 25 0 0 

Ctgareile — ^ ugmia flue cured (Bangalore) 25 10 0 

Cigarette — A a<M (country) Bun cured (Guntur) 7 0 0 

Cigar — (Dmdigul) 13 13 0 

Cijar — fillers (Triehinopoly) 10 4 0 

Chercot — Bhengi (Rangpur) 8 13 0 

Cheroot — Jati (Rangpur) 10 0 0 

Ricfi — l/il {Charolar) 10 8 0 

Bidi — Liloo (Charolar) 10 12 6 

Sidi — Jarda BhuLo (Baroda) 9 12 0 

Eidi — Halpan and Jarda (\ipani) 19 H 0 

Bidi — Jarda (‘^angh) 16 8 3 

Bool-ah—Jali and (North Bengal ) 8 0 0 

Bookah — J/o( han ((Patgram — Bengal) 9 2 0 

Hookah — Deei (Muzaffarpur) 13 11 0 

Hookah — Desi (Darbhanga) 9 11 0 

Hookah — TiiayaU (Pumea) 3 0 0 

Hookah — Kampilla (Lucknow) 9 13 0 

Hookah — Best B suan (Lucknow) 9 6 0 

Hookah — Deei Bahrauh (Lucknow) , 8 2 0 

Hookah— Gobhi (Attock) 7 0 0 

Hookah — Desi (JuUundur) 6 8 0 

CAetcinj — Panapat or best middle leaves of Jail and VofiAari 

(Matha Bhanga) 17 0 0 

Cheuing — V«€ ampaJayam (Satyamangalam-Coimbatore) — 

1st quality 42 10 0 

2nd qualty 21 6 0 

CAetnn^ — (‘'ira 'Mjsore) 9 6 0 

Burma — 

Ch'Tool — Shwegrm (Rangoon) 8 15 0 

Cheroot — H’egyi 1 ue Tavng (hlymsyan) 10 14 0 

It IS thus obsious M it the highest piice^ are realised for some 
of the special chewing tobaccos sold in South India Apart from 
the imported cigarette cigar le-'f from Eiiroj e and America 

the T'lCn*' eheuiu'^ tobaccos imported from Ceslon into Trasancore 
«eU at a still hit*! er price which may range to anything between 
Rs 40 to Rs SO per n aimd ugmia fluffcured leaf fetched about 
R'5 2o j er maun I though in 1938 the prices ranged above Rs 40 
per 1 n md N nao and Sangli btdt tobacco prices come next m 
import mce to the prices of flue cured cigarette leaf It appears that 
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tilt, jnices of these two kmds of hid* tobacco are over 7o pei ceat 
highei lhan th“ prices of Gujerati iuli tobaccos The cigar aad 
cheroot tobaccos from the Madras Prcsidenej fetch higher prices 
than those produced m Bengal Among the hookah tobaccos the 
Dfsi leaf from llu/aflarpnr m North Bihar appears to fetch the 
highest price though it maj be noted that this type of leaf has also 
a demand for chewing purposes The Vilayah tobacco grown m the 
Purnea district of North Bihar appears to be selling at the lowest 
price among all tjpes of tobacco The prices of the hookah tobacco 
produced in the Punjab are also the lowest among all the types 
except that of Purnea already referred to 

G — Fixation of buying rates 

In giving hia offer the buyer take® into consideration the 
quality of the produce offered for sale the amount of production of 
the type of tobacco required by him and also the probable demand 
taking into account the competition from substitutes and the prices 
for similar types in other localities as well as the stocks of tobacco 
held m the chief assembling and distributing centres The reputa 
tion of a particular village or specific bolding for producing leaf of 
better quality also receives consideration in making an offer 

Before making an offer for a particular lot of tobacco the buyer 
examines the quality bv looking at the colour size and substance 
maturity and dryness of leaf feeling its texture with lus fingers 
He then tests its strength m the case of indigenous types tobacco 
by breaking the leaf powdenng it between the palms of his hand 
tor smelli^ the aroma and then by actually smoking or chewing the 
tobacco The sample for testing u usually drawn from the middle 
or bottom of the heap and examined first for admixture of sand 
stalks stems perished diseased and insect attacked leaf By rubbing 
the leaf between the palms sand is loosened and separated after 
which further tests regarding strength mentioned above are carried 
j ^ these tests aie over the purchaser makes an offer which 
It immediately accepted the bargain is settled If not considerable 
naggling goes on till the buyer and seller arrive at an agreement 
CommiMion agents often acting on behalf of the buvers usually 
Help the buyers m examining the quality of a lot offered for sale 
and m fixing the pnee Whenever the buyer cannot personally 
^pect the quality of the lot offered for sale he may either entirely 
^'‘uend on his agent or re| resentative or may get sample^ and quota 
tions trom a number of commission agents to serve him as a guide 
in mal mg an offer of price But the extent of sale by sample is 
extremely small and the judging of the quality of a consignment by 
actual examination either of the sample drawn from bull or of the 
whole consignment is almost the universal practice followed m the 
tobacco trade In the Guntur district of Madras Presidency the 
Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Co Ltd enters into contract 
with growers of cigarette tobacco to buy leaf of different grades at 
prices specified in the contract The growers are given instructions 
in gr^ing but at the time of delivery the company s officials inspect 
each bale brought in by the growers before fixing the final price 
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It 13 therefore obvious that the present declared values o£ exports 
of unmanufactured tobacco are about 5 times the pre war average 
values Similarly, the value per lb of exported cigars is over ol 
per cent higher than that prevailing during the pre war period 
In view of the increasing importance of exports of unmauu 
factored tobacco it would be interesting to discuss further the 
export values of unmanufactured tobacco exported from the ports 
of different provinces and to the important countries that consume 
Indian tobaccos The following figures show the annual average 
values of unmanufactured tobacco exported from the ports of 
different Indian Provinces and Burma 
dieraj 7 e annual declared values of exports of unmanufactured 
tobacco 
(Per lb ) 


1 

Veit 

1 

1 

Exported from tbe ports of 

^ Bengal. 1 

1 

Combsy 

6fadrss 

BunoA 

1 

i 

1 Ps 4 r 

Ps A r 1 

Pj 4 P 1 

PS 4 P 

1935 20 

1 0 2 4 

0 7 0 

0 6 8 

0 3 6 

27 

0 2 10 

0 7 10 

0 6 10 

0 3 10 

\V>1 28 

1 0 4 5 

0 8 0 

0 6 5 

0 4 1 

1038 20 

' 0 6 3 

0 0 6 

' 0 6 4 

0 4 0 

lO’O 10 

0 6 2 

0 7 0 

1 0 0 2 

0 6 3 

1030 31 

0 2 2 1 

0 7 0 

^ 0 5 11 

0 4 0 

1031 12 

0 3 0 j 

0 6 11 

0 6 0 

0 2 7 

103'’ ”2 

0 3 9 1 

^ 0 .> 10 

0 6 1 

0 3 10 

1033 34 

0 3 8 

0 6 10 

0 6 0 

0 2 10 

1034 1, 

0 10 

0 6 10 

0 6 0 

0 2 2 

1035 36 

0 I 9 1 

0 4 IQ 

Q a 1 

0 2 11 

lO-’e 37 

« ‘ - 1 

Q $ ll 

0 5 4^ 

0 4 10 
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for Sfadras Re 0 b 3 for Bombay and Re 0 3 1 for Burma It i» 
thus obvious that during the ten vears ending 1934 35 the value per 
lb of exports from Bombaj was the highest As noted earlier in 
the supply chapter the exports from Bombay consist almost entirely 
of ? tdi and smokir g tobaccos while tbo«e from Madras are largely 
of cigarette pipe and cigar tobaccos Exports from Bengal are 
largeh of cheroot tobacco and Bizkpat (sand lea\es) used for cheap 
cigarettes and cigars Exports from Burma are of cheroot tobaccos 
In 1930 31 the first year of the trade depression there was sharp 
fall in the aierage value of exports except in the case of exports 
from Bombay The decline was more precipitate in Bengal and 
Burma In 1931 32 there was an impro\ement in Bengal but 
deeliue m values in all the other three areas From this year aver 
age values of exports from Bombay appear to be on a continuous 
decline and m 1936 37 were the lowest among all the Indian pro 
Vinces and Burma The aierage \alues of exports from Madras 
have been more constant and ranged from o to 6 annas per Ib during 
the past 12 years In 1936 37 there was 1 decided improiement in 
the ^alues m Bengal Madras and Burma but a sbiri) fall m 
BombaN 

The following figures show the average \alues of exports to 
principal coun*ries — 

Average annual declarer} tahics of exports of unmanufactured 
iohrtcco 
(Per Ib ) 


Exported to 


Year 


United Ring 


Rs a r 


I 


Aden 
and he 
pendenr es 


Bs * P 


19‘’5 26 
19 6 27 
19"* ■’S 
19 3 •’9 
30 

1930 31 

1931 32 
193“* 33 

1933 34 

1934 35 
193o 36 
1936 37 


0 5 8 
0 6 0 
0 o 3 
0 6 5 
0 6 3 
0 6 1 
0 5 11 
0 6 5 
0 5 8 
0 o 11 


0 7 0 
0 7 10 
0 8 0 
0 6 6 
0 9 

0 5 

0 o 9 

0 9 

1 10 

0 j 10 

0 4 0 
0 3 11 


Japan < Sethcrhnds 


Rs A r Us A r 

0 4 1 0 3 3 

0 7 0 0 2 10 

0 5 10 , O'* 

0 6 6 ' 03 

0 6 4 0 3 3 

0 10 0 1 

1 4 9 0 “* 

0 4 10 0 3 10 

0 4 9 0 1 10 

0 3 0 0 •* 3 

0 3 1 0 7 

> 3 6 0 3 0 


The average sahie per lb of ev{ orts to Adeu were tie higha (, 
m 1927 28 followed b% Japan the limted Kingdom md Netherlands 
It is interesting to note that the average values of exports from 
Bombay to Aden evacth taJlv with each other except during 2930 31 
1931 32 and 1932 33 where small differences are observed Tins is 
because almost all the exports from Bombav go to Aden ind 
Dependencies which take Indian tobacco almost cnlirelv fr n 
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Bomba'\ ns already noted earlier in the supplj chapter The aier 
age values per Ib during the 5 jears 192o 26 to 1929 30 were 
Re 0 5 11 m ease of exports both to the United Kingdom and 
Japan Re 0 7 7 tor exports to Aden and Dependencies and Re 03 1 
for exports to Netherlands During th'» quinquennium ending 1934 
^ the position of average xalues per lb was Re 0 6 0 for the United 
Kingdom Re 04 8 for Tapan Re 0 6 1 for Aden and Dependencies 
and Re 0 24 for N'etherlands The trend of a\erage values of 
exports to the United Kingilom ippenrs) to be on the rise the peah 
periods lia\ mg been reached m 1928 29 and 1932 33 In 1933 34 
there was a decline but from 1934-3o there has been an improve 
ment except for a small fall m 1930 37 The export values to Japan 
downward trend particularly from 1929 30 From 
19 44 30 the unit values have been sligltly more than 1 alf those 
prevailing during tie pre depression period Trade with Aden and 
a downward trend m values from 
oI nl m 19o6 37 the exj ort value was only about half the 
average export '^al^ue per Ib prevailing during the quinquennium 
“.1 1 allies of exports to Netherlands have been 

* ^ trend appears to be on the 


(2) Import values 

np.. tobacco and cigarettes account for about 97 

asm}]) BIO ^ *“1 oitB The fobotring fibres show the 

Sigare ics mnnr'lri”''"’ Unmanufactured tobacco and 

comthes “•’"*'‘1 '"to Ind'a and Burma by sea from foreign 


lieroye on. . al deelmd tallies a/ imports of mimatmjaetmed 
tobacio and cxgareUis 


Period 


Pre war average 

1925 26 

1926 2“ 

1927 28 

1928 29 

1929 30 

192o 26 to 1929 30 average 

1930 31 

1931 32 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1934 35 

1930 31 to 1931 35 averipe 

1935 36 

1936 37 


(Per lb ) 

Unmanufactiued Cigarettes 
tobacco 

Kb A r Rs a F 
0 9 7 3 0 9 

0 11 0 4 10 5 

0 11 7 4 10 7 

0 12 10 447 

0 13 7 0 4 11 

0 13 11 4 0 6 

0 12 7 4 4 10 

0 14 4 4 0 0 

1 0 9 3 10 10 

1 3 6 3 3 7 

12 1 3 3 6 

1 2 0 3 9 10 

1 1 11 3 8 9 

1 7 2 3 6 1 

1 5 10 3 " 0 
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As noted earlier o\ er 9o per cent o£ the unmanufactured tobacco 
imported is of the Virginian cigarette type obtained trom the United 
States of America and the United Kingdom It is clear that the 
trend of the value per lb of the import leaf is on the rise The 
pre vrar average %alue ■was Re 0 9 7 per Ib which rose to Re 0 12 7 
per lb during the pre depression period, an increase of o^ er 31 per 
cent During the depression penod of 5 vear* ending 1934 3o, the 
average value rose stiU higher to Rs 11 11 a rise of over 42 per cent 
over the previous quinquennium During 193a 36 the lalue per Ih 
of imported leaf rose still farther and is belieied to be the highest 
on record during recent rears This rise in values ma% be explained 
bv talang into consideration two factors ti’ the prices of flue 
cured Virginia leaf in the United State* and changes from rear to 
rear m the qualitv of imported tobacco leaf The average annual 
farm prices of flue cured leaf m the Cnited States from 192o to 
1937 were as below — 

Farm prices of ftue-cared tin es in the f tufcd States of Aiiicr ca 


Tear 

Cents per 

192o 

20 0 

1926 

M9 

1927 

20 5 

192a 

17 3 

1929 

18 0 

1930 

120 

1931 

84 

1932 

116 

1933 

lo3 

1934 

27 3 

1933 

20 0 

1936 

221 

1937 

231 


The range of prices between 192j to 1929 was thus higher than 
that preiailmg during the nest five years 1930 to 1934 winch la 
esact]^ reverse to the differences observed in the export \alues pre 
vailing during the two qnmquenniproa There is no information 
available to indicate the year to rear variations in the quality of 
imported leaf, but it is apparent that the increase in the umt lalue 
of imports during the past 12 \eaTs i3 almost entirely due to the 
increase in the imports of superior qaaLty American leaf and 
decline in the imports of infenoi qualities This is also supported 
bv the fact that during recent years larger quantities of TTutiaw 
grown cigarette leaf which is still considered to be inferior m quality 
as compared to the best imported American leaf, are being used in 
the manufacture of medium and low grade cigarettes 
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seminatiott of market information takes place throngh different 
channels, namely - 

(1) Goiebnment PUBIICATIOVS 

The method of colleeting price data adopted by the provincial 
GoTtrnments has been described in the Report on the Marketing of 
“Wlieat m India (page 109) So far as tobacco is concerned, the 
Indian Trade Jonmal published e\en Thursda\ hv the Depart 
ment of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics of the Government 
of India, gives monthlj prices ot unmanufactured tobacco at 
Calcutta, Guntur Patna Bangalore and Hvderabad (Deccan) 
Figures of weeUv arrivals and despatches of certain staple com 
modities including unmanufactured tobacco at 3o centres are also 
given m the journal along with figures for the corresponding vreeu 
of the previous year Prom August 1936 a new senes on harvest 
prices of the principal crops is being pubh-hed m the Indian Trade 
Journal, the price quotations being eollecteij ‘ maiulv through non 
ofBeial agencies (pnncipallv branehe» of the Imperial Banl of 
India) In all 16 comnioditios and 93 centres have been 

chosen for which. weeUj prices during the harvest period will be 
collected ”• This senes is supposed to repre«ent prices of the 
prmcipal crops during their harvesting periods at the more important 
market centres for each crop ’ the object being to obtain a 
better indication of the price* which the cultivator actuallv receives 
for his crop ”■ For tobacco the centres selected are 

Muzaffarpur and Pumea in Bihar Belgaum and Nadiad in Bombay 
Guntur, Tirupur and Vizagapatam in Madras and Farukhabad m 
the United Provinces Figures of inter prowueial tiade movements 
are published monthly br the same authority in the “ Accounts 
relating to the Inland (Rail and River bom%) Trade of India ’ and 
the “ Accounts relating to the Coasting Trade and Navigation of 
British India” Similar monthly publications are issued giving the 
foreign trade of British India (by sea and land frontiers) and of 
the maritime States in Kathiawar and the State of Travaneore 
Figures of area and harvest prices (m only four province* tia, 
Bengal Bihar and Orissa Bombay with Smd and Punjab) of tobacco 
are published in the “ Agricultural Statistics of India ” while 
estimates of area and vneld of tobacco are given in the ‘‘ Estimates 
of Area and Yield of Principal Crops in India ” both the publica 
tions being annual 

The provincial Governments also coi ect prices of unmanu- 
factured tobacco and some of them make arrangements to publish 
the price series either in the local Government Gazette andjor the 
annual Season and Crop Report Thus in Madras, monthly whole 
sale prices of N irginia and country cigarette tobacco at Guntur are 
being publisherl since October 1935 in the local Government Gazette 
based on mformation on weekly prices collected by the Director of 
j Industries In Benffa!, Bihar and Orissa, Bomhay and Smd figures 
of average monthly wholesale prices and harvest prices are collectea 

Indian Trade Journal, Ao^st €tl», 193G page 657 
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and published in the local season and crop reports In the Tunjah 
fortnightlj wholesale prices for important districts towns like Attock, 
Hoshiarpur Jullundur, Ludhiana, etc, are pubhshed m the local 
Go%c*rnent Gazetf*^ as well as the harsest prices in the season and 
crop reports In the Delhi province, wholesale prices of nninanu 
factured tobacco are published fortnightly in the Government of India 
Gazette 

In Burma, fortnightly prices at four assembling centres, 112, 
Pakokku Henzada Toungoo and Thavetmjo are published in th“ 
Burma ‘j/izetN bj th*" Commissioner of Settlements and Land 
Records 


The Indian Trade Journal pnblubes montblv whol^-sale prices at 
Calcutta Guntur Patna Bangalore and Hyderabad (Deccan) For 
Calcutta the price'- are quot^ for Boola Common, which is a tenn 
apphi^d to Jail bbacco grown in North Bengal Jah has several 
vanities and qoalities and th<» price ^notations do not specify Tanetr 
and quabty The average annual merchant s buying prices of Jah 
tobacco at Rangpur as collected during the cour'c of marketing 
enquiries in 1936 and 1937 were Rs 10 p^ maund and Rs 10-6-0 
per maund respectively (see page 121j The monthly prices of 
Pofla Crmmon at f alcutta as published in the Indian Trade Journal 
in 3936 and 1937 ranged from Es 0-^* 0 to Rs 9 per mannd and 
Rs 6 8 0 to Rs 10 per maund respectively Thus the prices at the 
producing centre appear lo have be<»a higher than tho«e ruling m 
the distributing centre which casts doubt on the accuracy of the 
figures The publisbod prices tor Guntur are stated to refer to 
qualities of unmanufactured tobacco stnp-> Guntur growa two 
distinct typ<»s ttz , Virginia and \alu (country) The pnblish®d 
prices show that the prices of stnp-. of all qualities ranged from 
Rr> 3 3 to Rs 13 3 per mannd in 1936 and Rs 2 3 to Rs 15 8 per 
maund m 1937 The harvest prices of raw Virginia flue-cured 
tobacco at Guntur as collected during the course of marketing 
enquiries were about Ra loO p®’" candy (i e , about Rs 2? 
maund) m 1936 and Rs 187 per candy (*«, about Rs 31 per maund) 
in 1937 Similarly the price? of raw \<tfu (country) sun-cured 
tobacco were Rs 43 per candv ^or Rs 7 per maund) in 1936 and 
Rs 50 per candy (or Rs 8 per maund) m 1937 On stripping and 
redrj mg the pnee of both the raneties of cigarette tobacco increases 
by at least one third the pn "5 rnlm-y at harvest time It u thns 
obvuous that the prices published in the Indian Trade Journal do 
not bear any relation to th® prevailing types grown in the Guntur 
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area. No indication is given about the type and quality ior the 
price quotations published for Patna, Bangalore and Hyderabad 
(Deccan) So far as price quotations for Hyderabad are concerned, 
it IS noticed that the same quotation is given from month to month 
continuously for several months Thus the price stood at the same 
figure, VIS , Ks 13 6 0 per mannd from March 1933 to January 193-4, 
Rs 13 3 0 per maund from Febmary 1934 to October 1934 and 
again from January 1935 to April 1936 and Rs 11 11 0 per maund 
from ilay 1936 to September 1937 The harvest prices of Virginia 
tobacco at Guntur in 1935 36 Tvere published at a rediculouslj low 
figure of Rs. 32-8 0 per candy as against Rs 40 per candv published 
for the local (country) tobacco Such price quotations obviously do 
not serve any useful commercial purpose 

Similar is the case ivith published provincial figures of prices 
Thus in the Agricultural Statistics of India Volume I the har've>t 
prices of tobacco as published for Kaira District of the Bombay 
Presidency are gr eu at Rs 26 11 0 pet maund from 1929 30 to 
1932 33 The published pn es for 1933 3-t and 1934 35 were 
Rs 13 5 0 per maund and Rs 11 7 0 per maund respectively The 
C/iotofar area where the Onjerah btdi tobacco is grown lies in Kaira 
District where tobacco is almo't entirely cultnated in the tract known 
as Cbaiofar The price figures extracted from the account booA» 
of several growers and village middlemen during the course of 
marketing enqmrie'. indicate that the per maund prices as receded 
by farmers for Lai hdi tobacco which is by far the most important 
in that area were Rs H 5-5 in 1929, Rs 7 39 11 m 3930, Rs 10 5 7 
in 1931, Rs 7 11 3 in 1932 Rs S 13 11 id 1933 Rs 10 11 10 m 1934 
and Rs 7 11 7 in 1935 The published prices have thus no relation 
to the actual prices realised by the tobacco growers Another 
example of the price quotations published for the Delhi province 
may be given to illustrate the extent of inaccuracy of the pnee data 
pubbshed in Government publications 

In the Delhi proimee the Department of Industries coUecU 
and publishes m the GovernnieDt of India Gazette fortnightlv pr 2 ce> 
of tobacco The published price senes indicate that the -wholesale 
price of “ tobacco leaf (dry) ” \aried from Rs 10 to Rs 18 per 
maund in 1933 Rs 15 to Rs 17 m 1934 emd Rs 14 to Rs 20 in 
1935 The prices refer to "tobacco leaf (dry) ", a term whicn 
has no meaning in the trade The variety and quality are not 
specified and the official records do not give any inforuiataon on 
these points The leaf tobacco trade in Delhi consists of the hool.a\ 
types {Desi, Calcuttia and KampiUa), and the chewing t 3 q)es (Poorb. 
and Soorti) It seems apparent that the prices do not refer euher 
to Calcuitia or Desi since both these varieties -were being sold m 
Delhi at considerably less than Rs 10 per maund during 1933 to 
1935 There remain, therefore, only threa tvpes, \,xz , Kcmpilla, 
Toorbi and SoorU to which the prices might possibly refer KampiUa 
IS a hoolah type vhfie the rmnainmg two are important chewing 
tobaccos Extensile enquiries made of leading merchants in Delhi 
city indicate that the prices for Kamptlla (including the lowest and 
highest qualities) during 1933, 1934 and 1935 ranged from R« 10 
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to Rs 11, Rs 10 to Rs 12 and Es 8 to Rs 14 respectively The 
senes of prices therefore do not refer to Kampilla 

The follo-wmg pnce quotations of several actual transactions 

noted from the books of merchants are given for comparison 

PoorJt {1st class ) — 

Per maund 
Rs A P 

Iit34— 

Hay 

June to December 
l\ovember 
1 >35— 

April 
May 

September 
SooTli high 
1334-. 

April 
June 

July and August 
September 
Iiorembet 
1935— 


II 0 0 
14 8 0 
16 4 0 


March 

June 

September 


6 4 0 
10 8 0 
12 12 0 

14 0 0 

15 0 0 


13 6 0 
12 S 0 

14 4 0 


13 4 0 

13 8 0 

14 0 0 
14 4 0 


lunp'tn sS? ' r* “‘'““5 Ks 14 P'r “aund fioni 

prin H n f ■‘‘S'l Watty fetched from 

Sinrf.L 1“ 14 per maund during the same period The price 
uermi! / 1 ™ " P” ■PW-'i during this 

Sind ih,l I'”'”-'" Es 13 6 0 per 

IL P"" tor " tobacco leaf (dry) ” i as 

data^ drLT “ '■‘'’''I”™ apparent that the published pri-e 

data do not refer eien to the highest quality Poorl, and Soo,n 


factured'‘mh.e™ I'"** ‘I’® "'holKale prices of unmaiiu 
identlOable relation “ Government publications have no 

Stv found ,nT *>*® pnifs of Miy partimlar type and 

mercS SHo the S ^ *“ ““I “'y »£ ” 

mercial use to the primaiy prodneets and traders- 
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^2) Non OFnciAi> PUBucAnoNa 

The Calcutta Prices Current and iloney ilarfcet Report, pub 
lished weekly by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce gives weekly 
prices m Calcutta of Rangpur, Poola (common), Poola (good) and 
Bis/tpa# tobaccos grown in Bengal Separate quotations appear for 
old and new stocks It is reported that the prices published are 
based on the daily wholesale rates obtained bj the Chamber of 
Commerce from its members dealing m tobacco Figures of exporLa 
and imports of unmanufactured tobacco arc also published along with 
those of pmvals into Calcutta by rail 

In the ^ladras Presidency, a weeklj market report published at 
Yirudhimagar gi\es information on pnees of tobacco on tbe basis 
of which merchants in the Tharaku Vandu gise advances agaiusl 
tobacco stocks The Madras Prices Current and JIarket Report 
published everj fortnight bj the Madras Chamber of Commerce 
gives, so far as tobacco is concerned onij quotations of freight on 
tobacco 

Apart from these there do imf appear anj other non official 
pubbcations including daiK newspapers wlmh pi\e am mfonuation 
on tobacco 

The mouthh reports on tobicto trade in the I nited Iviugdom 
published bj Messrs Frank Watson and ( o and Edwards Goodiuii 
and Co give mfonuation on monthh imports reexports deli\erie» 
for home consumption stocks on band prices etc for each of the 
important couiitrica (including fndit) from where tobacco is 
imported into the United Kingdom In the absence of standard 
grades the prices of Indian tobaccos are not however quoted 

(3) Post teletrsph a\d teiaEPiionl 

As already said earlier most of the big bujers of unmanufdi. 
tured tobacco make purchases after inspecting persoaallv or through 
their agents the lots offered for sale in the producing areas Even 
the buyers from the United Kingdom adopt this system and since 
the last 3 or 4 years, they have been sending representatives to Inaia 
to inspect the quality of the produce at harvest time Only the 
smaller buj ers purchase bj correspondence after calling for samples 
The use of telegraph is frequenth made by big buyers in instruct 
jWg" L^HreiT ageing nr (ire pwdaeraff «rf i*ihf (one- oi* anri-mg- petr 

chases Occasionallv such instructions are given even by telephone 
r-xporters to the United Kingdom use the foreign cable service more 
frequently than tbe use of inland telegram bj merchants and manu 
facturers 


(4) 6em3ui>. 

It Will therefore be seen that apart from their own mdividual 
efforts, tbe producers and traders of tobacco have no other source 
from which they can obtain rehafale information on the prices, stocks, 
ate , of different tvpes of tobacco In order to enable information to 
be published for the benefit of buvers and sellers a dependabP 
UIciA 
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system of price quotations onght to be ivorked out If tbs could be 
done It would bnng the producers and consumers into closer contact, 
it has been seen that the official price quotations are of no commercial 
use m the absence of anv definite system of classification and grad 
ing ol tobacco In organising any system of market intelligence, 
therefore the first essential would be to classify the area and pro- 
duction of tobacco at least by broad types le, cigarette cigar 
cheroot btdi etc a^ indicated in the supply chapter (page 27) The 
existing system is such that the quality of the article in each type 
a^ain varies from one merchant to another The factors that 
quality are however well known and it should be possible 
4 ^ various types and classes in accordance with those 
th. / P™'iMonal sjslem of classification is sngsested later in 
the chapter on Classification Grading and Standardisation ’ 

iiossihl'e°t„*''„'ii*^.'’'' finsldics hate been defined it shoald be 
at least le ' “ P""" *''* Pnncipal prodneing areas 

“LSihle fee iJ’" bl made 

STniihlie? of these prices ttliioh can then be 

pro“n?e Inlh. PPodPreis and traders in the 

distribution lit uw»tance only a few centres of production and 
Darbhan4 Calcutta^ Muiaffarpur, 

Bombay “Delhi e?c ^abad: 

these places mnrJit selected The price quotations from 

markefmg staff ^for givm^^nlSSf ‘I *®*®sraphicalJy to the central 
The general disseminafion *’p^**®i*y traders all over the country 
done through the press T)ia market prices can be 

and desirable ^ radio also can be used whenever possible 

improv^ment*°S *^toGeco be formed to encourage 
leaflets nd bulletins on grades and for issuing 

the Indian Tobacco Aj?soMM,At! One such association 

efforts of tie Set^inff" ^^e^n^sad as a result of 

intelligence bulletins and ^ i" issuing marketing 

maiketing for tlif. cultivation curing gradmg and 

The bulletin is beinrr ii growers traders and manufacturers 
>?arette tobacco produem^ nTf S^ves information for the 

■weather and rainfall area of Guntur distnct in Madras on 

harvesting eunne nn«ii^ condition of seedlings transplanting 
Madras farm prices exports from Coconada and 

I'lngdom which ib rno i ™P®rts, stocks and prices m the United 
tobacco attest single foreign market for Indian 
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[Prices 


INTER-CHAPTER THREE 

A study of tobacco puces shovrs the supreme im 
portance of quality and peihaps the most sigmficant fact 
IS that m recent jeais the puce of high quality tobacco 
has been on the nse rehile that of second quality has 
sho^vn a tendency to fall The average price of flue- 
cured Virginia cigaiette leaf, for example, rose by 46 
per cent between 1930 and 1937 Even fiist quahty 
cigar and cheroot leaf, m spite of a i educed maiket, 
showed a firmness m pi ice, but medium and small 
cheioot leaf showed a diop of 17 to 20 pel cent High 
quaht} bidi, hookah, jLXxd. chewing tobaccos show a simi 
lai price tendency 

Prices of different kinds of tobacco leaf range from 
about Re 0 12 0 per mauud to ovei Rs 80 per maimd, 
but the normal lelationship is roughlj as follows 
Virginia fiiie-cuied makes about Rs 25 to Rs 40 per 
maimd although it has been higher in lecent years Natn 
i>un cuied grown in the Giintni area luns about Rs 5 to 
Rs 9 pel maund The a\erage foi cigar and cheroot 
leaf IS about Rs 8 to Rs 14 pei maund and for hidi leaf 
Rs 9 to Rs 20, the htdi tobacco of the Nipam area bemg 
often ovei 50 pei cent highei than that of Gu3erat 
Chewmg tobaccos show a ividei range, f i om Rs 9 to 
Rs 40 or even moie, but snuff tobaccos are on a much 
’ower plane, round about Rs 9 to Rs 11 It is difBcidt 
to place an aveiage for hookah types but a range of 
somewheie between Rs 5 8-0 and Rs 13 per maund 
would be about normal, the highest being for desi leaf 
of the Muzzafarpur district in North Bihar The 
vilatjati tobacco grown m the neighbourmg distnct cff 
Purnea commands the lowest price mnongst hookah 
tobaccos but the prices of Punjab grown tobacco are not 
much better 

XlIOAB 



The price of the same variety of tol.acco grown m 

season I oi example, the prices of Calcuttm produced 
m certain fields near Jannpur m the United Pioyinces 

pioduced m neighbouring fields fetched I?s 35 to Es 16 
7h,e 77 7'! ■« to Rs 6 pe: maund only Che 

value of the tobacco harvested m any one field vanes 

accor mg to the part of the plant from which it is drawn 
ner 7 777 *'" ^oll at say Es 7 

and th ** *7' ““’'o ““tf ^s 312 0 

The e 7 °°7 Ko 0 12 0 per maund 

lafei ' P'okings tend to he of a better quality than 


Inr fact to be a peon 

aiicultn ol 1 “r”*"'''' oompored with other 
Invest ’ immediately 

Quent ^ola/™ ‘■igher than prices m subs^. 

oretr77c.grr‘7::rir7'7^° 

Unless stor„r„ , 1 wheic colour is important 

hons tlie colour^ 1777^*’ oorefully controlled condi 
nndling mil be difflLlt Tt' 7 no 7 ‘'*‘’' subsequent 

if in most fiscs 11. ' ;* ’ ” * surprising, therefore, 

fti ft tnn fiin + 1^ ^'wnifacturors and procest^ors pre 
ha ' s e 7 " from the glower^ soon is it is 

the CISC of Z oi emstames of comse especially n, 

relatively ummportanrm“^‘7'r'“‘’ ’’ 

holding over tfieir toh’ storing and 

alle to getTn en condition ha.c been 

In. lu m„n7 after', “ *“ »' 

tint all tobacco reqmi'^'rL t^" " 
imtuie and that im f ® tain amount of time to 

m.inoccs 7raga.nst 7r7 

111 ^\eiffht pfn f hi^ei pnees there are looses 

ind 2dei me. into account 

ueneral principle tCt'the'’”*’ accepted as a 

y P e tbat the grower is not likely to benefit 
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in any way by bolding ovei his tobacco to a latei sea^ou 
Only in veiy exceiitional cucumstances would be be 
.justified in nut selling bis tobacco as soon as it is bai~ 
vested and cuied 

It may be ob*ei'ied that the piactice of selling gieen 
leaf IS not common, though it is done to a small extent by 
groweis in Guntui and Mjsoie who sell to the flue- 
cm mg bains there Usually the buyei onlj wants cured 
tobacco and is not intere-vted in green leaf The value 
ot the crop is largeli deteinmied by the system of curing, 
and as the piopei method of cm mg depends on the 
vanetj gionn and the ultmiate use to nhich it is to be 
put, it IS highl} impoitaut (hat gioweis should be better 
informed legaiding the piocess So far, apart from 
experimental \u*ik on the cm mg of cigaiette leaf, there 
seems to be no uoik being done by ngneultuial depart 
raents on the iiupiovement of the cuiing methods emplov- 
ed In ciiltiiatoi-^ m geueial toi othei tj'jies of leaf 

The growing habit oi cigarette smoUng has all eady 
been leteired to This is leflected in the relativelv high 
average pi ice (o^e^ six annas pei lb) of tobacco leaf 
cxpoited to the United Knigdoin This consists mainly 
of fliie-ciued Viigmia and the puces aie un 2 iroving 
The leaf exploited to Japan, however, which is mainly 
feumcuied countij tobacco, shovs a falling tendency and 
is valued at louiid about Re 0 3 0 to Re 0 3 6 per lb 
fo ffie jVc&en’itrrefe an? of stxiV ci'eup'er sirraps 
Expoits of hidi and smoking types of tobacco to Aden 
etc , which were foiinerly worth about Re 0 7 0 or 
Re 0 8 0 pei lb , aie now valued at only about half that 
price These tendencies aie woith noting as an indica 
tion of the giowiug importance of produemg «good 
quality cigaiette leaf The gcncial tendency of tobacco 
prices to fall in Bengal and Bihar seems particulaily 
woith attention by the authorities in tho'^e aieas This 
I'J probably due to the production of an excessivp 
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quantity of second quality leaf in those parts A special 
study theiefoie, needs to be made in those aieas of the 
type of leaf which is being produced and of the kind of 
land on winch the tobacco is being giown with a view to 
increasing the proportion of first quality leaf and to 
meeting the market requirements better 


lhat theie is ample scope foi expanding the market 
oi high quality Indian tobacco is clear from the pro 
gress made in lecent yeais in the Guntui district' The 
ig quality, flue emed Viiginia produced there is con 
tmmng to displace American leaf imported for cigarette 
ma mg Further there aie still large imports of 
c ewing tobacco fiom Ceylon winch sell in Travancore 
a veil high puces It is impossible, therefore, to over 
emphasise the need foi gmng a closei studv to the pro 
uc ion of special high qualit} tobaccos in order to meet 
more fulh the requirements ot our own market 


tim ^ ^ source of market iiews> 

^ leeoided aie piobably even more 
p ess in the ase of tobacco than othei commodities 
tVa r. foi au improved market news ser 

however be appreciated that in view of 
OT 1 P *11 qualitj of tobacco giown in any 

KnTv>o probably continue to be essential for 

lespett of most tobaccos for the buyers to 
pect the produce in buUt at the time of purchase 
iQ LL -^1 1 mdividual groweis’ holdings there 

in iv, ^ ronsideiable variation in price from one 

tTio r! grower on the whole is liable to get 

ha -p ^ i. V ^ bargain One obvious remedy would 
De tor the establishment of a larger number of markets 
ucing centres wheie groweis could bring 
tneir tobacco for sale and be able to compare the prices 
irered toi their produce with other lots This would 

obtain their supplies quickly and would 
n 3 'jp help to educate the giowei in pioducing and 
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curmg lus tobacco m the nght waj*. The puces m such 
inaikets ■would also lorm a ba‘=is for companson ^uth 
those in othei districts It seems that there is at piesent 
011I7 one tobacco market Tvheie attempts weie made at 
regulation, ns, that m Sangh State There is, there- 
ioie, plentv of room tor unpiovement and much need 
foi .the coiisbtution of a number of regulated maikets 
m eacli of the five mam producmg aiea*' 

Where, as m the ca'^e of cigarette leaf, it is po^^sible 
to devi'^e srstematic grading it would be desirable that 
all manufactuieis aud proce^^^ors should contiact with 
gro'v\ers in advance, as is alicadv done m one instance, 
for the delivery of then ciop at the time of harre'it and 
for payment on the ba«is of the recognised gi ade= In 
the interest of pnee stabilitv even* po«:«ible mduceraent 
and encouragement should be given to the paities con- 
cerned to bnug about thi*^ desirable "-tate of affaii'* 
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CHAPTEB rV— PHEPAKATION FOB MABKET 
A — General 

““.S' asncultural crops the tobacco crop is one of lie 
mcrohou? o 5 S “““S “ “nditions and cultuial 

“cat mXr nnX ”’>>ich produce the best quality 

of nrXncelH will yield quite a diiTcrent quality 

Cdds m X f Sometimes even didercnf 

the taXe? ‘lUase treatments and 

partieXfieM SoniX"' "IPf^ents of his own 

ujff IS thp e-nnea t “ “aiD general operation after transplant 
oiXations orXXX '“J”’ moisture and aeration, apart from the 
the most imnnrtfnt suo^ioriiig Topping and sucLermg are 

large extent Xp n '^r tillage operations which determine to a 
operatiom h^X ^ ^ '“™‘* ‘“>>saoo leaf Ihese 

I^he case of V.»,r , f"’”'" '“'Klsimlile still and judgment In 
topping is^m o.ni “fi"" e™''" in ‘'lO Omilur district, to orample 
OLoasions when considered necessary though there are 

■h n Held produce tltT'S “a I* done profitably If the plant. 
Idiisable to top the piS coloured leaves, it is always 

produce dait green leSes'tr.“„ . *f 'if ' '“^onoosli and 
uf Jicht and fina topped mth a view to get leaf 

indigenous conaumntiorthe 

and thick textnrp we leaf required should be of a coartc 

pHnt; l^J a judicious topping of 

tobacco ^ generallj cousidered essential for all tjpes of 

of tlif ^tobaSHeaf^ offered'T^r'Lr’** conditions the quality 

ou the na\ the tobaccrt .1 ^ market \ery largely depends 

lu inner m which it i« market tie, on the 

fuiillj cure,! leaf is'XXV.tonpr'’ 

or hariMed tiom tbe’^XX ,^c<ctinined on the iiai it i, picl ed 
prcDaniifj the tohatfan e i” ® 'mportance of cirefnlnev. in 
tl.™ i.'i, stated . bn, TXf'L?',.''',"''' cm be easih imafeined 
tobacco can easily cet 9 '^“P»iia flue cured cigarette 

- ..gains. 2 .nnJ,yc VT the S |Xde’' 

p.':«r\rii“rDr “4 “> T“^n=.“‘goef ^u., 

the position of the leaf nn process of ripening and 

taken into account bv Pmnt is one of the iniportanl nttors 

sale in certain areas ss ^ sorting their tobacco leaf before 
this however the leaves ***®*^®® Bengal and Bihar In spite of 
in rliese^areas Rinemno Senerally hanested as they ripen 

green to greenish yellow^ and ^ change m colour irom 

rough and brittle For tifr. ^ future from soft and flexible to 
for which there annears fr. of flue cured cigarette leaf 

must be fulh mature before S ®'®r increasing demand the leaf 
preen colour after it ta j* “ 5 *^rsted otherwise it retains the 
On An over ripe leaf on flue curing 
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gnes an une^e£l colour and lacks elashcity and fineness ol texture, 
lo get the best results on curing, therefore, the picking of the 
IfciTes trom the plant must be done m 3 or 4 stages and only fully 
nntiire leaies must be harvested Fully matured and ripe leaves 
alone gne the best colour and texture on curing 

The method of handling, green leaf after harvest has also 
its effect on the finally cured leaf, particularly in the case of 
cigarette and cigar tobaccos Bruises, holes and lorn suilaces 
winch occur as result of rough handling of the green leaf or 
-seorchmg of the green leal which n> exposed to the sun's heat for 
unduly long time show themselves in the cured leaf 

Of all the methodb of turiiig the flue curing is the most 
complicated and expensive, requinng considerable skill and 
judgment It pajs better to adopt the expensive flue curing 
protesi luh foi the type of leaf which the grower is confident 
■vill (Uie into 1 high grade and to rack cnre the inferior diseaseu 
or spotted leaf as rack curing is much cheaper Some of the 
nitelhgent growers sort the harvested green leaf into npe medium 
and green if thei obsene any difference m the maturilj ot the 
harvested leaf Each of the three qualities of green leaf are then 
loaded separate!! m the fine curing hams But this may not be 
possible for all such growers and in that vase they load all the three 
qualities in one bam putting the green leaf at the top of the barn, 
the medium in the middle and the npe at the bottom But such 
giowens, are fei! and far between and it would be best to describe, in 
liief the general methods of hanestiog cunng and preparing 
adopted in different areas for each of the important types of tobacco 

B — Harvesting 

(1) ClGirETTE ANT> PirE TOBACCOS 

(a) Virrjima tobacco — In the Guntur area of the Madras Ptrst 
dency, the Virgmn tobicco plant is usualh alloved to flower uid 
set «:ped The leaves are cut when thej are fullv matured Ai thu 
stage thev assume a yellowish green colour The harvesting setbon 
commences by about the end of December und mav continue till I ile 
in P'ebrnary Cieavee> are cut generaffy in two stage* bigiuning 
from the bottom ones as thej mature The havesting is usuallj done 
in the evenings and leaves are then heaped in the field fob the night 
to he carted to the bam next morning Direct heat of the sun is 
avoided so that the green leaf mav not get scorched 

The method of harvesting followed in Mysore is almost the san o, 
l'='ties being liarvested singlv as ther ripen Harvestmg n. generally 
done early m the morning the usual tune being between 5 30 a ii to 
^ V M A field is eorapleteh harvested m 4 to 6 pickings bottom 
leav es being picked first as thev ripen first These are then followed 
hv middle leaves nhieh are piel ed m 2 stages as ther ripen the top 
len O'* being picked last The harvested leaves are then immediately 
loaded into bullock carts and earned to the bam for curing 
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In the Lnited Provinces also the lea\e.-> are harvested a» they 
ripen LsuaUy two or three leaves are picked at a tune In iuid. 
tae cidtn-ation of Virginia tobacco has fast declined during the 
past three years but it is reported that m the case of those viho 
ST n continue to cultivate it the whole plants of Virginia tobacco 
are harv^ted and then the leaves are separated from the stem before 
Bombay Presidency, the 

method of harvestmg followed is the same as m the Gunfwr area 

fohflcco— In the Guntur district the leaves of 
k 7,>U^ tobacco are harvested generally about 10 days after first 
e S nf ^ rellowish green colonr As in the 

mnf L " evenings but the whole nanest 

IbrJlrr. at the most A portion of 

■mth^fl the leaf is al>o cut 

il S'®™ in 'orHi BrJor the entmt 

S™i Tarh ,1, tt I* '» T>“* ■“ 

rlanK are coming before the sun becomes strong The 

leives assume a\^vi^ ^®*^^ting when a majontv ot the 

cut nlante^^ th brown spots The 

b" nr'"tS™,d 'ir the field throughout the day, 

The e beans are^oLnl^f** are counted and made into small heaps 
arp turned over *1*^^ the plants 

anctber three or four dar” tf> remain in the heap for 

ssatn hamllrf indinduallr tmd^ih "f'" V 

nftti thsT arf ' and Ihf leavet wparated from the otalka 

a .a n ""trono eZih I '"“t? " ■' ''"''■I’- an 1 Ha 

MroiK. e„„„„h this ttiltmj „„ tai, 

t2) Cictn t*;!) riTETiooT Tontrriyt 

he done'erth^'t,”^ 'iST’ han-estin? msT 

the leavee or hr cuttii,.iHi.„ i ^ Hen bv separating 

Godavan district nf fkaTvf j from the plant In the West 

the inomuit' to noon a d P^fstdenry the plants are cut from 
stem m the evemZ nf ^ separated from fe 

tli“ leaves be<nn tn”drT- commences when the margins of 

vellow In the Viranar, colour changes to brownish 

plant befofe ting nut «« 

prac ice foUoweTfn o£ 1^5L*^"^ for dixing Similar is tl e 

In the case of Lanlat Wadura and Coimbatore 

of the leaf m eut alono. mtemode on either side 

.here «ronl "pe 1^' 

grown harvesting is dte ^4 **“'*”". ® demand is 

the plant as they mature ^ ® stages the leaves being cut from 

in Ben^l h^estmif *’**’^'' cheroot tobaccas grovm 

leaves on the plant show as the majority of The 

sigiis nt matnritv hv way of chaiig of 
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colour from green to brownish mellow lit some places the iea\e» 
are harvested as they ripen the process being locallj known as 
Barhaakt But the system of harvestu^ the whole field as sooi as 
majority of the leaves show signs of ripening is the one most common 
and called Dhalakat locally Harvesting is usuall^ done in the early 
part of the morning 

In Surma the tobacco crop shows signs of maturity about the 
lud-^Ie of April when the leaves become thick and sticky and show 
M^ns of bnttlone s at the tip The colour also turns into browuiah 
jtllovi ind som^iimes the leaves show brown spot« There appears 
to be three distinct methods of harvesting and curing adopted to get 
lodt of different qualities for different purpose (a) E Hse — This 
leaf IS used for manufacturing strong Buimese cheroots for which 
onlj lea es of thir texture of the Bitiiiirse Haiaua and ShiLcgyin 
varieties are used o) hat Hse — This is used with chopped tobacco 
btalks for makiDv' n lid cheroot {Hse Ban LeiU ShanHpet Lnk etc) 
The two varieties Aunyita Hse aud Tuet Pya Hse are cured bj these 
aitthodis (c) DahHlxHse — ^This is chopped or shredded tooaiu) 
used mauilv for pipe smoking 

In the case of E Hse or shade cured tobacco harvesting and 
cm mg are verv carefuUv done as it represents the best quality 
tobacco Topping and suckering operations are carefullj conducted 
to leave on an average only about 9 to 10 leaves on each plant The 
leaves are not harvested as they mature though thev are plucked 
«u giv when the plant as a whole shows signs ot maturity At the 
main picking onlj 6 to 7 upiiermost leaves are gathered the 3 to 4 
leaves nearer to the gtound being (arvested earlier or later as cou 
vement flie e ground leaves aio regaided a!> of inferior quality 
and are seldom reokoued worth the trouble of shade curing 

The value of Kat Hse tobacco largelj depends upon the ex»ent 
of thickness of the cured leaf Topping and suckering are therefore 
verv carefully done and usually onjv 8 to 9 leaves are taken from 
eich plant The leaves are harvested in 3 or 4 stages as they mature 
Iiinnediatelv after gathering the leaves in the morning thej are 
earned to a shed where they are laid one by one on a plank or other 
flat surface To facilitate quicker dmng the midribs are smasned 
with a light blow from a wooden rod The following morning the 
leaves are taken out from the shed and are spread on the ground in 
the sun m a double layer, reverse side showing on the top but nth 
the leaf blades orerlappmg so that the nudnb of each leif is 
e\pft'>ed to the sun They are then lightly covered (presumablv to 
1 rtvent them from being blown avvav or turned and to protect tnem 
from strong sun) vnth stall s of Kyn oi Kaxng grass kept m place 
by an odd rod or two of bamboo In some areas this holding of the 
leaf in places is done with strips of spht bamboo placed 3 to 4 inches 
apart forming a framework or Rat It is from this though the use 
of these frameworks is not general that the process takes its name 
The leaves remain thus exposed to the sun throughout the daj — 
diuing the cloudy weather thev remain for 2 days — and in the 
even ntr when the sir js cool and the leaves reasonably pliable they 
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ai? collected, any leaf from which the midrib is not thorouehh drr 
belli,' put aside tor drying again the next day 

for which, in general, onlj the 
interior tobacco \arieties are used, the tobacco is shredded with a dak 
or a knife immediately after it is brought from the field. The leaies 
“ majority of them show signs of 
sail the field The shredded lea%es are then dried in the 

sail tor d to t dajs the heaps being moistened from time to time 
t Atlt f tobacco IS then finally packed 

tightly m a basket which holds about 1^ bushels and a cloth is tied 

tliP onlj the ledt but alv) stall s, stems and roots of 

b roots form the 

Fbiil S cultivation and are loeallj called as Esc Yo 

ahoni in ^ weight basis probablj represent 

Aftnr th ^ tobacco consumption m Burma 

alVcoi^nff f harvested the bare tobacco stalks m the field 
Tru-nee to R. Sbwegjun area they fetch about 

fh^l in? off thA plants are uprooted and after 

ro ) s Tb* it pieces along with their 

ro ed ami E ‘bey are mildly 

Dcunderl bj means of a pestle and mortar The 

Mnall lits and noitw”/'?!? ‘separated into three sizes Tae^e 
af nroner nri,mn ^ stallis stems and roots form with tobacco 
nnd Sn Cher J manufacture of mild 

(3) Bldt TOBACCO 

ami of’tw B'omf “«P S'”'™ >" the CTa.e/«e 

powder^fBlniio or Presidency is sold m the form of 

leaf InndTes sold m the form of 

and /ndH t or piendrin''^brrf!’Vr./'^‘* 

lanestedbvcuttm<' rA"tU^2 tJi''‘‘T’ P'"" 

mg < ommences attni,! I ’Tk ^ ^ ^ fbe ground Ilaiiest 

«>i=ns of maturity which is in^SfSH ' 

hoMn? charactenstir. the leases turning jellow ind 

phnls arc then kent in^fh brown in colour The cut 

to r dass ties irt^L expose 1 to the sun Aftei 4 

Uho tobacco which ***'^’5bmg jard In the case of 

H own ,n the r /,L ,/ar arT\hTcin*'' 
almost completely mature bm a Se 

spots on the leat es The bsilt ^ appearance of brrwn 

to rtp cor, no T„" „here 'T “o"'™ 

rumber of nolee ara 'o^all} under the shade of a big tree; a 
III thod of harsestmt' fnll^^ ® distance of about 10 feet The 
foim of bundles is M oi^ed in the case of tobacco sold ii the 

after ■>' »'“« 

tobace" !fc,,tT.rha,"S,f 



(4) Hookah, CHE\MNG AND SWET TOBACCOS 
for these tj^pes, the harvesting ts verj largely done by cutting 
the entire plant, as for example m the case o£ the Desi or Foot bt- 
tobaccos grown m North Bthar and the tjmted Provinces and the 
Culcutita varietj from the United Provinces, Punjah and Delhi 
Usually the harvtsung commences when the leaves on the plant turn 
yellow and brown flecks appear on them Another indication of 
npeaess is that the leaves fed thidi and gummy The time of h^r 
vesting IS usually the early part of the day Similar are the practices 
followed m the North-West frontier Province and Sind The cut 
plants are either left at their place or spread in rows or made into 
heaps The plants are then turned over occasionally so that drjitig 
may be uniform In certain parts the leaves are separated trom 
the stem after a few hours’ or one or two da 3 *s exposure to the sun 
The leaves are then spread on the ground or made into heaps foi 
further drying and fermentation Under normal conditions wilting 
takes place within 3 to 5 days after harvesting but if the weather is 
cloudy it may take 10 to 12 dajs For example m Bihar the 
hanested plants are kept at their places and exposed to the sun on 
the day they are harvested Thej are then collected m the evening 
and made into small heaps. The heaps are usuallj opened up in the 
morning after three or four days and the plants turned over and 
left in the heap for another 4 davs If the weather is cloudy willm" 
may have to he continued for 12 to 1^ d'lvs . 

In Assam there are two methods of harvesting In one case 
oulv the leaves are harvested whereas in the other the whole plant is 
cut Harvesting of the whole plant is followed in the Kharupetia 
area where the MoUhari vanetj is grown to a small extent la other 
parts of the province the leaves are sometimes out from the piant 
wuth stnps of bark joining them Immature lpave^ which constduto 
the Bishpat are picked sin^'ly In Bengal the Mofihan variety 
which 15 both a hookah and chewing type is harvested by cutting the 
leaves from the plant Harvesting is generallv done earh in the 
morning In some places m the Central Provinces also the harvesting 
IS done hj cutting the leaves from the plants os they mature In 
the ease of Kaiuit chewingand hookah variety of Farrufchabad district 
in the United Prcunnces the whole plant when cut is left in the fleld 
for about 2 days after which the leaves are separated from the s>t m 
The leaves are then spread jd the field for drvjng and turned over 
after 4 to 5 days They are allowed to remain m the field until the 
midnb IS dry Wilting of Pesi variety — a chewing tvpe of Biswan 
{United Protmces) takes about lo to 20 dajs 

In the eas“ of «jnoking tobaccos sold in bundles in the Charotar 
irea the leaves are stripped from the stem witn a portion of b''rl 
The plants are harvested as a whole when the leaves show bright 
'ellow colour with orange brown spots The cut plants are then 
exposed to the sun for about 6 to 7 dijs after which the leaves are 
separated The leaves are then allowed to remain on the ground 
for a dav or two after which they are collected in the morning on a 
dav when there has been a dew fall so as to allow a certain amount 
of moisture m the leaf for fermentation In the absence of any ilew 
leaves are moistened bv spnnHing a small quantitv of water In 
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(1) Fltje-cuwno 

Tills coDSists of drjmg green leaf under artificial atniosphern< 
conditions bj adopting a process wLieli does not allow the green 
leaf to come in direct contact with smoke or fumes from the fuel 
and which permits the regulation of temperature and humidity 
The flue-cunng method is followed almost entirely in curing tli© 
Virginia cigarette tobacco grown in the Gunftir area, Mjsore and 
the United ProMUces It is also adopted to a small extent for cuimg 
better qualiU country cigarette tobacco grown m Guntur 

The details of construction of a flue curing bam and the metnod 
1 a'c alreadi been described by Shaw and Kasi Ram* It is estimated 
that there are now (1938) o\er 2 oOO flue curing barns, in the country 
located almost wholly in the Guntur and Mysore areas Two sizes 
of bams appear to be most common «i 2 , about 20 ft X 20 ft X 22 ft 
■eoctmg about Es 1 300 and eommaning 20 acres of tobacco and 
16 ft X 16 ft X 18 ft which costa about Rs 800 and can manage 
•"1 out 15 acres of tobacco crop (see plate facing page 172) 

Immediately after harvest the green leaf is carried to the bam 
premises where it is first strung on thin bamboo sticks Three or 
four leaies according to size are held together with tbe backs of 
their midribs touching one another and the string which is tied 
at one end to the stick is drawn around tbe bunch about an inch 
from the butts and tbe bunch thrown oier acros-> the stick The 
next bunch of leaves is on tbe opposite side of tbe stick so that the 
■successive bunches are on the alternate sides of the stick ■which is 
about 5 feet loi^ Such sticks are then mounted m the bam for 
curing about 8 to 10 inches apart more space being allowed on hot 
da^s The inside of the bam is divided into a series of layers 
bv means of bamboo poles which form tiers on which are arranged 
the sticks with the green leaf tied on them Considerable trouble 
and judgment are required in arranging the green leaf in the bam 
and this IS usuallj done the previous eiening the furnace of the 
him being lighted the next rooming with all the ventilators aud 
doors closed 

After tbe furnace starts working the curing process consists 
of three mam stages namely (t) yello'wing of the leaf (ii) ILaiig 
the eoIooT and (m) drying The heating and adjustment of tern 
PdatuTe inside the bam is done by i system of thick metal flues 
bent t'wice in tbe shape of an U The increase or decreaac of 
temperature is brought about by adding or withdrawing coal to or 
fiOTa the furnace and adjusting the dampers and eye pieces I he 
ventilators also prove "useful For the yellowing of the leaf a 
temperature ranging from SS^F to 100"P is used for 30 to 40 
•hours The fixing of the colour stage lasts for 16 to 24 hours when 
the temperature is raised graduallv as before from 100*F to ISO^P 
The moisture let off from the leaves is allowed to escape by opening 
the ventilators half at first and full afterwards At this stage the 
web of the leaves becomes dry while the mid nb and veins have stiU 

•PTcflnctioB of Ogarette Tebaee# hj flue eunag by P J P Shaw sztS 

Kaei Bam 



174 


pleteJv dried tli^ fipo * 1.1 veins are com 

t. 3 do" n tie bfS ’%? '“‘i “11 'entdatore aie opened 

the ur at nifrhf ar,A < ^ open so that it takes moisture from 

atmosplie is do Jater S iLiv,'”F ‘’“K 

ventilators and doors «r ^ Prinkjed on the floor of the barn anti 
o..n..p - 

ineiits conducted'^M\eraI^v^*'^*h ^ general based on experi 
■c.ured for cSio ^ that the penod 

so tl at a larger area ean *”^*^*1^ '^>th further experimentation 
The wPirF^if r j managed with one bam than at present 
the weight of greenTaf ^ 

'arj from 8 to 18 ner cent R, *n the cured leaf 

(2) Rack curing 


vviur^u 

lea\M are cuMd 'on^strfn^^f'^,^ flue curing In this the gieon 
purpose The method is ’’“i'® !l’“‘“llj erected toi the 

country cigarette clear atlh it ““““*“PlJ follotred iii Madras ffor 
Boinbaj Baroda and rr^a cheroots chewing and snuff tobaccos) 
tobateo mderabid (fl ij'”"' "" '‘“"US “"d smotag 

*0")a; tobacco) (See*Appeiil« “n*)''*’ 

fb“’ Zdtpr “ r “”i. ■“ '■'1' '"'“I 

grown in the Ountur dmtriet^^ the country ( Vafu) cigarette tob cfio 
■u Hie et3ng are taten i a ®e leaves bariesled 

the shade of a tree and constructed shed or anler 

vtnnge with leave' about 2\ yards long The 

floor overnight and covprArT h ^ folded and piled on the 

tb. ne« ev3nTa„7 i?„''r”? 7-7. They are re arranged 
ho irs piling is given after repeated Altogether abont 3fi 

obtained The leaves am then ‘f 

in the open field Protppfirw. aud tied to racks arranged 

covering of mats as anx nr, against rams is arranged with thick 
stige spoils the colour an,^ r,." i? momture during the drying 

dr\ they are bulked on ^hen the lea%es are completely 

darker shades of countn tobaeeo morning In the curing of 

Ls adopted In this pusp howe\er a slighth different process 

the day and not in the e^enin^*” harvested during any part of 

.’”7 - sii, 

in thelvemn^ and Gudavan distnct the cut leaves are threaded 

wsrds staSiS “d coS™? pT” 7 "» “'‘"r 

rt with Palmyra leaves dunng the day and 
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opened up at uigbl At Mustadabad in the Kistna district, the 
Itaves are strung m ropes about 7 sards long and cured in the sun 
for about 2 montns In the \i^gapatam district the cut leaies are 
dr'od in the shade for 3 days and then strung up on rachs In the 
Madura district the lea^es are harvested and heaped in the sane 
evening, strung up and cured in the open sun for about 20 to 30 
days, shifting being done dadj Much the same practice is pre- 
valent in the Trichinopoly district 

la Bengal, the Jatt tobacco as tvell as the VotiJian to a smaller 
extent is cured on racks Immediately after bar\est the green leaves 
are earned in h^''l^ets to the fanner s homestead where they are tied 
into hanks, each containing 4 to 6 leaves On the following morning 
the'^e banks are placed on bamboo poles and kept m the sun for 4 to 
6 dajs for drving, after which they are removed retied and are 
air-nged on the poles more closely The poles are again kept out 
m the sun for one to three days after which thev are removed to the 
turjng shed (which may be the grower’s but or cattle shed or a 
temporarily erected structure) and kept honzontally m tiers Tue 
leaves remain hanging m the curing shed for about a month or more, 
uvnally till after a shower of ram when they become fit for handling 
The leaves are then taken off the poles and bulled mto heaps 

In Assam, the leaies of tobacco after wilting are hung up from 
bamboos or strings in the open for 7 or 8 days They are then 
transferred to a room m the house of the grower where they are 
huug up from the roof for several days After getting dry and 
brittle they absorb moisture on getting the first showers of rams 
after which they are taken out and tied into smaU bundles and 
bulked 

In Mysore the harvested grreen leaves of cheroot tobaccos are 
tied jn bundles and hung up in pandols or coring sheds specially 
erected for the purpose The plants are allowed to dry in the open 
air for about to 2 months and covered with date palm mats m 
cTSp of rains "When the mid nb is drv , the bunches are removed 
on a dewy morning and bulked in heaps on the ground over which 
litter IS spread 

In the Bombay Presidency, curing of Ddvo tobaccc/Ieaves of the 
Charninr area is done on racks. The harrested leaves are carted to 
the Lurmg yard where (usuallv under the shade of a hig tree) a 
number of posts are erected at a distance of about 10 feet and 
coir strings are tied horizontally to these posts at two points from 
th“ „»rouDd The leaves are first tied in hanks. Each bank con 
t iins about 4 to 5 leav es These hanks are then placed on tlie 
strings tied to the posts for drying (see plate facing page 173) The 
complete curing takes place within about 6 or 7 days if there is 
no dew fall otherwise it may take 10 to 12 days Similar methods 
of rack curmg are followed m the Baxoda and Ntpan% areas to a 
extent 

In Burma, temporary ennng sheds are erected for curmg E Hse 
tobacco These sheds consist of a frameworib of jungle wood with 
Lucae 
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tamboo and thatched roof eitendmg from 15 feet at the centre to 
almost to the ground level at the eaves The width of the curing 
fched IS usually about 30 feet while the length is composed of a 
senes of 10 feet sections vatying in number from as few as 5 to as 
many as lo, the usual number being 10 to 12 The sheds are open 
at both ends and one of the end bays is often used as workuig 
feeding and sleeping place by the cultivator and his family In the 
sheds, the leaves are first sorted m three groups according to sue 
They are then threaded through their butt ends Each string holds 
about 30 to 40 leaves The threaded bundles of leaves are then 
straddled on to 9 to 10 feet long bamboo sticks Separate sticks are 
used for each of the three grades of green leaf Each of the sticks 
holds about 7 bundles of green leaf Loaded sticks are then placed 
on the cross supports erected m the shed The operations of drjing 
tobacco leaves in the shed may take 20 to 40 days the actual period 
depending on weather condition Leaves with thick midrib:^ may 
be taken out from the shed after 4 or 5 days and hung on racJ 
ternporanly erected under a very light shade for 3 or 4 days in onkr 
to hasten drying of the midnb They are then put back m the ^ed 
to complete the drying process After the leaves are comple.^Ir 
removed outside the curing shed m the evening 3J5d 
allowed to remain m the open during the night. If the dew fall 
during the course of the night is iDsafBcieut to soften the leaves 
water is lightlv sprinkled over them. The next morning the leaves 
are brought hack to the curing shed where they are made into bigger 
bundles or hanks bv tnng the butt-ends of leaves with a string 

(3) GBOuvi>.CDnD,o 

This IS the most common method of curing tobacco in India 
Bombay, Bengal Bihar, United Proimces, Punjab iladras, North 
Frontier Province, Central Provinces and Berar and Burma 
are the imp^nt provinces where the method is m T0<nie Hyderabad 
fpeccan) Deccan and Kolhapur States, Baroda, Cooch Behar aid 
hlyjore are among the important Indian States where the method 
process is that the plants are 
in ♦K ^ ^ early morning and collected into heaps 

heaps are disturbed occasionally to prevent o\er 
tIi. .VI process IS eontmued until the midnb is quite dry 
tnti-i ^ little value for curing a high grade eigarctic 

"P its moisture slowlv and turns 
. ~ o ^ brown colour The method is varied in detaiL lu 
howe^? ™ The underlying principle 

-T- r. +♦’ ^ tnng about a certam amount of fermentation either 
..y putting the leaves in layers or m heaps 

+., Presidency, Lai Bkiiko and CAura are removed 

threshing yard after exposing them in the sun for four to six 
once or twice while exposed to the sun 
stnpped and the leaves are further allowed 
to and then broken into pieces by hand The midribs are aiSO 
Pieces and mixed with the leaf ponder 
ixe powder is then ready for sale (see plate facing page 173) 






Cakul a tobacco being made into powder 



Interior of a Bhuh factory in thp rhaivLf« i 

in iho « Ch^tar area sliowing the sieves uS' 
m the preparation o! b i tobacco mixtures 
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In Bengal, the Moithart ^anetv is cured m the sun bj spreading 
the green leaves on the ground or mat or a bamboo platform during 
the day At night the leaves are removed to a shed and this process 
IS contmued till the mid nbs become dry After this the dried 
’eaves are tied into hanks each containing 8 to 12 leaves These hanks^ 
ate then taken to a shed ^The^e they are hung on bamboo poles for 
further drying usually till the first monsoon shoivers are received 
7 hey are then bulked into heaps 

In Bihar, the dried plants are gathered m the e%emng and made 
into small heaps The heaps are opened up in the mornings The 
pbats are again allowed to rcmam in the heaps for another four da 5 's 
If however, the weather is cloudy (he process might be continued for 
12 to Id davs. The leavers are then stripped from the stem 

Booi^ak tohaecf lu the Untied Provinces is also cured m heaps. 
At Kampil m Parrukhabad district m the United Protinces which is 
famous lor its hoolak tobacco the wilted plants are collected into 
heaps which are left m the fic’d for two davs and then made into 
bundles of two or three leaves The bundles are again heaped up 
and stored m the barnstead and turned occasionallv till fiuallv cured 
Ih plants of Cfllctd'iQ ^anct' are dried m the sun after which II e> 
mav be either tied in bundles or Lsfed into ropes (Bus a) o* beaten 
into powder (see plate facing this page) 

la the Pwujab which grows hookah tobacco mainly, the wilted 
plants are heaped on (he ground m two or more rows In the heaps 
the plants are so arranged (bat their tops overlap m the centre of the 
heaps with the butts facing upwards. The heap is entered with heavy 
cloth and is allowed to remain as such for six to eight davs During 
this period fermentation s*ts in and the tobacco develops aroma 
After this the heap is examined If the leaves have developed a 
yellowish brown colour the heap is opened and the plants are aired in 
the sun for a short time In cese fermentation is not complete the 
heap is allowed to remain undisturbed If on the other hand the 
fermentation m the centre of the heap is complete with the top layers 
remaining nncured the heap is opened and re arranged in such a 
wav that the top layers go to the bottom and the bottom ones come to 
the top After the plants are aired the leaves are stripped from the 
stalks and twisted into ropes which are known as Bussa and 
Khahiars m the local parlance 

lu the Barth Tlcst Frontier Proitnce the curing of the hookah 
tobacco is dons by drving the plants on the field The leaves are 
exposed to the sun on both sides for two to three days each until they 
dry up After this m the early hours of the morning when the dew 
has fallen and the plants are wet thev are collected and carted to the 
house where the leaves are separated from the stalks and stacked 
in a room. The heap is covered with quilts or blankets with a view 
to Jetam moisture and avoid excessive evaporation In the case of 
snuff tobacco the plants are allowed to dry in the sun for 4 or 5 
davs aftp” which th°T are collected m the earlv hours of the mo’^ning 
After a we^k the uianf<5 are made into small bundles weighing about 

«:eers eaeli and bulked in the open sun and covered with some 
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matting After a weelv or so tlie stock is stirred and the bundlea 
niied in the sun foi a day The bandies are again heaped for another 
veek to complete the process ot drying, after which the produci, is 
ready for baling 

The method of curing tobacco m the Central Provinces is some 
what different The plants after wilting are removed to the hanest 
floor where they are arranged m parallel lajers of three or four 
plants in depth Between the two lines of tobacco a way about 
2 ft wide IS kept to facilitate handling The plants are allowed 
to remain in the layers foi three or four days and then water lo 
sprinkled o\er them m the evening so that the plants may remain 
damp overnight They are arranged in a heap earlj next morning 
The heaps are covered with Kadbt (Jowar Andropogan Sarghiim 
stalls) or bamboo matting and gunnjs so that fermentation may 
take place The plants are allowed to remain m this condition for 
three to five davs In tlie case of stripped leaves they are dried 
completely and then heaped on matting and sprinkled with just 
enough water to wet all the leaves They are then covered and kept 
for three to five days so that they may become soft and pliable 

In Burma the method of curing Kat hse is again different The 
dried leaves are heaped with the individual leaves fiat upper surface 
against lower under a covering of gunny or in a receptacle closed 
gainst air entry Here they remain for several days or even weeks 
during which time the rest of the crop is similarly treated When the 
^ole crop has been dried the flattened leaves are taken singly from 
the heaps lightly sprinkled with water (to which tamarind i3 
sometimes added to give flavour) ind bunched into hanks of 30 to 40 
leaves each 

_ chewing tobacco m the northern area of Mysore 

state the whole plants when cut are allowed to remain on the ground 
for 5 or 6 days after which they are turned over in the early 
morning to expose the other side They are kept in this manner 
for another or 6 days after which they are removed to the cunng 
sheds and bulked and re bulked for 15 to 20 days. The leaves are 
en separated from the stalks and tied into bundles according to 
their lengths 

(4) Pit cuuiNa 

As the name indicates the curing of the leaf is done in pits m 
the ground The method however u, not so common It is mostly 
found 111 the Pimmb Bombay and Madras where hookah and chewing 
tobaccos are cured in this way 

The Pumnb appears to he the most important province for pd 
curing Nearly all the tobacco grown m Jullundur, Ferozepur, 
tiujerat and Jbang distnets is pit cured The pits are hoed k 
reeds or some straw on all sides m order to prevent the mixing of 
earth When the pit is ready small heaps of wilted plants are 
arranged in layers m it In Ferozepur a layer or two of Ak (mdk 
weed calatropis) leaves are placed between the layers and this is 
supposed to increase the pungency of the cured leaf When the 
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plants are arranged in the pits, the top layer is cohered with stra^ 
and then heaped o%er with earth The top ot the pits stands 4 in — 
6 in above the ground so that ram water may not percolate in the 
*pit The plants are allowed to remain iQ the pit for about 6 — 8 days 
after which they are twisted into ropes or made into bundles 

In the southern tobacco tracts of the Bomhay Th'esidency, Pendis 
(bundles) are prepared from the tobacco cured in pits The plants 
on harvesting are sprinkled with water if there is no den They are 
then put m pits about 3 ft deep with a lining of Kadbt straw 
(Andr.-ipogan) on the sides and at the bottom The pit is covered 
with a gunny cloth over which a layer of iloiiar {Andropogin 
sorghum) stalks is placed The plants are weighted down with clods 
and stones The pits are opened up within 3 or 4 dajs The plants, 
are however allowed to remain m the pit for 10 or 12 dajs for kah 
(black) pendis The leaves are then stripped off the plants and made 
into bundles The pits are rectangular in shape and 2\ ft — J fr 
deep and are lined on all sides with leeds or straw 

In Afndras, however, the process is slightly different The dried 
plants when reinoi ed from the field are kept :a small heap of four or 
fire plants for a few days Tbej are then carted to a pit 6 ft deep, 
10 ft diameter at top and 8 ft diameter at bottom and filled well 
ftbove th"* pit for about 3 ft A lajer of tree leaves is used and 
the pit covered with mud The plants are kept m the pit for twelve 
to fifteen days On lemoval from the pit, the stem is cut into two 
halves, leaves aie stripped and strung up The leaves are kept m 
the open for three or four days and m the shade for a month with 
frequent turning 

Though the curing in pits provides shelter against winds, ram 
and hailstorm, there is the danger of overheating in the pits if thej 
are not opened up at the proper tune 

D — Sorting, bulking and re-conditzomng. 

After the tobacco leaf is cured, it may be sorted into different 
qualities bulked for some time for fermentation, and reconditioned 
in the case of cigarette tobacco Excepting in Bengal, Bihar, 
Madras, Mvsore and Burma sorting of cured leaves into different 
qualities is not practised to anj appreciable extent Bulking is 
done by piling the cured leaf into heaps when it ferments on account 
of swea'mg resuftirg from the moisture contained m the leaf A 
certain amount of fermentation in heaps helps to drive out excess 
moisture and is considered to improve the flavour and aroma Re 
conditioning is a process hj which the amount of moisture contained 
m the cured leaf is regulated and is considered essential for better 
qualities of cigarette tobaccos 

(1) Bengat 

Leaves as a rule are sorted out hj the growers who sell their crop 
la a semi cured state The final curing of the crop is done by the 
merchants or on tbeir behalf by the commission agents who have 
mrge curing slieds and waiehonses for coring, sorting, bundling and 
bulking of tobacco 
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The sorting of leaves is done to suit the requirements of mdm 
dual merchantb Sand leaves ot both JaU and Motthan varieties 
knovvn as Bzshpat are sorted out and bulked separately The brittle 
leaves of Jati varietj are kept separate and go under the name of 
Poolah in Calcutta market 

In Jati varietj thick heavy and bioiad leaves are separated 
from thin light and pointed leaves the former being meant for 
wrappers and fillers ot cheroots and for chewing for despatch to 
Rangoon and the latter for despatch to Moulmem in Burma 

111 lilotihan variety the •smaller leaves are sorted out and go 
under the name of Vilaj/oti or BilayaU while the bigger leaves are 
sold as Votihan 


A-ftci taking out the tobicco leaves from the curing •ihed*' they 
are tied into 'mall hundlfs each containing 13 to 15 leaves In 
tying these bundles earc is til en to put the best quality leaves on the 
outside of the bundles the poorer leaves going at the centre The 
bundles ire then bull etl in circular staci s with the buttends of the 
leaves showing on the outside The stacks are not disturbed for a 
fortnight or ••o after winch they arc opened The bottom and top 
layers of leaf arc placM at the centre while the middle layers go at 
the top and bottom This process of rearranging the bulk is done 
frequeutlv to prevent overheating m the bulk and to obtain uniform 
colour Daring the tl rec months April to June re stael mg may 
have to I e done mi os ni inv as 8 occasions and the staci s have to be 
examined periodicalh to see if there ls over heating At the time of 
re staci mg the best qinlitv leaf bundles arc put at the top 
and sides of the stack as it is at this time that the final sale to 
exporters or manufacturers takes place 
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tobacco gets reduced to fine powder or dust This is knovm locally 
as dkas aud used foi cheap snuff and hookah tobacco The different 
^rpes of tobacco powders thus prepared are then filled in gunnj bags 
which are then stacked one o^er the other m a godown for maturing 

In the preparation of leaf bundles the cured lea^es are tied 
mto small bundles, the best lea\es being placed uppermost on each 
side of the bundle and the poorer ones going into tbe middle These 
bundles are then heaped for fermentation The heap is re arranged 
periodically to present excessive fe’^nientation and tbe leaf gets ready 
for the marl et u thip about 4 to 6 weeks after it is first bundled and 
stacked Afterwards tbe bundle^ are baled and stacked one o^ er the 
other in a godown 


(3) Madras 

In the Guntur district, tbe Tir^ftiua cigarette leaf is unloaded 
from the barn in the coolness of the e\ening kept m shade oiemight 
an*d bulked into heaps on (he follotriajr mornmg Bulking consists 
in arranging tbe cured Iea^•»s along uith tbe stnng to which they 
arc tied, in heaps on i raised platform m «uch a uay that the butt 
ends show themselres outside at the penpherv of the heap The 
raised platform helps the free circulation of air underneath tbe 
bulk and this preients tbe formation of moulds on the leaves 
Tbe sire of tbe bull iar)e« in accordance with the qiiantitv of leaf 
produced bi an indiiidual fanner but in the case of a small grower 
It generally consist® of fifti strings of leaves The bullvS are covered 
with mats or tarpaulins Fermentation <ood sets in the bulk and a 
certain amount of heat is generated on account of sweating due to 
the moisture contained in the leaves The bulks are therefore dis 
turbed and rearranged once in two or three davs m the initial stages 
and at leaS frequent intervals afterwards It is tbe usual practice 
to examine the bulk at least once a week to «ee if it has become too 
warm inside In tbe process of bulking the slight greenish tin"e of 
the leaves turns mto vellow and the leaves become ®oft and phable 
In the case of growers who hive entered into contract with tbe Indian 
Leaf Tobacco Development Co Ltd to deliver leaf of different 
grades tbe tooacco is graded at this stage After grading the leaf is 
uaeked into loo®e bales In tbe ea®e of other growers, it is tlie usual 
practice to bale the leaf without grading but after removing trash 
and spoiled leaves 

M'lth regard to countrv (Aot«) light tobacco bulking is begun 
immediatelv after the leaves are drv on a cold dewv morning The 
stnngs of cured leaves are folded and kept in a dark room in a poorly 
ventilated corner The heaps are disturbed and re arranged once in 
2 or 3 davs m the beginning and at the less frequent intervals of 
about a week to 10 davs a month later Tbe strings of leaves are 
then packed m open bundles Barely are the leaves graded except 
probably for the removal of trash and spoiled leaves The bales are 
then carted to the buyer’s godown In the case of country (Kaiu) 
darker tobaeve, the bulks are shifted and re-arranged at longer uter 
vals of about a fortnight to a month At the time of re arranging 
the bulk a weak solution of jaggery and myrobalans is sprayed layer 
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by laj-cr ou leaves and this is snpposed to de\clop a reddish colour 
Md aroma m the leaies After the growers have completed the 
bulking operations the cigarette leaf is sold to exporters and manu 
facturers The purchased leaf is then carted to the leaf worknur 
factories of the exporters and manufacturers. The loose bales as 
recened from the growers are then untied m these factories and 
graded into different qualities in accordance with the gradimr rrac 
tio« adopted hr mdmdoal merchants Tud manufacturS (scs 
plate fating page 1/6) After grading the leaf mar be ^tripped 
hJTT" stripping is done bv remonas Iv 

band the mid rib to the extent of ^ to two thirds of its len-th It 
Ls the ucual practice to strip all Virginia flue cured cigarette leaf 
grade Sim.larlv the first grade 
W?/ri intended for export to England is also stripped. 

Larger portions of the exports to England consist of stripped leaf 

IS and stripping operations are o%er the leaf 

exnortPTK: ^ A ^ dried For this purpose all the leading 

porters and cigarette manufactiirers u«e the re ordenmr or rt- 
m eaclTof'wlHcWi consists of a senes of three chambers 

l^-if IS pa«se<-l thrnntl!’!f* f°'i regulated The tobacco 

fitron” air oiirrpnt'^^Tvf^^ * chamber under the action of steam and 
lies m th/» far* fiiat 'J-Q'ficance of the re-conditionmg proces> 
helpiD" to kill tbp 1 *^ f^-dries the leaves to cniform moisture besides 
bf the' high t mri;X' leaf 

machine The tobacco >n the first chamber of the 

^ft and phabl tbe pUnt is in a 

Immediateh afterwards moisture 

hogshpids The So if 

!<» considered to kppn k jedried bv the re conditioning plant 

without mue! deteriLttl"’* 

fact that the hi-’h imnoM On account of this and the 

of weight of tobacco H,p ,mT!At? ^“-land are collected on the basis 

Indian merchantN who havp^i^^'^ nsHallr prefer to buv leaves from 
that the tobS It 

mg plants sdis m thp merchants possessing re^iondition 

b>?her price than he at a slmhtlr 

•nich facilities Thp rnct ^^Ported hr merchants who have not got 
IS verv lu<.i, ^ machine and other equipments however 

-k.ch..b„oS ,irme,Tof ™Sl >'»»»’ 

ordenno- plants owratiTT t exporters The number of re- 

to 13 wbirare^ipfp^"/”!’® ^ I" 1*^37 if rose 

cigarette tobacco Tbp to have re dried about 25 million lb of 
estimated at about 15 ““mber of machines operating in I93S is 
these machines that the cLt^ exporters possesnng 

pies per lb and that tbp p-»-f cc-drving comes ronghlv to about 3 
1 and that the extra prices realised is about 6 pies per lb 

dency bulkin^^s^donVbv'^a”*' grown in the Madras Presi 

JS disturlied and re-arraTio-pa^Tf”"^*^" V?® ®*^^od leaves in heaps which 
tntion Tf the weather prevent excessive fermen 

and this practice of darnmn^^ib sprinkled on the heaps 

H uce or damping the leaves is more prevalent m the 
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tetncts of Madiira Kainnad 

K’Srr-d .raeSSaS^ spn^ued oa ..e pfaato 


(4) BlH&R 

.he planta — “‘to ftS 

the leaves are separated ft™ ^ leaves C^tirlioa) form 

size and situation on the P'aut 'Ite (CHiabiw) and top 

the first quality foUoived by the locally known as Donj> “ 

leaves tRaiafi) 'f “°“T?°^eaves of each of these qualiti^ are 

cured and sold separately 'X’“ntamm|! 8 to 10 leas es These 

then bundled separately, 0“'’' '’"’';“' “ ,jeap on a paUd or Pjaetered 
small bundles are then arrangrf , e„tly at an interval of 5 to 1 
door The heaps are ht”hen UP J the bulk may be 

days and again rebuilt “ ‘tat ove h t^ 

avoided The process is “utmned t r tobacco except that 

the procedure followed in the caM of ' 
sorting of leases is usualli not practised 
(5) Other areas 


In the I lilted *''' helo^or'^CaliJ for about 2 days 

ISitapur district) are hulhed m a heap or bundles T^ 

after which the leases “ The heaps are examined 

bundles are then again ^eans turned oier and the 


bundles are then again bulked heaps turned over and the 

periodica ly when water '\^P71woV rtree months after which the 
process is continued for about , ^c the practices observed 

leaf becomes dry and strong --col that the leaves are not 

in the case of Colcijflm p no sorting and bulking 

separated from the plant J“ bundling or roping good 

15 done to an) extent In the coume oi p.„OTrs put better 

and bad plants are mixed ‘og?"’", ,h“ time of preparing ropes 
qnabty plants on the outside at the e >;„j,h West Frontier 
Isuasa) from cured tobacco We„ are dried the leaves 

Province after the plants of the I.ooI"h “ one of the living 

are separated from the rfem and jgaves is covered with quid® 

rooms of the grower The bulk drymv too much After 

or old blankets to prevent the ^jn the case of Josiiur 

about a week the leaves become rcadv fo ^ 

tobacco the dried plants are leaped mt b about 2i 

the hulk IS broken up and the plants are ^ 

seers each The bundles arc 1^™ “ , ,aath matting After about 
open sun the heap being "Siudl' bundles are aired 

a week or so the heap m again h , P jor another weel 

for a day They are then again luM 

after which the produce is packed m bales 

In Mysore the flue cured “pc'ia^d^ to 6 feet high 

platforms The bulks arc about » to 8 tee D 

The leaves are so arrauged lu lb= tadk that tne ^ ^ tarpaulin 

tATvnrds the inside The to ptess dovm the hulk In 

and wooden planks with weights ^ ,jjto rellow The huU «• 

bulking the greenish tinge on the leaf turns 
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Lh i l=kt KIOMDS in the bulk for about a mouth or till 
Mch 1 ™/ IS done on the basis of coloor md 

to the tat *'*■■'“5 “Id sponging, etc Duo 

cm™ ^fJii, ^i, *'“* “ ““«• according to site after 

sweahn” 1*^ h bundled The bundles are then bulked in a heap for 

St Lee , “f; a c ’■'“I’ “ '"■"■"h ”P P”d ‘ts >»* 

^ ™ begmoing and once in ten days after 

toSLo iSves*'' '"'“‘‘"P fadPi^d m the case of J* and sntif 

chero™™ft~^“ ‘’!® PP'Psrahon "I tobacco (^-hse) tor strong 
nomal nrntLel''!™ '“i “ according to their sizes, the 

m the 2ud and l“?tL*° ’’1* ^ “ ‘“”5 ‘'P™" “ «■' 1*^ 
leaf hanks “ ^ 1 ^ u ?" 2''‘* B^Pde After curing the 

catTiM n sL, ^11. . 1 .*'” * "“‘"’“Pds, into a fermentation heap 

3 t7orL ft m hl'*^ “suallj about 6 ft m diameter and 

togethei but the tol i BPsdes Nos 1 and 2 are often heaped 

The heaps are hrluL^ Btode is almost mianably heaped separately 
bulk gets hot dn7t t periodieallj whenever the leaf inside the 
ot ihf eaf bundll IP" In rebuilding them the posittoa 

to s“ XiS" J. .? even fermenfatiou Four 

approximately ^^7 °i 9 Sfadually increasing inter\als of 

OPS %h, h,n^ "> 30 days until heating m the 

into fermentatton h..t “»'l"™d leaves of Xat S„ are bn.lt 

this case the eomparatneto d™^l.‘'‘' “1* J'y excepting that in 
rebuilding of the bulk less mTesiarr '' ' 

. ® —Bundling and packing 

(1) Benoal 

about 2 small bundles, each weighing 

the.e bunSs thTleS time of tying 

In the case of leaf exoorte/tA n spread and flattened 

and flattened and to faStfalo 1^® 

water to make them nliablp leaves are first sprayed with 

pared for different ^ i, * Different types of bundles are pre 
Moulmein etc buT the Sf*f “ ^re Ran goon Akyab 

holding their butt enrle .r. ^ “®***°d ’3 to arrange the leaves by 

shape of a palm of W Se’toS?.? appears of the 

string or cotton tape Geneill^“J^ ^ coloured 

l^eaves are arranged on the superior (Luality 

being put in the centre The bnnrTi ^ bundle the inferior ones 
and stitched to- form a bale^ 

to a maund and ten seers weighs from about a maund 

(2) Bombat 

buudt to’’7;e 'izz sfrndt,'’L'rhT s 
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A hogshead of cigarette lea! 
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trro classes acoorduig to the cdonr ol the leaves namely Lai Bandhan 
and Kaia Bandhan The leaves m Lai Bandhan are yelloTvish broivn 
to reddish brown with spots whereas the leaves m Kala Bandhan are 
dark to jet black In the i^tpant area the bundles are called Hatpan 
and jPendis, the former being snnilar to the Lai Bandhan of the 
Charofar area Generallv m making the bundles the leaves are 
separated from the stem on a dewy mornmg so that they maj be moist 
and tied into bundles Care is tal cn that the leaves are not too 
moist so that the colour of the bundles inav not turn dark brown 
or black Bundles mar be made with or without spreading the 
leaves la Vlh the ea^^s the best leaves are arranged on tne 
top and the bottom and the inferior leaves are placed in the middle 
The bundles of Hatpan are prepared b% selecting 3 or 4 be=t quality 
leaves ^elected from each plant Each bundle contains 20 to 30 
leaves Pendis are prepared m a somewhat different way Thej 
are made of pit cured tobacco The leaves ire on stripping from 
the pilots dnided into two grades The superioi lca\es 
are used fyj the outside lavers and the inferior one on 
placed below In the ^ipant area the bundles (see plate facing this 
page) weigh 6 to 12 lb whereas in Safara tbev neigh 2o to 40 lb 
In certain parts hov■e^e^ smaller bundles of 19 to 20 leaves are aloo 
prepared 

The ))undles are usuallv packed m bales each weighing 160 to 
ISO and *.40 lb The sizes of bale>. are 40 in X 28 in X 14 in and 
40 in X 28 in X "6 in respectively SmaUer bales of 100 and 200 Jb 
are made for tride with S/annf Abu and jlaruar Bigger bales ol 
400 ]l are also made The bales of maunds are used for evport to 
Aden for which a lining of straw is put The bales m tins case are 
about 4 ft long and 4 ft X 2| ft at one end and 4 ft X 2| ft or 3 ft 
at the other end (see plate facing this page) These bales are slightly 
tapering at one end 

The bidi tobacco powder is packed m gunm bags in both the 
Charofar and Aipanj areas Either onlv one bag is used or two are 
joined together to form a bigger container The smaller sized bag is 
'about 4’’ inches long and contains about 100 to I'^O lb of tobacco 
powder -uhile the bigger sized package weighs about 200 Ih and is 
Over 7o inches long inth 56 inches girth 
(3) Madras 

In the Guntur area growers pad strings of Virginia and conntr'. 
CSafti) tobacco leaves in loose and open bales but covered with 
gunnv doth on the two end sides The manufacturers and esporters 
unloosen the leaves from the strmg grade and strip them and then 
Pcck after rednirg either with the help of a reconditioning plant or 
in the sun The packing is done m gnnnv bales wooden cases or 
hri<T;,heads the leif m each of the three tvpes of packages being 
pressed close bv means of a hvdraulic press and b^ trampling The 
leaf exported to Japan is packed entireh in bales (sec plate facing 
PTge 184) Exports to the United Kingdom are also packed in 
bales though during the past three or four years the use of hogsheads 
and ca<5es appears to be on the increase particularly m packing the 
higher j.rades r>f Virginia Sue cured leaf (see plates facing pages 
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and hddVabont’^LV'lb %Xo if f X 16 m. 

leaf bale is first ^annJ preparing bales, tie 

date palm mattinr* tL Jh i ^ * 

Tbe wooden cases'’r'eJprsl) ^ stitched m gunny cloth, 

to contain about 300 1 X 29 in X 29 in. 

about 2o0 lb of tobacco leff “i ^ 

before mekinn- Mi» la,# * are lined with water proof paper 

used feSnoi' ‘ If of hogshead a 

hold SSO lb of leaf height and 44 inches m diameter to 

trom^Vbromf'mMh “f "' hogsheads hare to be imported 

eapensire are Zrmd 'he Lmted States and as Sl.eb bemg 

cases also do not appear to f ordiparv exporters Wooden 

The American tobju'^ra easily obtainable in tb“ Guntur area, 

received m ho^sbear « 

luanufaeturers in EiilaD/tb!.t'f^'"i *# general opinion of 

than in balas anil *k inatnro better in hogsheads 

leaf IS packed m bales >s more damage b% breakage when the 

the po'ssibilmes of orena/»!> therefore desirable to investigate 

lines ot preparing hogsheads from local wood 

the toba"co SmtoTalS wh^cl u^l°^ toaftmg is used in packing 

100 lb m Coimbatore & to Taluk, 

2 feet square and 9 incbS deeS *" size oeiaff 

district IS also nackM tobacco in the West Godavan 

^es and wejghing from gO^t^ Tarring m 

Ki<5tua district are al o na.»vJ,? Lanloi produced m 

.•''xe each we,ghiV‘bZ“,if I" P?'™ ey nmtt.ng but are of latter 
the method of packim? i n.., , distnets alse 

about 30 in X ^5 ,n v o ,1^ The bales m Madura measure 

ehewino and <ui]ff tofieco ^b In Manf-alore 

eotered i jtb oidiir lear#« ^ tV Peeled m cvhndncal bundles 
each weighs 14 to o maunds * ^ bundles are of varving sues and 


(4) Bihar 

Bthar are first tiedtntti T'llayoti varieties grown in ^orih 

10 leave* These bundles^ri bundles each containing S to 

and tied with sfr nffc r ^ ™ ™*de into bales wrapped in ^traw 

are rectangular m shrfe but The bundles 

6 maunds ^ different weights varying from 3} to 


(5) OlIIER AREAS 

arc eitl er twistef ^ cured plants of Caleuifta vanetv 

eoch weighinfaVniu' M To 

Fallas) wei<*hin"' ahnnt n — a “ into bales (Gonas or 

mallets Chewin" tobacco powdered with wooden 

two to five leav^ w>,i r h^ever made into small Iiank-s of 
nve leares rt.eh are then tied ,pto larger bandies each 
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A bale oi leaz tobacco from Bibar. 
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Tveighxng about 4 to 5 Ib (see plate facing tins page) The flue 
cured cigarette leaf produced near Saharanpur is packed m gunnf 
doth tach bale weighs about 360 ib and measures about 2 ft X 
3 ft X 3 ft In the Punjab, the tobacco is packed m gunny cloth 
and each package weighs about 14 to 2 maunds Larger-sized pack 
ages are also prepared hi tying tobacco m date palm mattings (see 
plate facirg page '•88) In Sind, the cured tobacco leaf is packed 
m Pindu made of mattings and each Pindi weighs about l-j to 2i 
maunds when packed Gunny bags are also used for packing instead 
of Ptndts 

In Vijsore huh and snuff tobacco leaies are made into bales by 
packing them m date palm mats secured by means of ropes The size^. 
and weights of bales lary and each bale mav weigh from 2 to 6 local 
maunds of 32 lb each Stdi powdei is packed tight in gunny bags 
Chewing leaf is also packed in mattings to form a bale 

In Burma the leaves are first tied into small bundles of 20 to 40 
leares These bundles are then packed in large bamboo baskets 
each of which holds about 360 lb of leaies as in upper Burma In 
lower Burma small hales each weighing about 93 lb are prepared by 
packing the leaves m gunny cloth 

P— Cost of preparation for market 
So far as the grower is concerned the cost of preparation for 
market consists of expenses incurred on harvesting sorting and carry 
mg the green leaf curing bulking sorting of cured leaf bundling and 
packing The following figures indicate the average cost of prepara 
tion for market incurred bv growers in different areas — 

Average cost of 
preparation 
(Per maund ) 


India 


Rs 

A 

p 

Bengal 


1 

1 

0 

Bombay 

{Lai 6idt powder) 

0 

8 

8 

Botnbav 

(Iiilio bid* powder) 

0 

6 

4 

lladras 

(Flue cured leaf) 

5 

10 

0 

lladras 

(Otner types) 

2 

7 

3 

Bihar 


2 

2 

0 

United 

Provinces 

0 

9 

9 

Punjab 


0 

15 

11 

Central 

Provinces and Berar 

1 

2 

0 

Smd 


1 

14 

9 

Jtysore 

(Chewing) 

0 

15 

0 

klysore 

(Snuff) 

2 

1 

0 

Baroda 

(Judi or bundle) 

2 

12 

6 

Purmo 


0 

15 

1 
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It IS thus apparent that the cost of preparing flue cured leaf is 
the highest being about Ea 5 10 0 per maund or a little over 1 anna 
per lb The cost of preparing leaf bundles in Baroda (of the type 
exported to Aden) comes to Rs 2 12 6 per maund The lowest cost 
IS that of preparing bidt powders in Bombay In this case the curing 
IS done by the simplest process of drying* the leaf m the sun and 
apart from harvesting and cnnng there are no other costs like 
those of sorting bulking and even packing Packing is arranged 
for by the buyers after the bidt powder is purchased on the eulti 
vators holding 

Apart from the fact that the preparation of flue cured leaf for 
the market is most expensive additional costs have to be mcurred 
by manufacturers and exporters lu the matter of further grading 
stripping stemming pressing and packing At Guntur the cost 
of grading comes to about Rs 240 toEs 280 per b^e of 250 lb 
while the charges for stripping pressing and packing m bales come 
respectively to Rs 2 80 Rs ^0 Rs 012 0 per 250 Ib of packed 
leaf In the ease of country (Natu) the cost of removing stems 
from the leaves comes to about Rs 2 per 250 lb of processed leaf 
The cost of redrying with the aid of a re conditioning plant comes 
to about Rs 4 per bale of 2 d 0 lb 







189 


[Preparation for Market. 

INTEB-CHAPTER POTJB 

The preparation for market really begins with 
harvesting but attention needs to be drawn to the im- 
poi'tancG of pie haiTest operations such as topping and 
suckenng Plants which grow luxuriously and produce 
daik gieen leaves should not be topped if it is desired to 
have the leaf sufficiently light and of fine texture for 
cigarettes and cigars It is desiiable, however, to nip 
the top ofE weak growing plants on ordei to get good 
body in the leaf, and in the case of leaf for indigenous 
consumption in the form of hookah and chewing tobacco, 
to obtain a coaise thick texture topping is indispensihle 

The main steps m the prepaiation for market are 
harvesting, curing followed by sorting, bulking and re- 
conditioning and finally bundling and packing 

The harvestmg of tobacco for cigarettes, pipes, 
cigars and cheroots is done leaf by leaf in stages as the 
plant matures, beginning with the bottom leaves and 
working upwards Harvestmg should be done in the 
early mormng or evening since direct heat of the sun is 
to be avoided Only mature leaves should be picked 
This stage is generally uidicated by the leaves turning 
a yellowish green colour and becoming brittle The 
leaves after picking may be heaped m the field over- 
night and carted to the curing bam the following 
mo rnin g 

In the case of bidi tobaccos and those intended for 
hookah and chewing, the entire plant is harvested by 
cutting it within 2 or 3 mehes from the ground as soon 
as the majority of the leaves show signs of maturity 
This in the case of hidt tobacco is indicated by the leaves 
turning yellow and having characteristic spots of a 
reddish brown colour The cut plants are then kept in 
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} , e being camed to the curing yaid wheie the 
be ttei tjT^es maj be lackcuied in the sbr^ Th 

ha« to f lianestiug, wiltmg and diying 

iia^e to be caiefullj studied in each case 

comiM'ted'n H Psri'aps the most impoitant operation 
berninc® i ? P’o^^tion of tobacco and has a great 
of V Im 0 ^ The producer 

mai cof “Saictte tobacco, foi Lmple, 

Eiadf len f r 1“”“^ “ P" P' piepared first 

giainri,n“ fiftli g'-ade and tie 

«u piopei curing ‘''“'“'’’Si not entuely, depend 

in 1 °'^'^ Piiucipal methods 'of cunug adopted 

gicmd sm ?’ o™ curing, lack-curmg, 

two tliiiL of tbi piteming More than 

Raei cunne , °'‘’'C‘0P m India is ground cured 

curing a httlc o '““ted at about one fouith and pit 
cuiing IS s' eroni rf 

crop ® ^ ^ ^ applied to about 2 per cent of the 


be .ipprcd^prontaLvl Piocess and can only 

iiniring *" kaf H is an art r<r 

cated operations c'“'’7^“S out the comph 

cial conditions CaiSY^ 

humidity are essem al fcmpeiature and 

the light of enneiii! ’ r”'' '“"’c *“ be modified m 

from one part of tbe'^' '“^’’’ict to another, and 

accordance will i *“ ™a‘ber and also m 

Cinairaftc?n'’c'P'''’'''“'’'<’‘'>dcd into the bam 
pioccss falls into tLt'™'"^'^ worlang, the cunug 

of the leaf at a temne, t ™ ‘“c S'cHomag 

for a pcnod of en “ 1 ";'’ ’’“Sn-S fiom 8ST to 100‘F 
sisls of fiain horns The second stage con 

of ftnng the colour by holding the leaf at about 
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120°F for 16 to 24 hours During this stage the mois- 
tuie fiom the leases is allowed to escape through the 
ventilators Duimg the last stage of drying out the 
leat, the ventilators are closed and the tempeiatuie 
raised to 165°£' Thereaftei the leaf is generally left 
in the bam ovei night with doors open so that it absorbs 
moisture troin the air and peimits of leady hand’ ng 
the next morning If the outside atmosphere is dry, 
watei IS spnnhled on the fiooi and the ventilatois clo'^ed 

The methods of curing need further study A lecent 
experiment has shown that by adopting a sapping system 
which consists of lapidly laising the temperature in the 
first stages to burst the sap cells, the time involved in the 
process can be consideiably reduced so that the quantity 
handled by a single barn in the couise of a season can be 
increased appieciabl> The whole proce«s seems cap 
able of still furthei modification and improvements 

Hack curing is much simpler than flue curing In 
this case the green leaves are cured on stiings tied to 
posts specially erected for the purpose usually in the 
diade Thic method is commonlv followed in the 
Madras Presidenev for country (Natu) cigarette leaf, 
cigar, cheroot and snuff tobaccos , m the Bombay 
Presidency, Baroda and Kolhapur for ltdt, chewing and 
smokmg tobaccos , m Bengal for cheroot and hookah 
tobaccos , in Kizam^s Dominions foi cheroot and htd\ 
types and in Assam for hookah tobaccos In Burma 
about 25 per cent of the ciop is rack cured The pro 
cess commonly followed is foi the leaves to be tied to 
strings two oi thiee yards long These are then folded 
and piled on the floor ovei night and covered durmg the 
flay After lying for about 36 houis a fairly good yeJow 
colour develops The stimgs are then unfolded art 
tied to racks arranged in the open fields where they are 
protected bv a covering of mats When completelr 
dried the leaves are bulked, preferably on a cold dewv 
niiOAE 
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mormnff If it is desiied to obtain a daiker Jeaf the 
leaves aie hai-\ested duiin^ tbe beat of the day Ttej 
are not bulked but tied to strings and immediately fijed 
on lacks m tne open field where they are allowed to re 
mam loi about 1 ’ months The jiiocess vanes 
what fiom one di^^tnct to another and also needs careful 
'studv m detail 


Gi omid cm mg is the most common method of curing 
tobacco thioughout India geueially The u‘ 5 ual process 
IS 01 the plants to be spiead on the giound m the early 
moinmg and collected into lieaps m the evening The^e 
heaps aie tuined over occasionally to pievent over 
ea mg although it is essential to bung about a certain 
amount of fermentation The pi oce^s is continued until 
e mi rib is quite drj and the leaf turns fully bioo 
iJie process lines aecoidmg to tlie ts-pe of tobacco and 
lU some cases it maj be necessarr for tbe heaps to be 

til® 

0 ermentation and render the leaves soft and 

1 iiar Je 


tip mam areas the leaves 

tnd iiel qnalihes-a kind of rongb 

leaf 1 bulked by piling the cured 

t as tn I™'’" -.lloived to ferment 

improvertTfl 

improre the flavour ind aroma 



Eecouditioning is a pioeess by which the amount of 
moistme contained m the cuted leaf is artificially re- 
gulated This IS applied only to cigarette and pipe 
tobacco and is consideied e^^ential ni the pioduction of 
the better qualities paiticulailv foi export Pnoi to 
reconditioning, sucli leaf is geneialh ‘^tupped hy leinov 
mg about two thuds of the mid rili In the pioce s of 
lecondPionmc the tobacco i- nas«e(l thioiisb a senes 
ot thiee cliamb^is in each of which the heat and humidity 
are regulate 1 that tl c Jeat cinciges in a soft pliable 
condition nd contnns oniy 10 to 12 pei tent of moisture 
It IS es'O-iitial m such ca’^es that tlie leaf ■'hould he pached 
immediately, preferably in Iiogsheads 

The methods of bundhug and packing \ary with the 
distnct and the tjqie of tobac-’o Geneiallv m nnlong 
bundles the Jeares are sepaiated tioin the ''tern on a deu v 
luoming and put into bundles of al)ont 20 oi SO leaves 
geneiall} with the best leave'> on the outride The butt 
ends are tied with stiuig oi cotton t^pe The bundles 
aie then packed in guimi « loth stitcned to foim a bale 
the weight of wlucb \aii8s « ■>n«ideiahlv In the ca«5e 
of cigaiette tobacco, packing nn\ be done gu my 
bales, wooden case^ oi hogslietcl<? the leaf in even ca«e 


It is undei -stood that at pie^eiit hogsheads have to 
be imported from abioad, niostlv fiom the United States 
of America and as such aie berond the reach of ordinarv 
exporters It appear®; to he difficult tf> obtain even 
V ooden ea'^cs In view of the fact that it is essential to 
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keep the tobacco in good condition till the cigarette leaf 
matures it would be well if packers were in a position to 
obtain hogsheads made from Indian wood at a reason- 
able price. 



CHAPTER V— ASSEMBLDfG 
A — Agencies engaged in assemljliDg 
In the case of tobacco as in other agricultural commodities, 
assembimg is by far the most important stage m marketing smce 
at this point the grower converts lus crop into cash 

The following chart shows m a general way the agencies 
engaged m the assembimg aud distribution of farm cured tobacco — 


GROWER OR VILLAGE MERCHAKT 
Commisaion »gent or broker 


Coiamuaioa 

(Vi A7eboa«ein&ii ond Mockut ) 

I 


Wliol«ale inercbant 
{frooi oats d«) 


MasTtfaetaren B«Uil«nof &!4nof»ctimTi 
raw tobaeco 
&adotb«r 
wholesalon 


VillAge uerch&nt 


Wbole»»le merchant 
(fh>m outude) 


Wholesale Conmussioa agent 

taercbant (wareho semaa 

(from onUide) and stockists) 


V, holesale 
merchant 

oatnde) 


ilumlac- Retailers 
tniers of raw tobacco 
and other 
wholesaler® 


Betters Jlanufac 
of raw tnrer* 
tobacco 
aud other 
wholesalers 
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It may be, however, noted that the list of intermediaries is by no 
means eshaustn e and complete, thoagh, m general, the chart shows 
the channel of distribution of farm cared tobacco for internal con 
sumption in all the tobacco prodneing areas of the country 

Growers sometimes tahe their prodnce to a regular or penodical 
market or fair for sale Some of the well to do growers supplement 
their load buying produce of their neighbours Tobacco is how 
ever verr rareh taken to market h\ the grower himself, chieflv 
because there are extremeK few regular markets for tobacco m the 
producing areas A desire to have ready cash soon after liairest 
defectne means of transport to the assembling centres and the 
complicated and varying market practices and multiplicity of 
market charges aie •.ome of the other reasons which explain the pi^ 
viUa°es frrowers to «el! their crop m their own 

Villa'^e ho muas and money lenders mav buy tobacco from 
Rovers from tbe.r own and surrounding villages and sell it to visiting 
hiivers in a nearbv market Thev deal mamlv in other 
minni like grain oilseeds etc and tobacco generallv has a 
\ill9r.o trade In Eyderabcd and Buniiii, the local 

tobacco to plar a dominant part in assemblmz 

/tineraut dealers {eg phenat and paiXors) who go from vulaje 
loa^s quantities from prodocers transporting the 

imnortanri. found to occupy any place of 

th^ffet tl Hf avemblmg of tobacco wbieh seems to be due to 
tranvr on ^ particularly liable to be damaged during 

... ... f of tobacco crop u assembled bv wholesale 

^ro ants ai cl manufacturers who n^it the tobacco growing nUages 
and comnliLc?*^"^* ullage bunii/ds and rtahoinTf! who act as brokers 
a?e aS T the hamgas and mchajans 

wTeS! that they are possessed of the 

the localities < 3 ^ *^*'*’^ wnditions the men and the customs of 

their at'enf Tny ^^times the merchants and manufacturers send 
their agent for making purchases in this manner 

nrodnpts^liVa commerenl concerns which manufacture tobacco 
thrash tW «^«terial from grower, 

through their own special purchasing organizations 

thouS'°fhf leaf from the growers for curmg 

SiTa'r areas ^ mamlv confined to the (?unfur Vgsore and 

p,,. and dalals —In most markets like Nipani, Rangpur, 

Dakmgsarai Hazro etc the commission 
feSma^Lud wh undertake the functions of war^ 

buy nn ® tuerehant and in the latter capacitv may 

tobacco nrortn ^ 't account \ considerable portion of the 
0 produced in India is assembled throngh du/uls and ar^af»V<JJ 
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m their capacitj as wholesale merchants They assemble the bulk ot 
tae tobacco crop m Bengal Bihar, Bombay, the United Provinces, 
Baroda and Cooch Behar la Assam, Punjab and North West 
Frontier Province also the arhatiyas assemble a considerable portion 
of the local produce UsualK thej ha^e large godowns and ware 
houses for the final drMn® of tohatco and «absequent sorting and 
bulking 

The part plaj ed bj co operati\e sale organisations m assembling 
tobacco IS insignificant as will be explained later 

B — Methods of assembling and sale 
(1) GenebaI/ 

Unlike other igneultural products the most common method of 
sale adopted bi tobacco growers is to sell the crop in their own 
villages and it ij, estimated that four fifths of the crop is disposed of 
m this manner The se\eral methods of selling adopted by the 
growers in \arious parts of India and Burma may be grouped 
into — 

(o) selling standing crop , 

(b) selling green leaf after hanest to local professional 

curers 

(c) selling the cured crop m villages , 

(d) selling the cured crop on contract basis , 

(e) selbng the cured crop m markets and 

(/) selling tlirough co operative sale societies 

(a) The method of selling the crop while it is still standing in 
the field is common in the Nipaiii area of the Bombay Presidency, 
north Bthar and Dethi Province It is aKo followed to a smaller 
extent in other area* It is f-jtiinaled that m the Nipani. area about 
three fourths of the growers s,ell their ciop m this manner while 
the proportion of growers selling their tobacco in this way m north 
Bthar is roughlv estimated at about one fourth to one third The 
extent of such sales m Delhi ptoiince is estimated at about two 
thirds of the total annual crop In such sale> the buyer may take 
delnerv immediatelj after the green crop gets ready for curing, 
and do his own curing as in north Bihar or the crop may be delivered 
to the bluer after curing as in the Atpant area and De’hz 

(i) The svstem of «elhng green leaf sfter hsrvest to expert 
curers is found to be common onlr in Giintitr md Mysore areas In 
Guntur, the method is adopted onl\ m the case of Virginia cigarette 
leaf which i> sold hv a few growers in green condition to owners of 
fine curing bams In Mysore, the Virginia cigarette leaf is sold in 
green condition bv the growers to the ilvsore Tobacco Co, Ltd 
The system is also prevalent for indigenous types of tobacco grown 
m the iUysore State and it is estimated that between two thirds to 
three fourths of the crop is Sold in green state by the growers to 
bmers irho specialise in curing 

(r) The method of selling tobacco after curing in rte village 
Itself IS the one most common both in India and Burma The whole- 
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sale merchants from cities and towns either visit the tobacco growing 
tracts themselves or send out their agents during the harvesting 
season to make purchases of tobacco through the local comraissoa 
agents A few of the merchants intimate their requirements by 
post to their respective local commission agents but the system of 
visiting the places of tobacco production is more common in tbe 
principal tobacco producing areas of Bengal Bombay Madras and 
Bihar 

(d) Selling of cured leaf on contract is found to be prevalent 
only in the ease of Virginia cigarette tobacco grown m the Ouniur 
area In this method the growers enter into contract with the 
inuiai leaf To! aeco Development Co Ltd to grow a cerfan 
quantity of Virginia cigarette leaf and sell it to the company after 
Hiring at varying lates ind on conditions according to grades specif ed 
in the contract 


1*1 ^ of the crop that is sold by the growers m 
ognlarly establushed markets is very small probably not more than 
system is generally adopted bv tie growers who 
. poraessing large areas under tobacco and who are 
y situated so far as the location of a market is concerned 

nnt tobacco through cooperative sale societies has 

any popularity worth the name The survey indicates 
operative societies whicli handle tobacco w 
DunSr ,qqd Quantities two in Bombay and one m Madras 
to seU^boS l Cooperotne Sale Union arranstd 

handled Co oporatiee Sale Shop at Sangh 

tobaera maunds ot tobacco At Nipam, a cooperative 

olthricclf 12 ye«re The ‘"a"'”" 

sale and th*> nli« difficulty of obtaining payments soon after 

ScliM. f 0* svadino aid proper slcrag. 

operativ e I responsible for ,ts failure The Vmavada C» 

pS"ue„^af.„ a™ Kistna district of Vata 
ueeliuible'^ Theio ^ oheroot tobacco but the quantity 13 almost 
dilculties eJist in ‘“I “ ""“'“aus of opinion that special 

no definite irrad of tobacco sale societies there being 

to Ssei standards for tobacco which makes it difficult 

societv fee ..l! If ““ material deposited with the 

With mdivn-lnni sales of tobacco are done on credt 

to Lertam ,h.w“" "“'"‘a “">1 “ “ *®"‘" 

may be nivpn to to and to judge the extent of credit that 

aevLal m?s ^ business of this nature necessarily mvohes 

m oSer tried “ "Pavat.ve sale societies which deal 

their list “ro?' t 11 ,'°“”!°*'“® ■*>“! to include tobacco IB 

Ser the exwtl ''°, ""y ‘■'"'y meet with failure. 

are° taken system of marketing unless special precautiou. 

fotS 
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The methods of assembling and sale differ \ery widely from 
one area to another, even m the same proimce and it would be best 
to describe these in brief as operating in tbe principal producing 
areas 


(2) North Bengal area 

In the pnncipal tobacco producing areas of North Bengal the 
growers generally sell their tobacco in a serai dried condition The 
sales take place almost invariably m aullages where the produce 
exchanges hands, generally at the cultivator’s holding or curing yard 
Dunn® the harv esting season, buyers from different parts of Bengal, 
Assam and Burma assemble m tbe producing area and with the help 
of local ilalals, many of vrliom own spacious warehouses for the final 
drying <if the leaf, its sorting bulking and packing go from village 
to village, inspecting the produce and making purchases These 
huvers, particularly those from Burma stay with their dalah during 
their purchasing period Sometimes the local dalals themselves 
make purchases on their own account Samples arc drawn from 
tbe bulk of the tobacco crop and inspected by the buyer vnth the 
help of the dalal If tbe sample is approved of bv the purchaser, 
the whole bulk is then jrenerallj evamined to see if it conforms to 
the sample If the lot is approved by the buver he offers bis price to 
the grower under cover The buver or the da^al on lus behalf clasps 
the hand of the grower tinder coiir of a cloth and offers the 
rate by making signs on the palm of the nand of the grower If 
the grower accepts the offer the bargain is settled but the price is 
not declared openly After weighing the produce is carted to the 
godown of the dalal where it is further dried graded and packed in 
accordance with the instructions of the buyer A major portion of 
the price is paid to the grower at the time of aehveij of the produce, 
the balance being paid afterwards The local dalal who is generally 
known to the grower stands guarantee for the payment 

(3) Cbakotab area 

III the Charotar area of the Bombay Presidencj the growers sell 
all their tobacco in their own villages In fact, the curmg yard m 
the fields is usuallj the place where the> dispose of their produce 
almost as soon as it is readv OccdSionallv thej have to wait for 
the customers for some time or in a few cases they prefer to post- 
pone the sale m tlie expectation of better puces In such cases, the 
produce is carted to their bouses for storage 

Since the qualitj of product vanes from village to village and 
often from field to field the upcoiintr} raerchants'^vho buj large 
quantities, usually prefer to visit the tobacco areas themseh&s or 
make purchases through their lepresentatives Sometimes there is 
such a variation in qaalit> from field to field that some of the 
upcountrj merchants are often anxious, to purchase the produce 
from certain selected fields year ifter jear These upcountry bujers 
arrive sometime during Jauuarv to AIsqt and stay with their local 
dalals These dalals m most cases are shrewd and experienced 
men possessing detailed information about tobacco crop m the 
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surrounding villages long before the crop is ready Most of the 
villages m the Charotar area have one or more sub dalals each, ttIio 
are m most cases, themselves tobacco growers The dalals mentioned 
above are not only mere tommission agents, but several of them 
possess tobacco proces.sing factories and they make purchases on 
their own account in anticiiiifun of orders from outside buyers A 
few of them have thnr own shops and btdi factories even in other 
provinces Tn the course the dalals arrange purchases through 
their respective sub dal ih in villages When the tobacco is ready 
foi the market tin dalals rapidly move from village to village where 
they riieit their resjicffive \nh dalah who take them round from one 
field to another Tlie samples of produce are inspected and in case 
the dalah or tlie upeonntry buyers are agreeable to puichase, the 
sub dalal takes ju talion from the grower under cover (see plate 
f.tfiiig page l&h) fhis is done in the hame wav as in B.:igal 
The late asked toi b\ the grower is then communicated by the 
sub dalnl to the diild igaiii undtr cover The dalals are anxious 
to preserve secreev in the hope of getting better prices from the 
likely upcounirv biivers Under the circumstances the sub dalai 
alnni kn vvs the exnt sitiution m I is village, and he is therefore 
the man who IkIiK the balance and is able to a certain extent to 
seeun favoui ible terms for (h< dalal on the one band and the 
cultivator on the otlicr anordnu to hi-> own personal inclinations and 
intpic t In m ist cases li ih. ,«/> dalaU are anxious to please 

tlie dal Us in the cxjiectation r»f getting greater patronage 


1 -u pm chases an made the dalals generally send 

labourers vvjl i liags fm picking the jiroducc If the labourers are 
not sent }iv the data’ the \uh dahd an iiigps for them The charges 
for Picling ud cirling an pud by the purchaser When the 
bags ire filled and stiched they aio weighed by the sub dalal in the 
presence of the cultivator who lenders help m weighing The bags 
^ ^ ^nspf rted to the godowns of the dalal (see plate facing 
page or Uieitly to the railway station for being dcwpatcacd 

to ttic u]K.tiTitrv merchant as directed by the dalal Usually, how 
ever the liags ire despatched directly to the upcountry merchant 
desire to have tobacco powder in tlie form prepared 
dr f'l 1 majority of eases however they prefer the 

data/, ^to prepare diirereut ejuality mixtures by further drying and 
V' case the hags are carted to the dalal’s factories 

nr,,.*'] sicv<d and different quality mixtures prepared 

accoitjing lo tlie rc'-"— * ^ 

facin'' yagp 177) 


'‘♦‘■'’clmg crop usually to other big 
ft i7U " " The practice is, however, not 

fleer, lonf l"'? 1 Cultivator has to harvest the 

^ Jard of the purchaser The 

The r'i«lr f ^ ® "eeks before the crop is ready for harvesting 
or ,.n Lf «>« «»P durins ti.o internal due to frost, 

the enn^Jief 1 H® cultivator, and in such eases 

for Inci fino »iid void The grower is also responsibla 

tor Iocs due to tlieft from the field 
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(4) Nepam area 

The practice of selling the crop •while it is still standing m the 
field IS the one most common m the Vipani area It is estimated 
that about three fourths of the tobacco growers of this area sell 
standing crop when it is about to be readv for harvest The pur 
chasers are VaTiars (an iiaporfant seefion of the Sarijati communitv 
m the Bombay Presidenc\) and pett\ merchants No written agree 
ments are made In some cases the crop is purchased for a lump 
sum but the practice of fixing the rate'of the estimated produce is 
getting more common The price k almost itis’ariablv paid after 
the produce is sold br tlie VaJiars or the petti merchant The 
Mahars generallv take the tobacco purchased bv them to the weeklj 
marlet at hipani filled in mhoU (improvised bags made of lamhii 
or coar'ie woollen blankets) or bhods (ba"s mide bv stitching tvo old 
gunm bags) These tobacco pad ages are then arianged fo-" sale 
in the open space allotted b\ the local mumcip'iUtv for the weekh 
bazaar The proportion of the farmers who bring their produce 
to this weelly market is ver\ small The sales at Nipani are made 
through (ferWs Some of these dalah act as commi sion agents for 
the upcountrj buv ers and in that ease thev are known as 
" arhatujas ” It is important to note that mo't of these people act 
both for the sellers and the buvers in different transactions 

These dalals and the outside buvers attend the weelly market 
esamine the produce from the sample pad ages and trv to make 
purchases bv private treatv negotiating over the prices with individual 
«eUer« After the purchases are made the tobacco packages are 
earned bj the seller to the godon n of the daM n liere thev are weighed 
and paid for Disputes it the time of weighing are \en common 
as all the packages are rot individuallv weighed and th® weight of 
the total con«ignmeut is bas-^d on the weight tai en of a few sample 
packages The quautv of the produce in all the packages is then 
compared with that of the sample packa^^e and m manv cases there 
are disputes about the qualitv of the produce contained in different 
packages These disputes are usuallv adjusted after higgling 
although the seller is at Jiberts to cancel the transaction Tlie seller 
however rareh does so in ^ iw of the difficulU of finding a new 
customer or in the alternative to wait till the next bazaar dav that 
IS a week after It is rep rtcl that these di'-pute» are more common 
during dars of falling prices 

Th“ pettr merchants bnving standing crop from the growers do 
not tal e their produce to the weel Iv bazaar at Nipani Tlie\ usually 
sell their tobacco to upcoimtrr buvers through rfoVfs bv private 
negotiations In cases where this is not possible the produce is sent 
to the dalals who then arrange for sale 

The remaining farmers sell their tobacco crop after curing 
Here again the pettj vulla'»e merchant tnai he the buj er In other 
eases the produce is sent to dalals for arranging a sale In most, of 
these ca«es the growers ha^e taken loans from the dalals to whom 
thev have to send their tobacco in the normal course for sale 
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j 7 merchants or growers send their tobacco to the 

daiaZj for sale a rent of 8 annas per month per cart is charged by 
the dalal tOT stoimg the pae’ ages in his godown The dalal then 
arranges for the sale at a price agreed npon by the seller 

At Sangh chura or angad (tobacco powder) is sold by open 
auction The growers and petty merchants from villages take their 
tobacco packages to their respeetne dalals at Sangli where the pack 
ages are arranged in the dai^d’s godown m lots each lot representing 
fhl during the tobacco season all 

the purchasers and dalals assemble at one place and then go from 
shop to shop where each lot belonging to an mdnidual seller is 
auctioned separately The shops are \isited by turns and serially 
On one dav the auction begins at the westernmost shop of the 
pro-eeds eastward. Acvt day it begins at the eaatem 
most -^hop and proceeds towards the west If on any daj all the 
finished (this happens during rush periods of the 
on tho nr« ^ Commenced at the point where :t was stopped 

at thp th j®, '1'”’*^'^ *1*7 ^>“>673 'When the buyers amte 
the? lioio! shows them the several lots offered for sale 

Sfer^aure*^ t°f’t,” a* bigbcst bid is accepted provided the 
"e ueT 'L fk**', "?* "'7*' l"7 lot IS asam offered for sale 

the hitvbpRt hiH ^ tlala/ s shop is visited by purchasers But once 
the niohest bid is accepted bv the dalal on behalf of the seller the 


(5) GonTOR area 

aales'kte'nw'rvT "*' ‘“'a* Presidency, almost all the 
of iowm vv^n arrept m the rise 

meS7o xTmrted ThreS;? *“ ^'at Tobacco Develip 

eurers and growers m the a"^®*** into bonded contracts with 

to deliver all tw V ^ I’*;" '“'I'r “'bich the latter are bound 
mg to the terms of thS”™ ““"a ‘I** =»-Pany only Accord 

into five qualities nn cured leaf has to be graded 

The first’fonr mialHie “ 'a-Ples furnished bj the company 

b\ the irroTver nr nnrir- *1 ’»''«epings The grading can be done 
premises In the latter case”tb'"T" *“ *’*' '““P®”?’* 

are deducted from the price 'HS, IPr the mvrtr.’s servucK 

m the conttact foim are '^9 annls^ contract prices specilled 
the second 5 annas tor the aTrd and k™”? '“J 

one anna tor the fifth and. It ^ ^ ‘I*' ^P"'*!* P”** 

area under t imn.a ml.. "S 7'P»rted that about half the 

compan, hough "me 1937° “■'> 

contract with the com^a^maTt on' mnTr aL’^? 
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„£ eompeut... from other hoyero and the htgh pneeo prevatlm. for 
Virginia flue cured tobacco 

There . much to he sard m 

lendms stahdity to prices and ^rthy of ^extemion In 

tune of planting On that account it s y ijifUeulties m 

points of detail hoirever gtoirers claim that^thew a 
the present system The ““P“' adopted bv the groiver as 

the sole judge of the grading bandar P^„ ^ause, some dis- 
speeified m the contract form uhom are reported to 

satisfaction among the Bronors lerr aocjpted without regrad 

haie had the enperienee dilfeJences of opimon are bound 

mg Although in cases 111 e this differenc^ ^ oommon medium of 
to occur a system of s^c which "‘h impartial 

understanding between the seller and advantage Even 

and expert guidance would f^hml) he to 

moderate minded growers who ln\e „ trades accepted 

sjstem have espies ed difficulties ° impLtial standards 

and have shown a desire for ,' 1 ^® 5,g korun'* put the whole 

One grower with an intimate 1 nowledge but grad 

problem in a nutshell b\ 'aying that c ir » follows that the 
mg IS ne^er all right Howeser ^rowew The 

contract system is worl mg to the disadvanta^ nrosueritv of Gantar 
tobacco trade which has added so P svstem^of purchase 

district owe^ a large share of its ex stence to ^ p. and all that 

edopted h; he ludiau Leaf Tobacco Developmen Co and^oh^^^ 

can be said is that the grower has some reasoname e p 

mate against the existing ststem A tu Her exam ^ , 1^5 

question requires consideration of , te grower On 

price abroad and the proportion of 't <ha‘ g eMdence as can 

this point full facts hare not been disclosed hut suen ei lu 

be gathered shows that the grower « 4 annas tS Ite 12 0 

li annas to 7 annas for tobacco leaf which s 

per lb ,n the foreign markets that is from 30 to 40 per 

a point for consideration 

j hi +hp Indian Leaf Tobacco 
In addition to contracts entered bj t ^to oral 

Development Co some local merchants fro , j specified 

and written contracts for purchase , occasional 

pnees but such transactions are only small a 

In the case of other biivere tour from 

m villages m an ungraded m "dvLce At the 

village to Tillage a brol er havmg been examined layer by 

grower s place leaf bundles are opened p^smc' Depend 
layer from one side This operation market rate the 

ing on the quality of sample and ®“ P immediately It is 

buyer makes an offer which -Jtlement at a later date 

asnally the broker who makes the nn carting of the 

With the consent of the buyer a“d ®rran„e ^lage the prices 

Biatenal If two or more buyers tour the s private 

generally go up The fixing of prices is 
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negotiabon and never bv auction After the leaf bandies are carted 
to the godoTO of the having merchant «ome reduction in prices is 
alwavs made on the ground that the general qualitv is inferior to 
the one ceen at the tune of settling the bargain If the market is 
hnsh there are generallv no disputes at the time of delivery and 
all buverb become less rigorous m the examination of tobacco bales 
brought to their godomis bv the groivers 

The son cured *.ountr\ tobacco in the Guntnr area is generally 
purchased m ungraded form If the Indian Leaf Tobacco Develop- 
ment Co ivant to buy this n pe of tobacco the growers cart th® leaf 
hurdles to the companv s depots nbere thev are examined and the 
price o5“r?d If the price s accepted bv tUe grower the bargain is 
settled otherwise he is at libertv to take back the tobacco Other 
merchants tour irom village to Milage examine the bundles fix the 
price generallt throu^’h briLeris and arrange for ca*ding the material 
to their godowDs at their own expense 

There is a small market at Gun ur coinpri ing about half a dozen 
adjoinin'' godowns where the growers can stock their tobacco bundle# 
and effect «ales throu"!! the "odown agents The pnce# are fised 
on the Pa^sutg of boodles b% M«iting merchants bv private 
treat! bnt such sale« are eitremeh lew and during the last three 
year# practieaUv none have taken place in the case of Virginia flue- 
cured tobacco 

The biggest single assembling an purchasing organization m 
the Gwnfwr area i. tb® Indian Leaf Tolacco Development Co trho 
have an extensne organization wub 0 branches in the district and a 
central depot for warehousing at Chirala The companv al«o makes 
adianees to curcrs and oniiers of bams m the district and also 
distributes seedlings, of \ irginia tooacco to its contracted grotters 
Nest in importance are the exportin" merchants at Guntur dealing 
in countrv and \ irgima tobacco There are about half a dozen large 
firms engaged m this business in addition to 10 smaller ones 

6) \ORTU BtHAR anHA 

In the '\orth Bihar area about one fourth to one third of the 
tob<.ceo crop is sola bv the grower* while i* is still standmg in the 
field Th® purchasers are Usualls local well to-do cultivators i^ho 
specialise m the curing of obaeeo and who ire also mercnants The 
price of the «tandmg crop is fixed m terms of Tafia (1)2- ac’^es) 
As a rule no a Ivance are made to the grower In som® ca es about 
20 to 23 per cent of ne pn^e mar be | aid to the grower on settle- 
ment of the bargain bnt geceralL e prices are paid a*ter the crop 
I* harvested which i, usuailv finished about 2 weeks after the bargain 
IS settled In case the crop i^ damaged wbiie still standing m the 
field or there is a los, on account of pilEerm" the price i reduced bv 
the buver 

Almost the whole of the remaining cro > is sold bv growers 
cnnng in their own villages and holdings, to buvers who go round 
from village to ! lUage during the mari*eting season to make purchases 
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mth the help oI l^al a°„n of the local agent trho 

tobacco hnndlca are t° J after the delitery of the 

pays the Brotvertvtthm about lO^t „,th the 

produce The purchaser ,nlue ot the produce m accord 

agent about 2o to 60 per cent of th= 

ance with his credit The ^a^a"'® seading the railway -eceipt 
consignment of the goods to the buy > j ^ ^ the buy er the 

by ralue payable post lu c^e lya tHe railways 

Sr;— nt tfrlJo^o? ‘h/plreel .0 the agent 

A few onwers pecialli “\““*'’,lirit'cfc™ei'ft'-ongh com 

their cured crop to the marl et agent's them ehes mai 

mission agents {arhaUfjos) ^ the^rate offend b> them 

buv the tobacco if the grower is , .j, that tahe place 

Sales m maiLets are few is comp .red «itlt t lo 
in rdlages , 

Wbeneier the desi tobacco leaf " [ juiw Uor Jh ac^u ^ 

of cheap cigarettes manufacturing bu Mlia'^es to 

mg for sample^ m the Qrst If^dines and take sample* 

inspect tae produce on the cultunt .iftprod b% the bu>er and 

a 4 mspecting the samples fs ^ " 

if the growers agree to the price the pr . made immediatelj m 

godowi where it is weighed and the paNment made imraea 

cash 


(7) Other areas 

In the United Frounces also the bulk rftte produce . sojd m 
Villages either to the l^al ?1urm" the marl eting season 

buyers nho go from village to , «T.nwprs and village mer 

In markets like Parrukhabad well to ^ , arhatiya with whom 
chants take their produce direct .0 only stores 

It IS kept in store until sold The , arranges for the disposal 

the produce but also acts as weighman a These kachcha 

of the produce through other 'Muiiicipalitv and pa^ 

^haUjas are licenced by the f jlje same man perfoim^ 

Rs 12 per annum as licence fee Some kachcha arkatiya 

more than one function For instnn ^ isolated 

mav n-ork as a commission agent and a purpose of sale 

sample of a tew groi ers ^ „f marketing enquiries 

m a market was 0D*ei\ed during tuc fTrowei-s were found to 

at Bbongaou in Alampuii district wli"re ■\Iuzaffarnagar 

sead their produce jointly to a commissio Saharanpur an 1 

for 'ale Cigare te tobacco grown pri\ate negotia 

Jhansi li sold by the growers to cigarette 
tions but generally ^ter s“ndii^ samp e ^ 

The largest part of the local jinxes to big wholesale 

AortftTTesf FronUer Frounce and the dalah For 

and retail dealers through the ^.ggiou from the buyer If 

his services the -village bantyo gets . but this gift is quite 

he gets anything from tlie seller, it 
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optional Wh“ii the sale is effected through a dalal who operates 
ID markets and wlio goes round from village to village with pur 
chasers a commission is gnen bj the buyer to the dalal who gets 
nothing from the seller except a cft.«ngt (gratuity) of to 3 seers 
of tobacco A «mall quantity of tobacco is given by the seller also 
to the village hamya who acts as a weighraan Some of the giowers 
round about big markets sell their tobacco in markets to or through 
the local commission agents 

Hazro m Attack district ^pears to be the only market m the 
Punjab where a regular market exists for the sale of tobacco la 
all other markets transactions in tobacco are settled at the shops of 
mdiMdual commission agents At Hazro there are 6 markets, all 
owned privately The proprietors of these markets ha\e formed a 
pool and in accordance with the rules of the pool, these markets 
are divided into two groups of three each One group sells the 
produce in the morning and the other in the evening of the same 
day The group that operates in the morning on one day works m 
the afternoon the nest day Sales are made- to local wholesale 
buyers who are about 150 m number and who further distribute the 
produce b\ exporting lo merchants in ot'ici tonus Most of the 
tobacco that is assembled at Hazro is from the Norik TTesf Frontier 
Province, and majority of sellers are small merchants and dealers who 
have purchased tobacco m villages Some of tliese dealers are them 
selves growers 

In the Nisam’^ Dominions, tobacco is mostly sold m villages to 
the local money lenders or sahukars The payment is made either 
m casli or the sale proceeds ma^ be adjusted against any loan that 
might have been taken by the grower from the money lender The 
village moneylender collects the produce from the villages abound 
him and sells it either in the local weekly markets or to wholesale 
dealers in a big assembling market where the sale is effected through 
an arhahya or commission agent A few well to do growers from 
nevr a big market al-so tike their produce lor sale in the market 
through the commission a 'cuts In the southern tobacco area of the 
Mysore btate ciumg of tobacco is almost always done by professional 
curers who also happen to be village merchants or brokers 
Some of these village merchants themselves grow some tobacco 
The producers sell the green leaf about a fortnight or a month before 
It IS ready for harvest The prices are fixed on the basis of_the 
number of plants The village merchants or brokers buy the green 
leaf m several villages cure it and then sell it generally to wholesale 
merchants at Ravandur which is the most important assemblmo 
centre in the southern tobacco area of the State Similar are the 
practices observed in the northern tobacco area of the State, m the 
ease of at least half the produce, the other half being cured by the 
growers themselves The cured leaf is then sold by the growers 
through commission agents in markets like Sira and Gonbidnur 
Some of the growers also sell the cured leaf to the village mercliants 
Sira IS tlie most important assemblii^ centre in the northern tobacco 
area of the State where the tobacco le-af is sold on weekly fair days 
by auction and on other daya by private negotiation 
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(8) BuKiiA. 

Biimta take advances from 
The bnlk of tlie tobaem grower, The money 

♦hp local raonevlenders ag^i^t ^--phants or even tke cteroot 
£aem mar be brol ers the tobaceo crop the 

mannfactnreis In grantm„ pomJition— a Imn on the o™P “ 

monev lenders 'reate— as a Ak ' one mdmdual 

themfavonr The jate of mte^ a the loan m 

to another In the case of borrowed being converted in 

nsnallv on a lise pe Aens the amo ^ jepre 

terms of tobacco deliverable af tor li 

sentmg appiommatelv bo® ^ ‘SediateK after the tobacco 

for the crop of ‘*>6 Premoim ea^n f 

m cared all the mdebted growers del nndcr which they 

monevlenders in accordaje with ^^^“““aors and a few growem 
might have taken ad'ances ntoduce generally m 

who do not pledge their '^n'tSrL who go from vdlage 

to big wholesale merchants and mann a^ P”'“S 

to viBagc It IS customary for t^ emplov a number of village 
through local brohers who “ ™ ^ mlloge brokers get com 

brokers For their services the iMal an produce the brokem 
mission from the buyers , t Rangoon offer a ebann 

m assemhling centra like ^ disposal is stored free of 

of disposal The tobacco sent absence of buyers at the 

charge tmtd bnyers may be „“bc ' p" i 

assembling centres at the tune "^'Pene is to leal e the stoc* 

prodnee there are two coarse, “P'" *°y ” jater at a specified price 
W the broker with i^timct.om to scU^d^ alternative 

and the other is to sell it outr g rr i5 usual to 

capacity of a wholesale memhant In the^ ^ 

the seller to get advances from t> « " seldom more than haM 

behind The amount adianced bowe'm ,jrest of 2 to 3 per 

the valne of the stock at t>>l'"”fr J the loan In case it is apeed 
cent per month is usually charged for practice with the 

to sell the tobacco to the it i? ™' j jbe current market 

brokers to pay from Ks 3 to Ks 5 for lOU i ds “ 

rates 

0 — Tflarketing charges 

( 1 , Gmuman to actually 

Tobacco as a rule passes f " j uspenses arc iwcnrrri at 

reaches the manufactnrer or cons and sale of gr 

different stages m th“ proce s of j_„(.ts tie market char^ 
tohaeco In all the tobacco the prices realised ^ven 

levied either on the hasi, of weight ,-,Uage bis market 

■when the groiver sells his fobacc take 

expenses are hy no means small m j grower s toh 

OJioroior area where almost marketmg 

place in villages, the averao , economics investio . ^ 

grotvers m accordance with t he ^rienlture m 

ducted hy the Bombay Department oi ^ 

moAB 
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1936 37, cornea to about Ks 1 10 0 per maund It may be sigmfieant 
to note that m accordance with these investigations the average out- 
of pocket expenses of the grower on the cultivation of tobacco, i.e, 
on material, equipment, land revenue and rent, bullock labour, 
hired manual labour and marketing services came to about Es 68 
per acre out of which the cost of marketing alone amounted to about 
Ks 12 per acre or 18 per cent of the total 


The market charges for the various items, which will be dis- 
cussed later v arj not onlj from one district to another m the same 
province but also from one commission agent to another m the 
^me market It is only at the bigger markets like ^^panl and 
(junini that the commission agents levj charges which are com 
{mrativeh uniform But even m these distinction is made between 
the well to do growers and other cultivators because the former visit 
the commission agent s shop& more frequently and the commission 
agents are more anxious to I eep their custom by charging them more 
equitablj The market charges aie pajable both m kind and cash 
in most aieas the grower as a rule has no correct k-nowledge of the 
^merous deductions m gross weight and prices which are made m 
markets mainlj bj usage Apart from the fact that 
extremely few marl ets where the grower can take his 
causes as to why the grower prefers 
tobacco in his own village is the inultipbeity and com 
areas ^ market charges found in all principal tobacco producing 


EM Tm market charges are (o) •commission or broker 

di«!f.nnn+®V°® (c) chafity (d) allowance in weight, and 

tmn n? T* The commission is the remunera 

's «^»ed dalal or arhattya or 
elearlv localities IIis function does not appear to be 

he combine ,n ^ 1 ? ‘obacco trade is concerned hlore often 

warSS T®? bo functions of a broker, commission agent, 

Siv ur>. h wholesale merchant The commission is payable 

M ^ f Charges for weighmg tobacco 

kind ^ bj the seller usually m cash and sometunes m 


form or anotti«>r ^ charge is levied on account of chanty m one 

foi eximnlp /IJ ® under diflferent names m the various parts, 

pole vaih^hnln dharniati, tkadtonp, goxishala, pinjra 

are collect p <1 ma ote The purposes for which chanties 

whether tVior- ^ be laudable but it is highly problematical 

rolleeted ‘be objects for which they are 

Sitv dn n.t ® ^bo make the payment towards 

W Ly\a?d a advantage from it nor do they 

IS usually disbursement of the chanty fund Chanty 

m tUsually collected m cash from the seller or buyer or from 


the s^Ipr^?t rnakmg payment for the sale of his produce to 

the i” markets to deduct a discount from 

the total sale proceeds before payment is made to the seller Th& 



amount of tins gross tale pMeeeds There are 

Ks 15 for every Ks 100 of the g^ names m vamotm 

several deauct.ons mtvei htwhj^„^^h^^ ,, 
parts of the country 1 i _„*_t A^jncjation Fund and Board 
laneous charges, like the m the Charotar area, 

mg Hou«e Fund at etc These market charges are 

baison and dudhlhoiLO m Be 9 > another and m manv cases 
extremely variable from one ^.^son between the market 

uneVt^V"! t'h^tst^m of 1^ 

LTmarL''ttrg\rK“X a^^^^ - 

producmg areas 

(2) North Bengal area 

In this area, the Mai vvho “"“f “ “{“m^ht^Tller 

commission only’ from the detends on his 

rate of actual eommission chatged hniers a commiasiou of 

relation with the ialal From ‘l>' B“™^e e biroets arTgenerallv 
6 annas pet mannd is charged The B“™' addition to 

provided by the dalal with a separate li ^ respective 

Lnv othk privileges Besides Oi'T, S'' SJmg area, 

iahU some cash present at the time of 1 S P purchases 
and this may amonnt to 1 to 2 annas P'/ am as per mannd 

made In oJher eases '1**;“," »' " L hn^g merchants 
inclnding free hoard provided by the doW growers 

In eases where the buyers have ''IVduM for a short 

and are aimons to store their ^ p'a, mannd is ehargcd 

time before despatch, a commission o£ 2 anna p 
which then virtually becomes a storage cbarg 

The grower as a seller, however, has to pay ^ l,a]L 

m kmd to the buyer The normal «“>,}, give to the 

of tobacco weighing abont 20 maunds ^ , nomes to about 2^ 

huver a sample of 3 seers which lot the sample is 

cKhatanls per mannd If the buver . .v of weigh 

allowed to be retained by him free of «« taken ont for the 

mg, a few bundles about 5 seere m ^ ^^en away by 

weighman to sit on. This is called ^ge in weight 

the buyer free of charge An to about 2o seers 

{dhalta) IS taken by the huver and this , , _ of the produce 
for every 20 maunds At the tune of t purchased 

the buyer usually does not take awav th extra leaf 

by him, until some extra leaf is given to frorn one grower to 

vanes from one buyer to another and. a nfFenns at the time 
another and is called hat tola which e fijial settlement of 

of deliverv of the stock Again at the * demands a present 

accounts and payment to the * „mnn11v calculated at about 

^ed tnanpon or dudh hhcnia This ^ from the sale pro- 

2 to 5 per cent on the gross value and dednctea i 
coeds due to be paid to the grower 
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(3) Chabotab area 

The number of market charges in this area is not only large but 
also complicated A maund in Charotar normally consists of 40 
local seers of 1 Ib each The market charges incurred by the grower 
consist very largely of allowances in I md At the time of weigh 
mg 1 seer per bag is taken as naman or greeting While weighing 
the fractions of i seer are ignoieJ Two seers are deducted as weight 
on tare (hardana fli ugh the actual i eight of the gunny bag ranges 
from 14 to 1^ seers After filling m the bags an odd quantity left 
over from the hea]i of tlie grower s tobacco is taken awaj as sample 
After making ill theee allowances the weight is then calculated and 
this becomes kachcha weight The weight in pakl^a maunds is then 
calculated from the kachcha after mal mg further allowances for 
the different t\pes of tobacco For Ltlto tobacco a maund is taken 
to be equal to 42^ seers for Lai 43 seers and for leaf bundles Khakn 
and Ekuian the maimd may be taken at anything between 45 and 
48 seers though the actual local maund is onlv 40 seers It is from 
these varying weights of a maund that the pakka weights are cal 
culatcd from the kachcha weights The extra weight is reported to 
be taken on account of possible shrlnI^^e After c^eulating the 
pakka weight a further deduction in weight is made at the rate of 
t to t lb per local maund Loss due to possible leakage in transit 
18 considered to be the justification for the origin of this laih The 
total value of tho tobacco is then calculated for the ^al pakka weight 
at the settled price From the figure of this value, the following 
deductions are again made — 

(*) Vatav — The origin aud the significance of this will be 
discussed later but it ma\ be stated at this stage that 
the lafau was intended to mean a discount for making 
cash payments to the grower immediately after sale 
Immediate payments to farmers for the tobaeco 
weighed out b\ them are however, practically unknown 
m the Charotar aiea The Milage suh dalal gives an 
undcitak ng to the grower of pajmg the sale proceeds 
within a specified period which may extend to any 
where from one week to su months or even more in 
rare cases It appears however that m a majority of 
cases pavnien*s are made within about a month How 
ever vatav is now taken from all the growers irrespeo 
tive of the period that intervenes between the sale and 
pavment The rate of this discount vanes from 2 to 
lo per cent m different villages and also from one 
year to another m a few villages so that in extreme 
cases the growers may have to pay as many as Ks lo 
on account of discount for every 100 rupees worth of 
tobacco sold bv him This discount is shared between 
village suh dalcd the local dalal and the buyer 
The village s«6 dalal usually gets one per cent of the 
value of the produce as his share of vatav, while the 
^ount of the share of the vatav given to the buyer 
depends upon the promptness with which he makes pay 
ments for his purchases 
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For TnaVing the payment in cash within a specified period the 
buj ers are allowed a certain disconnt which finall} has to be paid 
by the seller If the payment is made by the buyer withm 4 days 
after delnerj he is allowed 4 per cent discount and if within 15 
days 3 per cent If he pa%s within 2 months a smaller discoimt 
maj be permitted but if the payment is made after 2 months no 
allowance is giien 

In addition certain allowances are given to the buyer T'so 
seers are deducted for every cart load of tobacco Further 2i seers 
per bag are allowed on account of tare and moisture If the tobacco 
IS packed m bhofs this deduction is 5 seers If the tobacco is stored 
in loose condition and is reasonably drv only an allowance for tare 
is made and not for moistnre at the rate of seers per bag and 3 
seers per bhot 

(j) Guntur 

The rate of brokerage for village sales in the Guntur area vanes 
from, one rupee for Country tobacco to two rupees for Virginia 
tobacco per candy of 500 lb the exact aroount varying with the 
individual and Ins relation with mercbants and brol ers In aaJi 
tion most of the villages have got tbeir own mamools and chanties 
the rate of which vanes from two to four annas per candy Maiay 
purchasers are reported to make deductions at the time of weighmg 
to the extent of 10 lb per candy and also charge 4 annas per candy 
for weighing though the practice is not uniform If the grower 
bnngs his leaf for ^e in the Guntur market which consists of 4 or 5 
adjoining godowns as explained earlier the following chaises are 
taken for every eandv of 500 lb of Country (Natu) leaf ■ — 

Bs A P 


Commission to godown merchant 10 0 

Unloading charges 0 1 0 

Arrangmg for inspection 0 1 0 

Samples about 2 lb 0 2 0 

Charity ai d temple 0 3 0 

Weighmeut 0 1 ® 

Total 18 0 


(6) North BmaR ate-v 

When standing crop is sold no marketing expenses are incurred 
Even when the grower sells his crop after curing on bis own^holdiugp 
he has no specific marketing charges to pay It is understood how 
ever that the purchaser takes much more by manipulating at the 
time of weighing Weighin g of tobacco m villages is done oa 
dhari basis 4 dkans making one local maund The weight of a 
dhart vanes from one area and viUi^e to another and even m *be 
same village the purchasers change the weight of a dhari in accord 
ance with the moisture contents of the tobacco leaf Ordmarily the 
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of a maund . 40 sears one 

tie weigit of the ™™AJ 52 to 56 seers or sometimes even 
the S™'"'- ttnohmL takes a considerable amount on 
eo-teers In addition the Tvei -rteirrUment Tor e\en mannd 

the pretest of keeping le bundle of leaf which he takes as 

oftLccoIeafhe eeps a.aj^ g,,, f om 

his remuneration for ^ ^ per j/anf/i (a bundle weighing 

the purchaser about a seer of tobacco p boarding espenses 

though not fixed comes to about 2 annas p , , ,t 

■With regard to sales m thaMhe da^S^rS^ves com 

appears to be the custom m most Dalsmgsarai for 

mission both from the burer the 3 pjes per rupee 

example the rates of bnver Three pies per maund 

bj the seller and 3 pies per rupee bvth^^^^ V g 

are charged for weighing to the p^r Ks 100 of the 

tvpes of chanties One anna Pf buyer and seller on 
Talue of transaction is charged . * r,athsha^<i (school) is 

account of gonshala Charity ac ggHer and one anna per 

taken at 6 annas transacJ^ii^Tre tb^ Market ^ other 

transaction from the buyer , Similar are tuema 
assembling centres with small local vanations 
(7) Other arius 

In the Vntted Provinces the market charges at Farrnkh 

as below — . , i seer per local maund 

(t) Allowance m weight of chhooi 

of 5 o seers . » 

(,.) UDloadmg chargB-2 “per rupee 

(«i) ‘Weighing and commissio P rupees 

(tv) 3 Itiddat (discount ) — ^24 annas pe consignment 

rvi Wntin. charges to Mi...sl..-1 anna 

(ti) Charity snecping etc -1 anna P nrhnfip®— 

(ill) Tan jhan or allo-itance in kintl 

i to 4 seer per cart Bareilly tieemt, 

In areas like Jannpore Agra Jhansi ““"5^ groirers in their 
etc nhere the buvers purchase dire -jUg the market cliarg 
Tillages through the local co^.®o» “»^^.gg,„n These fomn^^ 
con 1st almost entirely of brokera r , rupee per hundred p 
Sion charges ivere found to be 8 ann to 4 annas per tn 

at Agra 1 anna per maund « Bare.Ul and Jannpore 

•' Badann 1 rupee per hundred ™;^j,tion the g™,''"' 

id 6 pies per rupee at Jlferu allowance in ‘ This 


at _ 
and 


and 6 pies per rupee at or^aUowance m 

give a certain quantitv as dhaUa parts of the provi 

to the customs prevailing m diffe l ^ 

extra weight varies from 1 to 10 
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In the case of Tillage sales m the Piinjai, the Tillage hamya or 
dalal who effects sales nsually gets 3 to 6 pies per rupee as commis- 
sion from the buyer The s^er is not required to pay anything 
but generalh he gii es li to 3 seers of tobacco by way of gift to the 
village iamtja or dalal In the Ilazro market the seller pays a 
commission of 2 annas per maund The buyer also pays the same 
rate of commi sion and in addition 3 pies per maund on account of 
eharitj In other markets of the Punjab the charges vary from 
one place to another In some markets marl et charges are recovered 
onl> from the seller while in others both from the buyer 
and the seller The charges also vary m the same market from 
one commission agcn' to another Thus m Lahore, while some 
commission agents tl arge 3 pies otheis charge 6 pies per rupee as 
commission to the seller The following are the market charges at 
Ferozepur — 

Paid by the seller 

(i) Commission — P annas per maund 
(«) 'Weighing charges — 9 pies per maund 
(nO B olerage — 6 pies pei maund 
(»v) Dharmau or ebantt — 6 pies per hundred rupees 
(v) Discount for cash pavmont — 3 pie» per maund 
(tt) Terminal tas — i annas per maund 
Paid by the buyer 

(i) Commission — I'J annas per maund 
(ti) Brokerage — 6 pies per maund 
In the ^oith West Frontier Province the seller pays to the 
co^ission ag^ut a flat chaise which is ioeallj called dharat and 
■which cos ers all miscellaneous marl e charges like commission, 
weighing and storage charges This dharat charge sanes from 8 
annas to 1 rupee per maund according to the credit dealings of the 
seller with the commission agent If he takes an advance of money 
from the commission agent he pays 1 rupee per maund as dharat 
In other cases the rate of dharat is 8 annas per maund The buver 
pavs 1 anna per maund (lOs ib ) as weighing charge and nothing 
more 

Ihe market I’hirges m \i 2 :om s Dominions range from Be 0 2-6 
P^r maund at Gnlberga to Ee 0 o 6 per maund at Bidar At Hyder 
abad the charge comes to Re O-i 10 per maund while at Warangal 
the charges total to Re 0 2 9 per maund Tins charge includes com 
mission weighing chant-i local fund and toll tav In the Eavandur 
marl et of Vysare State the commission paid by the buyer usually 
comes to 4 annas per maimd of 32 lb There do not appear to be 
an\ other charges In the Siia marl et the commission agent gets 
commission both from the seller and the buyer The commission 
paid by the sellei is half an anna per lupee while the buyer pajs a 
commission of 1 anna per maund of tobacco purchased In addi 
^on the seller has to pay nisooin representing contingent expenses 
dkarma or chanty and cJimtalu or weighing charges Contingent 
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charges are 2 amas per 

not pa? tbe amoimt mtbm i „et- the lenefit of tae ca-h 

^t4 the stipulated period of i dav^ ne 
discount ' _ 

( 8 ) BuP^ 

In the Tillage ^ale it i tU? prod^uci i-’ a« > and 

parehase, throP<-h local '“Yer S ^.Ua-e I)™'-"' ' ,' Illred 

Lae m mm emplov a mimlier o£ ^Ua ^ p pPred 

,he loam bro' er gets bmle% The s-Uer ha to Pav 

lass This he shares arith Ins villa ^cra-o i 

Eothiii" In marhcta lihe Tlandalaa the ^ 

pet basket (100 to 110 '"‘t '» ''‘c'o'" r, 2 per has et pavaMe hv 

In llrm^ran brot^era^e K 

the ««Uer The bufer pavs notun, 

(9) Sc'dmu.T ,,„,ca us aacra-e 

The statement n Appendices US an^l^ transpor 1 as paid 

market cnargcs (eviluding the cost of P“l^^^ icor li 01^“" 

hr the elleia and buvers tov Tie loUoaaang *"“1“ 

tobacco sold m (i) villages h”*'"'™ tames in the five principal 
show the average total merchandismg cnar- 
tobacco prodnemg areas of In , , „ipecs tme»i “/ 

Aurepe »rodar,np artaa 


FflZoj* SaUs — 

Paid bv seUei 
Paid by bnrer 
Total for sale m Tillages 
S3’« |71 ilarlt !' — 

Paid by seller 
Paid by buTer 
Total for sale m market' 
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Clmnlll ill, f tte highest martet charges are incurred in the 
croliii in th area In riUage sales the 

for eier? if Pf"'”’" PaJ* ■" tad and cash nearly Es IS 
fcl iasls ill f'f “““P “>‘5 '■y >n“ ani m a 

expenses mniLi T"',!!"”’ 20 The marletas 

SiLr fre iPi M 8«™eas m the North Bengal and Nonl 

bv tl e ritarnt ** P®^ ^ent respectively of that paid 

mi. Lne, se. „ “" 0 , the groivcr’s maiket 

Virfifa anil rI aPnl . Es 3 8 6 for 

Rs°4 0 4 tnri T? Afl/« whca sold m villages as against 

mLlet Re 6 70 respectively when sold m the Guntur 


villaii ille'i'friii’e *'"■ “8”r“ Sl'en m Appendiv LIX that m 
in the ^ortll Kurma the lowest expenses are incurred 

e^erv hun tlrpH r where the total merchandising charges for 

2 gams? Rf l . l'r t« onl} Rs 210 0 

proifnce ^Rs 7^0 11-4 O m the Dellu 

tobacco and Rs 'a g R Benoal area Rs 4 12 6 for Nata 

about Rs 2 n n ir, +1 ^‘fSinia leaf in the Guntur area and 
ChaXtal area 

incurred in respecrof Lv^pmI 7/ marketing expenses are 

per cent m resnect allowances in weight and another 43 

bnjer therefore Days \ar«v'’''5 nef '' Pfiil by 'b' erOTrer The 
expenses In the Delh. ® R* marketinj 

conies to 7 6 per cent of th® allowances in weight 

or less in the TTnitP,^ prosssale proceeds as against 1 per cent 
cent m the G„S"i aud ^ •» 25 P" 

does appear to be a 

though It IS reported that gJTing allowances in weight 

manipulation Z quantities by 

charged to the growers onW 7 n.^ ®^ Commission appears to be 
the buyers are chai ged <>omm the United Provinces while 

Bihar Punjab and^Derf'”«‘“ Ckarotar, ^orth 

■village sales appear to ourma the marketing expenses in 

charged only to the bnver ‘“'vest and consist of commission 


m the Ntpant area ^ merchandising expenses 

gross sale proceeds out ^®‘"° ^2 5 per cent of the 

uellcr AlfowaucS Z\ .L ZZeZZ *" ^ "y *>'' 

churges while commivsiof ‘ban haE these 

for o\er one fourth In fi,« n allowances to da^als accoimt 

to 4 to 5 5 per cent of thn market the total charges come 

Allowances ■n weight eome P“‘'I by the seller 

commission rm cc fi rvin i i cent and a quarter while 


.a.aav come the seller 

commission rm^cs fiom i i ,v “^‘‘t and a quarter while 

percent forAotu on the M’lS'saTA"*^ 7® Virginia to 2 3 

expenses come to a little Ims Bihar the a\erage 

which 01 er half are paid bv fho c- ii ^®*’ ^°t of the sale proceeds of 
of the fact that the pimS ^ is noticeable that m spite 

province the marl etmv avt.at,»vJ^^ important tobacco producing 

-pees en.0fwhteh."heSC"f7«/ 
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Or 4 "ie!irSLicipal taxes 2^0 10 

in \^ei<^ht l.s 1 12 0 and be tte lowest among 

The market "charges m Hyderabad appe commission 

the areas considered, being Rs . l- « P 

trU there aPP^- 

® 1 nf Tnarkets 


iier au.^x - 

D-Orgamzation and control of markets 

(« — "r— It ma. 

selling, or may reprcMint a P't“ t'" A market ma' be a region 

for tbe purpose of '*“''"5 opportunity to bur and kU 

or a country or it may simplv “““ ? 2Sc associated together for 
It may als? mean a bodr or gmup of P«P^,“ „ ,he sarions com 
the purposes of buymg and selling , language botteY' “ 

modity and ttock ^change In ^ j t 

market means a place tvierc tbe seller uisf 

'’PI'"' a market mas be taken to mean, 

So far as tobacco is „otvcrs sell tbeir tobacco 

m ordinary language a place rrlmre the p ,lie as-embhng 

and -ivhere the merchants crambo^ erplamed earlier the Mk 
and distnbutmg functions alrcad ^ milages m fact on 
of the tobacco crop is sold by the go m the mam 

1heir own holdmgs and as such the --oner’s tobacco In yew of 
primary markets for the disposal of produce on 

the fact that a majority of tbe tbe buyers there is no 

their own farms by prl^ate mns as such, 

regular assembling of t.-j L the primary markets 

no daily buymg prices are estab is whether he has secured 

result is that the grower does not kno 

correct market price for his tobacco secondary markets for 

The so called tobacco *'^„^rchints and waiehousemen 

assembling and distribution villages Eyen in th 

assemble tobacco purchased by produce is assemb ^ 

markets there is no open place w -n-heat and cotton 

large quantities as m or/iatiyo se^^es the pnrp 

Generally the warehouse o^ a dulal or an ^.^^mission agents who 
-of a market In certain ^rcas *^®’^®, jt along with other c 

deal exclusively m tobacco but they 

modities like gram sugar, betel nu , P . are 

„™Wio5? and on 


modities like gram sugar, betel nut, spicea , x butmg centres are 
In Bengal, the principal 3^®“ylj[l° i^ari, Dinajpur Hargoocha, 
Rangpur, Cooch Behar, Patgram ,„n5 ets the dalal s war 
CalcSta’ and Dacca In “I *b^ “jit " 

serves the purpose of a market p - . n ^ villages 
ihe growers as sales are generally 
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Similar is the case in the Chat of ar nrea of the Bombay Presidency 
■where there are no regular and op^n markets for the grower s 
tobacco The merchants however lia'\c their godowns and pro- 
cessing factories at several places m this area and these act as 
assemblm" and distribitmg centres Such places of importance are 
Chikodra Nadnd I ellad Alogri and knaiid In the '\ipani area 
hsipam baugh and Jaaaingpur are the important markets for hidi 


In the Ifffdra Piestdevcy Guntur is the largest assemblin? 
centre for cigarette tobacco In fact Guntur is the onlv place ■where 
cigarette man ifaeturers can purchase suffieientlv large quantities of 
^manufactured obacco Major part of the Virginia leaf in the 
Guntur area is purchase 1 by the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development 
Co Ltd who haae got estensne arrangements for buying and stop 
age The remaining portion of the leaf is assembled bj indmdaal 
merchants who export fairlj large quantities to the United Kingdonh 
Japan and other countries Except m the case of those who have 
entered into contract with the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Co, 
Ltd theie are sen few growers who take their tobacco for sale to 
Guntur market Pure lases are made entirelj in the ■villages by 
the manufactureis and Guntur exporters Palghat appears to he 
the largest assembling market for chewing tobacco ■while Gudi'vattam 
IS the pr neipal centre for pit cured tobacco Aladras clt^ is also 
an important ab-embling centre for all types of tobacco mcluding 
that meant for export The extent of total busmens in Madras is 
estimated at about 2 lal bs of mannds per year In the southern 
part of the President the largest assembling centres are Erode 
1 neb nopoly and "Madura The marl ets at Rajahmundry and 
Locanada are the print pal assembliug centres for LanI as tobacco 
in all these marl ets the ellers are mostU merchants who haa e made 
their primary purchas-s ii villages The warehouse of each mer 
chant or eommi-^ion agent acts as a marle't There is no common 
■varcl or space in an-\ of the e markets wl ere a large number of sellers 
as emble their tobacco for sal 

Similar are the conditions in the ^or^/i Bif ar area The more 
centres for assemblmg and distribution are Aluzaffarpur 
Uarbhanga Dalsingsarai Khajanh Barb Shahapur Patoree and 
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leaf ' ’’ ■^”*’ 


'”' In the tJnrffti P™i™M* '’™TucSoT“b"S™‘‘ 

S=i£#^:SSSHl^ 

and bnsmess in many places is „pal ass0inhlm| c™‘” 

Sion agents in gram ir«( FmtUer Proimce 

the tobacco ’?.( „ bemg tat more important 

Pesbanar and Haaro the latter bem ^ 


ar and Haaro the latter bem„ „„pltnial produce 

In Hyderabad assembling are naturally assembled 

also serve for tobacco Large ^"JJ'‘',ebacoo products are manu 
at tlio e places tvbere btd. Gnlberga Yadgir etc Me 

factuied Hyderabad city f ‘"’“■h ' . -u-i, act as large ^emtmng 

tagh®an'St“a at L godoirn bi '^e f ag»o ■« "nnctos rn 
lendem and pettv dealers „st important ^eemblin| 

-rin Sefoffm&iot do^'^S “m% 

ssr^“'t?^rrSrioba^^^^ 


?dtrTnd"n a«”tb^e marhetsj^ is^tbe v^a._e^ 

itbo bring tobacco for sale th«"g^ purpose of a maihet Pla'® J, 
of an indindnal biolf serves theJu^P^^^^^ ^^ating m tbe CJiaro 

conditions in Barodo Siofe are 

area ^is. l.t-ally 


itntionsin-oaruuuosaa.v. — 

“""in npper Barmn the anr^Jn^f^ 

produced tobacco are passes through and 

quantity of 1“''“''“ Ij’ipi , ^ each tor Man't“*“l “ ,s no regular 

rongWy estimated at 1 500 t e centres there 

300 tons for Alymgyan ^ ^areUonse of 
open market for tobacco produce excha „ 

mi^ion agent is the place -where the p 

.,Tr. cO'^TBOI* 


(2) OEBAinsinoN Aim oo-nmoi. market 

It IS therefore obTions tot «e.pt thej«^^^ privately 

bin™,, all tobacco markets m 
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owned and as sacn there is ^erv littie organisation and control la 
fact It appears that of all the commoditr markets tobacco markets 
are the ones most di oi^msed requiring control measures almost 
immediately The markets at \ipaiii, Jaijastngpur and SsTtg'i 
appear to be the onl\ cases where attempts hare been made for 
organi_ation ilerchants operating at Atpoiii established a Mer 
chants Leacrae m 1919 which fixed the units of sale, rates of com 
mission charges deduction to be made from the gro s weight and 
other mHcellaneons charsres The rates of di«count for immediate 
payment a- well a-s interest rates ou overdues were also fixed bv 
the Lea'^ne The rules ‘stipulate that no member of the League may 
deal with any per n who ha not cleared Ills accounts with another 
member cf the Leairue The Merchants Association at Jayast}\gpvr 
was eatabhched m 1935 This Association also works on similar 
lines as at Nipani The rales of deduction from gross weight, and 
the roles goyemmg samples discount etc are laid down 

Seyeral attempts appear to have been made bv the 
Darbar to regulate the Sangh marAef A scheme for the regnla 
tion of market practices m the Sangb market was put into operation 
as an experimental measure m 1917 Bv 1921 the scheme was made 
permanent since it had shown jrood re:>ults during the trial period. 
In 1927 merchants and farmers made representations for eertam 
charces and the Sangh Darhar appointed a committee to look into 
the matter and make recommendations Aecordinglv a Commercial 
Crops Market Bill was drafted and presented to the Sangb State 
Rvot As.emblv m its meetmg in September 1933 The As-emblT 
the Bill to a select committee and finallv pa->*ed it in Mav 
193o But owing to strong opposition from the local merchants it 
failed to receive the assent of the Rajj Salieb of Sangb and was 
therefore dropped The commercial crops which were to come 
under the purview of the Bill were cotton, tobacco, jaggery, 
turmeric groundnut and a few other commodities The chief pro- 
vision of the Bill were (i commercial crops could not he sold or 
purchased except at a licensed market place , (») each market com 
mttee was to con«i t of 7 members out of whom three were to be 
elected from among growers or nominated bs Government from 
am^ffst the srov-ers two were to be licensed operators and one was 
to be a nominee of the local self goveminc body The Chairman 
of the committee was to be nominated bv the State Government 
ice market committee could regolate storage of commodities m the 
marJvet place and was to make rules regarding trade allowances 
units of weight deduction m gro^, weight arbitration of disputes 
etc 

At present the Sangb market is regulated to a certain extent 
bv the rales made bv the Sangb chamber of commerce These rules 
stipulate the time of opening and closing of the market-place the 
order of sales the units of bargammg conditions of sale, ^owanees 
in weight etc Rules have also been framed rec'arding the rate> 
Of (hsconnt and interest It is thus obvions that m all the three 
^bets I\ipam, Javasingpur and Sangb, attempts towards orgamsa 
tion have been made more from the point of new of merchants operat- 



221 


^ these markets rather than from the pmnt of vtew of the grower, 
or sellers , 

I. no other maE - «^r'eSw 

been made Growers who “pen markets and the 

few. firstly beeanse f a rStrket and secondly 

warehouse of the commission □ cases followed by disputes 

because sales in markets are, e methods of weighing, 

The most fruitful sources of ”4ie „nd the carious deduc 

quahty ranations in the lot otod -mle Md 

tions and allowances areas it is alleged that buyers 

tries to farour the buyer and in “innan so that the 

enter into contract or agrecracn bowecer the 

latter might underweigh the refuse to sell 

grower IS more free since he can mo favourable But even 

if the terms offered by the Icpe time for another 

here he cannot possibly afford to ... jp deteriorate in quality 
customer because the tobacco ’*taf ta ‘ produce 

m the absence of proper storage facilit circumstances to accept 
to the market, he is ve^ often £o™«l bj '“f “’p^ppasion agent 
the terns oflered by the >>”'"■ ^'““.„venmnt to take back the 

generally fayoure the buyer and It IS commission agents 

produce to the TiUage If .-cpally tods that the other 

godown tor another buyer to come he g y prey ions one In 
buyer already knows the terms offered by the p 
the Nipani market, disputes ^pe+ anree to the terms 

yery common and m case the seller do subsequent market 

offered by the purchaser, he is 'PJ“^'’"l'ce to T commission 
day, that is for a week or to take ^ The sellers m 

agent’s godoivn and request b™ •" 'J terms of the buyers rather 

the majonty of cases, prefer to accept the t ecrlomi for sale 

than take the produce to a commi^wn o selling as m 

Sometimes different Tveights ^ ^ ^roi^nces The market 

the case of some markets m the numerous and 

charges and alloivances in kind or CTTnwmc» areas of the 

complicated, particularly m the two tob “ne district to 

Bombay Presidene-v, 3 “^ these ^ ary n commission 

another but also from village to account of %ariatioiis m 

agent to another in the same market natural that the growers 
market charges and allowances it is nu subject to 

prefer to sell their crop m c„a where the rate of 

onerous market charges In the Charo 

discount vanes m different villages trom eenerally not keen 

gross value, it is noticed that fte buy . _ ^ate of discount 

to maie purchases m ydlageu for ftese vdlages On 

IS low This therefore acts as a ^gi^r alert and keep 

the other hand, the visitn^ buyers ha discount and market 

themselves in touch with the current to be able to secure 

allowances m all the tobacco growing areas so as lo 
the largest advantage 

Eicept at Sangh, there is ESSl^A^toglTpart 

any of the tobacco markets m India ana 



222 


oi the htdi tobacco locally 1 nown ns * angad ’ or ‘ chura ’ is sold liy 
open auction In all other markets tlie sale is by prnate treaty 
On account of the fact that there are no organised and open 
markets and that the different types and qualities of tobacco haye 
not yet been defined market intelligence service mth regard to 
supplies and prices is non existent and difficult In consequence 
groirers haie to accept the prices offered to them by the buyers It 
appears therefoie that organisation of regulated and open markets 
at a fey centiei in *1 e prii eipal tobacco producing areas of 
Bengal Cl a ofar \ipant and AortA BiJiar would be 

adianta^e us If such open and regulated marl ets are organised 
it would be possible for the grower to know the extent of the market 
price realised b\ hii i and whether he has secured more or less than 
his neighbour The practice might also encourage the growers to 
grade their tobacco leaf if they find that better quabty fetches a 
higher price in an open marl et The regulation of markets may 
be done on the lines adopted for the regulation of certain tyqies of 
markets e g cotton markets in Bombay Central Provinces Hyder 
dbad State and Madras The control measures should include such 
items es the appointment of a representatn e market committee 
standardisation of weights and methods of weighing as also of market 
charges and other allowances in cash and Lind All middlemen and 
huierb operating these regulated marl ets may be licensed by the 
market committee under certain conditions 


E — Finance of assembling 


(1) Village banuja or monev LTyripR 

The Milage bamya or money lender is by far the most important 
source of borrowing for the growers Advances for the growers 
current financial requ rements are mostly gneu on promissory notes 
in tl e ease of s ibstantial growers an I on pledging land or jewellery 
in the ea«e of others The rates of interest rary m accordance vnth 
general credit of the borrower the degree of his necessity the nature 
of secuntj offered and the general rate of interest prevailing m the 


Except m Burma it is not the general practice for the village 
mone^ lender to gne loans specifically against the tobacco crop 
uoney is aclianced as a general loan and the rate of interest charged 
n per annum m the North Bengal and 

k«rth B,har m„ 9 to 12 per cent m the area and IS te 

mmnfr .’’l' In the CMrvtar area the 

A w'er I *»'>“"!» grorrers appear to be financially mU off 

loanTfro-m tk ’7 bke Hie dharalm m this area tale 

meJrts th ’"“'I ’“i*''' on the security ol lands or om« 

mnuk ™ *' oharged being 12 to 15 per cent per 


IS rcS specifically against the tobacco crop 

tolls™ .‘1 ^“1”“ ■* “ understood that most of the 

all ‘"1" from the local moneylenders ivho are 

also tobacco merchants The borrotring commences often enough 
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lefore the season has I"!!™ TL™ofS'’Me of two mam 

to month as the cultiTation P™” re-^ard to the disposal of 

classes those -which eariw e reject are unconditional The 

the crop and those ^hich m on the secuntv of 

lattei tyie of lean [^present borrowers 

land hou-e and jewellerv and ^ snen j to Rs 2 per cent per 
of substance The rites Tbe form of loan ^Inch 

month IS considered comparative^ i-n,ters who have an interest m 
s more general is that taken Jdlago brokers traders 

the disposal of the crop terms these loans may 

or even manufacturers In their ^ terest at to 2^ per cent 
take the form of advances ®“tbe option on the borrower s 

per month the lenders hem S ^ ^ ^ friendly cases an 

crop at current rates or in the so caiiea bis crop 

advance free of interest conditional on t ^be 

to the lender at about Rs se'^howe%er are enjoyed only 

market rate Conditions siith as small tenant cultivator 

by the cultiiators of standino’ loans on hse basis the 

finauee k> harder Usuallv he ^ tobacco deliverable after 
amount borrowed being converted reuresents from half to 

harvest at a stated pnee his previous 

three quarters of the price reali cd of ^tenant cultivator hahi 

crop Enquiries indicate that rate Apart 

tnallv pledge part of their crop m given to tobacco 

from other factors the conditions , aemand^ for tobacco leaf 
grovrers depend also on the ® Shwegjm iaung bet Ian area, 

produced in different arew In ^ , . f; i een demand every 
for example where the tobacco take loans and pledge 

inducement la offered to the t^acco however where 

histolacco In the a^acent Shwep^m eagemesa to 

the qualitv of the produce is is high being about 

advance monev and hence the rate ® , j condition that all the 
Rs 3 per cent per month with the lender either at a fixed 

totaccS obtamed shab be sold baSS 'i« 

pnee or with a brokerage fee of I' ^ v 

(21 AtoCHi^TS AND COMMISSION AGEN-re 

Ao-T* larcely financed by tne 
The small village merchants are large markets The 

commission agents and merchants from ,, advance money to 

commission ^ents from large marl e s value of the pro- 

theiT clients up to about 50 to To ® , .^^erest which is about 

dnee deposited with them at varving ra ^ per cent. 

j er cent per annum m Bengal an ^ipani area it is 

in Bomba j and the United Frounces -tourers borro-w money 
estimated that about tliree fourths “mission agents in the 

from the local petty merchants or interest at about 12 to 

adjacent market centres Such there is ^ obligation on 

24 per cent per annum and “ tnoacco through the lexers 

the part of the borrowers to sell it,]iat in the Madras Ties 

The large trade m chewing tobacco at PaJ„s ^ commission 

dency is maintamed by a ^em of visiting merchants and 

^ents from Palghat advance money 
LUOAR 
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viHaie brokers trith or rnthoQt intercut and the latter in tnm lend 
out at higher rate? larving from 12 to 24 per cent per annum. 
Altogether about 8 laih? of rapee., per rear are said to be so 
ddvanced In the Guntur di^tnrt the Indian Leaf Tobacco Develop- 
ment Co Ltd ad^ anc<*s raon«»\ to bam-curers at about Rs 100 to 
Its 300 x>er head Th<T alio arranije to supply coal for the irork 
mg of flue-cnriag ham-i A fe^ of the other merchants at Guntur 
also advance mon^v to bam-curers at about Rs 300 per bam Th're 
IS bovrever ncc^ a general tendmcv to do awav with these advance* 
either to the village hrol er or curer 

In the Ounfur area the bulk of the export trade ls financed by 
the exporters themvlves thongh a tew of the exporters got advanc** 
from their London leaf brokers at abont 6 per cent per annum up 
to about 7o per cent of the \alae of fheir leaf lying m the United 
Ringdom bjnded warehouses 

In other areas the upcountrv bnvere of unmanufactured tobacco 
generalli remit the value of thetr purchai^ to their respective dalcU 
and arh<iftyii$ long after the receipt of goods In a large number of 
ca.ses the local 'ommcsston agents and npcountry buyers have 
atcfunl> with each other wfaub are finally s<‘tlled usually once a 
Tear at the tune of Dtucli in October November The growers 
and other «eUers of tobacco on the other hand, are anxious to receive 
parments a.-^ earU as possible after fcale The local and Tillage 
dalcU who arrange for tb*- sale of griiwer’s tobacco give him an 
oral iind“rt«iVin_' for pa? mg tb<» amount of sale proceeds wiUun a 
specifi tj penol which m8^ range from a week to even £tx mouth* 
according tf the cu-stoin jr^-sajUng in different tobacco producing 
areas exti^pi m ih» Ounfur a*ea wlere the cigarette leaf buyers pav 
fb*® gTO”‘ep» almost imirt'“diateh or at most nfhia a few days after 
sale In Lengal and BO nr the growers are u.sually paid within 
about a f r^night v,bi!<- in Aher areas the sellers receive payment 
00 -ts within about a month afi'r fca)™ These parments are 
"f-iera!»i rnadp bt the Jahh and orhatijfu, from their own 

^unds 1 ng before thi» receipt of monev from the purchasers 

The dalnls and arhcfiy<u therefore shoulder great responSJ- 
DililiK of financing th** assembling and distribution of this pr^n^ 
as they arrange to pay the sellers their sale proce»d> within <T)»ci£ed 
penoda and. on the other band, sappiv th** produce on credit to 
th^ir ch'Tits In addition thev provide facilities in the fora of 
godowTcs and proce'sing fatl‘*nes Thus the dalds, arhaUyns and 
bxal merchants have to invert lame «mms of monoy in their hnsme^ 
The Tf! mrpd capital i> raided br them out of their own savings c’ 
bv t a k ing loans agaiurt gold pnmissorv note> or real estate or by 
•aking aavance, from purrha.'-e’-s The amount of advance takes 
’^rom a buyer d“pend.s upon hb credit the volume of hts purcha^ 
an I las connection-s with hu dotof In hxhar and Bengif for 
“xamp’^j many dnlals tai-c advano>s from th<*ir huyers to the extent 
</ 23 to 60 p»r cent of tbe value o* purcl a=“s An advance psy 
m®nt of a part of the pne* is considered e^-ential from n“w and nn 
known pnreha.ers or from buyers of doubtful credit and m sa'’2 
ea^ the balance is realised bv the dalals by sending the railway 
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Kia r»n«it In case the buyer 

iii‘sss:^~s.sss2 

fte Ctoolar area » IT/®' s5aUcnar> far all 

S?l3Sr.f^2S 

" r'C. tJ — ra«a Se a d.eount a£ 

arkatluas pay the sellers Viithin ^ discount is 3 per 

fwt cent /ekarged Aftenrards the rata « a ^ 

up to ”0 montfl It payment » ““f .“t^ient for lua 
«J to dednetei « *' '>"1” rmSths he clatma tlna teotmt 
■aithin the stipulated period ^3 ,1^3 majoriti ^ “4 

Such occasions are however discount is _ lias 

long alter the ttro months P'r'fslp'li market the 

by the daM or arliatm 1“ a month after sme 

to par to the dalal the prme of („e this period of grace 

Severer cash parent 

expires a discount of Rs i a ^ P within a i a n 

Similarly tthen the seller dcma , . - 3 discount of Rs I ® . 

the amoint is paid to him after ded"' “S a ^ Motred at 

cent A similar method of allotting ^ ^ 3 2 0 per cent 

Jayasingpur escept that the rate of discount 

(3) Shroffs 

1/1 offs or "d"enoiis baiAers do nrt 

part in the assembling and distrib 

r4t BANKS. 

' ' fff ^bacco because 

Banks nsnally hesitate to KUSty o' f^raSess 

of its highly combustible ^es i?is classifi 

tion m quahty during storage Besittes ^ system of classm 
the ralne of tobacco m the ahsmee »£ „£ the met'''”® 

cation and dependable price d^a personal security or j 

borrow money from the m Trarancore ‘h®. ^ 

Government paper or real estate basis and -r-nlne 

tobacco merchants who trade oit eo ^ gg per cent of t e 
make adranee payments up to ahon tobacco do so hy o 

of tobacco wlthm 2 months of the “ t about IJ pet 'f ‘ 

mg from the local banks on personal seeu0 J^erdratl facilities to 
mterest Some of tbe banks in Qb‘'“ ^ ° Banks as a rule do 
tobacco merchants who deal with them n 
not give any advances to tobacco grow 
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(5) Co OPEEAirVB SOCIETIES 

'Ihe cooperatne oi^anisation has developed mostly along the 
credit side all over the country and the non credit activities form a 
very small part of the co operative movement m India Co operative 
societies have not so far tahen any direct interest in the marketing 
of tobacco m any part of India and Burma, except to a small extent 
m the Nipam area 

In tne Ntpani area the Belgaum District Central Co operative 
Bank has made arrangements to give advances against tobacco stocks 
at Nipani As will be explained later in the chapter on “ Storage 
and Stocks ’ about 3 lakhs of rupees were advanced against tobacco 
stocks hy this bank m 1935 36 
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[Assembling 


imer-chapter five 

There is a strikmg absence of legulai m^ikets foi 
tobacco m the piuducmg aieas Xot moie than 1 
cent of the pioduce is sold bj glowers m Pi°P^ ^ 
estabbsbed iLkets The big bulk of lie crop is sold , i 
the Tillages eithei standing m the field ui after cu fe 
At least thiee fourths of the gioweis in the N ^ 

for example, and moie than one fouith in S']*" 

sell then tobacco as a standing clop Selling « ‘ 

on contiact is, on the othel baud, a common method u 
the case of Yiiginia cigaiette tobacco giown in 
Guntiii aien , 

The market cbaiges in the villages aie 
high and vciv numerous In the Charota, f 

Bombay Pi e'^icleiicy f 01 example ^ ^ ^ ^ 

andoa;hahoutEs iSonevcivRs ^0 on nei 

which he sells and m some cases even moie 
cent lloie than half of those maiketing espen 
due to allowances and deductions in weig 

The so called tobacco ma.kcts Xere 

dan markets foi assembling and 
merchants and waiebonsemen brmg o a 
by them in villages Even m such cases theie i no 
cential jilace wheie the produce is co ec cotton 

,nantitil as happens u, *K, <•- J 
Geneially the wai chouse'; of the do 
'erve the puipo^e of a market 

bipani IS apparently the onlv^- ^ 
the local mmncipabtv has piovide ^ 

where the village tobacco is India 

week (Tbursdav') All othei to ac appears 

and Burma are pnvatelv owned a i except at 

to he made foi their oiganisat.on oi control excep 
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Nipani, Jajasingpur and Sangli where trade and market 
practices are to some extent governed by the rules framed 
h} the local merchants’ associations 

It IS essential that regulated and open markets for 
tobacco should be established at a tew centres in the 
piincipal tobacco producing aieas of North Bengal, 
Charotat, Nipani, Guntui and North Biliai 

Sangli, where at piesent a system of open auctions 
IS in vogue, is the only place wheie attempts have been 
made to establish a legulated market for tobacco, but 
unfortunately owing to strong opposition fiom the local 
merchants, the Sangli Durbar had to diop the Commer 
cial Cl ops Maikct Bill which it was pioposcd to intro- 
duce It ivill be inteiestmg, tlieiefoie to follow the pro 
gress of the Madias Ooveiiiinent m attempting to intro 
duce regulated mai kets and open auction floors in the 
Guntm distiict In this case, howevei, it would appear 
that the bulk of opinion, both glowers’ and merchants 
IS in fa\oui of the pioposa) Peihaps this may be asso 
ciated wntli the tact that maiketmg evpenses theie are 
alieady comparatively low being only a little over 5 per 
cent as compared, for example, with the chaiges at 
Nipani which amount to 121 per cent That there is 
still room foi reduction is apparent from the fact tha 
the maiket chaiges in Nizam’s Domimons appear to be 
only a little more than 2^ per cent 

The provision ol credit is a very important factor 
in the marketing of tobacco Manufacturers and d”> 
tnbutors who buy tobacco from or through the commas 
Sion agents in the producing areas do not generally 
tih long after the leceipt of goods Indeed 'in many 
cases the accounts are only finalh settled once a yeai, 
Diwah in October|November The local ddlals 
arrange for the sale of growers’ tobacco geneially ou 3 
gii e an oral undertaking to pay the full amount of t 
proceeds over a pciiod ranging up to six months accordiDir 
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1 rr the different producing 

to tl.o custom to wait about a moiitli 

.„eas Groweis generally or 

before leceirmg paym“ a<hatiyas or waie- 

arl,aU,ja In those proceeds are leceiTed, 

hou^emeu pay growers J ^sed back to tie 

tbemterestontiesimisoutstand „ 

■;ellei in tlie foim PnnuUiabad luaihet of the 

Be 0 2 6 per Bs 100 per Es 100 on tie 

TJmtedPiovmces, oi asiie.b 

gloss Talue in tie CTmiofar area 


, sralueintieCTrniomraiea j,,, 

Steps are, tieiefoie, and indigenous 

hties £oi financing tie crop tiis 

banks do not appeal to play an . ^o advance 

busme's and joint stock ba ^fficultv of assessing 

loans against tobacco “ ^bdity of its deteiiora 

its quaity and value and P therefore, essen 

hon during stoiage Two thi g ^ ^ardisation of 
tial, tie systematic ^admg and basis of 

tobacco and tie quotation of P™' know the 

those grades so that “"p ftey woidd be ex 

value of tie produce against piovision 

pected to make advances, and ti humidity 

of diy, rainproof stoiage where emp 
and insect damage can be cont.oHed 


insect damage can oe 

ot so fai taken very 
Co operative societies ° „f tobacco except 

much duect interest m tlie mar ,^^gre, it is interest 
to a small extent in the >*ipani ^ operative bank 

mg to observe, the district ^ and about Rs 3 

arranges loans against tobacco stoc ^ 
lakhs weie advanced ru ^ jjo system of co- 
example seems worthy of - uoye been developed 
operative sale appears however, to 
SO far 


" +n be even more acute 

The question of ' t most of the tobacco 

in Burma where it is under , money lenders w o 

grower's take advances from 



230 


are also tobacco merchants and such loans bear inteiest 
at the rate of 1^ to 22 pei cent per month 

The position is poihaps not much better m the 
tobacco areas of India although in those cases the money 
is advanced as a general loan and not specifically against 
the tobacco crop The rate of interest charged varies 
from 15 to 24 per cent per annum in North Bengal and 
North Bihai aieas 9 to 12 per cent in Guntur and 18 to 
374 per cent in the United Piovinces These terms 
seem appallingly onerous and should be capable of being 
reduced by organised banking and bettci arrangements 
foi stormg and maiketing 
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PHAPTER VI-OLASSmOATION GRADING AND 

CHAPTER VI g^^jjjj^jjBATION 


A —General 


A_ 4-otpri m the earlier 
It wJl le olseived from of olass.floatioA 

s?s»liss#;fs 

of trade In order to enable sTstem of pr'": 

benefit of sellers and tuvers “ tj done it rronli bm^ 

tions ought to he worl ed out closer contact The 

tlie producers and the eonsumers ' (,„le m each tjpe rancs 

mg I-Stem is sneh that the qiialltr “ that determine the 

from one merchant to d it should be possible f“ ^ 

quality are homerer X the stales in accordance ivitU 

the lanons types classes and finally tue s 
\] ese factors 


..,.e factors tbe 

The afiyantages of Ei“5'°market °infOTmatioii 
colletl.on and dissemination of “iXet ,„nsactious and sav 
mo c orderly marUtmg and fu™ ^ materials The 

mg he marl cting and transport cost adiantage m 

adoption of standardised grades has a pc (.qpserv atiye lyRb 

trade As is ivell ^own a tobaeco ™0Ker 

regard to his smoke and “ade »' Uad^ atandard.sed JoduCiS 
tc a large estent on the contmn ty oi „t thcro 

from year to vear Violent fluctu parties concerned m th 
fore to the ultimate advantage ^'Xetnrei and the smokm 
tobacco tradl^the grower ‘k' ““Xh, outset that apart troia 
pnhlie It may he howeycr stated at ' Marketing Stall 

the efforts hem" made since *Xtin" Staff to Standardis 

in CO operation yyith the Proyme.al Hark*^^^ ^ 
the grades of cigarette tobacco leaf to ^ ,j,e diflCT™t 

made later there are no standardised g „ other unportan 

types of tohaceo predneed in India and Buma j,^ariea 

tohaeeo producing countne in 

Rhodesia and Canada - - ^ 


desia and Canada viaync nf crad 

At the same time it may be obsem'd ‘hat the pio 
mg tobacco are cstrcmely eomplieated and PP ,b„ agricidtnial 
less to the meyperienced It appea« .pMl and knowlrfs' 

products tohaeeo requires like’ -wheat t^^size and 

m the matter of grading opting according to size ana 

are easier to grade hy mere products ^ 

by discarding foreign matter an A^„_rlled separately ,-nne 

crops each leaf of tobacco has to e through long , these 

of sorting and grading can orjv do"e of these 

practice and careful study of the factor. 
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quality factors are extremely difficult to judge for the meipenenced, 
as for instance colour texture and strength Besides a particular 
quality factor which is of great importance in one type may not be 
so in the case of other Upes Thus while lemon yellow colour u 
considered of paramount importance in cigarette leaf, it has absolutely 
no value in fact it would be a defect m tobacco intended for cigar 
cheroot b^dl hookah, chewing and snnffi The fanner who gro^s 
a particular t^ pe of tobacco and the merchant and manufacturer who 
deal in that t\pe howe\er know by their long experience and 
practice how to sort the leaf of that tvpe into different qualities So 
far as tobacco grown in India and Burma is concerned such sorting 
practices adopted bv growers merchants and manufacturers are 
^ague and not easih definable in the case of «ome types {eg, hdi 
powders) while in the ea^e of others (c g , cigarette leaf) the factors 
of quahtv taken mto account in sorting are fairly specific and capable 
ot being standardised As a first step toward*, grading and 
standardisation therefore it would be desirable to select onlr those 
t^pes and cla-. e in which the growers merchants and manufacturers 
ha\e made some progress in the matter of sorting according to son* 
definite qualitx factors It would be howeser desirable to discuss 
ID brief the existing methods of classification and sorting adopted for 
eieral t^pes produced m the various parts of India and 
Burma 

B — Present practices of classification and grading 

^^™nocrcial tvpes of tobacco grown m India and Burma 
fall into 2 pneral groups nameh \icotiana Tabacum and >icofifln» 
liustica and the big bulk of the crop ma\ be simplr classified as below 
traders present practices followed bs the growers and 


Type 

Class 

Principal areas 

^•tcotuitui Talacum 



I Cigarette 

1 

1 ytrfftnia 

(а) Tine cured 

(б) Snn cured 

Guntur Jlysore » Saharaopm 
Jhansi and Satara areas 

1 

2 C(^7ibp(Ao/u) 

(a) Flue-cnred 

{&) Sod cured 

Plainly in the Guntur area ao'^ 
to a amall extent m Bihar 

II Cigar 

1 

1 

3 Vi\lcappal i 

Tnehiaopoly and Counbatore 
diatncta 


4 Ran^pur 

Bangpur and Cooch Behat 
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Principal areas 


5 JoU I areas 

..d Oo»b..o.. 

6 Csxlappo^ ai=tncts 

, ' Madura 

7 llonnalappol 

.._..™.-ToW»«jU.-'»^B.dd-y 

dmded into — ‘ 


1 (a^ ^tin 


North of Thaietmvo 


IV Bid* powders 8 GuyraU 
{Bh^tiotttChvra) 


(b) s»«jy.. ®''"® 

nawa Charola 


CK.M »d B.tcd. 


c.fara andIaoliaV“f 
BeigattDi Satara au 


VI Chewing and snuff 13 


1 15 Jfeenamjxilosn"* 
16 i/ysore 

>11 iiooiaaanaci«b.iu6 17 
18 

19 Cafcufl*® 

(a> lical 

(5) Powder 

(e) PoMa « « rot* 


I North .hd C«.h B.h- 

' Bdt- h P 

' North B.nS.l.”dB«>'hB'h- 

I Bihar and the I. P 

Counbatoie district 
Mysore 

1 North B..g.l»dCoo.h>«t. 

1 North Bihar 

j I, p Panj'h ®‘''' 
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The quahtj charaetensties of the principal t\pes and \aneties 
ha\e already been described m the Chapters on Supply Appendix 
shows certain phj sical and chemical characteristics of cured 
tobaccc leaf produced in India and Burma based on the results of 
physical and chemical examination of several commercial samples of 
tobacco obtained from different parts 

(1) Nicotiana Tadvcuh 

(t) Virginia flue cured— 'Du most desir 
able quahtj factors of Virginia flue cured leaf are bright lemon 
yellow colour fine and silhj texture like a thick handl erehief good 
blemish mild strength slotv regular and continuous burnmg 
character wlnte ash and pleasant or neutral aroma 

leaf ranges from bright 
sS Sell sUly and full to thin texture the 

tlip fac f ^ inches long and 6 to over 9 inches broad In 
DevrfnSv.f. ''111! Ite Indian Leaf Toliaceo 

Sed in n 'I'’""' ■'.fferent qualities at prices 

Slow f- «»“*'•»<!* the cured leaf is sorted into 5 grades as 

^o I -—Leases of bright lemon or golden selloiv colour good 
®Ph“Sihcss and other blemishes and 

with jellow veins 

"earl) the same as in \o I but 
1 greenish veins and small greenivli patches 
Ao 5 lellow ttitli greenish and brown patches in places 
Ao 4— Leaves of reddish and green colour not well cured 
Vo 5— Scraps and rejection but not sweepings or dust 

leaf without^ffMfhtfJ^if *be usual piactiee to bale the 

The method o^ o-rart^n tfash and spoiled leaves 

chant to anothef ® bj exporters v anes from one mer 

grades beino' amnoo however the same the 

blemish to leave! w!th without any 
to darker Sn f u ®’*Sht blemishes and finaUy 

names gwen w indivS'^?"”^'^ SO under different 

three or extra lii»hf ^Porters as extra light number one to 

grades of thp Tnri'’ l^ht and light brown The purchase 

fhe some Co Ltd "ore not 

purchoeed Icof into ““1’“"^ rearranges the 

ments of its constituent mai J “ accordance with the require 
constituent manufacturing firms in India and England 

flue cured leS'isTasS'w’ek*''"'* *i' Practice of grading 

the leaf surfanf To, f colour and amount of blemish on 

aortinfis done" eeSd^ """^deration while .0 

IS followed in other a^ea^ P™*’" 

'TT.ea «ci ^ Mysore and Sahiranpur 

with fine siILv to thm ““Ses from bright lemon to green 

une silky to thm and papery texture The length of the leaf 
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K 10 to 18 moira mtoie 

ruTtSTosf " Sd m an ungraded bull to manufae 

1-Lea£ ™th bngM lenron .e«o. eolour and no ^.sb 
,-Lea£ re.th l.ght yellow colour and no blemr^ 

lin££o.e.eept. bat tbegreen.b or orange 

coloured patches are larger 
No 5 — Iica£ hanng green colour 


J'o 6— Eroben leaves etc . 

Ihe lca£ grown around ^'‘"’■J^'’e„Sr'‘arer* The few growers 
cbaracteristrcs as that produced m 

sort their leaf into 4 grades as below _ 


leir leaf into 4 grades as oe.o» 

No 1 -Leaf with lemon 5° ^ 

practically no brown or dark spot ^ ^ 

No a— Leaf bating almost 'J" jaA spots or having 

Ib^dy^deeneTr:'!- tending slightly towards 
brown 


of the Bombay Presldenc^ is ‘“Xw to li'^ht brown texture being 
areas The colour ranges fr^ ,» small being 9 to 

meduim to thick but fine ®^®tejnatie efforts are made towards 

long and 5 to 10 inches broad Nos%sienia 

sortmg the leaf • — 


° ■ • e. onl^ area where sun 

(tt) Ytrgmio 5 «n-oMrc<I--Guntur i ^ declining quantities 

cured Virginia leaf IS produced t ou^^ during the J^the 

owing to the rising prices of flue . gye cured lea 

The sue of the leaf .s the Exporters gme^Uy ™t 

colour ranging from light to dar Yjrwinia red or bgbt 

the leaf into three grades tm W jehes and (3) Virginia 

(2) Yngmia green or brown with green P 

dark or dark brown - • — +>>0 


; or dark brown , » ^i,g ^se in the 

(...) Couatnj (bo'*), ^“'^’■fteTroauXn of eo™'^ 

pnces of Virginia flue cared le , declining during t -ra. .g 
Sue cured leaf has been eontanotjly^de^ ^omt E « 

years and has now practically under Virgmi 

understood that with the rise 
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leaf country flue cured tobacco ■will no more be produced in tte 
Guntur area It is not therefore 'worth discussing the quality factors 
and grading practices of this tj pe of leaf 

(iv) Country sun cured — The important quality factors in 
judging the country sun cured cigarette leaf are the colour texture 
and freedom from blemish 

The country {Natu) tobacco of Guntur is the most important for 
cigarette manufacture The leaf is light to dark bro-wn m colour 
medium and pliable m texture 10 to 18 inches long and 6 to 9 inches 
broad It has mild strength and pleasant aroma The exporters 
usuallj sort the leaf into three grades according to colour into light 
brown brown and dark Some of the leading exporters however 
adopt 4 or 5 grades like bright light brown light dark heavy brown 
and hea-vy dark Texture and blemish are next m importance The 
country (desi) leaf from Bibsr is about 1*1 to 18 inches long and 
6 to 9 inches broad yellowiab brown m colour and mediuiD in 
texture It is mild m strength but sometimes has an earthy flaiour 
Usually the middle leases called murhan of the desi tobacco are sold 
to manufacturers of cheap cigarettes No further sorting of murhan 
appears to be in practice on the part of the growers or merchants 
though cigarette manufacturers furtl er sort tne leaf into 2 or 3 
grades according to colour 

(6) Ctgar leaf — The quality charactensties desirable in cigar 
tobaccos are light to dark brown colour thin to medium and pliable 
texture good size freedom from blemish mild strength sloi' regular 
and continuous burning character white ash and agreeable flavour 
For wrapper purposes the leaf should be pliable with smooth and 
glossy appearance and thm \ems and good length Size is relatively 
unimportant for filler and binder purposes for which medium to thick 
textured leaiea are considered tolerable 

The Xlsikappal leaf produced m the Tnchmopoly and Coimbatore 
districts of the Madras Presidency is light to dark brown m colour 
thm to medium and pliable in texture about 18 to 24 inches long 
and 4 to 9 inches broad No particular system of grading appears 
to be practised for this type of tobacco The cigar manufacturers 
make their purchases on samples from 1 nown merchants ivho haie 
experience of the quahties desired by the various manufacturing 
firms After purchase -the mannfacturercs generallj sort the leaf 
accordance with colour texture and size or sometimes get the sorting 
done by merchants from whom they buj 

The small quantitj of cigar leaf produced m the Kangpur area 
of the North Bei gal is greenish *o darl bro'\vn m colour thin m 
texture about lo to 22 inches loi^ and 6 to 9 inches broad The 
leaf IS sometimes sorted by merchants and manufacturers into four 
grades as below — 

No 1 — Good sound leaf with brownish v ellow colour and 20 
mehes and over m length 

No 2 — Good sound leaf with bro'wnish yellow colour and 
broivn patches and 15 to 19 inches in length 
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^ mth ereemsb brown colour and 12 to 
}fo 5 — Good sound leaf witn g 

metes m lengt 

, jr SaS " 

medmm t— ,,, .i.te ash . pre- 
flavour and strength even 

XT »», R<.n«Tal IS greenish to dark 
The ;oli tobaceo produced w ®2U mehes long and 6 to 12 

i~SElfS^ 

below — , <.k •» Allow colour with brown 

' “Ipols S? ;;«1nrattrS‘t« 22 .nehes long and 9 to - 
mehes hroad ^ y„ j 

J„ J or Med. -The ^re m patches only 

except that the brom. sp 

No 3 or M.Ied-^a^on and tmn ' i „„l„^r 

ond 5 to 6 ntehes broad 
An 4 or M.rrd -Smaller leares and reject. 

darh bromi m eo'etf harvested and 

Tbe sand leaves S“l'= f 'bf bfo.^^ 

ri.vht sr^^”£ibrrmai^-«- 

hshpat of jafi tobacco is sometimes- 

agarettes inrinal produced m 

TrreMISl 

boned under cigar leaf Att ^ medium m te tobaccos 

usually dark hrown m As m the ca^e of «.ar t 

inches long and 6 to 12 , 1 aticv no definite ^ ^ 

produced m tbe Madras classes ‘f s^plea 

appears to be Sl.es mostly on the hasm 

manufactnrers making their p 
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After purchase either the raanofactarers or the merchants on tteir 
behalf generalh sort the leaf m aceordince with colour texture and 
size 


The }> triiae cter ot leaf is greenish to dark brown in colour 
thin to me liiira and pliible in texture 15 to 30 inches long and G to 12 
inches broad For the Kunyuahse which is bj far the most 
important \arieU the grading of the leaf is based on a combinaticin 
01 size and quality In this latter thickness and body are the mam 
considerations The three chief grades are — 


No 1 Hse gyt — Leaies thick and big with a full complement 
of brown spots on both sides of the leaf Veins must 
be thin and the leaf elastic This grade is further sub 
dnided according to size into (1) Rsegyiyaung 
(2) Hse gjthnasa i man and (3) Hse gyuhnash pu' 
^0 2 H<selat — ^As in No 1 but leaves of smaller size 


No 3~~Ssc pa — ^Leaaes maa be big or small but are thin in 
hodj with few brown spots 

For the Skwegytn and Burmese llaiana the gradas are based 
mainly on the consideration of size as below — 


N 0 J TFse ffyv or ? e bat gyt — Leaf about 10 to 14 inches long 
■with fine and pliable texture to serve as fost class 
■wrapper 


No 2~Hse lat or Ta bat lal —Medium sized leaf about 18 
inches long medium in texture 

■^° ^ bat hto — Leaf about 12 inches long with 

medium texture used as binder 

^ bmall leaves about 6 to 9 inches long used 

as filler 


aualitv ‘t fcttor detemmmg the 

a 1 1 ' strettsUt A sood Sidi tobaeeo should s«e 

1 .1 ■‘”‘’ T'" important faeton 

charaewf.! OPaPSe to light greeuisli hroivo leaf uitl 

but oof '’"Jo “ T'® “ pn-fmed The teuture should be thich 

made into iTpoffif 


thick m V. “ the Chatofir and Baroda areas ^ 

broad Ttio //i? 1 1 coarse 12 to lo inches long and 5 to 9 inches 
■while the eolmir f p^enish vellow in colour with brown spots 

tinoe more or less green with a light yellowish 

sideration ,q ii is considered to be an important con 

bidi ^af supposed to be a drawback The 

irolden vMW t Ntpam area is stronger The colour i^ 

brown ennte o Orange and light brown sometimes with 
an snrfaee of the leaf which give the leaf 

not coar 5 p tli ° si in of a panther The texture is thick but 
broVd being about 12 to 18 inches long and 6 to 9 inches 

g ng worth the name is done in botli these areas As 
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already described prSSr?hraried 

MarUt”, 6tdi tobacco is from the main 

leaves so that they faU m . cared, crushed and sold 

crop, ratoon crop and „hich form the growers 

separatelv The ^ ,0 smaller sized flakes either 

sell their tobacco, /f i ji,™. merchants or by hid* manntac 
by the assembling and smaller sized flakes the 

turers At the time of p P P ^jjg po-wders of different 
processors blend m varying pr p , strength and to some 

ages and quality mercLnt has his own blends 

extent on colour also Each proe o 32», No 151, 

which are designated hy a number, as No Bu, 

etc M\isore area is 

The small quantity of hidt ^™^sture The leaf is over 
yellowish brown in colour and me ^ sorted accord 

18 mches long and 3 to ^ on the plant formmg the 
mg to sue, the middle and mialitv The top leaves and 

ptndi whicKia considered to be the firy q ^ O/andiifl Chour 

broken Icares fom the second crop constitute the 

Sand leaves and leaves obtained from ^ Tamti 

ted and the lowest quality loeaUy known a ® ^ „ javour is 

(a) SM W"oo“7^*''''Vaaau'ty Tte S. 
used for hooUh Other factors «►£ ® I f dark 

etc, are considered relatively ununportant thougn a 
brown colour is preferred \„rth Benf 7 ol 

The quality characteristics of jo(* leaf is intended 

have already been referred to earlie m the caae 

for hookah or chewing no systematic ,5prehants howe^e^ sort the 
of the jah leaf exported to Burma a 

leaf m accordance with the strength appreciable 

ho sortmg or gradmg of dcsi lea^is ^ “O sorting 

degree except to some extent m the growers and merchants 

appears to be lairlv widelv practised plant The mam 

m accordance with the position of tue c»rades j?iwr/ion or 

crop IS ronghlT sorted after curing in , . bottom 1®^'®^ 

middle leaves rainfi or lop leav^ the name of dooji The 

The rafooa crop is sold separately un , medium m texture 

tiurhan leaves are yellowish brown ® ^ j jjjto 3 grades accorci 

and strength These are sometimes su -u brown m colour an 

mg to size Leaves of rffinfi brown 

medium m size, texture and streno , strongly flavoured 

to dark green m colour, coarse m te u ^ Punjab and the 

The de>. leaf produced in fk' ^‘“‘'^Jj’'°'^Sractcristics^ being 
North 'West Frontier Province has coarse m te^ur® 

greemsh brown in colour, medium to tk“L leaf of the United 

to 12 mches long and 3 to 6 inches broad texture and flavour 
Provinces is, however, considered snperi stated earlier m 

(/) CAeunng and snuff ‘“hooMt— appreciable 
the Supply Chapter, there is no variety g 
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(2) Nicotiana RusricA 

(„) BooUl, and “lied m 'tcrime "lO 

bj ft. grovers - 't- m.rch-mU „ t.eng h 

manufacturers and re ailers 

texture and colour betore n,-uuia" ure or sale 

Tb. uIa,jaH l.ae produced tobacco 

Jortt Bihar is cou idered to be «iT ,5i,nre about 

The leaf ,s dan broirn m To sorting ot aue e ud 

8 to 12 mehes long and o to 9 mche, broaa 
appears to be done for tins type of tobacco 

The calcnttia leaf produced in thick and coarse 

Punjah is greenish bmirn in colour g to 9 inches broad No 
m texture, about 8 to 12 mchas '0^ pt the groners or 

sorting of any hind appears to ^c ,be Punjab where 

wholesalers except in some ““--if ^ ‘‘'‘'XSie merchants In all 
a rough classification is T irprepared for the market in 

these areas howerer the cataiKia leaf is p P j^crent wavs are 
different trays and is sold 'CParalel tobacco powders The 

tobacco bundles, tobacco ropes . leaves or tbe whole cured 

tobacco bundles are made of either chewing but bundles of 

plant Leaf bundles are P^rtlv used ,tsed for 

•whole plants, ropes and po-wders a ^ powders 

hoo\ah, a ■very small quantity n Tjo-wder of stalhs ai^ 

are of three distinct kinds Es In the De^ 

stems and powder made from the fio raddi 

Provmce, the e three types of powders a these powders by 

Wd.A. and radd. churalt At ^me of mto.^ 
beating the tobacco plants with h®^^ with the powders and 

a considerable quantity of earth ge s as much as 50 per 

the raddi churaKi in Delhi Proving of , the tobacco m the 

cent earth The merchants at Hazro 
market as follows • — 

Ao J-Jur, -Bundles c" whole tobacco plants 
Ao 2— Paffar— Leaf or leaf powder 
An 5— Eoddi —Powder of stalls and stems 
No 4—EaU or dAuro —Powder ot leaf an 

Ao 5 — GaHn-hocAo— Powder of „ four groups 

Each of these are further sob titvided int , ^ small extent 

in accordance with strength, thickness o ’ 

<=olo^ 3 .f,A m the North 

({,) Snuff —The nasuan thm to me(L^ 

^est Frontier Provinces is brownish gf« „„i,es broad The metho 
m testuxe, 10 to 12 inches long and o to ® Hazro is based on 

of sorting adopted by the snnff three or four top leav 

the position of the leaf on the plant 
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(saTpatta) are a^ed m the manufacture of superior quality snuff th 
lower lea\es {mudapalia) being used for making the lower quality 
product 

C —Suggestions for standardisation and grading 


(1) General 

The bull of tie tobacco crop m India can be classified into 2 
botanical species 8 commercial tjpes and 20 classes These are su 
dnided again as m the ease of certain classes of cigarette btdi ana 
hooXah tobaccos There are sixteen classes of ^lCoilana 
and four of Aico/iana RusUca These different classes hate difleieni 
qualitt character sties and different price levels and are quite 
different in this sense that a bujer who wishes to have one will not 
be satisfied if another is delivered to him instead The first s ep 
towards bringing order out of the present confusion is for these 
classes to be recognised and quoted in those marl ets where ^ ^ 

available and for traders to buv and sell on the basis or t e 
descriptions It would be also desirable for the growers in y 
district or area uniform with regard to soil climate and 
to grow ouly that class of tobacco which has been found most 
ful and become typical of the district or area so that 
of the area for that particular class may be built up Tim t 
tural Departments might render necessary assistance m this 
by propagating the seed only of the type and class found ® . 
able in any one area It would be also essential to see ^ 
number of classes and varieties grown in any uniform area isreau 
to the minimum 

Even when the different classes are recognised there still 
a fairly wide range of quality and price within the class ^ 

to grade but the question of standardisii^ the grades of j 

under each class is far from being simple Apart from the se 
complex factors that constitute quality the area of P^° 
most important consideration taken into account by all the m 
faeturers before making purchases In consideration Miiey 

duction of grade standards therefore it must be recognised tha 
would apply to certain areas of production of fairly uiufom y 
and qualitv The snnev results indicate that there are quite 
such uniform aieas where individual merchants follow their 
system of grading based on certain physical factors of quali ? . 

as colour texture size etc But this individual grading 

always results in the same so caUed grade varying from one me 
or grower to another in the same place Ev en with the 
chant or growei the specified grale varies from month to . pg 

season to season and he generally bases his grades more on t 
and quality of tobacco available with him than on any specific g 

of quality It is on this account that big manufacturers _ 

prefer to visit either personally or through representatives 
areas of fairly uniform production to buy leaf m bulk at a “ , 
and subsequently grade it to suit their requirements In ? „j|jual 
of the development of trade vt is essential to organise these in 
attempts at grading into <5ome definite standard system 
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(2) SUGGESTED FACTORS AND SYSTEM OF GRADING 


(2) SUGGESTION 

(„) y«,olt<ina roiMKin disensed earlier, 

(,) Cigarette tobacco— Virginia fl growers mercliant« 

me ymeipal fae-ors “'Xlue are the e„^ 

and manufacturers m colour may varj from bright toon 

texture and the hlemiah T reddish yellow The testae 

to dull yellow with „,se and thm and PaP“>',^'S' 

may range from fine and silhy , ^onld decrease with the 

to nsef^esa ol the leal the form of green eolonr 

amonnt of blemish on the leal snrlaee in TabnJ 

sponginess, scalding J^r,,„J^n these three laetors ol 

too aceonnt all ‘"e Po^le iarjatiom^^_^^^_^^j^ fl,e 

quahty, the flue cured leaf made later 

standard grades to which a r . xr sun cured leaf can 

YirginM dance' with variations m eolonr, 

be graded into three , the leaf surface 

textoe and the amount of blemish on the leai 

, e ♦U.c trrift of tOD 


toe and the amount oE b.emisn 
Cowilni CJafa) Texture and blemish 

gested tahmg into account colour, texture » 

* _-i of ouality 


,„„a tahmg into account colour, lex.u 

(u) C.per!eu/-Thepnneipal faet^ »f_J The sm^ 

are the colour, texture, sue “S^^nnr area is at present being 
quantity ol cigar leaf grown m , f^„rs ,n1o lour grades based 

sorted by a lew tnerchants and manufaet rere^^^^ praetiees it 

on colour, size and blemish jgaf to be graded into fou 

should not be difflcult lor the ‘colour size and the extent 

distmct qualities, based on the variations m colon 
of bkmisb •* T-.-j atiivtI 


JlCl liuailhics, utfcavsi S'— 

ui ukmisb rpratime the Vsilappai 

The same procedure maj be account an additional 

cigar leaf produced m Madras ^arlatlons in colour tes u 

quality factor, texture Couaidenng . ^ define about 5 gra 
Ld the amount of blemish it mav be possible 

for this type of cigar leaf , i * » nf standardising 

(m) Clieroof lea/ -The ‘ to case ol juj. tobacco 

grades of cheroot tobacco appear t « ^ar areas of North Ben^ 

Itoduced m the Knngpnr and Cooeh Behar ar^_^ tobacco are 

The mam factors lor consideration m , ,he leaf surface 

to eolonr, size and the extent «I toportance m different 

Each of the e quality factors ments of the P™'^ 

markets By studying the quality q should be po'^sible 
markets like Rangoon, Moulmem et<^ important 

prescribe at least three to four S’"® . „ the principal qua 
consmnmg centres based on the 'ari 

factors ’ tnVinceo 


factors cheroot to1 

In the case of Csiloppof and district, 

produced m Trichmopoly Coimba»o 


tobacco 

the 
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In the case of ca?CMffta leaf produced m the United Provinces, 
Punjab and Delhi it is difficult to suggest at this stage anv system 
of grading for powders and ropes The method of preparing the 
produce hv pounding the whole plant info powder on open fields 
encoura'^es the mixing of eiith and in De'hi Pro mce alone it is 
estimated that tiie earth so colle ted iiuounts to about Z) pei cent 
of the total weight of tobacco FurtLer enquiries made m this 
respect indicate that the growers would gam considerablr bj ‘^ellmg 
their produce m the fom of bundles composed either of leases or 
whole plants But the growers generallr prefei to make the tobacco 
into 1 owder It would appear that there would be some adiaatage 
in piittm" the powders of the different parts of tlie tobacco plant 
on be market fiee from earth Manufactureis and bu^ers m Delhi 
Cit\ are in favour ot a change of practice bs the local growers on 
this 1 ne and the\ l'i\e expressed tie view that it would in fact 
pav the growers to do so The growers and the village merchants on 
the other hand are inebned to take a dilfvreut new and claim that 
the total sum r cei\ed for tobacco aud earth are larger than would 
be le eived for clean tobacco '^bev point out that the IwoKah manu 
facturers are accustomed to u‘-e a pioporiion of earth m making up 
their mixtures and on tiat account are not inclined to gne up the 
practice of mming earth with local tobacco There seems to be no 
doubt that th® reputation of the areas which are accustomed to mix 
a considerable quantity of earth m powdered tobaccos must be 
such that anj indindual giower who attempted to market clean 
produce would find it difficult to get a sufficientlr high price to 
compensate him for the absence of earth aud any proposal to raise 
the standard of quality by introducing suitable grades would have 
to meet a general agreement in the trade before it would be sue 
cessfui For individual growers or merchants who are at present 
^msious to secure an enhanced price it would it is suggested be 
better to put their tobacco up in an eniirelv difierent form eg m 
juftK or bundles 
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form of leaf bundles instead of bundles of whole tobacco plants The 
additional labour that may be required in plucking the indind-oal 
leaves from the plant is not of much practical importance on peasant 
farms Smce there is a demand for the powdered stalks and stems 
the remaining portion of the plant can be crushed into powder and 
sold to hookah manufacturers 

The first obi ous step is for producers to sub diiide their hookah 
tobacco and put the different parts of the plant on the maiket 
separately and the leaf should preferably be m the form of bundles 
but It IS a matter for further ini estigation and esperiment whether 
the caJcutha leaf can he sorted into three or four grades m accord 
ance with colour and thickness of leaf 

(ii) Snuff iolacco — The method of sorting adopted by snuff 
manufacturers at Hazro in the ease of ■nosuarv tobacco produced in 
the ^orth West Frontier Pronnee is based on the position of the leaf 
on the plant the 3 or 4 top leaies being considered superior to the 
lower leaves The quality factors generally taken into account are 
colour thickness and brittleness of leaf The question of defining 
standard grades on the basis of colour and texture remains to he 
investigated 


f3) Suitable areas for oradcto tobacco 


As a first step towards the introduction of grade standards fo^ 
tobacco leaf grown m India such attempts inigh,t be made with a 
reasonable hope of success for following types 


CISM 



JTtcolKino Taba4um — 

1 Virginia — ■" 

(a) Flue cored 

(b Sun cured 

'Cigarette l 

Guntur Jlysore Sahtrsnpor Jhausi 

2 Oounl y (\a<u) 

Sod cured 

3 Usikappal^ 


and Satara 

Guntur 

TVichinopoly and Coimbatore 

(a) Cigar 

tb) Cheroot 

4 ilonrtakappal — 

Cheroot 


1 Madura 

- 



f 



Into Hie cnred leal 

Standard Grade No 3 



6 Jati 


(o) BangpuT cigar 
(6) Bhtngi cheroot 

(c) Chewing 

(J) Hoohih 

6 Dm» — 

(a) Eoohih 

(6^ Chewing. 

7 iltetuimp(dayamr— 

Chewing 

8 ifyiwe— 

Chewing 
JfteofHina 
# — 

(а) Eoolah 

(б) Chewmg 

10 yflayoiv— 

Booiafi 

11 Coleuttia — 

(a) Leaf — 

(i) Soolah 

(ii) Chewing 
(’) Powders — 

Etx>hil> 

(f Bopes — 
Hookah 
12 Aojicari — 


BAar U P andPiinja'^ 

I Coimbatore 
Mysore 

Mrtk .la Coo* ®’’'“ 

l,orth Behar 


UP Ponjab and Delhi 


^ TV F P 


bnnff I Pun 

For Burmese cheroot tobacco, ^ areas of SbwegyvD 

yiro-^ise and Shu-egyin and Burmese » 

and north of Thayetmyo 
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«e durmg the t.e^t tobacco season 

(4) STlNOiaDISiT-ON OF PiCKAGFS 
Another problem o£ 'i‘“‘'”'*"'*7“t,’peToVtXe‘‘eo‘° “'aTpa'ek 

of packing adopted tor appear to be satiotaetory 

Bgii used for the mdigcnous » °y*”“<,„^i,mption The ques 
nnder the exiatmg methods of tode a^d (or Indian 

tion of nsing standardi-ed and present the bull of 

cigarette tobacco is, houejer ^^^orL is packed m ba es 

the cigarette leaf esported bj J „je bulk o( the cigarette 

containing about 2oO lb of leaf Since^^t^ 

totacco exported goes to the Ln manufacturers regard 

to consider the opinion of the £ m hales Host manu 

mg the adrisahiliti of pac ung ^ bettei m the ca 1 than in th 
fa!tnrers bel.eie th-t “’firekm- m bales results m greater 

hale and almos all complain that pack ^ rt,cularlv mhen bv 
brealage of leaf and therefore of American tobacco received 

meapciienee the leaf is o'er d 'ed The p,,ted m casta 

in the United Kin"dom market is almost iii eases 

of the ‘ tierce ” description "*L™(erence for tobacco that ^ 

The manufacturers aliva'S s and it is on this account 

packed m hogsheads casks and espoit ng their leaf m 

that few of the Indian exporters have been bogshea.^ 
hogsheads during the last 2 or 3 J but with view 

used hv Indian exporters arc of fairl' un 10 

to standardise these packages it ""“'d o standards for packages 
Tobacco Association at Guntur also ^ to the standards 

particnlarlv for tobacco leaf '^l*? '..“-rc^sion m these rules for 
It would be also desirable to luclude provision 
standardised methods of packing 

D —Systems of grading m some of ine 
■' ^ countnes 

(1) Khodesu 

After the leaf is removed tom the “teight medium 

sorted into fonr grades according to c separate hi^ 

dark and green Each of these S'ddes *s ar r „£ tbs shed as 

Leaf which i. green in colour is Pl“'d m ^be tobacco is 

this bulk IS the last one reqniied “r „ ^^tb the bright 

teniovcd from the bull foi S'd'?™" * Jicd where it is sorted 
leaf It IS placed on tables “ “ ture° On tie table tdere 

out according to colour sn-e a d grades stra gbt ea i o P 
sm divisions on- each foi tbe „,ccn spotted leaf and 

perished or tom hadlv perished o' tg,,t collected £oi faHJ;'' 

spoused leaf The straight grade leas '\„„,be. table with four 
snb division and tal en for toal sortm, ,, green tinge The 

diTisions which are for Eos 1 2 3 and the leal 
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slightly perished or tom leaf is next graded out m a similar fashion 
and so on until the last of the grades from the six dnisions has been 
dealt inth After the bright leaf the medium leaf is dealt tnth 
then the dark leaf followed bv the green tobacco The graded 
tobacco IS now tied into hands Onh leaf of similar grade and 
length IS tied in the same hand of tobacco Leaf under eight inches 
m length is uot tied into hands but is packed m bales as loose leaf 
There are 49 standard grades for flue cured leaf Appropriate 
standard si mbols liai e been adopted to designate the different 
grades 

(2) South Africa 

Before the green leaves are threaded and cured they are sorted 
mto the following classes according to condition and size, iiz , large, 
medium and small — 

(») ^ouiid iihoh npe leaves — these are sorted into further 
classes according to size, ttz, lai^e medium and 
small 

(a) Oierripe leaves if the quantity is exceptionally large, 
these are classed mto two sizes 
(lu) Brolen hates — those damaged by wmd or eaten t>y 
insects 

(it) Green hates — these are usually discarded 
After curmg all the broken green oiernpe and mouldy leaves 
are separated from the rest The sound leaves are then classed 
according to pickings size and colour 

(3) Canada 

Ten standard grades have been adopted by the Ontario Burley 
Marketing Board for the Burlei tobacco each grade being designated 
bv standard symbols 

The sTStem of grading floe cured leaf is largely based on the 
methods followed in the United States of America 

(4) Lmted States op Aaierica 
(a) Grades — The svstems of grading different types of tobacco 
leaf in America appear to be the most elaborate and comprehensive 
Under the authority of United States TVarehouse Act and the Tobacco 
Stoel^ and Standards Act the Secretary of Agriculture has made 
rtdes regarding the clas^iflcation and gradmg of unmanufactured 
tobacco Accordmg to this official classification all American grown 
t^obaecos are divided into «even classes The first three classes are 
based on the method of curmg the next three on the principal uses 
for which the tobacco la grown and the seventh class covers all niis 
elldneoiis tvpes not otherwise classified These classes are 
(t) Flue cured tvpes {«) fire cured tj'pes (tii) air cured typ®^ 
(fv) cigar filler types (i) cigar bmder tjpes (t») cigar wrapper 
tiyies and (ti») miseeUaneons types 
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Indian Virginia Flue cared Leaf 

Standard Grade No 5 
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M tctacos mported 

‘°”’rr“Cl-‘ ft- «“ ^“-“Va 

It 15 the first SIX classes ''''«* S ’^acli class is sub dmaed 
oHuterual and mter^W-l 

a’rrtalcSLuct‘Scft.cs« 

^Xa uu^fier » Vtrll .?P-» -b cU^s 01 .be 26 ^octant 
important tjpes -vvitb. 2 ^ 23 tjpes 

tjpcs grades hare been p „radcd on the basis o£ 1 

Under each tipc, tobacco >ca£^ni^»^^^_ (,„) length 

factors — (t) Group, (n) Q ' larielj based on 

Group ubieb m a sub are from 4 to 6 group^ 

the position of the leaf on *= ?'“”*„, “ „p names have been pris 

Sr£arforScuSTj-b«^^^^^^^ 

^;rrt?J£tUfa'ccS» 

dinded by tvpe and groups of graa aualthes Tbe 

The ncit sub division caolt a^bLed upon faetois to 

various degrees ot tiuabty, fto™ 1 ’tevtnre, elasticity, oil, 

SSrgra"W^^„.,^t7“rau^ 

Ssfuscrs-S^:-. !s „ s= ss 

Fair, Low and Common The svm 

are numerals from 1 to 6 fferent types La types. 

The importance of colour sufficient 

hhe the flue cured m which ;*„n ,he seicral =^“6^ “'are - 

shown as a part of the grade important co , 

are desiguated by letters Someid G-grecu and Si 

li— light, F— medium, lemon coloured, the m 

In the fine cured c^ass the lights ^re ^g^^^g^ny coloured 
are orange coloured and the consideration, atandar 

of»r^fcSSH?r-— 

commonly known as sizes, a = 

numbers , , _,ii) the four grade fae or^ 

A complete order 

group, quality, colour and --j The code sys trans- 

which a specific grade >s and fachW^ f^aZ L the 

tradmg practices, ' p„aeB5F43 (oE t^TC ^ size 43 

action. For evampl^ the goabty, bicdinm gggond quabty 

■• leal ” group of toha^.W*-!^ tapper tobacco, secon 
Grade A2Ii (of type ID 
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and lemon colour Tn flue cured tobacco alone, there are four tvpes 
and each type has got 6a standard grades 

The prim-’n purpose of the Federal stindards i' to furmsh the 
basis for ^\'’iehouse inspection ^lnd marl et news '•er\ice to growers 
The Federal standards ha\e also b“eu adopted for the purposes of 
future trading 

''i 0)0(1 ig sen ICC — The Lniti 1 States Department of Agn 

culture in CO ej eration with State agencies Ins made the Tobacco 
InspoctioD S"! iL ulable to growers at a few markets to deter 
mine w i ther • i int rming the tri wers us to the grade of their 
prodi e 111 a ti n mail et 'tsteni would be tmpro^ed The mspec 
tiou eiMcc I a k~ a es the mspectnn and certification of the grade 
of tobiico before sale at auction marc "ts Packed tobacco is also 
inspected and the grade certified upon application by interested 
parties 

The general procedure of the grading or inspection semce is 
that the grower delirers his leaf at an% warehouse he may select, 
where it is weighed and arranged for sale on flat baskets A ware- 
house ticket is placed on the lot and this shows the name of the 
seller and the weight of leaf in the lot Space is provided on the 
ticket for the name of the buyer the grade sjTnbol of the buyer and 
^ u which the leaf is sold It has also a space in the comer, 

where the official inspector puts lu the tvpe, grade and signs hia 
initial® The warehouse ticket then becomes a grade certificate and 
shows the type of tobacco as well as its group quality and colour by 
the standard s\mbols When the auction starts on each lot, fie 
grade of the lot is announced for the information of all the parties 
concerned 

The official grading inspectors are reinoicd as completely as 
possible from influences calenJated to swaj their judgments in grade 
determinations hi making them completely responsible to the Umted 
states Department of Agriculture or to the Federal and State 
epartments of Agriculture if the grading' semce is handled 
jointly 

One or more copies of the grade cerhficQtes issued by the official 
grader are filed m his office and when practical other copies may be 
distributed to interested parties 

Another kind of certificate issued hj the official gradmg inspector 
IS the inspection certificate which is given when packed tobacco leaf 
IS inspected The certificate shows, {») the date of certificate, (») the 
location of tobacco (in) the kind of package (lu) a number or other 
sjunbol b\ which the package can be identified, (v) the type, grade 
torm and condition of the tobacco (tt) a statement to the effect that 
t^ certificate is issued under the Act and (ini) the signature of the 
official grader The original certificate immediately upon its issue, 
IS delivered or mailed to the appheant for whom the gradmg was done 
and copies are supplied to interested parties who have purchased o'" 
sold the tobacco Copies of the certificate are filed m the office of the 
official grader as m the case of grade eerttfi^tes 
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lGlass4cation, g.admg and standard, satwn. 

INTBE-CHAPTBB SIX 
In the United States of «heie the^ piodini^ 

tiou and maiketmg of tobacco sv-teni 

enormous =:cale, an elabora e an T'nited States 

of grading has been estaUishedimdc 

IVarehonse Act and the Tobacco Sto k 

Act Theprunaiypnipo-eof theie 

standards is to furnish ^ The standards 

and a market news service for gr future ” trad 

have alsobeen adopted foi the purpose of future 
mg and for securing advances agaius s oc 

In the United States, tobacco is ■^^^ed into ^even 

classes, three being of cigaiette leaf, 11 , g,] i,uii 

cured U air-cured, three of cigai leaf, uz - 
ers and wrappers and one ^ Ui^ell 

dasses referred to are divided into again 

the basis of size of leaf, and each of these types is^g^^^ 
subdivided into gioups which depen gioups 

position of the leaf on tbe plant E _„«nrdiDe to 
« further suh divided mto sm qnahties aecordmg to 

texture, freedom from damage etc , an 

cigarette leaf, IB further described " 

coBur Standards of leugtb bare been defined typ 

in which size is an important consi era ion 

All the American tobacco belongs to toe 
Talaciim species In India, as bas aliea y ^,- f 
-erved there are two distinct 
Tabacum and Nicotiana Btistica eac 
tmctive cbaiacterisfacs These constitute the fet ^ 
mam divisions in auv svstem of dassific^t^® 

oI the tobacco E™™ ^ uiain characteristic 

divided into classes which are in t „j.e 16 dm 

of the leading centres of production ^ yicotmua 
tmct classes of Nicotiana Tabamm 
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Rustica, but in eon'iidGring the possibility of introducing 
standard grades in tins country at an early date, it is 
perhaps only necessary at this stage to have regard to 
about 8 classes of Nicotiana Tdbacum and 4 of Nicotiana 
Rustica 

Foi the time being, until tlie subject lias been fuitber 
studied it uould be better to om^t consideiation of the 
tv 0 classes of bidi tobacco, viz, Gujerati and Nipani, 
which are reduced to powder form before being sold 
Similarl} powder and ropes of Calcuttia and any form 
of tobacco where tlie product consists of the whole plant 
may also be omitted 

This loaies for consideration the following classes 
Virginia (both flue cured and sun-cured) and Natu (sim 
cured) cigarette leaf as grown in the Guntur area, 
Mysoic, Saharanpur, Jhansi, Satara and in small 
patches elsewhere , Usihappal and Monnakappal for 
cigars and clieioots as grown in the Tnchinopoly, 
Coimbatore and Madura districts , cigar leaf grown 
around Rangpur , the Jati, particularly the Rhengi 
varieh as used foi cheroots and the remainder of the 
Jnti giown in North Bengal and Cooch Behar areas for 
chewing and hookah , Ifesi tobacco scattered throughout 
North Bihai, United Provinces and Punjab as used for 
hool ah and chewing All tlicse seem capable of being 
marketed on the basis of standard grades The grading 
of Mysore chewing tobacco and of the Mcenampalayam 
tobacco as growm in Coimbatore district foi chewing 
would also seem to be possible Certain classes in the 
Nicotiana Rustica group deserve consideration and the 
possibility of establishing separate grades for chewing and 
hookah in each case needs examination The following 
aic the important classes Motihan as groivn in North 
Bengal and Cooch Behar areas, Vilayati of North Bihar, 
Calcuttia as grown in the United Provinces, Punjab and 
Delhi where it is marketed m the form of leaf and not 
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FmaUv iVoaiian toljaeco as used 
to mtog snufi ™ the Nora West Fronhei Prorouee 
mglit al=o be dealt ^tb 

Statator. giade-toi eiuarette 'e-^f have ^alreadv 
beeu pie cnbed imder Ae Agnculteral Produce 
f Graflin-- and ilaiLmg) Act 1937 which define tte gi ades 
L ae has of colour, terfure and f^edom fiom Weima 
There aie five grades of u puia flu.^cured wtoch rang^ 
from bright lemon in No 1 to dull vellow o 
tmges m No 0 The texture ranges from to 
andthm First grade leaf must be P'-f 
blemish but the fifth grade may have 
affected to some extent with sponginess ® 

Phvsical standards corresponding witt 
cnbed grade designations are draOT up Guntur 

Tobacco Association with its headquarters at 

In the first year the grades were “hoduced m.OOO lb 
were exported to the Umted ^“^dom 
penment and in the second year it 
375,000 lb , would be despatched 

Grades have been ‘umilarlv defined under 
■nm cured Yirgima and «uii-eured , , 

tobacco The former ranges from bng latter 

ui colour and the texture good or me from good 

range, from bright to daih m coloui and from goo 
texture to leaf with a heaw bodv 

No attempt has so far been “'“^®,]^o,^‘*tised for 
the other ch's'^e. of Indian tobacc „oloiir texture, 

cigar lealmight be graded on tile ba^i** T)re'^'ent, for 

size and freedom from blemis e^pf^irers of such 

example, a few merchants and ipaf into 4 ^ude. 

leaf grown mPangpur already ® could not 

and it '^eems worth consideration w 

be standardised. 

liUGlB 



The greatest possibility of standardising grades of 
cheroot tobacco appear to exist in the case of jati pro 
duced m Eangpur and Cooch Behar areas of Nortli 
Bengal The main factois in this case are colour, size 
and the extent oi brown spots on the leaf Each of these 
quality factors however, has a different degree of im 
poitancc in ditfeient markets It would, therefore, be 
necessary to study spceiallv the requirements of the 
principal markets for this leaf, Buriha, ±oi example 

For hookah and chewing tobaccos which are sold m 
the form of leaf tlie }ati tobacco of North Bengal should 
afford scope for the standardisation of grades but the 
desi tobacco of North Bihar and United Provinces should 
also be taken into account In North Bihar for example 
the middle leaves (Murhan), the top leaves (Bainti), 
the bottom leaves (Chhahua) and ratoon leaves (Boop) 
would each seem capable of being sorted into three grades 
in accordance with colour and texture Size, however, 
might be regarded as a secondary factor 

The jati of Noith Bengal and the desi of Bihar and 
Umted Provinces could also be graded and packed 
separately for chewing purposes and the possibility of 
grading the more expensive Meenampalayam chewmg 
tobacco of Coimbatore district might be tried out In 
this case apart from body, taste and pleasant aroma the 
quality m veiy laigely determined by the amount of 
white bloom on the leaf surface and by the colour 
There seems «^cope for the introduction of at least three 
or four standard grades 

In attempting to grade the different classes of 
tobacco falling in the Nicotiana Rustica species the 
main factors are strength, texture and colouf and the 
different classes of leaf might well be graded on the 
basis of those factors 

Suggestions in regard to grading meet with oppo^i 
tion owing to the fact that some growers and merchan s 
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feel that It pajsto dispose oia^uchea 

as possible mth the tobaccp ™ Uty hi 

any individual effort to ^ ^ p,o™ proflt- 

S X e^eiiment would he well 

worth trying 

The demand for tohaeeo --d f^rXes t 

veiy largely depend on tteq.^^ production, it is 

of the growers in the chief ^ . ,, jocaHy grown 

essential to enhance fte mtroduction of 

tobacco This can onl> be .jUpred to by aU con- 

standard grades which would be adhered oy 

eerned 

It IS perhaps mterestmg ^ptration for 

standard grades have ^ two 

cigarette tobacco m the gp^uon amongst 

years, there is already a large b J s .^^rgrs that 
growers, merchants, exporters an 

it would he to the advantage of a tobacco grown 

he tahen to ensure that all the and 

and eyorted from revisions of the Agri 

marked in accordance ^th j Act 

cultural Produce (Grading and 

The importance of this the pro- 

on the growers and m the other mam 

duction of difEerent classes , Burma 

producing areas throughout Xn a 
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CHAPTER Vn— STORAGE AND STOCKS 
A — Importance of storage 

The production of tobacco is seasonal while the demand is spieail 
over the year It is therefore necessarj to store tobacco until it 
IS required fni consumption TI e storage of tobacco has also an 
mipoi-tant bearing on its cjnokin!? quality In the case of cigarette 
tobacco for (\ainple it is considered essential to keep it in store 
for some time till it becomes mello\i and fit for manulacture After 
the Cigarette leaf s re dried it is packed in iiogsheacl> bo'^es oi 
bales and 1 opt n store for ageing It is desirable to allow tie leaf 
to rupture s fficien' \ befoie it cm be used m the manufacture of 
goca quilitv ci i Me Dui ng storage the leaf undergoes fer 
mentati ii rJ ii U \\s t e l“af lemoaes its rawness and bittei 
ness betters the ol ur and develops aroma The leaf is as a rule 
not considered s file ently matured for use m the manufacture of 
good quality cigarettes till after about 24 months’ storage 

Ageing 13 also important m the case of btdi tobacco Well known 
manufacturers ot bidis consider that bidi tobacco should be aged at 
for 6 months before using it in the manufacture of iidis 
Agein" is supposed to decrease the harshness of tobacco without 
affecting its strength to any appreciable extent It also impwe* 
Its burning quality In the Ntpani area of Bombay Presidency the 
quality of Aipani and Akol btdi tobaccos goes on improving after 
about 6 to 12 months storage while that of ¥jr;j and Pandharpvn 
hidi tobaccos improves after about 8 months’ storage In the 
tiiijerat area the btdt tobacco is considered to improve in quahtf 
after about 6 months storage 

In the manufacture for hookah purposes newly harvested 
tobacco IS considered harsh Most of the wholesale tobacco merchants 
and hookah manufacturers therefore store their tobacco stoclM for 
f tbem Even the tobacco growers 

thm^elves veiy s^om use newly harvested tobacco before it f 
suit ciently aged Wheneser they base exhausted the previous year ^ 
ind are forced to use fresh tobacco ieaf from their field* for 
cultivators of Gnjerat resort to a make-shift device 
nsis s of putting fresh tobacco in an earthen vessel which s 
,r n ® lialf an hour The tobacco thus treated 

then considered fit for smoking as it partially loses its harhhiiess 

lobn merchants and manufacturers age their 

w c ,iri using The tobacco nnnroves in aualitv on storing and 

smoking quality after it has been m store for 
hr, j j. ~ “-friths The qualitv of the lower grade tobaccos 

to e^e^ deteriorates after about 8 to 10 months’ storage 

B — Methods of storage 
(1) In Villages 

n.r.r"?’',*''' '”*‘‘”1! “Tslem eiceptms , few well to do groweH 
anj of whom are also merchante the cultivators of tobacco as » 
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rfe, do .„t o.o,e tobacco £oa 

timi. Apart from tlie {’'“ “r, “gasoil is that ivithoat adeijuate 
0, .he grmreis the most " ei^arette oisar cherooe ajid 

ster se faeihties tobacco, Ajas fast m pualiij espcuaUi 

high qnaht. chemns leaf ,o jave such laclities, 

m eoloor Smcc teiv grou-ers can attmd ^to^^ 

the. aenerallv prefer to sell months munediatel. pre 

becomes readv fo" the marhet ““s’ ^ the aoseiice of adequate 

ceomg the break of monsoon in J™® “'J j^^r rate dnrm. the 

storalefacditiesdeterioration jaar It is 

fforsoon months than dunng the o,„ar.ttc anl cheroot leaf 

for this rea^n that the groners pn s ^ nuprovc on 

and better quality d eroot ^ ” „ostlv producers of hidi 

storing The ferv groovers yho rtore arc deterioration in 

and i ooAnli tobacco as m t}"' “ cOTSequeoce to manulaoluiers 
colour during storage is of little conseq^^^_^ ^ ^„tea 

and as the smol mg qualit. impro ^ grouert 

earlier m the Snppl. Chapter e'en transport by cart 

T-ho can afford to store .» estremeh dsIt duriDg 

to tV-» nearest market or dnnng transit b> cart 

the mon ocn period since a , a pC tobacco Hence such 

mig\‘ spoil the aualitv of ^bole . -when the earh monsoon 
people have to ^ait till late . re<'ard to the disposal of the 

penod 15 over The conditions ® * .teas have alreadv been 

crop immediatelv aft“r harvest in ^ flow of marhst 

discnsed nnd-r the ‘ seasonal ^ proportion of the 

supplies' hut It mav be rcpeited the end of .he 

fsrmers’ crop that is stored to be . estremelv small most 
monsoon late m September or earlv Oeto^r « ert 
Uelv not moie than o per cent of the total 

The feiv well to-do growers who rooms of their 

end of monsoon usually heep it in o protected from the suu 

hon es or m a part of cattle shed if ^n, cattle sh^d is de ne 
and the rams The floor of the livm small raised . 

smeared with mud or cow dun" and bamboos or straw 

prepared on it using either wooden p a ^ pakl a 

hoti es of grower merchants are nsum persons 

and fioore and adequate ventilation own we 

culariv from Guntur and Gnj®rat , ' ^s tvpeft of __ 

godowns Leaf tobacco intended for 1 mto bundle 

like b dis, hoolah, chcwin" snuff heaps o.e 

hai k and tbe^e are then a’-ran^^ tooped with drv ?r 
vm«l platform The heap ir then „ umIs The 

n'lr leave, nhich are covered .ntl of about y» 

heaps are penodieaUv disturbed '"•*> ™ ^^d tbe middle bundles 
5 week and are vearraneed the bottomJP^^^ „ Tolacco 

be E" brouf'ht over to the top oj. tl simple heaped onahty 

powde- intended to he used for Itoo .her cloth Supe filled 

and the heap is covered with tobacco powders 

hoo\2h tobacco nowder and ah o^er the other m the store 

m gnimy bag^ whi-h are then stacked one 
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room The bags arc rc arranged once a fortnight or a month, the 
bottom bags coming on the top 

But even m the cisc of amall growers tobacco ls required to be 
stored at least for some time before it « sold and the period of storage 
may range from a few days to a few weeks Such temporary storage 
is done by the growers m tlieir own fields either under the shade of 
a tree or a tliateh<d root If tlie period of storage is considerably 
long and there is fear of pilltrage or rains by storing in open space, 
the tobacio is carried by the grower to his own house where it I3 
stored m one of the living rooms 

In Burma tin pca&uit erowcin do not experience any difficulty 
as regard^! stnage is most of the crop is sold clT by about July. 
In thi CISC of a few who hold part or whole of their crop m the 
expect ition of better prices the tolncui leaf is stored m basleti 
which an tlun arranged one over the other ‘>n raised platforms m 
one of the living rooms of the grower 

(J) In Makki rs 

The storing of tobacco is mostly done by commission agents 
and merchants in tbo principal nsscmbling and distribution markets 
In Bcnfjal, lUhur and Orissa the merchants and commission agents 
store tobacco leaf in bales whicli an arranged liori/ont illy one over 
the other in godowms with that* lied roofs am! mud floors on which 
plattorms of bamboo or wooiUn pimks arc built In big markcls like 
Calcutta however the g( downs arc well budr with pakka floor and 
too! In storing tobicco the merclianis take particular care to 
protect It from the Miin an<l the rains The lobocco bales arc dis- 
turbed periodically particularly during the monsoon months In 
mo«t eases thr godowns liclong to the mcrchanta and eommission 
agents themselves ' 

Tommission agents and the merchants in the liomhay J’resulency 
usually have their own godowns which arc well built and adequately 
protcitod fr\>m tin sun and the rains In these godowns their own 
tobacco IS stored but in the Nipani ares there is a system by which 
the commission agents store tobacco of their clients who arc in most 
eases petty village mcreliants charging them godown rent At 
Nip ni the godown charges are half an anna per bag of tobiceo per 
nionlh and in addition 2 annas per enrt of 10 bags an diirgcd 
everv time the hags are turned over in the godown Tin charge 
lor uiming over fne ’mgs is 'loe-ifiy Vnmvn )rrivamani Tno 
feruamam is done every 2 or 3 weeks but sornctimcs even at shorter 
intervals during the monsoon At Sangli godo^vn charges arc i ot 
levied by tlic commission agents from their clients for 1 month’s 
Atoi igo but aftonranls the charges ire 9 pies per bag pfr month, 
besides Ibo ferwamam charge of 3 pies per bag on each occasion 
the bags are rearranged At Nipani generally no insurance 
charges are maile but at Singli an insurance charge at 4 annas 
per cent is made for any period after harvest till about October. 
No msiiranre charge is, however recovered if the tobacco is kept 
in store for only one month At Jaysingpur, the godown ebargei 
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irork ont at 8 aimas per cart of 16 bags per month, in addition to 
the feruamani charge of -1 annas per cart each tune the bags are 
turned over Insurance chaises come to about 4 annas per cent foi 
any period up to a year It may be, howerer, noted that these 
taciiiues for stor^e offered by eomnussiou agents in the Xipaiu 
area, are in zno^t eases availed of not by the groirers but by petty 
nerehants v-ho cannot afford to hate their own or specially lured 
storage facilities 

In the Guntur area of dfadra*, the tobacco leaf is stored by the 
smaller merchants m temporary thatched sheds with l.acliclia floors 
The floor is smeaied with cow dung and then the tobacco bales are 
arranged one over the other About half a dozen merchants, hotr- 
c^ei possess esteu'^ive godowns which are well built with pr\ka 
floors and tiled or eormgated iron <heet roofs In the»e al«o the 
tobacco bundles are arranged one over the other after their arrival 
from villages These tobacco bundles are however inuneaiately 
opened up afterwards and bulked, re dned pressed and packed into 
bales, hf^^eads or wooden cases which are then again stored till 
they are despatched In the case of Virginia cigarette tobacco the 
peiiod of storing is small ranging from a month to 4 months depend 
irg upon the volume of bn'iness handled by an individual merchant 
Ccontry cigarette tobacco, however, has to ^ stored by the merchants 
necessarily at least for 3 to 4 months until it is exported to Japan 
or ‘•old to buyers within the country Merchants in other area* of 
Madras store the tobacco bales in pakka buildings with tiled or 
comisated iron sheet roofs Small platforms of wooden planks or 
bricks are prepared on the floors The tobacco bales are arranged 
on these platforms. 

In the r»iteti Prciinees the merchants and commission agents 
in most cases have pakka godowns with corrugated iron sheet roofs 
where storing is made Manv of them have their own godowns, 
wli Ic others use hired ones In Cawnpore the hire charges come 
to dboul Rs 100 per month for a godown of the storing capacity of 
about 5 000 maunds of tobacco The commission asents m addition 
to storing own tobacco also let oat storine space to thei’- clients 
a Cleat ina 3 ont\ of whom are small merchants onlv a few bemg 
growers The commission agents charge nothing frr stonnu for a 
short period usually about a month atier this period the storing 
charges in some of the important markets fite FarukhabacC Afigarh, 
Eta'i and Agra range from 1 Re to 2 rupees per mouth for a room, 
of 10' X 10' X 12' dimensions with a eapacitv of 30 to 40 mauna=i of 
tchreco In Li eknow the charges for the sized room are, 

h >weier higher ranging from mpees 2 to rupees 4'8 per month In 
Bonare*: the charge-, for storms are low and cowe to about annas 2 
per package weighing abont 10 mannAs 

The wholesale merchants and commission agent« m the Punjai 
keep tobacco in gunnv sacks or bundle^ which are covered with palm 
nnlting The bags or bandies of tohj^ieo are arranged with no 
P''r‘icu'ar s\stein in anv available room adjacent to or remote from 
the shop 0 cc 2 «!'^->allv the room has pakka floor but it is more often 
kachcha with no arrangements for any raided platform on the floor 
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In Assa*>i the merchants store tobacco invariably in their o^n 
(,(ido'wns along ivith other commodities Small platforms or corni 
gated iron sheets are placed on the floor before stacking the tobacco 
bundles 

In rratancore, the merchants ttore chesving tobacco in fairly 
large rooms provided nith pakka roofs and floonngs usnallv of 
bncXs and occasionally of cement plaster The bales of tobacco are 
arranged one on the too of another to a height of 10 to 12 feet Ba^s 
of Znd tobacco re arranged m a similar manner 

1 1 Burma the merchants in the assembling centres like Rangoon 
and I'anodiaj possess spatioos godomis irith pakka roofs and floors 
The cigar and cheroo' tobaccos are usually stored m baskets rrhich are 
anaused one o\er the other Sometimes loose tobacco bales are 
arranged one oier the other but this sjstem is foUoTred nsuall m 
tl e case of lower grade tobaccos 

(31 Ils PACTOBIES 

Except m the e8j,e of cigarettes bidis, cigars and cheroots the 
business unit cf manufacture is small nd such small manufacturers, 
including the small manufacturers of btdts cigars and cheroots who 
foim th« maioritv do not stO'*k large quantities Such small quantities 
as are required to be stored are kept m a comer of their small work 
shop Bidi and kocfah powders are kept in gunny hags while 
j 1ii(.s or bundles o tobacco lea\es are stocked piled one ove” tae 
other In most cases +hp flooring of the place where storm® is done 
IS /c?c/ Ita but there is practically no damage or loss as tie stocks 
art 1 “pt only for short penods of about a 'we“k or two till ther are 
used m manufacture 

Ibe bigger factories (btdi cigar and cheroot) have godowns which 
aie strongly built with tiled or corrugated iron sheet roofs cement or 
stone flooring and adequate arrangements for ventilation Thp 
bidi trbaceo bags are piled one oaer the other while cigar and 
cheroot tobacco leaf is stocked in gunnv bales which are arranged 
One over the other The tolaeeo bags or ba’es are re arranged 
penodicalh to prevent excessive ferm-ntation bv pressure usually 
Once a month though the period is shorter during the wet months 

Smaller cigarette factories store their stocks under ordinary 
conditions te in a specially constructed godowii with thick brick, 
stone Dr concrete walls tiled roof stone or concrete floor and ad 
jnsta’o’ie len'tua'tors In such godowns the leal tobacco is 
almost mvanablv m bales arranged one over the o*ber and d e 
qudutiti stored ran^e^ from sx to twelie months requirements 
Such small factories however mauofactare on'r the low quality and 
chfup cigarettes 

The storing of cigarette tobacco tor the manufacture of good 
quality cigarettes is however more eIabora*e Such manufacturers 
cnusidsr it essential to leare tobacco m stock fo about I'lrenty four 
months to enable it to mature and it is the common practice jvith 
reputed cisrarette manufacturers to Herd the growths of different 
years tn produce an article f nmfoim quality During storage the 
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harshness of tobacco disappears and smoothness m “miokiiig develops 
The problems o£ ageing and smoothness in smol mg 

are estremelv important m the production of good quality cigarettes 
and liese can be best sohed so far as conditions in India are con 
cemed bi storing cigarette tobacco leaf in godoims where temperature 
and llalmdlt^ can be controlled It is leported that one or ti\o of 
the bigger cigarette factories store their leaf supplies under air 
conditioning arrangements and the leading factories have com 
meuced recently to stoie their stocks of best quality leaf m cold 'tor^" 
wJiere the ’^empeiature and humidity can be more effectively cuu 
trolled The leaf is said to mamtain its quality for a longer period 
under cold stonge conditions usually with a temperature ranging 
from 00 “F to 60“F and humidity approximately 70 per cent The 
conditions prei a hn" under such stOiSge 1 elp to maintain the co our 
of the leaf — an important factoi of all cigarette leaf — ^unaffected for 
o^e a vear and to preiert damage to leaies b\ insects There are 
at present two cold stores in India where tobacco is stored one at 
Calcutta, called the Calcmti Cold Store Ltd and the othei at 
Chirala in Guntur District The one at Chirala belongs to the Indian 
Leaf Tobacco Development Co Ltd The capacitv of the cold store 
at Calcutta is about 600 000 cubic feet of which it is reported that 
about two thirds is taken up by cigarette tobacco over 90 per cent 
of which IS said to be Guntur tobacco the remaining being foreign 
leaf imported from the United States Great Britain Greece and 
TnrLev The cold store at Chirala was constructed onlv m 193u and 
LS understood to have a capacity to store about two million lb of leaf 
In these cold stores almost the whole of the leaf is stored m hogsheada 
and cases the former being more common Some of the imported 
leaf from Greece and TurLev is also stored m bales packed in gnnny 
clotb It IS the opinion of leading manufacturers that tobacco 
matures better when packed m hogsheads and that when packed m 
bales there is a possibility of waste through breakage of leaf while 
handling partieularlv when the leaf is over dried through m 
experience 

(4) At Ports. 

There are Govemment bonded warehouses at the prmcipal ports 
importin" tobacco and tobacco products from abroad eg at Aladraa 
Eombai Ca cutta and T^a^aneo^e 

The pert frost ^areboase aSorcU acconunodafion watching 

and porters serinces for goods passing through its premises during 
tr'>n';it and the harbour dues are collected at the followin" rates for 
e^el^ oO cubic feet of space 

Rs A p 


T nmanufactnred tobacco 2 0 0 

Cmarettes and cigars 3 4 0 

Tobacco dust 3 4 0 

Cut tobacco 3 4 0 

Tobacco sticks 3 4 0 


An additional fee of 2J annas per ton is Ie\jed if the goods are 
defin teh piicn in the charge of the Port Trust Its sheds aiv let 
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out to merchants for storage of their tobacco and tobacco products 
at their owm risk The charges for the hire of storage rooms \ary 
from Rs 3 12-0 to Rs 4 8 0 per 100 cubic feet per month Some 
of the cigarette and cigar exporters avail themselves of tlus facility 
There are onlj two regular bonded warehouses in Madras belong- 
ing to two leading cigar manufacturing firms one from Madras and 
the other from Dindigul but under the control of the custom^ 
authorities In these warehouses the firms manufacture cigars partly 
trom imported tobacco under the supervision of Customs ofeeials 
It IS reported that about 85 per cent of the cigars exported from. 
Madia® are manufactured in these two bonded warehouses 

There are two Government tobacco warehouses m Bombay la 
charge of the Excise Department with an adequate control of the 
Customs Department All the tobacco consumed in Bombaj pac>ses 
through the warehouse in Mint Street There are about 90 licensed 
warehousemen Mho have hired accommodation in thi* warehouse for 
storing tobacco for consumption in Bombay and other parts of India 
Cigaiettes cigars and hidi tobacco are stored m it In the case of 
tobacco for consumption m Bombay dut> has to be paid before it can 
be removed from the warehouse The quantities of country tooacco 
unpoMed into the two warehouses for consumption m the city 
and distribution to other places during seven years ending 1936 37 
were as follows — 

Tear Quantities in mannds- 

1930 31 1,20,453 


1031 32 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1934 35 

1935 36 

1936 37 


1,65,835 

1,04,976 

1,03,776 

1,79,074 

1,72,020 

1,03,930 


The other warehouse is m Clive Street where mostly unmanu 
factured hidi and hoolak tobaccos are stored Most of the tobacco 
stored IS for export abroad Local commission agents who have taken 
the rooms of the warehouse on hire charge the exporters S annas per 
bale for teraporan storage till (he tobacco bales aie exported to 
Aden 


The number of tobacco bnles exported to Aden through the ' 
Clive Street warehouse during seven years ending 1936 37 were as- 
shown below — 


Year 

1931 

1932 

1933 


No of bales 
3,746 
4,654 
5,976 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 


4,763 
7 421 
16,074 
12,934 


Each bale is equal to about 9 mannds m weight 
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In Bengal there are a number oi ports and GoTermnent bonded 
warehouses 3Iost of them are leased ont to private companies and 
firms and a very lar^ number of these are under the control of the 
Bengal Bonded Warehouse -Association Ltd Tobacco is stored only 
in three of the several warehouses of which one is entirely leased out 
to a cigarette firm Tobacco for which duty has not been paid is Lept 
imder the control of the Customs Department while free and duty 
paid articles remain with the Bei^al Bonded Warehouse -Association 
The storage charges eoUected by the Association are as follows — 
Tobacco Rate per month 

Rs -i. P 


A ca.se or a cask 0 5 0 

Space occupjmg 10-cu ft 0 8 0 

In the Garden Reach A Warehouse in Calcutta compartments 
are let out at the following monthly rates of rent — 


Ground floor 
Ist floor 
2sd floor 
3rd floor 


Rs 

100 per 1 000 cu ft 
85 Do 
"0 Do 
60 Do 


Tbe rent is chargeable as soon as the accommodation is engaged 
or goods are brought within the premises of the warehouse It is 
levied on the basis of a month or part of a month the shortest brohen 
peiiod for which it is chargeable is quarter of a month 

Many mimicipalities in the Mysore State possess bonded ware 
houses where tobacco is required to be stored by merchants and 
iramnacturers pending payment of octroi duty levied by muni 
cipalilies The Bangalore city mumcipahtv for example owns a 
warenouse where merchants and manufacturers can store their 
tobac 0 free of charge on condition that a merchant or mannfacturtr 
remo^ea from the warehouse at least 240 lb of his tobacco every 
month after paving the requisite octroi dutv In other cases the rent 
chargea is Rs 4 per month per room of about 12 ft X 10 ft X 12 tt 
size The rooms m the warehouse are locked and sealed in the 
presence of the merchant or manufacturer and the octroi officer 
In TraiOTicore Sfaie there are four tobacco bonded warehouses 
or 1 anLshalls The ziame$ of these bauksl alls and the kinds of 
tobacco bonded in each of them is jgiren below — 

Name of bankshaU Types of tobacco permitted 

to be bonded 


Koftar 


Tumeyelly Coimbatore and 
Jaflaa 


Trjvandfnzn Counbatore and .Ta ffna- 

QmJon Do 

Alleppey Do 

These bankshalls are controlled bv the State Government They 
proaide accommodation on rent for storing tobacco at the sole risk of 
the merchants who are all licensed bv the State authorities Any one 
desirous of bon liu" tobacco m a particular ban shall has fir t to 
obtain a license authonsmg him to do so Each bale is given a 
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registered number and this and the net weight are marLed on the 
bale iMth tar Duty on tobacco is collected when it leaves the 
baukaliaU on the weight recorded on entering it The godown rent 
pei b^le of tobacco weighing about 75 lb in the case of Jaffna tobacco 
and 100 lb m TinDe\ellv and Coimbatore tobaccos bonded in bank 
shall per month or traction thereof is one anna and six pies for 
Tmue\ellj and Coimbatore tobaccos and six pias for Jaffna tobacco 
The total quantity of each of the different kinds of tobacco 
bonded in Goiernment ba nkshaliv dimng 1933 34 and 1934 3o is 
shown below — 


Kind of tobaoeo 
Tvon velly 
Coimbatore 
JaSoa. 


(Candies of 6001b each) 
1933 34 1934-35 

657 501 

6,464 5 253 

2 542 3,909 


Tout 9 663 9 663 


The quantitj oi tobacco subject to Customs dutj imported into 
eaek pronuce of British India which remained m the Custoua 
bonded warehouses on the 31st March during 192S 29 to 193o 36 is 
at gncQ in the Appendix LXIll The quantities given m the state 
ment do not include the stocks caiiied in the bonded warehouse^ m 
Trni ancore 

The 'Statement shows that there was an abnormal iise in the 
quantitj of tobacco in bond m India in 1930 31 In 1931 32 the 
sto Ics declined considerablj but maintained \ery nearlj the level 
of 1929 30 The quantitj went on contracting till 1933 34 but it 
rose considerably m the following jear and declined again in 1935 36 
In Burma the quantity declined steadilj till 1931 32 when there 
was a sharp tall to 3 356 lb as compared with 110 881 lb m 1930 31 
1932 33 Witnessed a recoreiy but the quantity again went on declining 
till 1934 3o There was a good rise in the quantity in the bond in 
1931 36 

C — Insurance of tobacco warehouses 
It IS not the practice with growers and merchants in India to 
insure their tobacco stocks and although there are only a few 
merchants who insure their tobacco godowns there is not a single 
grower insuring his tobacco store Almost all the cigarette factories 
get their tobacco stocl s and factories insured 

In Madras the insurance of tobacco warehouses is done to some 
extent at Guntur at the following rates charged by an insurance 
company — 

(t) For fire proof or paUa godowns at 31 annas per Es 100 
per annum 

(ii) For second class construction at ^ annas per Rs 100 per 
annum 

(ni) For third class thatched buildings at Rs 1-4-0 per Rs IOC 
per annum 
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Por short periods rates are as follows — 


Period aot exceeding 10 days 
Period not exceeding 15 days 
Period not exceeding 1 month 
Penod not exoe“ding 2 months 
Period not exceeding 3 months 
Penod not e eeedmg 4 months 
Period not exooed 2 Qg 6 months 
Penod exceeding 6 months 


1/8 annual premium 
1/6 annual premium 
1/4 annual premium 
3/8 annual premium 
1/2 annual prennnm 
5/8 annual premium 
3/4 annual premium 
annual rate 


The rates of iDSuranee charges let Jed bp anotlier insurance 
company are slightly different The company levies the following 
charges • — 


Building 

Class I 
Class IZ 
Class III 


Prennnm per annum 
(per Rs 100) 

3 annM 

dannas. 

1 rupee 


An extra charge of 25 per cent is levied for risks taken outside 
municipal Imute. If there are lacJicha or thatched sheds within 50 
feet hut beyond iJO feet an additional charge of one anna is levied 
per every Es 100 worth of tobacco insured , if wnthin 10 feet, the 
additional charge is 2 annas per Es 100 per annum. 

In Bengal the insurance charges for tobacco are different for 
Calcutta and mofussil places The charges for tobacco valued at 
Bs 100 are as under — 


Rrst class, fireproof otpaila goduwm 
2nd class, oidmaiy laelieTia or pakka godowns 
3rd class (thatched) godowm 

4th class itaeAcAa (thatched) godowns 


Kate per month Kate per month 
at Calcutta m mofussd places. 

Bs A p Rs A P 

0 10 0 10 

0 6 0 0 6 0 

1 4 0 0 8 0 

14 0 


If the period is less than one year the rate is reduced by ab^ut 
25 per cent 


Tobacco transported by boats to tbe districts of Dacca Fandpur 
and Bacherganj m Bengal is insured against loss by fire theft or 
natural calamities at Rs 2 for Ks 100 worth of goods during the 
transit penod It is quite a common practice with cigarette manu 
faeturers to insure their tobacco godowns but otherwise the insurance 
facilities are taken advantage of hr extremely few merchants and 
most of these are large exporters operating m Calcutta and in the- 
Raegpur area 
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In the Cliarotar (Gojerat) area of Boviiay, msuranee of tobacco 
stocks or godowns appears to be conspicuous by its absence In the 
Ntpani area, however, the practice of insurance is obseried to a small 
extent, the iisk covered being mastly that of fire It is estimated 
that about 15 per cent of the tobacco stocks and about one third 
ot *^he godovvns in bangh aie cohered by insurance In the Nipani 
market however, onlj about 5 per cent of the stocks are insured 
In -Tajasingpur an important tobacco market m Kolhapur State, 
ncdriv 2o per tent ot the tobacco stocks and 8 to 10 per cent of the 
tohaceo godovviLS arc covered by insurance 

t) — Losses in storage 

It IS difficult to estimate losses incurred in storing tobacco The 
type and location of the warehouse and the varying methods of 
storage determine to a large ertent the amount of vrastage during 
storage In tobacco there is a natural shrinkage in weight due to 
loss of moisture on storing There is also deterioration m quality 
which IS indicated by a change m the colour of the leaf, m the case 
of cigarette tobacco Apart from these losses wastage may also 
occur due to dampness and usect attack It has generally been 
observed that tobacco of poorer qualities deteriorates faster and is 
subject more readily to deterioration of colour and insect attack, than 
tobacco of better qualities 

Under ordinary conditions of storing, Virginia cigarette leaf 
of the first grade loses colour and becomes second grade in 3 to 4 
months’ time resulting thereby in a loss of about 2 annas per pound 
In the course of another 4 months the leaf further deteriorates and 
becomes third grade involving a total loss of about 4 annas per pound 
111 price It IS noticed that the larger the moisture contents in 
tobacco the greater is the evtent of loss in storing lienee no mer- 
chant in the Guniur area likes to store Virginia tobacco for long 
under conditions prevailing there He ordered leaf loses m weight 
only to a verv small extent tc, 1 per cent m the first year and li 
per cent during the second vear if packed in hogsheads or wooden 
cases and stored under cold storage conditions Thereafter the 
weight of the tobacco remains almost constant There is no dcteriora 
tion m quality in the case of re ordered leaf during storage On 
the contrary, it improves in smoking quality It has been observed 
that re ordered leaf packed in ht^sheads or cases is immediately 
despatched from the Guntur area either for export or to be stored 
m cold store on behalf of cigarette factories Virginia leaf pacVid 
in bales loses weight and colour to a greater extent Under 
oidinarv conditions of storage the loss in weight comes to about 
10 lb 13 lb , 15 lb , and 17 Ib per bale (250 lb ) during the course 
of 6 months 1 year IJ years and 2 years respectively, but storing 
of Virginia leaf under ordinaiy conditions packed even in bales 
is rare, as the merchants prefer to despatch the bales immediately 
they are ready The country cigarette tobacco however, is stoied 
for a longer period, and the shrinkage m weight, under Guntur 
cooditions, on account of loss of moisture ranges from 5 to 10 per 
cent in 3 to 4 months’ time In addition, it has been observed 
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tliat there u considerable damage b> insects to country cigarette 
tobacco sometimes to the extent o£ about 2 per cent The loss m 
■weight m the case of indigenous tvpes of tobacco groun in tlie 
other areas ot the "Madras Presidency varies from one area to 
another dependmg upon the conditions of climate, storage and the 
qi,c,iitv of the tobacco stored, but it is estimated that these losses 
n iveight amount from 10 to 15 per cent in about 6 to 12 months 
time After 12 months the shrinkage m weight is negligible The 
damage bj insects is reported to be anall being estimated at less, 
than ^ per cent 

In Bihai and Orissa the shrinkage in weight amounts to about 
5 to 12 per eeni during the first j ear and thereafter there is practi 
cill\ no loss The damage due to insects is small and estimated a* 
about i per cent In the United Praunces the loss m weight due 
to «linnkage vanes between 10 to 2o per cent During the rains 
the tobacco gams in weight to the extent of 4 to 8 per cent but 
this gam lost in about 2 months after the monsoon is over 
It may be noted however that with the gain m weight during 
the monsoon months there is a correspondmg decline in the prices 
during the period The damage by insects is estimated at not 
mure than 1 per cent of total production 

In Bombay the shrinkage in weight m the case of tobacco 
bundles is as high as 25 per cent during the first three months in 
the rnjerat area In the ease of Nipani and Gnjerat bidt tobacco 
powders the loss In weight is leso than 5 per cent durmg the first 
ei^nt months, after which further shrinkage m weight is negligible 
The damage dne to insect attack is reported to be j per cent, of 
total production. 

In the Punjab under the existing methods of storage tobacco 
loses in weight to the extent of about 18 per cent during the first 
fcix months after which there is practically no further shrinkage in 
s eipht In Sind the loss is estimated at about 20 per cent m all 
the tMet« except Buhak where the shrinkage m weight comes to 
about G per cent onlv It is said that the damage by insects m these 
two areas ranges from ^ to 1 per cent 

In Bengal and Assam the shrinkage in weight is estimated at 5 
to Ifl per cent during the first 12 months, after which there is no 
fiirtbcx loss Tlvp. dama?,e dim tn vs. small awi a-slmalti -at 

about ^ per cent 

Jaffna tobacco m Traiancore shows a dnajie of 8 to 10 per cent 
in about 12 months time In Cochin shnnkage in weight var e* 
between 10 to 20 per cent in a -rear In Mysore and Hyderabad the 
loss in weight comes to about 5 to 10 per cent while damage due to 
msccts IS small and estimated at about 0 5 per cent 

In Bwrma the shnnkage m weight due to loss of moisture is about 
10 per cent from the tune the tobacco is pnt on the market till 
October From October to Starch there is a further loss of about 
D per cent thereafter there is practicilJy no loss m weight The 
douage due to insects is estimated at about 1 per cent 
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Taking into consideration these vanstions from one area to- 
another, it is estimated that Ih Ind.a the shrinkage in weight dne- 
to loss of moisture comes to about 10 per cent (or 58,000 tons; of 
the a\erage annual production The damage due to insects* is 
estimated at 0 64 per cent of the production or 3,700 tons appiox- 
mateK \alued at about 10 lakhs ot rupees 

Simihr estimates for Buitna indicate that the slinnlcage m 
neiglit due to loss of moisture is equnalent to a little more than 
3 000 tons of the ai erage annual production while damage due to 
iiisecLs' IS estimated a* 1 per cent of the production or 4-10 tous 
la'nej loughlj at 1 2 lakhs of lupees 


E — Finance of storage 


Excepting to a small extent in the Nipam area of the Bombay 
Presidency and in a few markets m the JIadras Presidency, the 
storing of tobacco is generally done by merchants and manu- 
facturers on tbeir own capital Banks and shroffs generally do not 
giie advances against tobacco stocks though some of the merchants 
and manufacturers occasionally raise loans from these sources on 
the fecunty of real estates, goveminent papers or gold It is 
understood that one of the loint stock banks operating in Delhi tried 
to advance loans against tobacco stoclts to merchants in Delhi City, 
but the proposition had to be given up as the bank did not find it 
profitable The conditions are similar m other assembling and dis- 
tributing centres m the country 

Tn the Nipani area of the Bombay Presidency, the Belganm 
District Central Co operative Bank has made arrangements to give 
advance against tobacco stocks at Nipani only These advances are 
given only through guarantee brokers and on securitv of goods kept 
ill the possession of the bank Each guarantee broker who makes 
himself responsible for advances given against tobacco stocks to the 
extent of a lakh of rupees is required to give a security of Rs 25,000 
The guarantee broker is held responsible for any loss to the bank on 
account of any reason whatsoever, provided the baulc takes necescirv 
steps according to the jnstruetiom of the guarantee broker in respect 
of goods pledged through him For his services the bank pays to the 
guarantee broker a commission equivalent to 11 per cent of the 
interest recovered by the bank on the advances made through him The 


•The ) 


; cominon storage pests of tobacco i 


(Lasroderma scmtSorTi-e) and cacao moth ^Spticstta ^lutella) The ciffarctte 
ieeilf has a wide range of foods bot js most notorious m a storage pest or 
tobacco Eggs are laid m tbe an^e of leaf or along the Bide of md nb or 
other large veins Almost the whole damage is caused by the larva which bores 
through the tobacco in aU directions and jnahes long, -winding t^nels, circular 
in section The cacao moth itseH does not do any damage, all the damage 
being caused by the larv® of the moth The insect avoids large veins 
forms large and irregularly shaped holes The control measures rfO“««“4ed 
by the Slough Stored Product^ Beseareh Iiaboratory of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology (University of Ijondon) under the scheme of worK 
financed jointly by the various countries of the British Empire, are 
gation, exposure to low temperatures and use of moist heat commonly followed 
during the seconditioning process Cigar manufacturers report frequent 
damage due to cigar borer (LafnaOenua semeome ptimdac) which can be 
considerably kept down by f * 
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persons taking advances have to be responsible for charges incurred 
on account of godown rent and notching of tobacco deposited m the 
bank The godowns are insured and the insurance charges come to 
about Re 1 to Es 18 0 per cent per annum The rate of interest 
charged by the bant on the advances is 9 per cent per annum The 
maximum advance given is about 50 per cent of the value of tobacco 
deposited and tbe maximum period for which an advance is usually 
sancTioned is 8 months Tbe extent of advances given durmg the 


la^t 3 years is indicated by the following figures — 



Manods of 

Market value 

Amount 

Year 

tobacco depo 

of tobacco 

advanced 


aited 

deposited 




Ea. 

Ks 

1933-34 

2.320 

50,836 

25,050 

1934-35 

18,272 

3 83,839 

1.91,135 

1935-36 

28,103 

6,06,294 

2,90 942 


It would he seen that increasing advantage ^as being taten by 
tobacco merchants during these three years of the facilities offered hy 
the hank 

In a few of the wholesale markets (Tbaratu Mandis) of the 
iladuTs District m the filadras Presidency, advances are given 
occasionally by commission agents against tobacco stocks up to 
about 7a per cent of the value at 12 per cent interest In two 
important markets, PaJam and Virudbnnagar in Madnra District, 
it is estimated that m 1935 about Rs 30 000 were advanced against 
about 3 000 maunds of tobacco stored with mcrchantB It is reported 
that ♦hese advances are given only for short periods rangmg from 
4 to 6 months and the depositors usually do not hare to pay any 
charges except the interest 

F — Seasonal variation In stocks 

The seasonal variation m stocks closely follows the monthly 
fluctuations in the flow of market supplies The stocks are at their 
•marnmnn fliirfiig -ptfeVkumts'i muu'ttis, Tihiraary \o July 

In Bengal, the maximum stocks are held during the months 
April to Jnne, after which they go on dinunislung till they reach 
their maximum in January and February 

In the Charotar area of the Bombay Presidency, the stocks are 
at their maximum from "Jlarch to May and reach their low points 
in November and December In the Ntpam area, the stocks held 
are high durmg February to June, the months with rnnTiTnnTn stocks 
being March and April The following figures show the estimated 
aveiage monthly stocks held m the Kipam market in 1934 
l-UCAB 
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tsitmaied monthly stocks in 
. fThoufaikd mannds) 


Janj rv 34 

Feon-ary <»3 

March . . Ho 

April 109 

Mav 9< 

Jnne do 


JoIt S7 

August .. 77 

S^ptcmb^r . .. 6S 

October 55 

November 3S 

December SO 


The stocks thus reach their lotre^t lexeU during the three months, 
\oi ember to Jauuarr after Tvhich supplies of the new crop begin to 
arm e m the market Similar are the conditions in the other mariiets 
of Saiigh and Jarasmirpur m the \ipant area. 

In Bihar the manmnm stocks are held in April to June after 
which they decline proCTessivelv till thev reach their low level m 
December January and Februair 

In the Guntur area of the Madras Pre*idencv the Tirgmia 
lobaeto stocks are at their Inch level from Februarr to April 
Tnese stocks almost compie'eh diNoppear bv "Mav and June by 
which time thev are sold off to ciiarette manufacturers or exported 
abroad The countrv cicareite tobacco <tocks are high during Mav 
to August after which thev slowlr decline reachmc a low level 
durinsr December to ^Ia^cb With the manufacturers of eurarettes 
also the stocks are at their highest darm<» Apnl to Tune in the ease 
of eountrv cigarette tobaeco The leailm-’ cigarette manufacturers 
however attempt to maintiiu tbeir s*oet at as uniform a leve as 
pO!>s]ble throughout the vear and the geaeral pohcv appears to be 
to bsve on hand stocks equivalent to two vears requirements 

In o*hir orfct aUo the «*oeks are at their masimum daring the 
three or four months at er he new tobacco crop appears ou tlie 
market 

In Burma high =ic> k are h^ld during April to Julv aftei 
which thev \ ro^TeN^iTeH decline reaching the mminium level about 
Januarv 


G — Carry overs 

There are practicallv no earr\ o^ers from one reason* to an 
otl er with the growers. But con idering that all tTpes, of tobacco 
are required to be kept m 'tore at l"ast for some months before they 
can be used in manufacture merchants and manufacturers are 
required to carrv large s'oeks from one vear to another Taking into 
account the wide variations from one area to another de-^ribed 
below it IS estimated that the anTiTial carrv-overs in India come to 
about 2 03 600 tons or 4o6 million lb t.e , about 35 per cent of th= 

’CeneTaUy *peaiiiig the haivc<aiig of the new crop begins as fron 
JamauT eo the end of the sea«on has been tahen as 31't Deecnber on whi« 
date the earry-overs are taien forward. 
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a\erage annual production of raw tobacco Of tins quantity th.e 
carrj overs with cigarette manufacturers are estimated at about 25 
million lb m terms of raw unmanufactured tobacco, of wliicli 
about 8 million lb is Virginia cigarette leaf Tbe carry-overs with 
Cigar and cheroot manufacturers are estunated at about 40 million lb 
Abo .t 43 million lb of bidi tobacco, 274 million lb of hookah tobacco, 
65 million Ib of cbeivmg tobacco and 9 million lb of snuff tobacco 
are estimated as being earned over from one year to another 

In Madras roughly about 111 million lb of tobacco is earned 
OAer to the nert season Because of the loss in weight and \alne 
undei the ordinary conditions of storage Virginia and good bright 
country tobaceoo are not kept for the nert season- ilerehants m 
Guntur prefer to send their stock of Virginia and country bnght 
leaf to bonded warehouse:* in London for storage, consigning ’t to 
their brokers for sale 'While the superior grade Virginia is dis 
posed of by ilay inferior qnalitift, such as Virginia brown and red 
(flue-enred) are held m stock even up to September and October, 
but thev are almost invariably disposed of before the end of the 
year However in a few coses, some of the better placed of growers 
m Guntur posaes*mg adequate storage facilities retain their tobacco, 
mostly the country cigarette tobacco for the nest season m espeota 
tion of better prices On tbe whole the growing export demand and 
the demand from the cigarette factories witlnn the country tend 
to keep down the carry over of cigarette tobacco which is eatimated 
at 11 million lb only The annual carryover of cigar and cheroot 
tobatoo m the whole of ifadras is estimated at about 52 million lb 
It is estimated that during 1934-35 in iladras the carry-over o^ 
iidi tobacco was about 8 million lb, while that of chewing and snuff 
tob3(.cos was about 40 mdlion lb 

In Bengal the carryover is estimated at about 95 million lb. 
In Bihar and Onsso the arihual carry overs work out to about 23 
mil ion lb Taking tbe Bombay Presidencv as a whole, it is esli- 
mated that about 15 million Ib of tobacco is carried over from one 
seasou to another In Surat, Javasmgpnr and Sangli markets the 
carrv overs are about 2,500 mannds 4,000 maunds and 2,500 maunds 
resp^v.tively 

The annua] carrr-over m the United Proinnces, tbe Puntai and 
Sind IS estimated at 5S nulhon Ib, 19 million lb aiut 3 7 TniHin n jjv 
respectively 

In Mysore State the cairv-overs are estimated at about 
9 million lb and in Earoda at 3 million lb In Syderahad the 
annual carry over is usually about 13 million lb 

H — Stocks of Indian tobaccos held m the United Kingdom market. 

In tbe United Kingdom it is tbe practice of all manofacturers 
to bold large stocks in the bonded warehouses with a view to *»et 
leaf which is snfficientlv matured and aged for manufacture, ^d 
also to counteract the effects of erratic variations in the annual 
prices and quality of the tobacco crop in the producing countri^ 
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On an a\erage a little over 2 years’ requirements are held in stock. 
The consumption of tobacco m the United Kingdom la increasing 
and to meet these heavier requirements the stocks held have also 
increased from year to year Thus while in 1910 only about 200 
million lb were held in stock early in 1937 the stocks were as high 
as 500 million lb 

.So far as Indian tobaccos are concerned the stocLb held duimg 
the past 5 jears ending 1937 have ranged from 25 to 26 million lb 
or roughly what would be required m about 2 43 years In 1936 
the slocks held of Rhodesian tobaccos were about 31 million lb or 
2 5 years’ requirements as against 15 7 million lb or 17o years 
requirements and 30 4 million lb or 2 42 years’ requirements of 
Canadian and Nyasaland lobaecos respectively The stocks ot 
American tobaccos held at the end of 1936 were about 440 million lb 
as against 447 5 million lb at the end of 1934 It is reported that 
by the end of 1937 the stocks of American tobaccos declined still 
further This fall m the stocks of American tobaccos may be attri- 
buted m part to the higher prices and the smaller sizes of United 
States’ tobacco crop On an average about 2 1 years’ requirements 
of American tobacco are held in stock 
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\_Storage and stocks 
IXTER-GHAPTER SEVEN 

The length of the stoiage period has a profound 
effect on smokmg quality Foi the manufacture of 
cigarettes, tobacco is considered at its best after about two 
yeaife Tobacoo for hidis and cheioots should be six to 
twelve months old but hookah tobacco is sufficiently 
mature at the end of six months In the course of 
storage tobacco becomes mellow It is highly important 
to recogmse, howevei, that while good quality tobaccos 
unpiOTe with somewhat prolonged storage the quality 
<?f Joir tohsceo is <‘3pt to detei 202 ate lapi^y paiij- 
culaily aftei about eight months iipJess very weU stored 
undei conti oiled conditions 

The method of storing has itself a great deal to do 
with the hual quality of the pioduct Gioweis have very 
inadequate facilities and tobacco which they hold over 
IS gcnerallv kept on the flooi of the hvmg loom or cattle 
shed A few glower meichants, particnlaily in G-untur 
and Gujerat have then own well built pakka godowns, 
but tobacco is very eommonlv stacked in heaps which are 
meielr coreied with giumv cloth or mats The'=e heaps 
hare to be tm-ued over peiiodieally The methods of 
stoiiug by (he laigei wiiole'^ale merchants aie on the 
whole not veiy much bettei and ^stematic stoiage in 
special tobatco waiehoiisea is uncommon although in 
some parts the t oiiuni'ssion agents have well bmlt pakka 
godorus where the' stole the tobacco of their clients for 
a cbaige which iin> lange from Re 1 to 4'8‘0 per 
mouth tor a lot of 30 oi 40 maunds 

\Vhen stoied undei such ordmary conditions the 
tobacco loses about 10 xiei cent in weight Damage by 
beetles and moths is al«o considerable and is valued at 
about 10 lakhs of rupees per annmi) Fm thei , cigarette 
leaf held under such conditions loses colour appreciably 
and giada becomes second gimle m tbc coui-se of 
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three or four months time, resulting thereby m a loss of 
2 annas per lb In the course of anothei foui .months 
the leaf diops another grade bunging about a total loss 
of 4 annas pei pound m 8 months 

These losses in the course of ordinary storage are 
serious It is found, howevei, that tobacco leaf, if pro- 
perly reconditioned, packed in hogsheads or wooden eases 
and stored under controlled conditions of temperature 
and humiditi loses onlj about 1 pei cent in weight in the 
first lear, per cent in the second vear and then be- 
comes almost constant Theie is practicallv no deteriora- 
tion m colour in such cases and the tobacco unpioves 
consideiabh in smoking quality There has therefore 
been a definite mo\e in leeent veais in India to keep 
tobacco in cool or cold stores with a temperature ranging 
from 55* to 60'F and a humidity of about 70 per cent 
Apart from U'^ing existing stoies special cold stores 
for tobacco have also been built with a distinct sa\ mg m 
wastage It is desirable that this method of storage, 
particularly of high qualitv cigarette leaf should be 
further extended 

The seasonal fluctuations in stocks are related to the 
times of harvesting and stocks in India aie at their 
maximum during the neriod Februaij— Julj and at a 
minimum about December lust before the new crop comes 
on the maiket The amount of caiiTover as at 31st 
December vanes appieciably from year to veai Rough- 
ly a little over a thud of the annual production of law 
tobacco IS noiinally earned over Out of a carrv over 
of about 456 million lb only 25 million lb repiesents im- 
manufactured cigarette tobacco, about a third of which 
consists of Viiginia type Cigai and cheroot leaf carry 
over is estimated at about 40 million lb Bidi tob<acco 
represents about 43 million lb , chewing 65 million lb , 
and snufi tobacco 9 million lb , whereas the normal 
carry oier from one yea^ another of hoohaJi tobacco 
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amounts to about 274 million lb Tlie stocb^ of impoited 
tobacco held in bond at the eustomo warehouses m ports 
vary from year to yeai The amount held in 1930 31 for 
example was high and the stocks contiacted faiily steadily 
toll 1933 34 but ha’ve shown a tendency to use subse 
quentlv 

Apait fi om the stocks of Indian tobacco held in India 
about 25 million to 26 miUiou lb of Indian tobacco is 
held in the TJmted Kingdom This at the present rate 
of consumption lepre^ents the lequnements foi about 2^ 
years which is a normal figure for all kinds of tobacco 
held m the United Kingdom, the total stocks of which 
were as high as 500 zmllion lb m 1937 

The financing of tobacco stocks by the distiict 
Central Co operative Bank in the Nipani area of Bombay 
Pre-iideuey 'show'; signs of enterpri'^e The Bank ad 
Vances up to 50 per cent of the value of the tobacco 
through guarantee lirokers at the late of about 9 pei 
cent per annum plus an insuiance premium amounting 
to about Re 1 or Rs 1 810 per cent per annum These 
charges mar «eem lieaw but the business has mcieased 
eonsideiablr dunng the past three veais This may be 
compared with the charges made bv commission agents 
who 1 e ca es advance about 75 per cent of tbe value 
of tobacco T' led with them at 12 per cent inteiest 
Banking facilities for seeming advances on tobacco 
appear to be backward in most distucts and in viev, of the 
growing importance of the crop tbe improvement 
of such facilities needs earlv consideration 
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CHAPTER Vm— HANDLING AND TRANSPORTATION. 

A — Handling; 

(1) On the farm 

Bulk of the unmanufactured tobacco is sold on farms, where 
the methods of handling are simple The leaf tobacco intended for 
indigenous t>pes of consumption like bidts, kookaJi, chewing and 
snufl o first tied into bundles or hanks which are then arranged m 
stacks o~ neaps over a raised platform The heap is then topped with 
dried gra s or palm leaves which are covered with gunny cloth or 
mats The heaps are periodically disturbed at intervals of about 
two to five weeks and are re arranged the bottom and the middl“ 
bundles bung brought over to the top of the heap on each occasion 
Btdt and hookah tobacco powders are usually heaped on the floor 
and the heap is then covered with gunny or other cloth As alreedv 
explained earlier m chapter IV considerable quantities of earth 
get mixed up while preparing hookah tobacco powder in the field 
Prior to the sale the growers usually stack the leaf or powders on 
tbeir holdings either under the shade of a tree or under a thatdi“d 
roof In the case of cigarette leaf the growers arrange the leaf m 
the ^orm of bales immediately after it is taken out of the curing 
barn or si ed Similar are the practices with regard to cigar and 
cheroot leaf 

After purchase the leaf is taken by the buyer or the local dalal, 
on bchdli of the former to the warehouse of the latter "where it iS 
generally sorted by different qualities Sorting work la done by the 
dalal in accordance with the requirements of the buyer After sort- 
ing the leaf is g n-’rally arranged m the form of a bundle In the 
case of hookah and btdt tobacco powders the purchaser provides con 
ta n rs in the form of old gnnnv bags in which the powder is filled m 
at (he place where purchases are made These bags are then carted 
at the buyer a expense either to the railway station or to the ware 
hous“ of the local dalal through whom the purchase was made 
Lsuallv It IS the practice with the buyers to cart these bags to the 
warehouse ot the local dalal for storage and for further processing 
Ei in the case of hidf tobacco purchased m the Charotar area The 
bales of cigarette cigar and cheroot tobacco are carted by the biver 
to his godowu at his own expense 

ITnnillirig at the farm is almost mvanafaly done bv the grower 
or the cure) and his familv and as such the cost of handhn" is 
negligible 

(2) At the assembling and DiSTBrouriNo centres and rvilwats 

As expl lined earlier in the chapter on Assembling the so called 
tobacco marsets are generally secondarv markets for assembling and 
distribution where merchants and warehousemen bring tobacco pur 
chased nj them in villages Even in ‘•ueh cases there is no one cen ra! 
place where the produce is collected m large quantities as happens in 
the case of wheat or cotton Generally the warehouse of a dalal or 
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arliahya serves tlie purpose of a market It is the general practice 
to Aieigh the leaf on the farm immediatelj after the price is settled 
and before it is transported to the assembling and distributing 
centres In ^or^7^, Bengal and A ortfc Biftar areas hoTVever sometunes 
tile leaf in bulk is transported bj buUoel carts to the warehouse of the 
loLal (lahl if the distance is short In such cases the tobacco leaf is 
ueath arranged m the carts After receipt at the warehouse the leaf 
Is sorted into different qualities to suit the requirements of indmduil 
merchants and bulked and baled afterwards In the case of hookah 
tobacco xoiNfier no fmtber handling appears to tale place in the 
as'iemfaling and distribution centres With regard to bidi tobacco 
pov ders the coarsely crushed leaves as obtained from the growers 
are reduced to small sized flakes and this is done either bj the buyei 
himself or bj the assembling and distributing merchants Foi this 
porposi. the ccar^^ely crn‘^hed leaves are further crushed bj hand atter 
wbuh the ^ al es are passed through sie\es ot different meshes In 
the preparation of leaf bundles for cheroot chewing and snuff he 
cured leaics are tied into mall bundles the best leaies being place! 
uppermost on the outer side of the bundle and the poorer ones m 
the centre The bundles are then baled lu the case of cigarette 
leaf loose bales as received from the growers are untied in the pro 
cess ng factories nud graded inti different qualities m accordance 
uit) the grading practices adopted bi individual merchants aud 
manufacturers After gradmg the leaf may be strinned to ^emo^e 
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by the cart men or other labourers employed by the consignees 
This work of carting the packages from the warehouse to the railway 
staiion and consigning the cases by rail is \erj often done bj a for 
warding agent {hundekan or marfatia) who charges a fixed sum lor 
bis services In the Charoiar area these charges amount to about 
Ks 1 8 0 to Rs 2 8 0 per 100 bags while in the Guntur area the 
amount comes to 6 annas per bale of 2aO lbs In the United Pro 
vmces the charges amount to about a rupee per 100 to 12o maunds 
In other areas the cost of baxi Aling at the railhead comes to about 
3 pies per maund 

ill lailwai sheds are gcuerallj coiered at all the more import 
ant loading and unloading stations 

Except at outK mg sidings t e sidings away from stations anJ. 
belonging to a few eigaielte tactones aud when the special freight 
rate quoted is gi% en on condition that loading and unloading will be 
don by the eon«ignor ai 1 the consignee the cl arges for loading and 
unloading at the railway stations are included m the railway freight 
these services being performed by labour emploved by the railway 
On some railwavs the labourers engaged in loading and unloading 
worl are paid monthly wages ranging from Rs 10 to Rs 22 per mouth 
vhile on others the labour is provided by contractors on rates varying 
fiom one rupee to three rupees per thousand maunds There does not 
appear to be any complaint regarding handling of the tobacco packages 
at railway stations Occasionally a few of the tobacco powder bags 
get damaged during handling but th s appears to be more due to the 
practice of using old gnnn\ bags for p<.cl ing The damage however 
18 considered negligible 

(3) Atbrerohats 

Trade by inland waterways is conBned almost entirely to Assam 
Beigtl Eihar Madras and Traiancorc and aUo Burma The loading 
and urloading of tobacco packages is usually done by coolies whose 
charges ctme to about 3 pies per maund These charges have to be 
pa 1 by the consignor and consignee as thev are not included in the 
bo hire charges 

(4) At ports 

Immanufaetured tobacco is always handled m bales wrapped 
and tied m gunny cloth or m wooden cases or hogsheads at the ports 
and the loading and discharging of sea going vessels is done by 
machinery 

(5) Containers 

Containers u^ed for the transport of unmanufactured tobacco 
have already been discussed in the chapter on Preparation for Market 
In the case of tobacco products cigarettes are first pad ed either m 
pad et" 01 in tins The packets ire then put into a tlnn card board" 
OCX These cardboard boxes or tins are then packed m deal wood 
cases of ^ aryiuf’ sizes High class cigarettes are usualh packed m 
cases we gnmg about 2-J maunds and containing about 2o to 30 
thousand cigarettes Sometimes bi^er cases Weighing 3J maunds 



[Facing page SSO 



A bamboo crate commomy xis^d in packing ctd * in the Central Provinces, 
along mth another pacaed mth Itats and wrapped in gunny cloth 



A cart loaded mth bags of hidt tobacco m the Charoiar area 





Transport oi tolaceo by donkeys in the Puniab 
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and containing abont 50 thousand cigarettes are used Cheaper brands 
of cigarettes are usually consigned m bisger wooden crates weighing 
3 to 3^ maund* and containing about oO thousand cigarettes Some 
of the higu grade cigarettes are S‘*nt m ^mailer packages each weigh 
mg 32 «eerb and containing 10 thousand cisrarettes Foreign 
cigarettes and cat tobaccos are usually consigned in deal wood ca^es 
each measuring about 3' X 2V X 2% weighing about 1-1 maunds and 
contcmmc about 15 thousand c^arettes 

Cigars are fir»t packed in small and thin wooden bose-- and occa 
sionallr m tms The^e boxes and tins are then packed m wooden 
cases of xarym® sizes and weights Some of them measure 2V X S' 
X 1~ each weishmg about to 2 maunds and containing 3 to 4 
thou«and cigars Small ea^es measuring about IS' X fi' X F and 
weigmna about 2a seers are also m use 

Bidis are packed in -larious wavs The aio«t common method is 
to use bamboo crates wherein the bi(h baa<We» are pat m and which 
are then corered with a gunor cloth Before putting mto the pack 
age;, the bidis are fir't well pad ed m paper bundle* each contaminz 
500 oidis The bamboo crate is usually cubical in shape each side 
measuring 2' and weichs about li maunds when packed («ee plate 
facing page 220) It contain* about 60 tboD'and «TnaIl and 40 
thousand la^e sized hidts The e crates cost about Ra 20 per 
handrad including the cost of coir U'Cd for tring the crate Some 
times a thin wire is used instead of coir and in 'meh ease* the co«t of 
pacLins! comes to R* 3 d per hundred Sometimes bidis are al*o 
p'*caed in shghtlr smaller sized but strpnzer bamboo baskets each 
measuring about 21" m leojrth and breadth and 27" in hemht, to 
hold about 60 thousand bidis and weighing a little over 1 tna-rind. 
Such baskets cost about Rs 30 per hundred Occasionallv «eeond 
hand deal wood boxes are al*o used for packing bidia Each of these 
boxes costs about 7 annas weiirhs maunds when packed and bole.* 
about 65 thousand bidw A few manufacturers pack their bidis in 
ord n<irT thick gunnv ba<^ each holdma about So thoisand bidu and 
we ching 21 seers when packed. 

Manufactured hoolch tobacco is usuallr packed in bes.sian cloth 
The size- and the wemhts of the<e packa'^es rarv even wi*h the same 
manufacturer High class chewin'^ tobacco is packed in air tight tins 
or m bottles while ordmarv chewin<» tobacco is packed n gunnr bags, 
each weighing about a mannd Snuff is usuallr packed in bags made 
of tuick drill cloth and also in bottles and in tms of various size* 
Tbes* bottle* and tins are then packed m wooden cases for the purpose 
of transport 


(6) PO*siBII.lTI® or BCXK HiNDLCNG 

It has been stated before that probablv m no other agricultural 
conimodvtv the question of quahtv is 'o important as in the case of 
tobacco Its quaJitstive charactenstics often varv from villa'^e to 
viilcgc and even from one grower to another On account of this 
and the fact that the qualitv of the leaf is likelv to deteriorate by 
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mere exposure without any container, if not by frequent handling 
the chances of bulk handling oi tobacco as in the ease of cotton, wheat 
and Imseed are remote 


B — Transportation 

Iransport — na means and coat — ^is the most important smgle 
factor reaponaible for the development of trade m anv country 
Trao'-port m India is effected by (1) road {2j rad (3) inland 
watemai- and (4) 'ea 


tl) By poad 

Almost miariabh the farms and the villages are connected 
bv dumetalled or lacheha road* or paths either with the as«embling 
anl Qi'^tiibuung centres or with the metftUed or ] akka toads leading 
to «uc]i centres On sQch roads pack animals and carts are the onlv 
modes of conieiance most suitable for carrvmg tobacco from the farm 
to tile a-u-embling and distributing centres L\en for uch modes of 
conievance the roads m some of the producing areas are far from 
satisfactoiv In the Ckcrotar area for example most of the village 
roads are kachchc Id fair weather these roads are full of dust 
seveial inches thick and it is with considerable hard lup that the 
bullocks pull the carts along these tracks Immediatelv after the 
rams have set m earlr m June the e roads become impassable to 
anv kind of convevance and the jonmev from one milage to another 
Is to be largelv done on foot 

to) Pack ammah and headloads — The use of pack ammaU 
api ears to oe almost whoUv confined to the Lnited Promnees Punjab 
ann Smd the animals mo t commoulv u«ed being camels pomes 
donkevs and bullocks (see plate facing' page Pack animals 

are onlv used when small loads haie to be earned over short distances 
au« on unmeralied and saedv roads where the plmns of a cart is 
di^cuii The load of tobacco carried bv cameU comes to about 3 to 
6 maunds and bv pomes 2 to 3 maunds 

Human labour for carrving tobacco packages as headloads is used 
icr convcTing small loads over shorter distances say withm o miles 
It is onlv m the area that fairlv large quantities of tobacco 

£.re carried as headload* bv the Vahars who purcha e standing crop 
In the Nipani market, it is estimated that about 5 000 maunds of bidi 
tobacco are carried m this manner by the dfehars every year 

&) Carts— The cart is bv far the most important convevanee 
foi caiming uutnanufactured tobacco bv road Two-wheeled bollock 
cart^ drawn bv a pair of bnUoeks are the ones used for carrving 
tobacco throughout the conntrv (see plate facmg pa^’e 2''0) 
Occi^ ionallv four wheeled camel carts are also used in the Inited 
Pro nces and the Punjab An o*ffinan bullock can consists of a 
wooden frame mounted on wooden wheels which are sometimes shod 
with iron tvres The use of iron tvres for the wooden wheels 
appears to be mote common in Bombav and iladras Carts with 
pneumatic ubeels are nit n ed m carrving tL tobacco traffic Tins 
IS because of the heivv initial outlav the scarci^v of good metalled 
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roads in the rural areas and the fact that the bulk of the road traffic 
m luimanata tured tooaeeo is confined to a short period immediately 
attei hanest nhen the eultnators themselves are free to ply their 
iDdigenoiLs carts for hire 

The capacity of a cart vanes from one area to another m accord 
ance ^ith the type of annuals drawing the cart the condition of roads 
etc In Bengal an average cart can carrj only about 8 to 10 maunds 
of unmanufactured tobacco bat m ’\orth Bihar the contents of a cart 
rcaj range from lo to 2o maunds In the Lmted Provinces Punjab 
Sladras and \ipani areas a cart can cam on an average, about 18 
maunds of tobacco whereas la Burma a cart can bold only about 9 
maunds Apart from small quantities carried by beadloads and 
path animals from the producing viTlages to the assembling centres 
the volume of •which is estimated at not more than 1 per cent of tne 
total production of tobacco in the country all the tobacco in villages 
IS transported hy carts to the assembling centres The distance 
over which tobacco may be carried by carts vanes in accordance with 
the extent of area served by a particular assembling centre In the 
Guntur market for example tobacco is brought in by carts from 
villages within a radius of about 2o miles At Palghat market m 
southern Madras bullock carts bring m tobacco even from a dis 
tance of 60 miles while a distance of 50 miles is not uncommon m 
otl er areas of the Madras Presidency and Mysore It appears 
however that m the bulk of the assembling centres tobacco is 
earned by bnlloch carts from villages situated at a distance not ex 
ceeding 20 miles 

The transport of tobacco from the assembling centres to the rail 
head or river ghat is almost invariably done by bullock carts, 
except in a few areas where the motor transport is available at 
competitive prices. 

(c) Motor transport — The use of motor lorry for transporting 
tobacco appears to be more extensively adopted onlv m the Atpani area 
of the Bombay Presideniy The peculiar situation of the Nipani 
market with regard to transport has helped in the development of this 
traffic to a considerable extent Nipam is not a railway station 
Tobacco from this place has to be railed either at Kolhapur or at 
Chikodi Road Kolhapur is 25 miles whereas Chlkodi Road is 29 miles 
from Isipam There is however an out agency of the Madras and 
st Ai-pvtav WThuiV tfiO-dugwr jfor a: 

booking from Nipani na Chikodi Road The road portion of the 
jonrney is done by motor trucks belongit^ to the railway If tobaC\,o 
IS booked from Nipani tm Kolhapur an additional charge for road 
transport is taken at the rate of 2| annas per maund Private motor 
lorries carry tobacco from the Nipani area over fairly long distances 
Tobacco packages are often transported by motor lorry from Nipani 
and Sangli to Bijapur Dharwar or Belgaum There are about 12 
motor lorries for transporting goods from Sangh Kolhapur and Nipani 
to Bijapur alone each of which cha^res Rs 32 to Rs 40 per tnp 
carrv mg about 60 to 80 bags o£ tobacco On their retnm journev 
the lorries bring back gram and cotton bales from Bijapur The 
expense of transporting a bag of tobacco from Nipani to Bijapur 
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by motor lorry comes to about 8 annas as against 12 to 14 annas 
■fthen the transport is done b> rail Dharwar is 97 miles from Nipani 
and it costs only 10 annas to transport a bag of tobacco by motor 
lorry from Nipam to Dharwar Several merchants find it cheaper 
to book Nipani tobacco at Celgaum by rail The road distance 
between Belgaum and Nipani is 48 miles and the hire charges bj bullock 
taits ind loiries work out to about 1 to o annas per bag of tobacco 
The cleielopiuent of motor tralTc in the fsipani area is \erj largely 
duo to the oristenee of good pakla roads the other factors respon 
sible being that the motor lorries are economical because of quicker 
transi>oit cheaper freight convenience of receiving goods at the 
godown ot the sender and delivering them at the consignee s place 
and ehmmalion of carting landling and other charges to and from 
the railway station The formalities to be gone through at the rail 
nay station for booking goods are also saved 

(d) Aerial ropenay — The transport of tobacco by aerial rope 
way in Devicolam m Travancore appears to he unique This rope 
wav rises to the height of 4 000 feet above sea level It is owned by 
the Kannan Devan Hills Produce Co Ltd and used principally for 
transporting tea from the estates on the hills down to the plains 
Munnar is the chief assembling and distributing centre for raw 
tobacco in the Devicolam district and gets tobacco from Bodinaikaunur 
in J\Iadura district bj means of the aerial ropenaj The cost of this 
mode of transport works out to about Its 19 per ton over a ropeway 
distance of 28 miles 

(e) Cost of conveyance — The cost of transport by road is 
feovtined by a number of factors such as the condition of roads the 
avail ibilitj and the demand for carts season distance covered and 
the chances of securing loads on return journey The lure charges 
on pakl a roads are usually loner than those prevailing on 1 achcha 
roads Generally long distance hauls are cheaper than short dis 
tance ones Tl e 1 ire charges during the summer months are lower 
tliau those prevailing immediately after the monsoon sets in 

The average cart hire charges come to about 3 to 4 pies per 
rnund per mile In Bihar and tie United Provinces the charges 
aie as low as 1 to 2 pics per mile per maund on pahka roads and 
double tl e amount on kachcha roads In Pengal Chaiotar and 
Nipani cart hire charges come to about 3 to 5 pies per maund pei 
mile while m the Punjab they come to about 6 pies per maund per 
mile 

The hue cl srges bj motor lorry come to about two thirds or 
Tjnte it/mVns nl Vhe kviit tb.wgss f.'w 

totacco bv pack animals range from d to 6 pies per maund per milo 
Ijibour charges for carrying tobacco on headloads vary from 6 to 8 
pies per maund per mile 

(2) By iiAiL 

(o) Extent and direction of mavemetii — The bulk of the trade m 
unmanufactured tobacco moves by rai! The aveiage recorded imports 
and exports of unmanufactured tobacco by rail (and nver) into and 
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from the proMiieeb and trade blocls for the tbrte joar period, 
1934>3o to 1936 37, are given in Appendix LXIV and the directional 
movement lUustiated in the diagram facing this page 

The annual aierage recorded traffic m unmanufactured tobacco 
bv rail (and mer) is 32}0o00 maunds Of the total quantity 
cspoited irom the different prov Jicea and trade bloci s 89 par cent 
IS ac>-Ounted far b\ the four mam tobacco produeing provmees, 
Madias B bar Bombay and Bengal The share of Madras comes 
to 27 per cent of the as era^e exports while the quantities accounted 
fo” bs Bihar and Oru'a Bomhav and Bengal come to -28 18 and 16 
per (eiit respeetncij 

In spite of the fact that Bengal stands tir=t among the Indian 
provinces with regard to tobacco production the imports of iinmanu 
factured tobacco into Bengal are large as compared with the imports 
into the other mam tobacco producing provinces Bull of these 
imports are however taken hr Caleulta which is a large distributing 
centre for all tvpes of tobacco Almost four fifths of the imports 
into Bengal are drawn from Bihar and Orissa and about 16 per cent 
from Jfadras The receipts from Bibar and Orissa comprise almost 
entirely of hookah and chewing tobaccos while those from Madras 
mainh of cigarette leaf Almost three fifths of the outward traffic in 
unmanufactured tobacco from Bengal goes to A«sam and a little mote 
than 30 per cent to Bihar, and Orissa The despatches are mainlv uf 
hookah and cbewmg tobaccos 

The average exports from Bombav Presidency come to about 
4 47 UOU maunds as against 58 000 maunds of imports Over font- 
fifths of the exports are taken br Central Provinces and Berar, 
Central India and Kajpntana A large quantity of cigarette tobacco 
Is imported from Madras 

Madr-’s exports on an average 424 000 maund* while it imports 
onlv 69 000 maunds The outward despatches occur mostlv from 
the Guntur vrea and Madras and comprise mainly of cigarette tobacco 
exported to Cengvi Bihar Bombav Mvsore and Hvderabad The 
exports to the Central Pronnees and Berar eonsirt almost entirely 
of '•craps and rejections from cigarette leaf from the GunUir area 
The imports consist mostlv of bidi tobacco about 86 per cent of 
which are received from Alrsore and about 9 per cent from Bombay 

About three fifths of the imports of unmanufactured tobacco into 
Bilnr and Onssa are received from Bengal and one third from 
3Iadns Tobacco received from Bengal is mamlv of hookah tvpe 
while that received from Madras is cigarette leaf Bihar has eot a 
lanrc ontwsrd traffic the annual average exports being 8 94 090 
maunds About 45 per cent of the exports are despatched to Bengal 
and about two-fifths to the United Provinces The other important 
areas where Bihar tobacco is exported are the Central Provinces and 
Avs^ni 

The avenge annual traffic m unmanufactured tobacco for the 
United Provinces is about 4 78 000 maunds imports and 183 009 
rnmnd-s exports Nearlv three fifths of the exports are taken hv the 
Punjab and about one-fourth by Kajputana Btilk of the imports 
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(nearly four fifths) are obtained from Bihar Over 70 per cent of 
the imports of unmanufactured tobacco into Punjab are received 
from United Provinces The bulk of the remainder is imported, 
from Bombay and Smd Exports from the Punjab are small and 
sent almost entirely to the United Provinces Kashmir and Sind 

Central Provinces and Berar are almost entirelj an importing 
area Vbout 54 per cent of the imports are received from Bombay 
and 2i per cent from Bihar Imports from Aladras come to about 
17 per cent Assam ls also an importing province The average 
annual imports into Assam come to about 192 000 maunds as agaii st 
13 000 maunds of exports The imports ire received almost entirelj 
trcni Bengal and Bihar 

(’ 7vfl freight — There are three svstems of charging rail 

way freights vtz (t) class rates (i») schedule rates and (t») station 
to station rates 

(i) Class rates — Ordinarily the station to station rates are the 
lowest freight rates the schedule rates standing in between the class 
rates and station to station rates In looking for the rates of freight 
cliarges therefore one has to first find out whether any station to 
station rate is applicable If the station to station rate is not appit 
table then the schedule rate has to be searched for and m case both 
the station to station and schedule rates are not found applicable for 
any station the class rate is then applied For arriving at the class 
rates all commodities are divided into Ifi classes for each of which 
^he maximum and minimum rates are fixed by the Railway Board as 
follows — 


Class 

Maxim Tim 
rate per maiuid 
per mile 
(pies) 

Mmimum 
rate per maond 
per mile 
(piM) 

1 

38' 



2 

42 



2 A 

46 


100 

2 B 

50 



2C 

64^ 




SS") 



4 

62 




67 




72 




77 




83 


166 


89 




96 




1 1 Ot 




1 2o 



10 

1 87 J 




The grouping of commodities into classes is done for the pur 
pose of arriving at the rate to he charged when no station to station 
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or ibchedule rate is quoted and for fixing the masimum and mmimuivt 
rate per maund per mile within the limits of which all rates, of whal* 
ever kind, must be kept, subject to exceptions specially authorised 
b> the Railway Board Ordinarily, the maximum rates are charged 
by the rail^ajs, but where class rates are quoted to a figure loner 
than maximum lates, these are called adjusted class rates 

Indian unmanufactured tobacco falls in class 4A for which tlie 
rate of freight charged is 67 pie per maund per mile, at railway riski 
The class late charged by most of the important railways however/ 
IS in accordance with class 4 of the above classification for which ratd 
IS 62 pie per maund per mile Imported tobacco is charged at class- 
o rates (railway risk) and at class 4A rates (owner s risk), except 
on the iladras and Southern ilahratta Railway where the freight is 
chaiged at class 4A rates (railwaj risk) and class 4 rates (ownei’s 
risk) 

^Yhe^e station to station or schedule rates do not exist cigarettes 
Indian cigar« cheroots and bidus are charged at class 6 rates at rail 
waj risk Imported cigars are charged at cla'^s 8 rates (railway risk;, 
while ordmarv class rates for manufactured hooKah, chewing and 
snuS tobaccos and processed btdt tobacco are at class 4B (railway 
risk) and class 4A (owner’s risk) Most of the railways, however, 
charge freight for the'^e types of tobaccos-at class 4A rates at railway 
risk, and class 4 rates, at owner’s risk' 

iti) ScheduU rates — A schedule rate is a rate quoted on a basi» 
lower than the masimum rate of the class It may be on a uniform 
basis such as 2oO pie per maund per mile or it may vary according 
to distance or weight on the telescopic (cumulative) prmciple A 
»chedule rate maj be quoted either per maund or per ton or per wagon 
On the Eastern Bengal Railway, excepting for small modifications, 
the rates chaiged on unmanufactured tobacco produced m Bengal 
are telescopic schedule rates as under — 


Foe the first and up to 150 miles 


•380 pie per loaimd per mile 


Foe extra distances above 150 miles bat not 
exceeding fiSO miles to be added to the 

charge for 150 miles 250 pie per maund per mile 

For extra distances above 250 miles but not 
exceedmj: 400 miles to be added to the charge 

for 2o0 miles 125 pie per maund per mile 

For extra distances above 400 miles to be added 

to the chai^ for 400 miles 116 pie per maund per mile 


The major railways offer concessions for wagon loads of eiya* 
rettes for which freight is charged at class 4A rates at railway risk 
and cliss 4 rates at owner’s nsk, provided the minimum weight of 
the consignment md the minimum distance tratelled are 160 maundt 
and 400 mile-s respectively The Bensal Nagpur Railway offers the 
same concession to iidts with an additional condition m regard to 
packing Ritfis must be made up into bundles of 25 and a"am T>acked 
in «!trong iintearable cross paper in bandies of 500 and Daefced in 
LIICAR — 
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soiind regular shaped gunnj pach^es or strong bamboo boxes 
(Petal as) and tbe sender has to make a declaration to this effect 
on tl t consignment note 

(tit) Station to station rates — -These are special rates for dis- 
tances between two specific points quoted on the basis of tbe prm 
ciple what the traffic can bear in eases where the normal class 
or scjiedule rates cannot be profitablj applied owing to competiticc 
from motor lorries other means of road transport steamers and 
other railways In actual practice the Bombay Baroda and Ceu 
tral India and tbe Madras and ‘southern Mahratta Railways have 
applied station to station rales to a large number of stations in the 
Charolar Atpam and Guntur areas 


Specimen station to station or special freight rates on unmanu 
faetured tobacco between a few of the important producing aud 
consuming centres are as shown below — 


From 

To 

Railway 

Diitance 

(Milea) 

Calculatad 
cUaa rate 
(per 
mannd) 

Special 

rate 

charged 

(per 

manna) 

1 Irmnd 

HoWMh {VM AgT» 
Cantc ) 

B B & 

C I 

E r 

53S 

•94 

' Rs a r 

Bs A r 




1 330 

4 4 8 

1 14 0 

i Nadjad 

J>9 

B B A 

C I 

E 1 

547 

794 

1 





1 341 

4 5 3 

1 14 0 

3 Nipani (Ont 
Agency) 

Sha! mar — Calcntta 
(tia Chikodi Road 
and Waltsir) 

9l AS M 

B N 

7S9 

543 






1,334 

4 9 0 j 

2 0 0 

4 SADgll 

Shabmar — Calcutta 
(MU W&iUu) 

If AS M 

633 




1 

B N 

545 






1380 

4 8 3 

2 0 u 

S JsyBsmgpnr 

Do 

M AS 91 

837 





B N 

545 






1 382 

4 8 9' 

2 0 0 

0 Solhapnr 

Do 

U AS U 

859 





B N 

545 






I 404 

4 9 11 

2 0 0 
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Similar eoncessioDs of special rat^ are given, for traffic from 
Guntnr to Bombay, Andhen, Bonvli and Bandra where cigarette 
factories are located There is, however, a much larger traffic in 
cigarette tobacco from the Guntnr area to Calcutta and llongbyr to 
whioh places special rates are quoted from Guntur and Chirala with 
certain conditions in regard to the amount of load and handling The 
conditions and the special rates qnoted from Guntur and Chirala 
to Shalunar and Monghyr as compared with the calculated class ratas 
are given below — 


1 




Caica 

1 Special 






iat»i 






Diatancr 

i class 

IchariTcd 


rrom [ 

To 

Railway 

(Miles) 

1 r«lA 

(per 1 

Conditions 





1 (per 

j zsaoiui) 

^ maund) 

1 






1 1 

Rs A r 1 

Rs A r 



Sh&limaz — Cakntta 

M as M 

237 

1 




(m Teoahaad 

B N 

845 

1 






782 1 

2 9 9 

1 8 7 

OB W/200 L 


1 





and W/120 

CUnU 

1 MonshjT(vva 
ttaJuiraoci asaa 

as U 

273 ! 



if packed in 


«o]) 

6 N 

605 ! 






B I 

m 







1,042 

S 6 10 

2 3 11 

OR C/400, I. 
aad W/120 
il packed in 

(>Dntar 

Do 

&r as ir 

253 






B N 

605 






E I 

164 







1022 

3 6 0 

2 3 3 

Do 


fir spn'e of these speeiaf or siattoa to station rates given hj 
certain railways on Indian unmanufactured tobacco it may be 
observed that the railway freights are not in proportion to the valne 
of tobacco or tobacco products transported Thus, while a maund 
of unmanufactured tobacco, which may be worth even less than 
Ks 10, is chaiged at 62 pie per mile, a maund of cigarettes valued 
at Rs 140 or even more is charged only at 83 pie per mile The 
rate for bidis is the same as for cigarettes though the value of the 
former may be only about Rs 50 per maund, or just a little over one 
third the value of the latter 

* OR = Owner a rtak C/400 «= Miniinnm enc'igninent of 400 maands W/120 or 
W/eoO inauaam wagonload of ISOorSOOiBABsds L a Owners to load and tuJoAd. 



To all the three £V«tems of charging raHwav freights, an addi 
tjon IS made to the fremht rates* on aeeonnt of short distance diart** 
which la usnallj' 3 pies per mamid for bootinsrs to a distance of les» 
than 7o milea. Further, addition^ are made on account of terminal 
chaiges*. 

(c) Terms of tooling — As <oon aa the pacl:a'*es. eontaimnr 
tobacco or tobacco products amre at the railTrav station vard, they 
are tahen charge of hr the eooda clerk, weiirhed, labelled and load'd 
into a irairQn Usnallv all paekasrea in a small con iimment are 
wenrhed. But if it la a wa?on load eonMcnment -^nlv about 10 to 20 
per cent of the pacharca mav be xreicbed prov'ded all the packar& 
of the eonsismment are of the same size and weiiht and it la declared 
bj the eonsiznor that the weight of each of them is* the same 

Charges* on account of loading and unloading at the railway 
stations are included in the freight, excep*- at special sidings of 
cigarette factonea or when the «peaal rate quoted bv the railwar 
clearlr indicates that the loading and nnloading will hare to be done 
hy the eon-inior and the eon ign^e The goods and deliverr clerks 
are recponsible for supervising the loading and unloading work 
done bv th» railwav eoohes The watch and ward *1s5 of the rail 
wavs look after the goods awaiting shipment and deliverv Generally, 
all packa'*es are kept under covered goods* sheds, but during rush 
period* when vuScient «pace in the gooda-vheds i» not svailabla tier 
are kept in the open on the platforms* awaiting loading m th“ wagon* 
('•ee plate facing page 2^41 'When the package* are l^mg in the 
open for a sho”' time tarpaulin doth mav b» u>ed a* covering to 
protect the good' from espo'ure to the <iin and the ram. 

Indian tmmjiufactared toba co is, geaeraDv booked a* raJwav 
risk, exempt on the Eas'e*n Ben^d Kauwav whiih quotes* ehedule 
rate*, at owner s tiJs. and on the Alaara* and bouthem Mahratta 
Eanwar wni h offer* peciallv reduced ra e* b^*Treen c^rtam points, 
at owner - risk. Cigarettes, cigafsw cheroot anu iidis are normallr 
booked at railwav nsk. In the ca e of cigarette*, however booking 
can be done at owner * nsk also when the eons gnment i* a wa'^on 
load. Similar eonee'sUon i* g'vea for hidts* booked bv the Ben'll 
Nagpur Railwav m wagon loadsw Processed or manufacture! 
hoolah, chewing, bidi and snuff tobaccos and imported tobacco can 
be booked either at railwav risk o’" at owner’s risk. 

Tobacco and tobacco pvodncts ace mvanablv trauTwrted m 
covered wagons On the narrow gauge lines the capacitv of a wagon 
mav range from 9 to 11 tons, whil'* on the broad gang'* it mav be 
14 to 24 tons. Generallv no imifnc encv of the supulv of wagou'^ 
Is experienced m anv of the imnortant tobacco producing areas. 

D'^murrage is levied on vehid'** o”de"ed and waitmg to be loaded 
bv eon-Kmors or on loaded Tchicles waiting to be unloaded bv 
conagu'^es when the tun" allowed free bv railwav* for loadmg o* 
unload ng the eomgrnis'nts is exceeded 'Vrharfage on th“ other 
hand, i* levied on goods waiting at a station to b» eonagned. » f~. 
brou^’h* to the “Nation but for which a consignment no e ha* not been 
reO‘‘ived or on goods waiting to be delivered after thev have been 
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made available for debvery, ^vhen the tune allo^wed free by rail- 
ways IS exceeded The free time allowed before demurrage accrues 
IS 9 hours of daylight after which demurrage is charged at the rate 
of 1 anna per ton per hour on the capacity of the wagon The free 
tune allowed before wharfage accrues in respect of consignments 
waiting to he consigned is generally opto midnight of the day next 
following that on nhicli gciods are brought to the station, and for 
consignments waiting to be delivered, ranges from 24 to 72 hours 
according to the nature and importance of the station and the faci- 
lities for storage available m the goods shed The wharfage charges 
are usuallj recovered at the rate of 3 pies per maund or part of a 
maund per day or part of a day in excess of the free tune 

Apart from the railway freight, the consignor and the consignee 
have to spend a small extra amount on account of miscellaneous 
expenses at railway stations to facilitate booking, proper handling of 
the packages and delivery 

(3) By tNI.A\T> WATERWAYS 

The main attraction for transport by inland waterways is its 
comparatively lower cost It i> however always a slower means of 
transport than railways, more particularly when country boats are 
made use of Other disadvantages are that the boatmen frequently 
tamper with tobacco package* and that tobacco is alwavs likely to 
be damaged on account of the humid atmosphere and insufficient 
protection from sun and ram and against water percolstme through 
the seams m the sides of country boats 

There are three kinds of inland waterways, its , river, canal 
and backwaters Traffic m tobacco by inland waterways is almost 
entirely confined to Assam, Bengal Bihar, Madraa, Travancore and 
Burma Bales of tobacco carried by the river steamers are recorded 
for some stations bj the Department of Commercial Intelligence 
and Statistics, and mclud^ in the Rail and River borne Trade 
Returns published monthly but no records exist of traffic by country 
boats which handle the bulk of the tobacco traffic by internal water 
wavs 

There is considerable variation in the carrying capacity of 
country boats In Bengal, a conntrv boat can carry, on an average, 
about 400 maunds In Bihar on the other hand, the boats are 
smaller with a capacitv of 100 to 150 maunds. In Assam, the 
capacitv ranges from 40 to 300 maunds, while in Burma it is from 
to iS'J mauna’s Tn Travancore, the boats hol'd on an average XXd 
to 120 maunds of tobacco Boats of larger capacity are generally 
used for long distance transport 

Bengal — In Bengal, it is estimated, that about half the produc 
tion IS moved by river from the producing to the assembling and 
distribution centres At least half the export of Bengal tobacco to 
Bihar are transported bj river, of which about two-fifths are carried 
by country crafts and the rest by river steamers. The transport 
charge by country boat from Cooch Behar to ilanickgunj (about 
300 miles) comes to about 5 to 8 annas per maund, with an addi- 
tional insurance charge of Rs 2 per 100 rupees worth of tobacco. 
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The freight from Cooch Behar to Jalakati (400 miles) comes to abont 
4 to 8 annas per maund m addition to the insurance charge of Rs 2 
per 100 rupees worth of tobacco The steamer freight charge by 
nver from Calcutta to Patna comes to about Re 0 11 9 per maund as 
against about Rs 1 1 0 per maund by rail 

Bihar — About a third of the total traffic m unmanufactured 
tobacco within the pro^ ince of Bihar is accounted for by river traffic 
bulk of which is earned b\ the country craft Almost all the work 
of carrying tobacco from North to South Bihar across the river 
Ganges is done by country boats Long distance transport is usually 
done by river steamers belonging to the India General Steamer 
Navigation Company or the Bengal and Northwestern Steamer 
Navigation Company Generally the countrv boats charge about 
half the fare charged by river steamers For example while the 
steamers charge about 8 to 9 annas for carrying a maund of tobacco 
from Patna to Dacca the country boatmen charge only 4 to 6 annas 
per maund for the same distance 

1/adras — Considerable amount of tobacco moves along canals 
of the Kistna and Godavari rivers Lnn/as tobacco is transported 
upto Kajahmundry and Coconada while canal traffic as far down os 
Madras also tal es place along the Buckingham canal Canal 
transport al o occurs m Guntur to Coconada for export trade The 
annual volume of traffic that moves bv these canals in tobacco and 
tobacco products ranges from 3 to 4 thousand tons per year From 
Guntur part of the shipments to Coconada ore transported by canal 
from Chibrole 9 miles from Guntur The railwav freight from 
Guntur to Coconada comes to about Rs 1 14 0 per bale of 250 lb 
while the cana' trinsport from Chibrole to Coconada costs only 
6 annas per hale m addition to which 2 annas have to bo paid on 
account of cart h re from Guntur to Chibrole 

Assam — "Mere than lalf (he annual rade as well as the import 
trade uv Assam takes plac hv rivor nv^t ste'imers being more 
extensivelv used for the purpose tlan the oountn craft The 
imports of tobacco from Bengal and Bihar are very largely effected 
by river transport The freight for sending tobacco from. Kharupetia 
to Gauhati about 3i to 40 miles apart by boat and 
steamer works out at 1 anna and 34 annas per maund respectively 
The charges bv river steamers from Patna to Sylbet work out at 
about 4 to 5 annas per maund while from ( ooeh Behar to Ajraerganj 
come to 12 annas to one rupee per maund 

Traiancorc — Travancore has over 200 miles of canals and back 
waters and transport hv water dominates other forms of transport 
Host of the important distributing and consuming centres in the 
central and north Trvvmcore get their supplies of tobacco by rail 
to Ernalulam in Cochin State and thence bv bad waters to Travan 
core The cost of transport works out at 4 pie per maund per 
mile 

B«ma — In Burma tobacco is mostly grown on river banks and 
islands and the chief means of transport from the producing area to 
the assembling and terminal marlets is the country boat carts being 
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employed, m the first instance to carrj tobacco from the cultivators' 
holdings to the boat The transport barges by country boats •work 
out to about an anna per 360 lb per mile The rates of freight 
charges by the river steamers belongu^ to the Irrawaddy FlotiUa 
Company per 100 mss (360 lb) of tobacco from Jlyingyam to 
Rangoon (550 miles) come to Rs 4 2 0 while from Henzada to 
Rangoon (147 miles) work out to 12 annas The special rata charged 
by the Burma Railways from Myingyam to Rangoon is Es 4 13 0 per 
100 viss (360 lb ) 

(4) By sea. 

(a) Coastal trade — There is a considerable amount of coastal 
trade in tobacco and tobacco products lo all the maritime Indian 
Provinces and Burma There are two distinct types of coastal trade, 
one among the ports of the same provniLe and the other from the 
ports of one pro^ mce to those of another 

The volume of internal coastal export and import trade among 
the ports of the same pro\ince ranges from 3 3 to 3 6 million lb 
of tobacco and tobacco products valued at 12 to 15 lakhs of rupees 
Over 70 per cent of this trade consists of unmanufactured tobacco, 
the remaining being accounted for by tobacco products of which 
cigarettes account for a third 

The bulk of the coastal trade is however inter provincial The 
total coastal export trade of the 6\e maritime provinces of India, 
Bengal Shdras Bomfaaj, Smd and Orissa comes to about 21 3 
million Ib valued at I2S o lakhs of rupees (aNerage for 3 years 
ending 1936 37) Of this xolume unmanufactured tobacco accounts 
for 15 6 million lb valued at 27 8 lakhs of rupees Export of 
cigarettes come to about 3 million lb \alued at 87 2 lakhs of rupees, 
while those of other sorts of manufactured products come to 2 7 
million lb lalued at 13 5 lakhs of rupees The a%erage totol coastal 
imports amount to u 8 million lb \alued at 49 4 lakhs of rupees, 
of which unmanufactured tobacco a'ceounts for 6 o million lb 
^alued at 12 6 lakhs ot rupees cigarettes 0 6 million lb ^alued at 
27 9 lal hs of rupees and other sorts of tobacco products 1 7 million 
lb valued at 8 9 lalh*. of rupees 

Figures of annual average eoastil exoort and import trade m 
tobacco and tob-’cco products of the maritime Indian prmnces and 
ijQTnra aie given nr .<tppetrulc£‘i-Srf 

On an aveiage Bengal imports 3 8 million lb of Indian un 
manufactured tobacco chieflj from Bombaj and Burmo and to a 
small extent from Madras valued at 5 3 lakhs of rupees Coastal 
imports of cigarettes into Bengal on an average come to Ifao 000 Ib 
V alued at 7 b lakhs of rupees Bulk of these cigarettes are receiv ed 
from bind Madras and Burma Imports of other tobacco products 
come to 37o 000 lb valued at 2 4 lakhs of rupees and consist mainlr 
of bidk, cigars and cheroots from Madras, cheroots from Burma and 
small quantities of bidis and pipe tobacco from Bombay Coastal 
export trade of Bengal is much larger, consisting very largelv of 
unmanufactured tobacco, the average annual exports of which come 



quantities are also exported to Earaelu, Kathiawar ports Portuguese 
territory and TraTancore About 269 000 lb of cigarettes valued at 
over 12 lakhs of rupees are exported about half of which are sent 
to Karachi A little over a third is exported to Sladras while the 
remainder is shipped mostly to Kathiawar ports Exports of other 
tobacco products consisting almost entirely of btdxs, come to about 
1 5 million lb valued at 5 5 lakhs of rupees Over four fifths of 
these exports are sent to Madras the remainder being shipped to 
Kathiawar and Portuguese ports Travaneore and Bengal 

The coastal export and import trade in tobacco and tobacco 
products la Sind is smaller than that of Bombaj Karachi imports 
on an average about 1 1 million lb of unmanufactured tobacco 
valued at 1 9 lakhs of rupees About 90 per cent of these imports 
are received from Burma Bengal and Madras in almost equal 
shares The remaining portion is received from Bombay and 
Kathiawar ports Imports of cigarettes on an average come to 
138 OQO lb valued at a little over 10 laUlis of rupees received almost 
entirely from Bomhav Imports of other tobacco products con 
Slating almost wholly of cigars cheroots and btdis come to 90 000 lb 
valued at 1 0 lakhs of rupees Bidis are received almost entirely 
from Bombav while cigars and cheroots are obtamed from Madras 
aud Burma Smd has also got v sin-ill coastal export trade On an 
average about 79 000 Ib of unmanufactured tobacco worth Rs 13 000 
IS exported very largely to Katbiaw r ports and Bombay Exports 
of cigarettes come to about 10000 lb valued at Rs 46 000 about half 
of which are seat to Bombay while the remainder is shipped almost 
entirely to Calcutta 

Orissa has the smallest coastal trade which consist almost entirely 
of imports of unmanufactured tobvcco which on an average come 
to about 16o 000 lb valued at Rs 14 000 

Burma has got the largest coastal import and export trade in 
tobacco and tobacco products as compared with anv of the five man 
lime Indian provinees On an average Burma imports about 12 
million lb of unmanufactured tobacco valued at 21 7 lakhs of rupees 
Almost 90 per cent of these imports are received from Bengal and 
the rest from Sladras Imports of cigarettes on an average come 
to 1 8 million Ib valued at dd 6 lakhs of rupees About three 
i&ffis of these cigarettes are received.' from TfadVas and fde remamd'er 
from Bengal Imports of other tobacco products consisting mainly 
of cigars hidis and prepared hoohah and chewing tobaccos come 
to about 270 000 lb valued at 2 1 lakhs of rupees Cigara are 
wholly received from Madras while all the bidis and prepared 
Jtoo^oh and chewing tobaccos re obtained from Bengal The 
coastal export trade of Burma is sanll‘'r On an average about 2 3 
million lb of unmanufactured tobacco valued at 2 lakhs of rupees 
are exported almost wholly to Bengal Small quantities are also 
sent to Madras and Smd Exports of cigarettes on an average 
come to 18 000 Jb valued at Rs 63 000 About 80 per cent of the 
•iirarettes are sent to Madras and the remainder to Bengal Exports 
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of other tobacco products the ball of tihich consists of cheroots come 
to 214 000 lb ^alue(l at 1 o lalhs of rupees on an. a^e^age About 
halt of these exports are sent to Bei^al while the balance is shared 
by Madras Bombaj and Sind 

The rates of fre ght on tobacco transported by coastal steamers 
vary from time to time m accordance with supplj and demand The 
existing freight rates on unmanufactured tobacco from Calcutta and 
Chittagong to Rangoon range between 8 to 9 annas per maund 
Certain steamship companies gi\e a rebate of 15 per cent on these 
rates From Bombaj to Cochin and Traiancore ports the present 
freight rates come to Rs 9 2 0 per shipping ton of 20 cwts less 
10 per cent rebate The freight charged for shipping unmanu 
faetured tobacco from Madras to Calcutta (for bales) and Rangoon 
(tor bales and cases) is Rs 11 and Rs 32 8 0 respectn elj , per ship 
ping ton of 20 cwts or oO «.ubic teet When tobacco bundles are 
shipped from JIadras to Rangoon the freight charges are Rs 2 10 0 
per 168 lb Speeiallj reduced freight rate appears to be gnen by 
a shipping companj on tobacco shipped from Coconada to Calcutta 
which comes to onlj Rs o per ton ot i0 cubic feet The freight from 
Coconada to Rangoon is Rs 4 per bundle of 168 lb 

(i) Foreign trade — This has already been discussed m Chapter 
I Exports of unmanufactured tobacco are the most important 
accounting for nearly 97 per cent in cjuantity and 9o per cent in 
value of the total annual exports of tobacco and tobacco products 
to foreign countries 0\er three (ittlis of the exports of unmanu 
faetured tobacco occur through the ports of Madras Boml ay comes 
for about one fifth while exports from Bengal and Burma come to 
about 11 and 8 per cent respectn eJj of the total exports of unmanu 
faetured tobacco 

Tobacco for export is shipped bj one of the regular steamer 
sen ices As compared with the evpoits of some of the other agri 
cultural products Iil e cotton jute and oilseeds the exports of 
tobacco aie small and as such in no case tobacco is shipped m full 
cargoes bj cliarteriug a wl ole steamer It is ahvays shipped m 
small lots Inown as parcels 

Ordinanh rates of freight aar\ from month to mouth m 
accordance with the supply of and demand for space in a easels 
'Cbjs, 'A, ’ja.’.tjiuiJa.ilv sa 's, a. t.'Wft, marJ. et. fnx freights 

At Calcutta and Madras howeaer the freight rates are determined 
periodicallj ba a conference of the shipping lines A rebate of 10 
per cent is granted under certain conditions to shippers jfroiided 
thej ship all their consignments b> the conference steamers Tne 
rebate is generally gii en only on exports to the United Ringdom 
ports 

The rates of freight on unmanufactured tobacco are charged on 
the basis jf \olume Almost all the tobacco shipped from Bombay 
is expoited to Aden The existing freight rates from Bombaj to 
Aden are Rs 1-4 0 per cavt for unmanufactured tobacco packed m 
gunnj bags and Rs 12 8 0 per 10 cubic feet when packed m bales 
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rTirTTvT'frej^t rates tave been 

From June 1937 to date (June 1938) tbe g 

as beloTv ■ — 


Pet 50 cubic feet 


Potw 


Bales 


London 

LiTetpool 

Manchester 

Glasgow 

Belfast 

Southampton 

Bristol 

Avonmonth 


Casla 


0 ^0 0 


0 63 6 
0 67 6 
0 60 0 


0 58 6 

0 60 0 


0 55 0 


' ^ from time to tune Tbe 

The freights from r/'ii s 0 to Bs 14 per ton of 

existing rates to Japan shipping companies and m 

50 cubic feet, varj mg with dinereni 



accordance with the port of destination while those to London come 
to about 52 shillings lor the same quantity From Madras to Japan, 
the present height charges come to about Es 17 8 0 per ton of 50 
cuDie te^ ^sports from Calcutta port are small and freights to the 
United Kingdom porta range from 45 to 49 shillings for tobacco jn 
nS.n shillings for tobacco m hogsheads per oO 

freight to Japan from Calcutta on unmanufactured 
tobacco comes to about Es 20 per 50 cubic feet 

quantity of Jaffna tobacco imported from Ceylon into 
snwfat by sea in small sailing vessels (schooners) These 

from weather take about 3 days 

^ stopping in Travancore for 3 to 4 

and timber to Ceylon The 
capacity of a moderately sized schooner is about 67 tons The cost 
T?f of tobacco from Jaffna to Qmlon amounts to about Es 15 
to rta. XI per ton 
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" [Handling and transportation 

INTEEl-GHAPTER EIGHT 

Excepting the powdered bidi and liooKah tobaccos 
■which, to some extent are handled in bulk on farms, all 
types of tobacco aie handled in containers such as gunny 
bags, bales, boxes and hogdieads On account of the 
large sanations m quality, even m the same type, and 
the fact that the quality of the leaf detenoiates by 
exposure and frequent handling, the possibilities of 
bulk handling of tobacco are remote 

One outstanding feature of the trade seems to be 
the frequent sorting and re-sorting of the unmamifac 
tured tobacco at almost every stage It seems that the 
necessity for this constant handling to suit the lequire 
znents of different merchants and manufacturers could 
he minimised by the adoption of standards in regard to 
quahty, moisture contents and packing 

Most of the traffic m tobacco moves by rad, the 
annual average traffic in unmanufactured tobacco b\ 
rail (and river) being over 32 lakhs of maunds The 
railwav fi eight forms a high pioportion of the total 
costs of distribution, particularly in the ca'^e of cheaper 
types of unmanufactured tobacco like hooKah and 
chewing The rates of freight are not in proportion to 
the value of tobacco or tobacco products transported 
Thus, while a maund of immanufactured tobacco, which 
impy iv? Traviih isssr Hs i!?y is d:f ^2 

pie per maund per mile, a maund of cigarettes valued 
at E'J 140 or eien more is chained only at 83 pie per 
mile The rate for htdts is the same as for cigarettes 
though the value of the former may be only about Ks 50 
per maund, or ju'st a httle over one-third the value of 
the latter 

Transport by road is of importance onlv in areas 
like Nipam where good metalled (^pakKa) roads exist 
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In the Nipani area, merchants often prefer to trans 
port their tobacco packages bv road in motor lorries to 
Belgaum, Bijapur, Bharwar and other places in the 
south of the Bombay Presidency The expense of trans 
poiting a hag of tobacco from Nipani to Bijapur by 
motor loiry comes to about 8 annas as against 12 to 14 
annas when the transport is done by rail Even after 
pacing a little extra, merchants piefer transport by 
motor lorry because of the quicker transport over short 
distances the convenience of leeeivmg goods at the go 
down of the sender and dehienng them at the consignee's 
place, elimination of carting, handling and other charges 
to and from the railway station and the saving of for 
malities that have to be gone through at the railway 
station in booking goods 

The competition from rivers, canals and backwaters 
IS confined almost entirely to Assam, Bengal, Bihar, 
Madras, Travancore and Burma Transport by water 
IS cheapei than by rail Foi example the steamer 
freight charge by river from Calcutta to Patna comes 
to about Re 0 11 9 pei maund as against about Re 1 1 0 
per maund by rail The railway freight from Guntur 
to Coconada comes to about Ke 1 14 0 per bale of 250 lb , 
while the canal transport from Chibrole to Coconada 
costs only 6 annas per bale, in addition to which 2 annas 
have to be paid on account of cart hire from Guntur to 
Chibrole In Travancore, the cost of transport by back 
waters comes to about 4 pie per maund per mile as 
against 62 pie per maund per mile charged bv railways 
on unmanufactured tobacco on the basis of class rates 

There is considerable inter provincial coastal 
trade, the average total coastal export trade being about 
21 3 million lb valued at 1 28 5 lakhs of rupees 
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CHAPTEB IX— WHOLESALE DISTEIBUTION OP 
UNBlANTJFACTtTRED TOBACCO 

The movement of the produce from the grower to the whole- 
saler or manufacturer or the first buyer has already been described 
xn Chapter V on Assembling , after which the nest stage in the 
passing of unmanufactured tobacco from the producer to the con 
sumer^is distribution Almost all the agencies engaged m the 
assembling of tobacco also function in its distribution 

A — Ageucies and methods 

The distribution of unmauafaetured tobacco is done by one or 
more of the following agencies (1) Growers professional ourers 
Tillage merchants and moneylenders (2) Commission agents and 
wholesalers (3) 3Ianufaclurers (4) Co-operatne societies and (5) 
Exporters 

(1) Growers, pboeessionai, cubebs, viuage merchavts aijd 
MOVETLCNDEES 

As has already been explained earlier the bulk of the crop is 
sold m villages by the growers, professional carers village mercheats 
ind moneylenders to the wholesale merchants manufseturera aud 
exporters In all the tobacco producing areas, houever, a tew 
growers sell small quantities direct to consumers of their own and 
neighbourin<» ullages Sales of this type are not however, popular 
With many growers tor the reason that besides the demand being 
uncertam and irregular tbei are often forced to sell the produce to 
friends and other acquaintances on credit Occasionally tbt 
growers also sell their produce to retailers at the local fairs and 
hats and there ate a few cases where the produce is carried by the 
growers over tairly long distances for the purpose of sale direct to 
consumers small retailers and manufacturers Thus for example 
m Bibar it is a common practice with a number of growers to sell a 
small quantity of leaf every time the local fair or hat is held ana it 
is estimated that about 85 000 maunds of tobacco is disposed of bj 
the Bihar growers in this manner In Bombav Gujerat a lev 
growers from the Sanand taluka carry their tobacco from village to 
Milage m their own carts for sale in parts of Kathiawar ana 
Cambay From these people annual requirements of tobacco are 
purchased b^ small retailers and manufacturers in Kathiawar and 
Cambav through the local dalals who take the responsibility of pay 
ment of monei to the growers on getting a commission of an anna 
per maund The cartmen proceed on their wax distributing 
tobacco and collect mono on ttieir return journey The total 
quantiti of tobacco thus distributed is, however, small bein'’ es*^! 
mated at about 2 000 mannds e\erv year In the Charoiar area 
also there are a few cases of growers who book their supplies 
augmented purchase from neighbours by rail to Bardoli taluka 
of Surat district and sell them m the viUages of that tract by hinn» 
cut carts to visit several villages for sellmg Similar direct sales to 
consumers and retailers of small quantities of unmanufactured 
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tobacco are found to be prefalent in the J>ipam area, but it appears 
that the practice of selling to consumers in the annual fairs is more 
common in this area Thus at the annual fair of lerad in Satara 
district it IS estimated that oTer 3000 mannds of unmanufactured 
tobacco are sold bv the gto\rers to eonsumers srho ass^^nible at the 
fair It is estimated that m the whole of the Bombaj Presideuej 
aDout 10 per cent of the annual production is distributed bj the 
growers themselves to the small retailers small manufacturers and 
consumers In other provinces where tobacco is grown on a 
smaller eale the distribution of the surplus is v erj- largely done by 
ibe gTcscera bv seliins direct to retailers or eonsumers Thus,^ in. the 
Central Ptovinees and Berar where 90 per cent of the production is 
retained bj the growers themselves for domestic use the surplus 
is almost invariably disposed of by selling to small retailers and 
consumers in the local village bazzars 

The professional curers who buy green leaf from the growers, 
almost inianablv sell their cured le^ to wholesalers manufacturers 
and erporters usually m villages The Milage merchants and 
moneylenders also part with their produce m a einular maonci but 
more often in markets 

(2) COlIillS'^lOS AGENTS vsn WnOLZSALEBS 
The commibsion agents and wholesalers who make their pur 
chases mostlv m villages through or from the village dalal iania or 
monevlender fona probablj the most important link m the obam 
of distribution of unmanufactured tobacco These agencies assemble 
and distribute almost four fifths of the total annual production 
apart from the purchase* made directly from villages by big manu 
lacturers Bulk of the requirements of the raw material as 
deoianded b\ manufacturers are supplied by the eoman sion agents 
and wholesale merchants It ls these agencies who act as stockists 
and supply unnianufa'*tarcd tobacco throughout the year 

^lost of the leading comnussioa agents and Wholesalers who 
operate in big consuming centres and leading distributing markets 
maintain their own organisation in the producing area which i» 
kept constantly informed of the market conditions This is parti 
cularly «o m the ease of bull cigarette cigar and cheroot tobaccos 
In the case nf other commission agents and wholesalers they I eep 
their clients regularlv informed about supply and price conditions 
in the market 

(3) Vaxitfacturers 

Almost all the leading manufacturers of cigarettes and htdii 
make their purchases direct in the villages of production with or 
without the help of the local dalals m the producing arcc^s The 
Tobacco Alanufacturers (India) Ltd and the Cigarette 'Manu 
fac’-urers (India) Ltd make their purchases through the Indian 
Leaf Tobacco Development Co Ltd which buvs cigarette leaf direct 
from tbe growers and profess onal curers either bv makmg contract 
with the growers and curers to which a reference has already been 
made earlier or in the open market m villages A few of the other 
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cigarette factories also make purchases through their own purchasing 
organisation which operate la the cigarette tobacco prodneing areas 
Some of the cigarette factories also send their buj-mg representatives 
to the producing area during the marketing season for making 
purchases Similar are the practices adopted by at least half a 
do 2 en leading iidi manufacturers m the Central Provinces and 
Calcutta Alm ost; all these leading btdi manufacturers are Gujerahs 
from the Charotar area They have extensive purchasing orgamsa 
tion m the producing areas, bidi tobacco processmg factones and 
big workshops for manufacturing bidts either in Gujerat or m the 
Central Provinces or in Calcutta The other bidi manufacturers 
make their purchases through commission agents and wholesalers 
operating m the producing areas 

The cigar and cheroot manufacturers generally do not have 
their oira pnrcbasing organisation Occasionally however, they 
appomt representatives who go m the producing area and make 
purchases on their behalf during the marketing season Bulk of 
the cigar and cheroot manufacturers, however, make purchases on 
the basis of samples supplied by their respective commission agents 
oud wholesalers in the producing areas The manufacturers of 
kooitoh, chewing and snuS tobaccos make purchases mostly through 
or from commission agents and wholesalers 

(4) Co-opntiTivE Sochtos 

As has already been explained in the chapter on “ Assembl 
mg the quantity of unmanufactured tobacco distributed through 
or by CO operative societies is almost negligible 

1 5) Expobtibs. 

As discussed in the chapter on “ Supply ” over 96 per cent of 
the average annual exports nf tobacco and tobacco pjoduots consist 
of unmanufactured tobacco Over four fifths of the average f^nttnal 
exports of numanufactured tobacco occur through the ports of 
Madras and Bombay Presidencies and as such all the leadmg 
exporters operate in these two areas The prmcipal destmations 
where unmanufactured tobacco is exported are United Kingdom 
Aden and Dependencies and Japan which together account for 
over three fourths of the annual average exports 

(a) Exports to the Vnited Kingdom — Almost the whole of 
the unmanufactured tobacco exported to the Umted Kingdom is 
from the Giintwr area of the Madras Presidency All the exporters 
Including the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Companv who 
operate m this area make their purchases direct from the growers 
and enrers So far as the Indian Leaf Tobacco Development Com 
panv are concerned distribution of tobacco is a simple matter, a-> 
tbev supplv the raw material onlv to their own manufacturers m 
India and England ilost of the other exporters ship their tobacco 
packages to their agents in England on consignment basis Some 
of the«e agents are often mere shipping ^ents and not dealers in 
1.110 KB 
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tobacco As such they are not well comersant uith the warlet 
requirements but usuallj are more eager for the settlement oi m 
bills Other agents are profes^onal brokers and leaf merenatits 

Immediately on arris al in. England each tobacco package is 
sampled by the dock antborities the weight of the sample taken 
being 4 lb All tobacco packages are held in bonded wareiiou^s 
until sold by the leaf merchants or brokers The buyer, ® 

manufacturer then becomes responsible to His llajesty s Ouslom 
for the appropriate duty On payment of this duty by the mana 
faeturer a permit is granted by His Majesty's Customs wtthou 
uhich no tobacco is allowed to be stored m the manufacturers 
premises The terms and conditions under which tobacco packages 
can be taken away from the bonded warehouses are laid down b' 
His llajestj s Customs ilanufacturers who buy tobacco are 
responsible for its transport from the warehouse to the factory 

Charges at the bonded warehouse vary slightly at the diffeient 
pons and comprise of those for receiving tobacco, sampling 
storage for 12 months from the date of import Such charges are 
defrayed by the Indian exporter except m the case of an order from 
a manufacturer on a c i / basis 

The usual late ot commission charged by the leaf brokei when 
selling tobacco on consignment basis ls j per cent calculated on the 
gross invoice value Advances may be made against shipments 
the security being shipping documents obtained at the time of export 
from India 

It mav be stated tliat the tobacco leaf exported to the United 
lungdora on consignment basis is invanabh purchased by inauu 
tacturert, outbide the torabine of the Inipenal Tobacco Companv 
^of Greit Britain md Ireland) Limited Theie manufacturers 
usiialh do not import direct but look, to leaf brol ers and merchants 
m England for their snpphes of the various grades and types irres 
pective of the origin By tins means thev see from sample.^ sub- 
nutted from bond what they aie going to get They are not called 
on to make advances and are not bothered with any deputes and 
irbitritions 

As mentioned above the chaige-, for storing tobacco package's 
m the bonded warehouses apjiear to be the same for one day as for one 
year There is therefore a possibility of a leaf broker jn the Lnited 
Kingdom of raising a loan against tlie stocks lying in the bonded 
warehouses though no definite evidence is forthcoming on the 
point Some of the Indian exporters from Guntur idnut that 
thev receive from their agents in England advances up to about 
7i per cent of the value of their exports at B per cent interest but 
allege that the English agents m their turn raise money against 
tlie tobacco stoci s at a lower rates of interest They further com 
plain that in the absence of any control over sales of tobacco m the 
English markets as all sales are done by private treaty they have 
to depend entirely on what their London agents write to them and 
that they have no other source to know whether their consignments 
have already been sold or are still lying in the bonded warehouses 
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It IS however a fact that apart from the correspondence they have 
with their English agents, the Gnntnr exporters have no tvay of 
knowing the ruling prices of Indian tobaccos m the London and 
Liverpool markets and in eonseqoence they have to accept what 
ever the agents offer them It may, however, he stated that the 
exporters from Guntur 'end with ea^ consignment their minimum 
valuation lieport to their agents m England and that the English 
agents never sell the goods without their consent if the prices offered 
are lower than those specified in the valuation report There appears 
to be however a common feeling m the mind of the Indian exporters 
that situated as he is in the best position to know the trend of prices, 
the English agent might sell when the prices are at their maximum 
and might give something less to the Gtmtnr exporters The price 
quotations tor Indian tobaccos in the English markets are never 
published nor do the agents in England supply the Guntur ex 
porters counterfoils of the receipts passed bv thenf to bnyers (i e , 
manufacturers or their agents) in the Lnited hjngdom In conse 
qnence the Indian exporters feel that thev have to accept whatever 
they receiv e from their agents in the absence of any other sources to 
verify the prices actuallv realised for their consignments 

On the other hand there seems to be a feeling among the leaf 
brokers in England that the average Indian shipper is quite unable 
to determine what price he is prepared to accept for each shipment 
sent over for sale on consignment basis and point out cases where 
the original asl mg price was reduced bv as much as 3d per lb to 
the apparent satisfaction of the dipper It is obvious that sucli 
practices must leave ?n imtavourable nupre&sion on the mind of the 
buver but at the same time the Indian shipper cannot be blamed for 
lowering or raising the prices in accordance with the market eondi 
tions about which he seems to be almost wboUr ignotont so far as 
the sale of Indian tobacco in the lnited Kingdom market is con 
cerned 

Almost the onlv cause ot this trouble eems to be the absence of 
vnv market intelligence with regard to prices of Indian tobaccos. 
Apart from the efforts that are bemc made since 1937 bj the hen 
tral ‘Marketing Staff there are no standardised grades for Indian 
tobacco exported to the I nited Kingdom The grades adopted by 
the Indian exporters not onlv van from one shipper to another but 
aKo from month to month with the same shipper Under the con 
ditions it IS impracticable if not impossible to secure and publish 
information on prices of Indian tobaccos m the United Kingdom 
inari et In an' ca'e the remedv to get out of the difficulties 
experienced bv the Indian shippers lies in their own hands and that 
IS that even shipper should export his levf onlv on the basis of 
standard grades to which a reference has already been given earlier 
If large quantities of Indian leaf graded according to standards 
are offered for sale m the United Kingdom markets, it should be 
quite an easy matter to get and publish price quotations for Indian 
tobaccos in tlie same wav as is being done with regard to American, 
Canadian Rhodesnn and Nvasaland tofcnc»os 

(b) Exports to Japan — For shipments to Tapan no broKers 
intervene but the trade is extremely nncertain at least so far as 
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indHjclual exporters are concerned Orders for purchase of tobacco 
from Japan are received onlj after the national budget for tobacco 
IS passed m that country by about the end of September every year 
so that the exports can be made only after September The Country 
(Aatu) cigarette tobacco exported trom India to Japan becomes 
leady for the marl et in April and May so that the exporters from 
Guntur have to purchase leaf from the growers during these months 
m the hope of getting orders from Japan in September and October 
These orders may or may not be repeated from year to year to the 
same Indian exporter who therefore considers his business vvith 
Japan as a matter of chance On account of this cause exporters 
from Guntur sometimes have large unsold surplus stock which they 
very often export to the United Kingdom as heavy dark tobacco 
This type of tobacco 1,12 Country {Natu) has an extremely limited 
market in England with the result that the stocks of Indian tobaccos 
unnecessarily accumulate in the English markets 

(c) Exports to Aden and Dependencies — These exports consist 
entirely of hxds and smoking tobaccos from the Bombay Presidency 
Almost all the tobacco exported is from the Charotar area of Bombay 
Gujerat and Baroda State Small quantities of pendts (leaf bundles) 
from the Nipani area are also exported It is understood that there 
are over three dozen Qxtjrati merchants in Aden who are engaged m 
tobacco business and who arrange for the import of tobacco to Aden 
on consignment basis Further distribution of this tobacco to Arabia 
and other adjoining parts is arranged by these merchants In the 
majority of eases these Gujrah merchants have their otcn organisa 
♦ions for purchasing tobacco in the Charotar area 

B — Pinance of wholesale distribution 

There is practically no difference between the method of finance 
of assembling and of wholesale distribution Banks and shroffs do 
not play any significant part in financing the distribution of tobacco 
Some of the smaller cigarette factories occasionally raise loans from 
joint stock banks against factory buddings and machinery which are 
usually insured Most of the manufacturers however arrange their 
own finance Commission agents wholesale merchants and exporters 
operate almost entirely with their own money Occasionally hey 
rai«e loans from banl s and shroffs against property gold and jewellery 
but almost never against tobacco stocks In the case of wholesale 
merchants a large part of their tobacco is offered to their clients on 
credit the period of which may range from 30 to 60 days or more m 
accordance with their mutual business relations Bulk of the manu 
facturers of hookah and chewing tobaccos and hidis do not como for 
ward to buy tobacco from wholesalers unless they are given sufficiently 
clastic credit facilities 

As has already been noted earlier some of the Guntur exporters 
get advances from their agents in England against their tobacco con 
signments at about 6 per cent interest Exporters who do business 
with Japan and Aden do not appear to get any advance though it is 
understood that some of the Guirah merchants doing business m 
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Aden supplj capital to tbeir agents m Bombaj for making purchases 
m the Charotar area 

Bulk of the unmanufactured tobacco obtained from the United 
States of America and the United Kingdom fc> imported on behalf of 
the Imperial Tobacco Co of India, Limited The large trade in chevr- 
in^ tobacco imported mto Trarancore from Jaffna m Cejlon is mam 
tamed almost entirelj through a srstem of finance which connects 
the t'rower on the one hand and a distributor m Traraneore on the 
other The tobacco grower m Jaffna is understood to be mvariably 
financed bi the local merchant or ehetty (moneylender) Often, the 
tobacco IS first pledged by the eultirator to the local niercliant who 
m turn pledges it to the cheity who charges 16 to 24 per cent interest 
on the money advanced The chetty stocks the tobacco m his godown 
and often makes it a condition that it should be shipped to TraNan 
core only in vessels chartered bj him Soon after the consignment of 
tobacco IS received and sold m Travancore, the commission agent 
from Travancore makes an advance payment to the chetty np to the 
extent of To to 90 p'-r cent of the sale price This advance mav 
amount to as much as Rs 50000 m the case of an average commis 
Sion agent To meet this demand he is often forced to borrow from 
the local hanks which tisnally advance loans on personal secuntj 
charging mterest at 12 per cent per annam At the end of 42 to 18 
months when the commission agent has realised all the 'ale proceeds 
of the tobacco the balance due to the chctty is paid after deducting 
commiision godown charges and other etpen'es incidental to sehmg 

0 — Costs of distribution — ^the price spread from consumer to 
producer 

(1) UsArasrpaomam tobicco 

The p*meipal items of distribution costa are the assembii ig 
charges and expenses oier sorting grading handling in'*! mg -nd 
Innsport Tlics? charges varr m different areas and in acco’-dance 
with the extent of the distance of transport and the chanuels through 
which the produce pas«es to the consumer When the producei-s “^ell 
direct to manufacturers as m the case of cigarette, cigar cheroot md 
bidi tobaccos the costs of distribution are small and consist entirelv 
of the market charges customarr in ibe locality handling and carting 
charges from the place of pureha'C to the buver’s godowns and otner 
espen'e-' incurred bv the raannfaeturer incidental to getting the im 
manufactured tobacco reads for manufacture In the case of o*ner 
manufacturers who bur from ubolcsalers and stockists the distribu 
lion costs include handling storage and other charges incurred by 
the htter In such eases the proportion of the consumer’s price that 
goes to the grower is naturallv smaller than when the grower sells lus 
produce direct to the raannfaefurer When the unmanufaetureQ 
tobieoo IS exported abroad the grower’s share of the consumer’s price 
us 'till 'miller 

The following fignires show the average distribution costs m the 
cs'e of flue cured Virginia leaf (stripped) exported from Guntur to 
the United Kingdom as worked out from data secured from a num 
ber of merchonts and growers 
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?TO« .pr.ai of fiu^cred r^rgmu, leaf (elnpped) exported fern 
Guntur to the Untied Kingdom 

(Per bale of 250 lb ) 



Amount re&ljsed by grower 
Market chargeapaid by grower 
Carting expensea 
Brokerage m Guntur 

Grading expenses 
Stripping expenses 
Loss m weight by stripping 
^aje “etr'*^* ‘■y moisture break 
Pressing charges 
Package and packing 
Transport to port (Coconada) 

Forwarding agent a charges 
Insurance 
Steamer freight 
CabJe charges 

Landing rent interest and other 
contingent charges at destination 

Brokerage in United Kingdom 
Tare 

Merchant s (Exporter s) margin 
Price realised in United Kingdom 

the BromrTor hM Iff “ “Port'll hj a Gpntar exporter, 
grower for hr, leaf, op an average gets 42 3 per cent of the price 
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realised m the l/Qited Kingdom markets for the stripped leaf while 
the exporter makes a margin of 16 per cent which include ins oa er 
head expenses estimated at about Rs o per bale of 2o0 Ib The 
balance tiz, 417 per cent represents loss m moisture stripping, 
charges on grading packing transport insurance landing expenses 
rent brokerage etc When the grower himself exports he gets for 
his stripped leaf as his net return only about 40 per cent of the price 
realised in England the balance representing expenses on items 
specified above Tobacco intended for export to England requires 
special skill and equipment m preparation redrving grading and 
packing and small growers ean ill afford to ha^e such facilities 
Exports made bi growers themselves therefore compare unfavour 
abh in quahtv with those made by professional and expert expor eis 
and hence the tobacco leat exported by growers generallv fetches a 
lower price m the English market 

On the country tobacco exported to the Onited Kingdom 

and Japan the grower s share of tbe eonsmnei s price is smaller a-^ 
can be ^een from the following fi^'ures 

Pi icf spread of country cxpoited by merchants from Gtiniui 

to the Vmied Kinprfom and Japan 
(Per bale of 2o0 lb ) 



Export to 

■ L L. 

Export to Japan 


1 

Amount 

Percent 

Amount 

1 

Per cent 


B& a r 


Es A r 


Amount (ea{is«d bv grover 

i 0 

31 4 

IS 14 8 

3- 8 

MarVet charges pa d bj gro<r«r 

1 o 0 

1 6 

0 13 4 

2 0 

Carting espensea 

0 4 0 

0 5 

0 4 0 

0 n 

Brobtrs^ in Guntur 

0 8 0 

0 6 

0 8 0 

1 0 

Grading espenses 

2 8 0 

3 0 

2 0 0 

4 0 

Stfippmgexpense* for remoral of 1 

2 0 0 

' » 4 

3 0 0 


ftalksandsl-ema I 





Losa in weight by retnorsl of it«ni | 

2 I** 0 

3 3 

2 0 0 

4 0 

and Etalka 





Losaintreightbymoisturf etc ' 

2 12 0 

3 3 

2 0 0 

4 0 

Pressing charges ' 

0 4 0 

0 3 

0 4 0 

0 5 

Package and packing charges 

0 12 0 

0 8 

1 0 12 0 

1 5 

Transport to port (Coconada) by 
eanal 

0 10 0 

0 7 

. 

0 10 0 

1 1 2 

1 
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— 

1 Export to L K 

Export to Japan, 

1 

Amount 

Per cent 

Amonnt 

Percent. 

Forwarding a^oat s charges 

Imzrance 

‘'learner fre ^ht 

Cable char-res 

Landin'T ren intere t and o her 
contingent hai—e at de tinat on 
Brokerage at de-tma on 

Exponer s margin 

Pti -e realised at d tmai on 

P.S a p 

0 6 0 

0 8 0 

6 4 0 

0 3 0 

10 3 0 

4 0 

' 0 y 

0 4 

0 6 

0 ’ 

4 9 

-6 4 

P.S a p 

3 0 0 

U 3 0 

16 9 0 

6 0 

0 4 

33 1 

S3 6 0 

100 0 

oO 0 0 

1X1 0 


'h.r“Sa 33 lp^°m "v" *•■= S'”™' 

price realLed in Janac Th* the exporter from lie 

estimated at about R« o per b^rwh^ch exporter are 

make <5 « o per Dale which he meets from the margm he 


merchant from Petlad (Bapod^Tlo Aden "5- “ 
Price apreod cf b,d, tobacco exported /rc,» Pctlad {Baxoda) to 


(Per Standard maiiad) 

Amomjt realised bv the grower 
llariet charge, paid hj the grower 
Slarfcet charges pa d by the buyer 
Package and packing expenses 
Poad tran,-port to Petlad Pailway station 
RailwaT freight to Bombar 

transporting to and anangnig m the ware 


Rs a p Percent. 

• II 0 oO 4 

15 0 10 I 

0 3 1 Is 
0 6 8 3 2 

0 10 0 5 

14 0 9 7 

0 ^ - 1 <* 


Tightening the ropes of the bales, etc 
tParehonse rent insizraiioe etc 
Transport from the warehouse to the port 
Port trnrt charges m Bombay 
Steamer freight to Aden 
Marme insurance charges 

Ui'cellaneons charges incidental to handlmg and tranroort to 
merchant , warehoose at Aden. 


0 14 
0 1 5 
0-0 
0 4 9 
0 Is 3 
0 10 
0 4 0 


0 6 

0 7 

1 0 
■’ 3 
7 4 

0 5 

1 9 


Total 


1** lo 1 100 0 






T PRICE SPREADS OF UNMANUFACTURED TOBACCO 
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B svoh* 

MHnsMOS »<133 Hirnooddf 
(adOdNM*s)l 

I eiBnisv riNvw iiaMrsMOS^ 
ynesT vrnw dssnaoddi 


a MviiTA otM^mvinswsi 
aaoivsHM HjsndOddl 

R tidOdNMTS diwnixesi 
sndsTjivtnH dsanaoddl 

B tv nsivs BaiirLisunwTHi 
tl3WnSN93 MVdMMsriOOIjdl 
Wdod naannndnisnnxTMi 
HI " t anoBTHs aasnaodd) 
^asoe iNvusean aawnsdosi 
• • vixrMNiOBasngoMl 

■I nsMOs HAeaMusaasnsaadt 

n aaOdv^aariAStfjnMvM aaN-j 
^ nsNos anANne-aasngoBdt 


The tobacco was purchaaed on behalf of a Gujraft merchant 
from Aden and the price at which the Aden merchant sold the tobacco 
IS not known But taking into consideration the expenses incnncd 
bj the merchant incidental to storage, etc , before sale, it is understood 
that on an ai erage the grower hardly gets more than 50 per cent oj 
the price realised for his tobacco at Aden 

So far as the internal distribution of immanufactured tobacco 
IS concerned, the spread of price between the consumer and producei 
m different areas is summarised m Appendix LXVT and illustrated 
in the diagram facing this page The mam factors that detemune 
the proportion of the consumer’s price that goes to the producers are 
the market ralue of the type of tobacco, the distance over which the 
produce is transported and the number of times the commodity 
changes hands before it reaches the consumer or manufacturer Thus, 
while on country (j\ atu) cigarette tobacco sold to a Snhkur manufac- 
turer, the Guntur producer gets almost 75 per cent of the consumer’s 
price, be gets hardly 37 per cent of Ibe price paid bj a Lahore manu 
faeturer on the clieap scraps and rejections of cigarette tobacco 
TTith the same tvpe and qaaliti of tobacco, the largest single variable 
factor m the distribution costs is the railwaj freight, which depends 
not only on the distance over which the commodity travels but also on 
the specially reduced freight rate that may exist between any two 
points in the case of Bangalore, howe^e^, the octroi and terminal 
charges account for almost 40 per cent of the price paid by a con 
sumer of chewing tobacco as against a little over 26 per cent obtained 
by the producer («ee Appendix LXTI) Similar is the ease in a few 
other towns lihe Bombar where the rates of terminal and octroi charges 
(discussed in the next chapter) are high In Bombay Rs 30 are 
charged for maued ot tobacco that enters the town of Bomoay 
Thus, while the Charotar grower e«ts only Rs 10 to Rs 13 for a maued 
of his bidi tobacco, Rs 30 have to he paid as town duty immediately 
the samp raaund of tobacco enters Bombay City 

It ma' be ‘•een from the figures of a few typical ca«;es given in 
Appendix LSTS I that the producer’s share of the consumer’s price 
ranges from 26 5 to 84 3 per cent leaving the case of Burma out of 
consideration It is, boweier, assumed m all these cases that the 
producer sells direct to consumers The quantity of tobacco sold oy 
producers in regular markets is estimated at not more than 10 per 
pctd nf the Ss>txO jUrnduryum jj' JAdis .vr .ba,s jaLso hpAU medp 
earlier (see Chapter V — As«emblmg) that about four fifths of the 
crop is disposed of in villages In Milage sales, the village merchants 
and local warehousemen intervene and m such cases the share of the 
conmmer’s price received bv the producer would he lower than that 
shown in the representatise instances iri\en in Appendix LXVT 
After making an allowance for this factor it raav be ^ery roughly 
reckoned that on an average the grower’s share of the price paid bj 
the consumer cannot be much more than about 60 per cent 

The one ca'ie given for Burma m the Appendix LXVT shows that 
the producer's share of the consumer's price is 85 per cent Tbis^ 
however, takes no account of the complicated financial arrangements 
entered into by most of the tobacco growers in Burma with the lo at 
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oueUendere brokers merchants and manufacturers (see Chapter 
V Assembling) Taking into account the heavy rates of mterest 
c arge or the advances taken by the grower and the restriction o* 
to freedom m the matter of the disposal of the crop as a condition 
ot the loan the share ot the consumers price that goes to the 
eO^pTr c^ent^^'*'^” producer is also roughlj estimated at not more than 


(2) Tobacco Products 

explained in the next chapter excepting in the case uE 
^ and one or two cigar manufacturers the manu 

laeture ot tobacco products is not a standardised occupation foi 
costings ire usualh kept nor one about uhicli m 
**= g*'eu at all frcelj The complicated nature of manii 
wnnW r,>Fi Cigarettes discussed m the next chapter 

hicrhu estimate of manufacturing and distributing cos»s 

m^this spi therefore advisable to restrict discussion 

ehewinrSff^ ' to such tobacco products like hidis hoolah and 
much smule. a^ri process of manufacture ib 

mates eai be ' ®ccurite and representative es^i 

tact! lers ^ ^ information secured from mann 

"i' maDUtasturms and 
Del^^ * lUOUO oiais of medium size manufactured dl 


2fan facCurir — 

(1) Sate maleriili— 

(n) Tobacco 5 seen made up of— 

^ "'3™ “m' ''°r “ K* 4 P'r m.nd ot Jo 

Of W loK ® */*” give «pprosim*l«ly 2i seers 
of 6i(f. tobacco after powder ng and sieving and 
removing earth and dirt) Cost Ro 0 4 3 
2J seers of Gujerat tobacco at Rs 30 per mannd of 45 

tvi^ruo n o -T^®-P * ® Powdering and sieving 

cost Re 007 Total costof tobacco 
(6) Olh«rraw7nnt(r\ale 

I'o^o ^ 

Thread Re 0 5 0 

Paper and packing Re 0 3 0 

Total coat of other raw matenal 

(2) h»6o<«'-cAa»VMat7annasperl0006ida(iiie«!work) „ 

(3) ^anufacluTtr eolhtreosUandtnargtn 

(4) SfHinj price at Ba 1 4 0 per I 000 btdu 
Stlatltr — 

(5) SelaUer e mangn 

(6) Stiatler * price at *1 pica per 2i bidia charged to consu 


Total cost Per cent 


01 I 

2S 2 
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Similar enquiries indicate the following as the manufacturing 
and distributing costs in important areas 

Average manufacturing and distributing costs of hidts 
(Per 1 000 htdis ) 

(Figures in brackets represent percentages ) 


1 

1 

Central 

Pro 

Bombaj' 

L P 

1 

Delhi 

1 

'Vizani 8 
Do 

nunions 

j 

Rs * p 

Re a r 

Ps a P 1 

1 

Es 4 P 

R« A P 

Cost of tobacco 

0 6 1 
{I 5) t 

0 4 0^ 
(16 0) 

0 4 0, 
( ‘’0 0) 1 

0 4 3 I 
(14 1 

0 *' 7 
(13 0) 

Cost of wrapper 

0 0 9 1 
(3 8) ' 

0 3 0 
(I'D) 

0 0 
(10 0) 

0 I - 1 
(0 3) ' 

0 0 10 
i (14 

Labour char^ etc 

1 

0 0 

1 (3o 0) 

0 8 0 
<3 0) 

0 0 
(3a 0) 

0 ■ 0 
{’3 3) 

^ Co 8) 

racUng and other handling 
charges 

, 0 on' 
1 (4 7) 

0 0 6 
(*» 0) 

,010 

1 (5 0) 

i 0 0 8 
r V 

0 0 8 
(3 SJ 

Ifanolacturet a other costs 
and mar;gin 

0 4 ID 

1 {‘•i 0) 

0 4 6 
(18 0) 

I 

0 1 D 
(5 0) 

,086 
(28 3) 

0 4 9 
(23 7) 

Ket&det 8 other costa and 
margin 

1 0 4 0 

1 <**0 0) 

0 5 0 
(20 0) 

0 5 0 
(‘>5 0) 

0 8 0 
(26 7) 

0 4 0 
(‘*0 0) 

CoHiuioer s price 

1 

I i 0 
(100 0) 

I 

1 9 0 
( (100 0) 

1 

1 4 0 

j (100 0) 

1 14 0 
(100 0) 

14 0 

(100 0) 


Thus It IS seen from the abo%e statement and the diagram 
facing page 310 that the manufacturer makes a margin of 5 to 2B 3 
per cent of the consumer s pnee while the retailer gets from 20 to 
26 7 I er cent The cost of tobacco ranges from 12 5 to 20 per cent 
of wrapper leaf from 3 8 to 14 2 per cent of labour 23 3 to 3o 
percent while the cost of thread la^lliag packing etc lanes from 
2 to o per cent of the eonsamer s price The cost of labour forms 
the biggest single item 

(b) Hoolah tobacco — Enquiries made m Delhi show the follow 
ing as the aserage costs of manufacturing and distributing superior 
and inferior qualities of hookah tobacco (See diagram facing page 
310) 
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DetaHs of ma lufacinnng and distnbuhng costs of superior qualitrf 
hookah tobacco manufactured tn Delhi. 

Details Total cost Perceat. 

Ba A T. 

llanvjacturer — 

(1) PawrmUruiU — 


Tobacco— 

1 Enaund <41 aeers) FarraUt&bad tobacco at Ps 10 

ptr aaund Cost Rs 10 0 0 

2 seers of KampiIU tobacco at Ra 15 per maond of 4$ 

seers Cost Pc 0 10 8 

la seers ofBombay tobacco <l;istatRa Opemausdof 
4i seers Cost Ps 2 0 0 

Powdcruig and sieving at 6 annaa per maund (4u 
seers j Cost P«e 0 8 3 

Total cost of tobacco 13 2 11 

Other raw m/iteruiU — 

Molasses niaunds at Bs 112 0 per maond Earth* 

P^ 00 7 

Total cost of other raw matenaU 2 10 7 

(2) Labour eharjtt at 8 annas per naoDd of 4o Beers (piece 

work) 16 0 

(St ^anjficfarvmoiicrcofiaaruimargtn 7H € 

(i) SelUng pnea of 134t seers of hookah tobacco at Bs 

7 8 0 per maund 25 2 0 


31 5 

8 3 

3 2 
ISO 


Ptta\ltT~ 

(6) PeUiler s margin ja 12 0 40 0 


(6) Retailer s price at o annas per aecr 


4l 14 0 100 0 


DetavU of manu/atfiomy nna «IislriOKMn</ 
hookah tobacco manufactured 


Manufacturtr-— 

(1) PatBmattTiaU— 


costs of inferior quaMv 
tn Delhi 

Total cost Per seat 
Bt a s 


1 maund of 4i eccra of imported raw hooboh tobaccc) 
atPs 10 per maund CostRa 10 0 0 
iSseersofBelbigrowntobaccoat Ps 5 per maond 
of 45 seers CostRs 1 10 8 
lo seers ofSombay tobacco dostat Ps C per mannd 
of 4o seers Cost Ps 2 

Powdering and sieving at Re 060 per maund of4o 
seers CostPe 0 10 0 

Total cost of tobacco 14 4 6 

Other rate materwU — 

75 seers of molasses at Ba 1 12 0 per maund Cost 
Ps 346 
EarthjFe 0 1 3 

Total cost of other raw materials 3 5 0 

(2) Labour chargee at 6 annas per maund of 45 aoers 

(piece work) 17 4 

(3) ilanujactirer eother eoete anSmargin 4 15 3 


43 5 


10 2 

4 4 

15 2 


(4) SelliTig price o{ 115^ seers at Ba SSOpermauOd 24 1 0 

• The total quantity of tobacco nsed cornea to 82 aeets To ibis \a usaaltj added 
about 20 pet cent of earth Thua about 12 aeera of earth is added Thia costa about 
2 annas per maund for labour . 

•f Tho tolal quantity of hookah tobacco comes to 134 seers made up of 62 seers ol 
tol aeco 12 seers of earth and 60 seers of molasses 

t Earth etpial to about one third of the weight of tobacco is added 
( Consiatir’g 7o scersof tobacco 75 sseraofmoiasses and 2o seers of earth 
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Deiails of manufacitirtng and dtsiribuitng costs of %nf error quality 
hookah toiacco mantifactured tn Delhi — eontd 

BeUds Total cost Per cent 

Ks a p 

JZetaJIer — 

(5) ReUtiler ^ margxn 8 12 0 26 7 

(6) i?eta»l<r#jv>e«at3aEZiaaporaeer 32 13 0 100 0 

Tile average mantifactiirmg and distributing costs in the 
important hookah smoking areas are given m the following state 
meut — 

Average manufacturing and disiributtng costs of hookah tobacco 
(Per zaaond of manufactured hookah tobacco ) 

(Figures m brackets represent percentages ) 


— 

Ponjsh 

Delhi. 

O P 

B 


Es A r ' 

Bs A r 

Rs A r 

Bs A r 

CostoftobMco 

2 to 7 
(53 2) 

3 9 8 
(36 0) 

3 4 2 
(37 6) 

S 12 0 
(37 6) 

Other nw ruteiuh aad ingrs- 
(bents 

0 )1 3 
(14 1> 

0 12 6 
(7 8) 

2 5 5 
(26 9> 

1 12 0 
(17 6) 

Lftbonr charges, etc 

0 3 1 
(3 8) 

0 e 0 
(3 8) 

0 2 7 
(1 8) 

10 0 
(10 0) 

Hdnofactaier s other coete 
ssd n\s2giii 

1 1 7 I 

1 15 6 
(19 7) 

1 3 2 
(13 8> 

18 0 
(IS 0) 

Betailet s other costs &ad 
msigrxi. 

f (2S9) 

3 4 4 
(32 7) 

1 11 10 
(20 0) 

2 0 0 
(20 0) 

Consumer b pnce j 

5 0 0 1 
(100 0) 1 

10 0 0 
(100 0) 

8 11 2 
(100 0) 

10 0 0 
(100 0) 


The cost of tobacco thus ranges from 36 to 53 2 per cent of the 
consumer's pnce while that of other raw materials like molasses etc , 
vanes from 7 8 to 26 9 per cent Laboar charges form the smallest 
item of cost accounting from 1 8 to 10 per cent of the consume" 's 
pnce while margm made bv the mannfactorer vanes between 13 & 
to 19 7 per cent In the Punjab, the manufacturer who bimsplf docs 
the retailing makes a margin of 28 9 per cent of the consumer's 
pnce The margin made ^ the retailer in Delhi, the United Pro- 
vinces and Bengal is higher than that obtamed by the manufactnrer 
and ranges from 20 to 32 7 per cent 
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a^eri™ -The figures given below indicate ite 

tobacco n.anufacS”?n“e Unis? p‘“”.n“f 


Cost of tobacco 

Coat of other raw matcnala and ingredienu 
Labour charges etc 
Packing and handling charges 
Manufacturer s other costa and margin 
ReUUer a other costa and margin 


Per mannd 
ofmannfac Per «nt 
cured chewing 
tobacco 

Rs a r 

18 0 0 33 0 

2 10 0 5 3 

1 8 0 3 3 

2 4 0 4 5 

13 2 0 28 2 

12 8 0 25 0 


Consumer • 




Per seer of Per cent 


Cost of tobacco 

Cost of other raw materials and Iiboor 
Mannfactnrer s other costs and margin 
Retailer s other costs and margin 


snnff 

PS A ? 

0 8 5 


43 1 
27 9 


Consumer 




2 8 0 lOO 0 
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[Wholesale distribution of unmanufactured tobacco 
INTER CHAPTER NINE 

It IS difficult to male a geueial statement applic 
able to tiie whole countrv about the proportion of the 
consumer’s price obtained by the producer of the 
different types of tobacco About four fifths of the 
tobacco crop is sold bi the producers in their own 
villages to merchants, manufacture! a and warehouse- 
men In such sales the distribution costs consist 
entirely of tbe inaiket chaiges customary m the 
locality and the producer gets 99 per cent of the buyer’s 
price in the North Bihar area, 94 to 96 5 per cent m 
the North Bengal and Guntui areas and 85 5 per cent 
m the Chaiotar aiea IVlieu sold in markets in the 
producing area«, the producer gets 89 5 per 
cent of the bu'ei’s price m the Nipnm aiea and 94 5 
to 96 5 per cent in the North Bihai and Guntur aieas 
The bulk of the«e «alea. are, however, made to merchautb 
and warehousemen who form a fairlv long chain between 
tbe producers and consumer® or manufacturer® and tlie 
®haie of the cousumei’s price received b\ the prodiicei 
becomes much lower Aftei making allowance for tins 
factoi and transport and other charges it mai be 
loughh e''tiniated that on the average the pioducei’s 
®haic of the price paid foi iiumanufachired tobacco bv 
the oon®iunei or manufactuier is not much moie than 
60 1 tci ( ent or 10 annas in the rupee 

On an aveiage of the pnee® reah®ed foi Viiginia 
flue (uicd tobacco (stiipped) in the Enited Kingdom 
market® the glower fnun Guntui gets about 42 3 per 
cent fo his leaf while the exporter’s margin amounts 
to 16 per cent Tlie balance iiz 417 pei cent, lepie- 
®ents lo®® m moi®turc ®trippmg, charges on grading, 
packing ti.aiupoit, m®\nance, lauding charge®, rent, 
hiokerage, marketing diarges etc 'WTien the grower 
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himself expoi ta he ?ets foi liis stripped leaf as his net 
letiuu oulr 40 per cent of the pnee reali'^ed in England, 
the halanee lepicacntung expenses on items specified 
abu\c Tobacco intended foi export lequiies special 
';Lill and equipment in pieparation, redrying, grading 
and packing Small gioweis can ill afford such 
facilities- and wouid be well advissed to desist fioni ex 
portmg then tobacco direct for sale on consignment 
b'l'as at all^ price it will fetch On the country (Natu) 
tobacco exported to the U K , the grower gets 31 1 per 
cent as his share of the price realised m England, while 
the expoitmg meiehant’s margin amounts to 26 4 per 
cent The growei’s '«bare of the puce realised m 
Japan for counti’y (\atn) tobacco is about 37 8 per 
cent as agimst the expoi tei’s margin of 33 1 per cent 
The Indian grower gets hardlv 50 per cent of the price 
reah^ed in Aden for Ins tobacco 

One important reason for the high distiibutiou 
eo'-ts is the fiequent «ortmg and resortmg of the un 
mamifachired tobacco almost at every stage to smt the 
lequiiements of different meichants and manufacturerb 
It should be po-s^ible to economise in this respect hr 
adopting staudaids in legard to quahtv, moisture con 
tent'4 and paaclung The marketing expen'^es are high 
particulailr in the Charotar aud Nipani areas and some 
action Is urgently requued for their regulation 

Comnii=‘5ion agents and whole'^alers form the mo«t 
miportaut link in the cham of duitrihution, and a'^semble 
and distiibute about four fifths of the total annual pro 
duction Purchases are al'^o made directly from 
villages bv agents of the big manufacturers and of 
of the leading exporters who operate at Guntur and 
Bombay 

There is a feeling m the mind of some particularh 
of the smaller exporters that they do not get correct 
prices for their leaf fronr their agents in the United 
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Kingdom This arises from the fact that they have no 
source mth which they can compare the prices obtained 
from their agents Ih the absence of 'standard grade'^, 
theie IS no market intelligence with regaid to Indian 
tobaccos m Umted Kingdom markets, which would make 
it possible to compare prices If large quantities of 
Indian leaf graded accoidmg to standards are offered 
foi 'lale in the Tnited Kingdom and other markets, it 
«ilionld be possible to ^ecuie and publish price quotations 
for Inih in giafied tobacco^ in such a wav that esporteia 
could evoitive better judgment a«5 to the proper tune and 
place to d]<5})o«e of then consignments 


LUCAS 
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CHAPTER X —MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

Apart from tlie cigarette factories and one or two manufacturers 
of cigars III e the Spencers manufacture of tobacco is essentiallj 
a local mdustri It is not a standardised occupation for which 
tactorj costing-, are nsudla 1 ept nor one about nhicli information 
IS gnen at all treeh to an enquira Even m the case of cigarette 
and cigar factories the onlv dependable information available u 
t lat collected under the Indim Factories Vet and this consists 
ot names and location of fictories peisins cmploved accidents 
ee (. igarette and eigir fa ries in general are not very willmf 
0 part with anj information almost on anv aspect of the industry 
an nunufaefuicrs ot otUi tol icco products also are not quite 
willing to {art with infirmatnn )f their trade Any information 
piven here theretota mist be read with these remarks in mind 


A Manufacture of tobacco products 

(1) ClOAJlETTES 

lor —P"nnj the teir 1 )3j the latest yeal 

h.£ie“ ;^h:rs?Lt« ‘S„rrut a 

£uTe‘rindw ° “k'’"' ot ngarette manu 

laetuie m India it maj be stated that m 192d there were onh H 

S wTthCTe f “'"’'S' »'>«M 5 000 persons dailj nhile 

in lJ-9 there were 9 factories emploving on an average about 7200 

24 i’da.l/'labco" “e o'f 1 tS”'’"' 

Mannf . Manufacturers (India) Limited and the Cigarette 
faftorr (India) Limited who own three factories and one 

ontn^yr respectively and are responsible for three fourths of the 
]nrF 55 h India The factories are located at Banga 

lore baharanpur Monghyr and Calcutta 

nvopo Tobacco Company of India Ltd acts as a selling 

ganisation for handling the products of the companies referred 
to above and including imported goods probably landles somewhere 
like 75 per cent of the total trade of cigarette in India 

The Indian factories are located m Bombay Sukkui 
Jullui^ur Lahore Allahabad Calcutta Hyderabad (Deccan) 
important Indian factories are tho=-e 
at Calcutta Bombay Snkkur and Hyderabad (Deccan), at 



least so far as the Tolume of production is concerned There are 
fwo small factories catering for local demand at Gwalior and 
Bezwada A manufacturing concern from England is contemplat 
mg to organise a big cigarette faetoiy at Bombay 

Between 22 to 23 million lb of tobacco leaf is annnaliy used bi 
all the cigarette factories Of this quantity about 15 per cent is 
foreign leaf imported almost entirelv from the United States and 
the United Kingdom The annual production of cigarettes m India 
IS estimated at about 7 oOO million cigarettes lalued at nearly sis 
crores of rupees Almost three fourths of the production consist of 
cheaper brands of cigarettes The production of medium quality 
cigarettes estimated at about 20 per cent while that of the high 
grade cigarettes at about 5 per cent of the total annual produc 
tion 

(M Vnn«/ocfwie — The manufacture of cigarettes is an 
esticmeh elaborate and complex affair On arrival at the factor' 

• the tobacco leaf is lemi ed from its container* and then further 
graded and blended Each brand is made up of definite proper 
tions ot different grades or t'pes of tobacco m order to produce a 
product of definite qualiti and to oiaintaiu a specified standard of 
quality The several grades or tvpes are earefidv brought together 
or blended m proper proportions on the floor of the mmng room 
Selection and bleudmg of leaf is one of the most important opera 
tions in the manufacture of cigarettes and the blender is often the 
most important person m all cigarette factories 

A few manufacturers sprav the tobacco leaf with “ flavour 
mgs ’ which are made from very secret recipes particularly m the 
case of cheaper brands of cigarettes Various concoctions of 
gl'cerme, glucose, molasses aud essential oils are used In order to 
mamtam the moisture in tobacco and to improve the flavour many 
manufacturers use glvcerine and di eth'lene glycol It mav be stated 
that m the United Kingdom the use of gl'cerme and di ethylene 
givcol IS considered illegal in the manufacture of tobacco products 
though the u«e of essential oils for the purpose of flavouring of any 
tobacco products and oliVe oil and sweetening matter in the case of 
smoking tobaccos is permissible The addition of solid matters is 
prohibited for home consumption but permissible m goods mannfac 
tured for export 

After the leaf is selectetl the tobacco is taken to the steaming or 
re conditioning room where it is passed through a senes of chambers 
permeated with moisture which render* the leaf soft and pliable and 
fit for handling Afterwards the midrib of the leaf is removed if 
tills has not already been done before the leaf reaches the factorj 
The stripped or stemmed leaf is then built into heaps and allowed 
to ca'e ’ or mature which is considered to sweeten and mellow tlie 
tobacco \t this point the leaf is considered ready for manufacture 
and taken to the ciittiii" room where it i* cut into fine shreds br 
the cutting machines The cut tobacco is then passed through a 
mailiine coiisistine of large revolving cvlitidcrs which are 1 e ted 
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Tins has the effect of loosening the cut tobacco and making it ligW 
and fluffj Afterwards it is paired into reiohing drums through 
which cold air circuHted and oser a series of sieves "^htre 
particles of dust or stem are extracted The cut tobacco is then 
taken to the storage room where it cools and matures for about two 
dajb after which it is considered reads for manufacture into 
cigarettes 

The eigaretti. maf in" machine is a fast running machine and 
great care is neecs'-ary to eusnre that all the cigarettes that are put 
through are well filled and that the cigarette paper is propeds 
printed as the printing is done by the same machine which males 
the cigarettes The inal mg of cigarettes is a skilled work and an 
operator Im to recei\e a considerable amount of training before be 
IS able to make sati^faetoiw cigarettes as there arc several points that 
have to he watched 

The cut tobacco is fed into lat^je hoppers at the back of th« 
cigarette machine From here it is drawn oaer a wide sbwte 
fast ie\ohuig rolleri, At tlie bottom of tie shuts m a narrow 
trough runs the cigarette paper m an endless stream Beforf 
reaching the trough the paper is printed a printing 
attached to the machine with the name of the brand on each cigarette 
length In the case of cork tipped cigarettes the paper passs 
through a corl tipping apparatus where the tip» are securelj fastened 
to the paper m the required position The tobacco from the shut? 
falls o\er the swiftb moMiig cigarette paper one edge of which i* 
ineclnnicallj pasted and then quid ly folded oier the tobacco The 
pasted lap of the paper is then automaticailj sealed The cigarette 
luis made is endless and a fast rexolvuig circular knife cuts it W 
required lengths The cigarettes are then examined and their weight 
tested 

Atterwards the cigarettes are put into travs and allowed to 
condition for a specific time m a special room Thej are then 
pad elm cartons of tens or in vacuum tins of 50 cigarettes 
of the bigger cigarette factories possess packing machines whicb 
pad cigarettes iii cartons at the same time placing the tm * 01 ' 
around the cigarettes The cartons then go to another machine which 
w raps tl em in glascine or moisture proof and transparent pap®^ 
which also enables the consumer to be sure that the cigarettes have not 
in am wav been tampered with after they left tie inamifaeturer 

(2) Cigars 

(a) Extent and location — ^The cigar differs from the cherod 
onh in shape being truncated at both ends As has alreadv been 
indicated earlier in the first two chapters the trade and hence the 
volume of manufacture of cigars is continuously on the declin® 
About half a million lb of tobacco is used m the manufacture 01 
cigars anmialh and tl e number of cigars manufactured at present 
IS estimated at about *10 millions valued at about 15 lakhs of rupees 
per annum Cigars are manufactured almost entirely m the Madrs> 



[Facing page 322. 
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A Jui making woisshop witb th“ r-orke * tiuj makuig bdi The 
shop also retails 6 J s and other tobacca p’Dia^ts as well as matches 
betel nuts etc 



An assortment of Bmmese strong cheroots. 
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Presidency where there are aboat a do 26 n and a half, large factones- 
Tnehmopoly is an important centre of production and has about a 
dozen factories The well known Spencer’s cigars are manufae- 
tnred at Dmdigul, while in JIadtas city there is another factory 
where superior cigars, chiefly meant for export, are manufactured 
Goconada has two factories, but their output is smalL The largest 
cigar factorj m the country is that of the Spencer's at Dmdigul 
employmg on an average a little over 250 persons per day Other 
factories eniploi from 50 to 100 bands each per day, bnt work is 
stopped or reduced during the winter months Besides the larger 
cigar manufacturing factories, some of the cheroot factories also 
manufacture cigars on a small scale 

(b) Manufadurt — As compared with the manufacture of 
cigarettes, the making of cigars as well as cheroots is much simpler 
and can be done without anr elaborate machinery and all by hand- 
After the tobacco bundles are received in the factory, they are 
sbghtly moistened by spraying water on them to facilitate handhng 
Without breakage The leaf is then sorted out into filler, wrapper 
and binder, which constitute the three parts of a cigar, as well as of 
a cheroot The filler tobacco forms the central core of the cigar 
while the binder binds the filler and holds it mto shape The 
wrapper leaf is wrapped on the outside of the cigar and indicates 
the quality of the cigar, so far as the external appearance is con* 
cemed 

The filler leaf is then again moistened and stripped by taking 
oS the midrib The larger manufacturers do not recommend 
flavouring of tobacco, but some of the smaller factories use essential 
oils for flat curing The stripped lea\es are then dried and kept m 
store for use Thev are then further sorted into longer leaves usefal 
for wrappers and smaller ones for fillers The fillers are used mainly 
of Trichmopoly origin and occasionally also from Guntur The 
wrapper leaf which is usually imported from abroad, should be thin, 
soft, pliable and entirelv de\oid of bitter taste The filler leaves 
are then rolled mto small cylinders o'er which the bmders are tied 
The rough cigars thus rolled are afterwards kept m ,a press for 
some time until well set Superior wrapper which is kept ready 
m a rolled form is then applied on m moist condition o\er the rough 
cigar, starting at the lighting end and finishmg at the other end by 
fastening the edges of tlie wrapper with a paste After this, they 
are packed m thin wooden cases to contain 25, 50 or 100 cigars A 
few roanufactnrers stifle the cigars for some time by keeping them 
at a temperature of 150** to 160** jn a steam chamber before packing 
to keep them free from insect attack 

(3) CimtooTS 

(at £jtcnt and loccfion — ^The manufacture of cheroots is con 
fined almost eiitirelj to the ^ladras Presidency and Burma 

The average annual output of cheroots m India is estimated at 
to 92 miflion !bs or about IS 500 million cheroots, valued at over 
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Cheroot making la practised as a cottage industry 
Ni7nTr, c n ^ Presidency, parts of Mysore and 

opnt-rt^ Tnchmopoly is the largest manufacturing 

nthpr hn-,y ^oriur a suburb of Tnchmopoly, practically every 
ei»ar ^ centre for manufacturing cheroots and even 


womeS cheroot rolling is essentially a small local industry 

aSr ^^Sree of skill being found m 

Tn i.!°Tr tobacco producing villages 

wompr> n, always done and the business managed by 

usinf. aVir.i./o^” about a thousand million strong cheroots 

Burma Th of tobacco are annually manufactured m 

little of mild or torch cheroots is 

tobaoe7!Q cheroots for which about 58 million lb of 

Burma IS pstim f cheroots manufactured m 

isurma is estimated at 8 7 crores ot rupees 

similar method of manufacturing cheroots i* 
eiiwoots alsn “«'•"§ I" the case of 

hut for wrani pr Ion e parts viz filler binder and wrapper 

imported leaf i>. 'll f pliable texture is preferred No 

imported leaf is generally used in the manufacture ot cheroots 

«oloure<iYe?veTi;e''™cLrlH‘'7'‘ '“Be thm ami <!arl 

jeattcred on the floor and ZeT" V,?rapt^ S'ia ‘to Sfm 
the ^heroS ,TrnllP^'''f rolling on to the cut filler leaf After 
transnnrt ,, end Packing and 

transport is done almost immediately after drying Although 

improve in smoking quality on storage 
^IW fp"f this only dLng transit The 

Pt-p,! a * trom Guntur m addition to local supplies froi i 
^rode Arvankurehi Mettupalayam Bhawani Thammanpatti and 
1 uigui which have all reputation for their cheroot tobacco 
ooacco irom these places is often mixed and blended to give a desired 
flavour to the filler leaf 


(ii) Buyma — The Burmese cheroots are of two kinds the strong 
cheroot or hse byin letk made entirely of tobacco which is smoked 
by Europeans and by certain lower Burma town dwellers and the 
mild cheroot with its wrapper of matze hpet or thanat lipet filled 
with mixture of chopped tobacco stalks and leaf which is the general 
smoke of the Burmese people (see plate facing page 323) When 
the wrapper used is the sheath of tie maize cob it is called hse haw 
leik and when tlie wrapper is the prepared leaf of thanat hin (cordia 
spp ) thanat hpet leik or shanhpetletk Gie latter name having 
reference to the Shan States whence the hpet or wrapper is obtained 
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Between the hse hau. lexk and the sfton hpet leih, there is no difference 
m flavour, but the shan-hpet or thanat hpet covering, by reason of 
its more finished appearance and more even bum is preferred by 
the townsmen whilst the rural population content themselves with 
the lesb showy and more firy wrapper made from the sheath of 
maize-cob In certain areas use as a wrapper is made of the sheath 
which envelopes the leaf base of the 'Aun bin {ai eca nut palm tree) 
The mild cheroot in this case is called aAitit hpet lexk 

In the strong cheroots only c hse or shade cnred tobacco such 
as IS produced in the Kama and Shwegyin areas i* used The 
cheroot like the cigar is made up of three components the wrapper 
(ia-bet or a-sbaxj) the binder (latiabei or o-to7i) and the filler 
(o-sa) Of these the wrapper is selected on account of its appear 
anee and elasticity and the fiUer for the flavour which it imparts 
In theory at any rate thev should be represented bv entirely different 
types of tobacco In actual practice one variet% is generally made 
to serve all the three purposes with possibly a small admixture of 
other varieties to the filler to give a desired fla\ our 

The rolling of strong cheroots is seldom earned on by a single 
worker alone the usual practice being for a skilled worker to be 
assisted oiu? moderateh skilled and bv an apprentice The 
apprentice seldom does anv rolbng her work being the prelimmirv 
occupations of casmg and stripping shaping the wrappers and 
drving winnowing and sieimg the filler In this she mav from time 
to time be assi ted bv the roller of medium skill The most si filed 
worker de\otes her time to rolling onlv The output of a eombina 
tion of three persons thus emploved is therefore represented by the 
rolling of the two and oq a dailr average works out at about 600 
large sized 800 of medium sized and 1 000 small cheroots 

The work of rolling is generally given on contract the usual 
rate being 4 annas per hundred for the lai^e sized cheroots 3 annas 
for the medium and Re 0 2 6 for the small 

In the course of rolbng it has become enstomarv with some 
manufacturers to sprav the filler tobacco overnight with flavour 
ings made up from very zenlouslv guarded recipes m which brands 
tan ye (fermented liquor from the palmyra palm) vamlla essences 
sweetened water etc are commonlv included Despite these fla^ our 
’‘■mrs ’iiowcAer verv definite preferences exist fur the tdoaceiK uf 
different areas The Lanla tobacco from Shwegvm for example 
Is more liighlv esteemed for cheroot making than the Havana tvpe 
grown in Tliavetm\o district 

In the manufacture of mild cheroots the chopped tobacco stalks 
are first treated with a solution of salt jaggerv and tamarind pulp 
and then dried in the snn aftei wind the mixtni e i roaste 1 in 
large open pans to bring out the flaaour ^ hen thi is cooled dried 
tobacco leaf hrol en into small piece i mixed with it in the proper 
tion of three parts of choppetl stall s to one part of tobacco leaf 
Meanwhile a number of mouth piecc» made from tbe sheath of maize 
cob are rolled and these serae as filter^ A number of these mouth 
pieces together with a basket of the prepared filler mixture and a 
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heap of ^wrapper lea\es are taken by each roller, eaeh of whom 
performs all the operations in connection 'with rolling The •wrapper 
leaf IS shaped and laid flat on a table A mouth piece and a core 
of filler mixture are arranged on it and with a deft movement of 
fingers and thumb the wrapper is rolled round these and tied with a 
piece of cotton, thread Into the Qrlmder so made more filler tobacco 
may be put in The pad ing is then formed with a thrust from the 
finger or a small stick and the top of the wrapper turned m 

Apprenticeship m this work is ser\ed in rolling the smallest 
shan hpet lexk (of about a pencil size) till the apprentice reaches 
the final sti^e when she can roll standard class of cheroots about 
8 to 9 inches long and 1 to inches in diameter The rates of 
wages for rolling mild cheroots range from to 3 annas per 100 
according to size A worker can roll from 200 to 400 cheroots per 
day 

(4) Bidts 

(a) Extent and locatton — The making of the btdi (the 
indigenous cigarette) is an industry widelt spread over the country 
It IS partly carried on m the home but mainly in the workshops 
m the bigger cities and towns Every type of building is used but 
small workshops preponderate • There is practically no 

area in India where iMfw are not manufactured to a smaller or 
greater extent Over 75 000 milhon bidis are aunvially manufac 
tured in India using about 70 million Jb of tobacco The total 
value of the manufacture is estimated at 7 5 crores of rupees Almost 
one fourth of the total number of htdis manufactured in the country 
IS made m the Central Provnnces Madras and Bombay together 
account for about 40 per ceut of the total their individual share 
being almost equal T1 ese three provinces together contribute nearly 
two thirds of the btdis manufactured in the country Other areas 
of impoitance where bidw are manufactured on a fairly large scale 
are the Mysore State and the Nizam s Dominions which together 
manufacture over H OOO million btdis annually jBidts are manu 
factured in appreciable quantities in many big towns of the XJfaited 
Provinces Bihar and Bengal Delhi is an important itdi manufac 
turing centre in the north where about 41 million hidis are annually 
manufactured 

lu the Madras Presidency Madras city w the most important 
bidi manufacturing centre where about ten to twelve thousan 

ijpxsnu.'-. ajie. iKqArtnd.fA he. enjgaijed m 6»d» making every day 

are a few manufacturers in the city employing from two to three 
thousand persons per dav North Arcot is another important centre 
for bidi making in the Presidency nitli about 7o workshops a few 
of whicli employ up to 3 000 persons per day half of whom are 
children There are several other towns manufacturing buiis and 
the total number ot persons employed m b dt making in the Presi 
dency is estimated at over aOOOO per dav though the trade generally 
does not provide work throughout the year 

» Eeport of th Eoy il Commsson on Labonr lo Ina a (1931) page 90 
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In the Bombav Presidenev practicajlv aU important towns are 

making centres Sinnar in the ^asik district is reported to 
be the most important centre for bid* manufacture where about 2 000 
persons work eiery day on bid* making Poona is the nest important 
centre and bidi manufacturers claim that the pioneers of the bidi 
making indnstrv in the Central Provmees got their first lessons in 
Poona 

Prom the point of mew of inter provincial trade the bidw manu 
factured in the Central Provinces are the most important Of the 
total number of bidis manufactured in this Province about 7o per 
cent valued at about 1 2 crores of rupees are exported to all parts 
of India, and even Burma That the Central Provinces shonld be 
an important bid* making area mav at first appear strange in view 
of the fact that the quantitv and quahtv of locallv grown tobacco 
IS of little consequence The development of bidi making in the 
promnces has been almost entireJv due to the abundant supply of 
bidi wrapper leaf (discussed later) and cheap labour for bidis are 
hand made Since it is found more economical to import bidi 
tobacco than to export bidi wrapper leaf which is bulky for trans 
port b»di making has deieloped mostly at those centres m the 
Central Provinces where wrapper leaf is most plentiful and cheap 
For example nearlv 60 per cent of the bidis made in the provinces 
are manufaetured in the Bhandara district where bid* wrapper leaf 
IS plentiful in the local forests PraeticalJv all tobacco used for 
bid* making is imported There ate about 89o bidt malang shops 
in the Central Provinces and Berar located m 347 villages and 
towns Of these S9o shops 16o are bigger shops employing on an 
aierage more than 50 workeis pel dav while the remaining 710 are 
smaller concerns which employ less than 50 workers per dav About 
three fifths of the total manufacture of bidis m the provinces are 
controlled br four leading bidi making finns from Jnbbolpore 
Gondia Nagpur and Kamptee The average dailv output of bidis 
m the provinces is estimated at about 5 crores The number of 
persons engaged m bid* making is little over 42 000 of which about 
31 OOO persons work in the Bhandara distnct alone 

(6) Van H/dcf lire of btdis — The principal ingredients in bufts 
are the biji tobacco Tmxtare and the wrapper leaf The most 
popular and wadela used fidi tobacco arc the vaneti&s grown m 
the Cliarotar and Niponi areas of the Bombas Presidencs The 
Cftarofar tobacco is known to the trade as Oujeraft while the tobacco 
from the Nipani area i called \ipani In order to cheapen the cos» 
of bill manufacture sometimes tol aceo from Bihar Inited Pro 
Mnees Nizams Dominions Mvsore and scraps and rejections from 
Gnntur tobacco are used to mix with the Gujerat and Nifiani tol accos 

Generallv there are three sizc> of birfu hi" medium an I "imaM 
according to their len"ths which are about 3 inches ‘’J inches and 2 
inche> respectively About four fifths of He bidis manufactured id 
the country however are of medium size Bi wei"ht the proporti n 
of wrapper leaf to tobacco lanes from 40 to 50 per cent 
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(i) TTropper leaf — ^The wrappers used for making iidw are the 
lea\es of trees Dwspyrus melanoxylon and Diospyrus Ebenum, 
known in different arens of the country as iemburm, iembun, 
tumuLv, tcndii, toopscl, {wnkv etc The Itees grow th.“ 

forests of Central India Central Proviaees and Nizam’s Dominions 
which form the mam source of supply of htdt wrapper leaf to the 
conntrj Leaves of apta tree (Bawhirtta racemosa) are also used 
to a small scale as wrapper but mostly in the Bombay Presidency 
The right to collect leaves from the forest trees is usually given hy 
auction to contractors and a few bidi manufacturers from the Central 
Provinces themselves take these contracts 

The most desirable qualitv characteristics of these wrapper 
leaves are that they should be of medium thickness pliable large 
sized and of colour ranging from greenish yellow to light copper 
red On an average a leaf yields 2 to 3 bidi -wrappers The pnee 
of the vvripper leaves in the Central Provinces is about Rs 4-8 0 
per thousand bundles of fair average iize weighing approximately 
3 maunds Thev are usually transported m large size gunny bags 
each containing ibout 300 to SoO bundles 'one bundle having about 
Ti to 100 leave>) and weighing about a loaund 

(ti) of 6idi5 — The mmufatture of bxdit (see plate fac 

mg page 322) is a very simple process The bundles of wrapper 
leaves are first soaked m water to soften the leaves which are then cut 
with a pill of scissois into rectangular shapes of leaf The average 
dimensions ot the cut pieces are about 3 2 inches in length on on® 
side about 3 inches length on the other side and breadths 1 8 inches 
and 1 0 inches on tl e tvro sid&> Some of the manufacturers 
particularly from the Central Provinces provide the workers with 
a piece of tin of the proper shape and size to enable the worl er to 
cut the leaf correctly The osual practice is for the worker to take 
the bundles of wrapper leaf to his house in the evening and cut the 
leaves into pieces at night after first soaking the bundles m water 
In this way he has a good supply in hand with which to begin his 
work the next day In the actual working of btdis, a quantity of 
tobacco mixture is taken in a scoop of iron or bamboo tray while the 
operator keeps a number of cut pieces of wrapper leaves close by 
The wrapper is held by him m his left hand and the tobacco mixture 
is placed on it and evenly spread along the length The wrapper i-j 
then rolled between the fingiires and palms of hand into conical shape 
and the top or the broad end is closed by bending it over the vvnpper 
with the fingers The other end is tied with a piece of white or 
coloured cotton thread 

In the case of norl ers who work in the Zndi making workshops 
(see plate facing page 322) it is the usual practice to give to 
each labourer about 10 bundles of wrapper leaves (sufficient to 
mal e about 1 000 Tifdis) to cam them to his house where they are 
cut to proper size at night On his arm a! at the workshop the next 
morning he is provided with a iron or bamboo tray to keep his 
•materval Before eomiueucmg the da\ s work he is given a supply 
of tobacco nurture m accordance wuth his skill and capacity iisuallv 
about 1 to 8 chliatalcs of tobacco (sufficient for about 1000 bidisl 



[Facing page 328, 



Some of the trade mark labels used by iuit manofactarers indicating the 
Very close resemblance of trade marks m regard to form, size, colour 
and other particnlais Each of the seven labels belongs to a difierent 
nianufacturer 
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mi or coloured thread depcndm- on the branita J 
It IS the usual practice rcith mann&otnrcrs to use ‘taead of 
colours to distinguish different brands After ‘b' ® « eacb 

over the ivorher ties the bidts with thread into bundles of 2o eac 
ivluch are then handed over to the manager or mspector of to 
workshop who erammes and counts them and issues a 
acknowledgment of good Itdis received for 
tor good 6.to After receiving to bid. bundles in 
they are arranged in trays wbicb are placed m “ '“T “T 

drying, after which each bundle is wrapped in t P P 
labelled In the Central Pronnces it is the usual practice to gi 
the work of wrapping and labelbng on a contract at about li to d 
pice per 1 000 bidia 20 small bundles arc again Packed mto 
bigger bundle which thus contains oOO hidis These bundles 
then ready for the marl et They are ton packed m gunnj ba„s 
or bamboo baskets or wooden cases for transport 

Manufacturers also adopt the practice of gmng a 
quantity of wrapper leaf bid* tobacco mixture and ^ 

for carrying th? same to their houses rn^Ungmis 
cases such workers are women who roal e htdts at eir o 

their spare time and carr\ btdis thus made ^ 
quantitj of wrapper leaf btdi Xohacw and thread to 

each worker is based on the requirements to ^ 

ment is made to the workers on receipt of good oiais 

(in) Cost of moUng bidis-The cost of making bidis consists 
of the cost of tobacco miiture wrapper leaf labour charges 
and packing The following figures show the average “ P'” 
duction per 1 000 hidis at some of to important bidi manufaeturmg 
centres m the Central Prosinees 

Cost of manufacture of bidts tn the Central Proumces 


'Name of Centre 


j Co«t of Cost of 

I tobacco 10 bund 

'6 Ics of 


ptee 
Good a 


0 3 0 0 0 <1 


0 3 0 0 0 9 

0 3 0 0 1 0 


Cost of 

labelling 

and 

packing 


Total 

Labour cost per 
charges 1 000 


0 6 0 7 0 


0 9 9 

006|046|OS9 

ooGlosotope 


It Will be ob erveil that the most important item o made 

The p^^ment to workers praeticiH' all ot^ tie c Ppritral 

on piece work basis »e per 1000 bidis The ra e ryhile in 

^’roMuces ranges from 4} to 8 innas per tliousam > 
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Madras it is about 8 annas per thousand The rate la Bombay 
ranges from 6 to 8 annas per thousand while in Sind and other areas 
the rate may be even up to 12 annas per thousand, particularly m 
the case of male workers The rate for workers who prefer to take 
the required material to their houses for making htdis is usually 
1 to 2 annas lower per thousand bidw as compared with the rate 
gi%en to worlters wlio work in the }ndt workshops 

(5) Hookah TOBACCO 

(a) Extent and location —The consumption and manufacture 
of hookah tobacco in the country are almost entirely confined to the 
northern provinces, namely, the N W P P , the Punjab, Delhi, 
United Provinces, Bihar, Bengal, and parts of Rajputana and 
Central India The annual production of hookah tobacco in the 
country is estimated at o%et 1,300 nwlUon lb valued at about 9-6 
crores ot rupees Almost two fifths of the production is confined to 
the United Provinces 

In the Punjab and Bihar hookah tobacco is made m practically 
all towns, and many of the villages In Bengal, it is estimated that 
about 85 per cent of the local manufacture of hookah tobacco is done 
by the consumers themselves or by small manufacturers in their 
homes on a ^e^y modest scale Delhi is an important manufacturing 
centre the annual a\erage production being estimated at about 36,000 
maunds 

The hookah tobacco manutactured m the United Provinces is 
famous all over the country Lucknow, Gorakhpur and Rampur are 
the beat known centres foi hookah tobacco m the provinces though 
It IS manufactured in almost all towns and several villages The 
annual output of manufactured hookah tobacco in the provinces is 
estimated at over 6 million maunds 

(h) hlanuiacUiTe — The manufactured hookah tobaccos may be 
generally dnided into two types, the Kama or strong and pungent 
and Mttha or sweet and mild 

In the manufacture of Karwa hookah tobacco, the cured tobacco 
plants if moist are first dried by spreading them in the sun on a 
clean floor When sufficiently brittle, they are pounded with the 
help of a big wooden mortar and pestle The powered mass is 
then passed through sieves to remove fine sand and earth Treacle 
which IS an essential ingredient in the preparation of hookah tobacco 
IS generally prepared by boilii^ molasses in iron pans so as to 
remoie part of the moisture contained in the molasses In the pre 
paration of ordinary Karua hookah tobacco, commonly used by 
poor people, a quantity of treacle ranging from one to one and a halt 
times the weight of tobacco dust is poured on the tobacco powder 
and well mixed first by wooden ladl^ and when cool by band and 
made into balls oi cakes of different sizes and shapes (see plate 
facing pa-^e 329 ) Sometimes powered spices like cloves, cardamom, 
cinnamon°and sandal wood are added at the time of mixing the 
tobacco dust with treacle to manufacture better quality Karwa hookah 
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.*aceo The -eade . « ^ 

COW .nd prevents rap.a drvtn. 

The ntethod of -”",Sld''2'd Sv^nd^S. r“ 
tobaccos, hoxvever, is rather for the market In 

siderable tune before the final p fruits like 

this case tobacco poirder is nlantLns and guavas and tl» 

her, figs, apples. wS are allo^ved to dry The 

whole mass is made into small kaU Quantity of treacle is 

dried halls are then agam powdere q 

added, kneading the mass the ground and 

thus treated is then put in big earth i nlaster The pre 

the mouth of the J^rs elo^ with ® Khameera is ready 

paration which is locally known as m the manufacture 

after a period of one to toe is not considered 

of better qualitj hoolah -tore at least for one 

sufficiently mature for u«e till it has ^ber quantitv of tobacco 

year To the Khamhxra thus obtain^ ^oto qu^mu 
■powder treated rvrth treacle. “dM.^f^j^^^^o^dered ap.oea 
to ensure a thorough mismg . cardamom ciimamon, 

and perfumes like roses. !,repa“d without the 

etc, are added Sometimes the of'frmts and treacle is 

tobacco powder In sueh cas^, a ,ars which are then 

arst boiled and then put m the , oenoa ranging 

closed np and aUowed to remain ^ Kco m fteu 

from one to sis months or even a year -p-fumesi 
added to the Kkambtra along with spices and perfumes 

. There is no deBnlte r''”^'to!:r?7ordma""Thig? dal 
spices and fruits used m the manufact . ^ ^ 

hochah and each manufacturer follows hi=. own taste an j 
ment , 

In order to increase the bull and *X“e ^nW.l nTlalons 
tnre, most of the hoolah ^ jo, addteration being fine 

adulterants the prmcipal material u cotton waste, dried 

sand, earth, quick bme reA, or ca/^onate of soda ^ 

and po-demd leaves of trees ^’’"dieSeThat there is no 

retTe"„re;itr?.:^rUon;n„^^^^^ 

consumer’s taste, he retains the same as his trade 
(6) Chewd-o tobacco 

(0) Eifenl aad onLSirooa 

tobacco leaf valued at a little over 3 c 1 quantitv is con- 

snroed in the conntrv Ahont 84 P" °Vs „? mannfaetnre 

sumed in raw condition t c , ^ P f the leaf is taken and 

In the consumption of this ^ _ inaia The other method 

chewed as is the practice all over •- 
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of chewing raw tobacco i9 to take a small bit of powdered chewing 
tobacco in the palm of the left hand add a small quantity of slaked 
hrne and rub it with right hand thumb, so that the tobacco is covered 
with a thin coating of lime The tobacco thus prepared is then put 
m the mouth and slowly chewed 


The annual average production of manufactured chewing 
tobacco is about 25 million lb valued at about a crore and five lakhs 
ef rupees The Uzuted Provinces and Delhi are the most important 
areas for the manufacture of chewing tobaccos and account for 
almost 90 per cent of the total quantity of chewing tobacco manu 
factured in the country In the United Provinces the manufacture 
IS earned out iii manj tomis but the important centres appear to be 
Lucknow and Benares Delhi city is also noted for its chewing 
tobacco 


(1») Manufacture— -Mitay kinds of chewing tobacco are manu 
factured but the more important types appear to be Zarda paste or 
Qiuam granules or Dancdar and pills 

In the preparation of Zarda the tobacco leaf is first broken into 
small pieces and ilien boiled m lime water along witli spices till the 
water is evaporated The particles of tobacco left behind are then 
dried and coloured with saffron or other vegetable dyes Sometime* 
the prepared Zarda is ratxed with finelj cut betelnut and other 
spices 


The method of manufacturing other higher types of chewing 
tobaccos however is as elaborate as that followed in the preparation 
of high class lioukak tobaccos Spices and scented waters are 
hberall} used in addition to well flavoured and thick tobacco leaves 
The stalks midribs and veins of the leaves are first removed and 
then the leaves are soaked and boiled id water to which scented 
waters like rose water may be added Spices like saffron 
cardamom ainsced and musk are also added in powdered form The 
whole mass is then stirred and allowed to digest The pulpy material 
is then allowed to dry after straining and removing the remnants of 
the stalks mid ribs and veins of tobacco leaves The product then 
assumes the consistency of a thick and rough paste which is known 
as Qiwam 


In the preparation of piUs the tobacco paste as prepared above 
IS further dried and the material made into stnall pills which are 
then further dried m the shade When it is not desired to mahe 
pills the matenal is fully dried and made into a Pff'®’ 

sometimes by adding a further amount of finely cut tobacco leaf 
The chewing tobacco thus prepared is usually blackish m colour but 
sometimes vegetable dyes are used to give it a reddish tinge The 
pills and the granules are sometimes coated with gold and silver 
foils to cater for the demand of richer people 


(7) Snupp 


(a) Extent and location —Snuff is manufactured m several pro 
Vinces and Indian States but the most important areas appear to b» 
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Madras, the Pm, jab and the North West ^ 

together accomit tor a httle less than one-third of m 

tion of anntt m the countrr The annual average production m 
India is estimated at 21 7 million lb valued at about a crore and a 
half rnpees 

In the Madras Presidency Madras cits ’‘”4 7e 

most important centres for the manufacture of smiff There are 
about ten large manufacturers m Madras city 
as manj as 50 persons per da\ besides about a hundr d 
tacturers At Mangalore there is a large number of 7'' 
facturers but the bulk of the manufacture appears to be eontrolled 
by four big manufacturers The annual average product on of snult 
m the Madras Presidenev is estimated at over i million in 

In the Punjab snuff is made on a large scale at Hazro Alipur 
Kavralpindi, Multan Debra Ghazi i-han and other towns The 
annual a\erage production in th« pronnee u» estima e ti,.,,, 
less than 3 million lb of which 80 per cent is conientratu Uazio 
alone 

111 the Northwest Frontier Province the manufacture at «huff 
is lonflned oiilv to Pe liawar where there arc “t"'” 
manufacturers rrhose total annual output is estimated at 1 OU 
uiaundii 

(b) ifunii/oclurc — In the manufacture of snuff m Madras tile 
•first operation consists of the separation of stalks and mid nbs trom 
the leaves The leafi portion is then crumbled mto small 
fried and powdered The powdered tobacco is then 
by means of a mortar and a pestle and then sieved e 
tobacco powder is afterwards gentl> heated the 
over frequently to prevent its being charred ° 7= g_gg 

and glee are added and the mixture is then passed through sieves 
of fine meshes The snuff so prepared is then rea y m 

tunes mush bone acid ammonium salts ® ® » , „„pnted 

varying proportion to the ordinary snuff to Pr®P . 
snnS which is usually mixed m varying proporti n 
snuff before offering for sale 

In the Punjab the deed tobacco leaves 
small pieces which are then ground into fine p 
IS afterwards soaked m water for a period 
days when fermentation sets m When 

characteristic odour the fermented stnit is dry the Khamir 

this stage it is locally Imown as Ifcamvi- thenSiifted through 
IS pounded m a wooden mortar ,,te^ Sled lime butter, 

cheese cloth Next, certain jngrediepts Uk Sometimes 

almonds pepper ammonium ® .v. cost of production 

tobacco dust is also mixed to w^ch it is again passed 

The whole mass is then agam process is repeated 

through cheese cloth The grmdn^ and sim = P 
until the prodnet attains the desired stage o 
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In the North Frontier Pronnce, the tobacco leaf is first 
reduced to fine poivder The water mills at Sena Saleh m Peshawar 
specialise m this "rindm" work The tobacco powder is then stored 
for fermentation m closed cells which are covered with old woollen 
blankets or tjuill-> for a period of 2 to 3 months During this penod 
of termentation the powder i-> -sprinkled with water, stirred, aiica 
and again stored This process is repeated till the powder acquire 
the desirable aroma and strong flatonr Afterward.^, lime water and 
dses maj be added m small quantities 

B — Aditlteration 

In the nianutacture of cigarettes cigars and cheroots no adulters 
tion IS generallj done apart from the “ flaioorings ” used by certain 
manufacturers The types of flaionrings ” used are con*idered as 
'•eeret and hence it is difficult to indicate whether or not the ‘ flaicur 
mgs used bv certain raanofactuters are deleterious to heaUl As 
alreadi stated, m the I nited Kingdom the use of e'^n glyceiice and 
di ethvlene glyco] is considered illegal 

In the manufacTure of i>tdis generallv no adultcratiou of any 
kind IS done Different tvpes of tobacco are nowever raised to 
piepaie a blend of bidi tobacco powder and for this purpose small 
juantities of hookah tobacco mav be used as is done at certain plflca.* 
iQ Dorthem India A case of adulteratiou of fckfi tobacco ha> how 
ever, been recently noted during the course of this suney A 
certain gentleman from Penukonda m Anantapur district of the 
Madras Presidencv has prepared a so-called econotuv tobacco 
mixture ” for which be has applied for a patent in British India 
Mysore State and the Nizam s Dominions The procedure in *.ho 
preparation of this “ economv tobacco misluTe ’ i insists of select 
mg Gujerati or \ipani tobacco leaves soalnag them m water, 
washing and drying The leaves arc then to be treited witn a solu 
tion of sodium nitrate and hydrogen peroxide whicL, the gentleman 
claims help ignition and relention of fire The leaves arc then 
‘•naked in syrup and kept under pressure for 24 hoi'r» The 
vrapper leaf used for ma^ng bidis is then similarlv trea^cu Both 
the tobacco leases and wrapper leaves, thus treaicd, are tuen cut 
mto five shreds and mixed in different proportions say 25 of tchacco 
to 75 of wrapper leaf, or more commonly in equal shares Tlus 
mixture is then used m making ftidu m the ordinary' way In making 
these iidis a small piece of cotton wool ls placed at the smoking end 
and this acts like a filter It ls reported that about 2 lakhs of 
lidis manufactured from such adulterated tobacco at Lpliary are 
being sold every month at Rs 1-4 0 per thousand, i e , the same rate 
for which ordinary tvpes of iidis are sold 

Possibly the largest adnlteration of tobacco takes place m the 
manufacture of hookah tobacco There is a general h'lief that 
hookah smoking is the least injuriaus to health as the smeke passes 
through water m the bubble bubbles ("iee plate facing page 361) 
and that it gives more pleasure as compared with cigarettes and 
lytdw The chief cause-j which are responsible for the decline of 
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;s.==, 

mrkrt' The geMraf’qurht^ ot th» hoolah h'<-hVrT 

the manufacturers standardise their articles, ad p „ ,,^gpaj.ed 
marts and certify and publish actual ““ff “T^rtasTT “ TSl 
koolnh tobacco, it ivould appear poyiiblc to ‘ j 

extent the local demand tor the manufaetured a means are 

fact that many of the labonnns classes and men ot small means ai. 
rntreasingly taling to hidis and cheap cigarettes 

As in the ea<e of hoolak tobacco many of the 

of chewing tobacco prefer to haie pure slnfi and b 4 ...mtr it 

contents of the manufactured chewmg tobacco re rai rieccrib 

If however, the manufacturers of chewing tobacco use label^ de c 
mg the formula or the recipes of the ingredients articles 

the case of some of the patent medicmes and other P i ehliood 
manufactured m European coiJitnes, there seems t * .3 

of increasuig to a small extent the internal demand tor 
chewing tobacco 

0 —Trade marks and brands 

All the leadmg msnnfaclurers ot cigarettes cigars cheroots and 
bidw have their own specific brands some of which are rep ^ 

them to be registered There is howexer no at equate pr 
of law in British India for the registration of trade marks so as to 
estabbsh statutory title to them The existing law for 
the imitation of popular brands is reported to be verx c 
There have been sexeral complamts both from 
British manufacturers and merchants of the Arrant P/ ^ , 

known trademarks and of the flooding of the . This 

inferior mutations of popular brands of goods 0 nnnppmed 

has been particularlv noticeable so tar „ „ar»e 328) 

in the ca«e of cigarettes cigars and bidts C^ee pla = ox'^ners of 

On account of the copTing of trade murks and brands the oxj«^^ 

marts often find their reputation damaged irreparably ^h ^ 

representation and the consequent loss ot bU'>in 

permanent . 

Though there is uo legal proilsion m 1'*^“ ' '' ^‘^“,*“5° re 
trade-marks and brands many ““’‘"'“"^'’TstLtion Theic is no 
gietered inlh the local Departments "I „„tioii of 

Pronsion m the Indian Registration Act tor in = j 

todemarh as it applies to the f jerf of decli 

The practice obtaining m manr areas is t® p owner 

ra ion describing therein the -ttached to the deed and 

sbp thereof A copv of the trademark is attacneu ^ 

document mav be signed be£<^ a stratioii m the 

^eace The executant presents the ^ed fo it ^ the 

Registration Office where it is register^ In tni p 
document that is registered and not the tr 

LlIOlB ■' 
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In bfUc 01 the tact that a law forHhe registration of trade marls 
oes no exist m Incln piolection to owners of tnde marks Li guen 
^eetions of the Indnii ’\Ierchandise ’\Iarlcs Act of 188? 
f Penal Code There is however no adequate pro 

to a tndemiik and when the title to a 
Proaed protection is sought under the proTi 
protection under these 

dsm^rv V. ®''** courts tor injunction or for 

sit^ o'^nri 1 ^ ^ procedure is often considered to be expen 

'= ow protection is sometimes sought in criminal courts 

cnn^^lin mmufseturers m Indian btafef 

such e-iSl r. brands partieuhrlj of bidis In 

and It 7 pn Ststes concerned 

prLctinn t» .eenre the necessary 

ot '" "'I're't of the (leteln|.nent 

tration and nrnto^t- provision should be made for the regs 

rnd aUo " Jl Tnd trade marls and brands in British India 

that the GovernmJS of indm hi" ‘'"i" cation it maj be observed 
and It IS expected that s^bdl ma^h! question in hand 

’'ituro in the neii future * ^ ^ 'utrodueed m the central legis 

® Prices of tobacco products 

(1) CiCARTms 

nn,fo™ st;’‘ZTor/n''X“.‘r„ S; 

^flneiuec] b\ the amount of import duty letied States e 

sr ;; . ^._.^sho, ■ 
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Snuitarly tbe pnee of a "Sarette tm of “ CraTen 
“State Express, 5o5 ” cost Rs 1^0 and Rs 18 0, respectively 
almost m any to-mi of Briti'^h India and Burma 

The extent of margin h-tnoen the vliolcsale and letail prices 
may be seen from the following few t\piCc-l exainp cs 

J/arj'n, ietuetn tht nl ohs U a, d mu' prices of eigorettes 


(Pe thoue ind cigare t^s ■) 


* Will « Gold Flste 

Charrainar 

Guinea Gold 

— \lbh*bad 

1 

Tiavaacore 

Hrderabad 
(Dn ) 

Madras 


Bs i r j 

**5 A P 

Bs A P 

Bar 

tVho eftiile 

21 * 0 

13 6 ft 

0 6 < 

4 0 

Rctftil 

21 14 0 1 

23 I** 0 

3 2 0 

6 4 0 

Marpa* 

j 0 6 0 

0 6 0 

0 1 0 

1 0 0 
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Wholesale and retail prices of 1st quality cigarettes, harvest pncej 
of Virginia flue-cured tobacco at Guntur and declared values of 
imported unmanufactured tobacco 


Year 

i 

Allahabad | 

1 Rangoon 

Harvest 
prices of 
V'irgTOia 
flue cured 
tobacco 
at Guntur 
per candy 
of 500 Ih 

Declared 
value of 

unmanu 

factured 

tobacco 

(ex duty) 
per lb 

Per 1 000 

cigaret | 

Rb A p 1 

Pei rarion I 

of 10 ciga ' 

Per 1 000 
e^Tcttes 

Per carton 
of 10 ciga 

i 



Rs A r 

Rs A p 

Rs A F i 

Rs A P 

Rs A P 

1932 

21 1 a 

0 3 11 

21 4 0 

0 3 6 

13* 0 0 

1 0 9 

1933 

10 5 7 ' 

0 3 « 

21 4 0 

0 3 6 

'146 0 0 

1 3 6 

1 

1934 

21 a 0 1 

0 3 6 

21 6 0 

0 3 6 

127 0 0 

1 2 1 

1936 

21 6 0 

V < 6 

' »1 « 0 

0 3 C 

143 <1 0 

1 2 0 

1936 

il > 0 

0 3 6 

21 a 0 

0 3 6 

130 11 0 

1 1 11 

1937 

1 21 6 0 

0 3 C 

21 a 0 

0 3 6 

137 0 0 

1 7 2 


What 19 true of Allahabad and Rangoon is equally true for otbei 
places It II eiident that there is no change in the retail pnceb of 
cigarettes, though wholesale prices ^ry occasionally to a small 
eitent It is also evident that there is no relation between the prices 
of Indian and imported cigarette tobacco and those of cigarettes 
In fact it appears to be the policy with all leading cigarettes raanu 
facturers not to make any change m the cigarette prices, particularly 
in the retail rates charged to consumers as almost ererv smoker of 
one of the popular brands of cigarettes will remember that duinig 
the past several years there has been no change in the price he pays 
for his cigarettes 

It may be however observed that in the case of a few popular 
brands, there has been a definite reduction in the wfiofesafe anif rei'aif 
prices during the past four or five vears Thus for example, the 
wholesale price of a leading brand of cigarettes m Delhi m 1903 
was Rs 17 8 0 per thousand as against Bs 14 6 0 per thousand from 
1934 onwards This considerable reduction m price was possible 
because until 1933, these cigarettes were being imported from abroad 
but from that year onwards they are being manufactured in India 
and offered at lower rates to the public 


•These figures refer to financial >eBrs conimencin!; from April 1 The ficures 
shomi aeainst Jia2, 19X3 etc , are forfinancialypara, 1931 32, 1932 33. etc , as it tihe* 
■ome time before the unnlBnufactared tobacco u used m making cigarettes 
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(2) ClQABS. 

There are munerous brands brands Many 

turers at Tiioimopol}- have less teen demand 

Cigars are sold in bores containing ^ Ind rrtad trade, 

bor ot cigars forma the unit of ®Tipl!'„nBlT bv betels restaoranta 
crccpt ivbeu they are sometiines ’’5“”! L Lreoneemcd there 
and tobacconists So far as the cata o„ nS^retad nnces The mann 

iLp^hSsCIllI^efa'oner rale o„^^ 

Moi?o; .'.”oa;r’r;.;n\,"drLn';e ^ipeLir^r'”^’ 

Enqniries indicate that there has been ’i” 

the prices of cigars at least during the past ten T” ",”?n li erS 
complete absence of seasonal variation in pric P j 

Indian States irhere prices are inaated on almost Srrn 

import duties license tees etc P"T T cTa^f aftnrelsTo bear 

all over the country as it is the practice irith “ “ eSoM to dcs- 
the transport, octroi terminal and other charges dealer 

patch of cigars to the dealers Variation of “-jition-, of 

to another is small and occasional as it ^,5°® ®^o5l^ers at fised 
■wholesale purchase that cigars ■will be sold to 
prices 

(3) Cheroots 

High class cheroots like , T'''^^nmc'er 'and'’co°°lell°'’a't 
" llonlmem ” cheroots , h„” of 100 cheroots in 

prices ranging from Rs 2 to Rs 5 tor a ^ 

accordance w"th the tvpe of tbe no notice 

cheroots al o there is no seasonal variation P years 

able change in prices has been ob<^erved dormg tbe past ten y 

The prices of Burmese cherSr^{Se 6yin 

type and size Superior quality ® Trhole-ale and half an 

are sold at Rs 2 8 0 to Rs 3 JO per bazaar quality 

anna per cheroot m retail The prices of n hundred whole- 

strong cheroots range from 5 annas to Ks P nrices of mild 

sale and 1/12 to i of an anm each in gj^g^and 1 md of 

Bunnece cheroots vary in accord^ce wi inches long and 

™pper nsed The cheroots vluch n™ “ envelops the_ leaf 

for -which the wrapper u«ed is the sh 7 to Rs -J 

base of Kun Inn (areea nut palm) mav annas may b# 

hundred at whole-ale rates and in re ai t 
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charged per cheroot Such cheroote are however used on cere 
momal occasions The wholesale prices of other sizes of cheroots 
of the same type as above range from 12 annas to Rs 2 12 0 per 
hundred and m retail each cheroot may be sold for i to ^ of an anna 
The cheroots for which maize cob sheath is used as wrapper are 
sold at Rs 1 2 0 to Rs 14 0 per hundred wholesale and m retail 
each cheroot is sold at 2 to 3 pies 

In tie M Kira-» Riesideiicv the ordmarj common twisted 
cheroot wideli U‘'ed h\ smokers m Southern India may sell whole 
sale at Rs 1 7 0 to Rs 10 per thousand Brands which are cheaper 
selling at less than Rs ^ per thousand are more commonly smoked^ 
The retail prices range from one to five annas per bundle of 2o 
cheroots 

Both in Burma and Madras, there is no seasonal variation m pr»e!is 
and even veir to jear fluctuation is small and occasional with all 
leading manutacturers The change in prices if any is governed 
mostlj bj competition from other manufacturers 

(4) Bidu 

The wholesale and retail prices of hidis paiticularlj the 
former varj almost from one manufacturer to another The fol 
lowing figures indicate the range of wholesale and retail prices in 
some of the important areas 


11 holesale and retail prices of bidts 


Ir., 

Wlioleaale per 1 0006 

j EetftjJ per bun lie 
' ofiot rfs 

Beagsl 

Re I 0 0 to Rs ) £ 0 

6 to 9 pies 

Bom bay 

Re 1 0 0 to Rs t 10 0 

6 to 9 pies 

Madras 

: Rs 1 3 6 to Rs 1 IS 3 

G to IS pies 

C<P 

Re 0 14 6 to Re 12 0 

6 to 9 pies 

Punjal 

Rs]43toRs250 I 

i* to 15 pie« 

U P 

Re 0 10 0 to Rs 1 0 3 | 

6 pies 

Delhi 

Rel00toRs200 

6 toT’ pits 

Absam 

Re 1 0 0 toPs 14 0 

6 to 0 pies 

Hyderabad (Dd ) 

Re OlOStnRs 23S 

4 to 12 pies 

b™. 

Ps 1 12 0 to Rs 2 S 0 

12 to 15 pies 


It IS observed that there is practically no seasonal variation in 
the prices of hidis and even year to year variation is only occa«ional 
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and takes place wlieue^er there is competitiou among manu- 
factorers Enquiries made of some of the leading bidi mamifac 
turers m the Central ProMoees indicate that during the past eight 
Tears bidi prices lia\c declined b> about four annas per thousand 
chiefl% as a result of competition among the manufacturers them 
sehes Generally variations in the prices of bidi tobacco alfeet 
but little the prices of Tiirfis 

(5) MAKTIFACTI-Rro hoo\ah TOBiCCO 

Bulk of the manufacture!', them^elvis retail the hookaJi toOacco 
Prices van from ci i. manufacturer to another in accordance V’ltu the 
kind and quantit^ of ingredients and adulterants used in maiiu 
faeture The retail pncer» of ordinarr hoola/i tobacco range from 2 
to 4 annas per seer while tho^'e of expensive t\ pes mas be as hign as 
Be 1 to 2 1 er ^eer The wholesale prices are generalls 20 to 10 
per cent locvci than the retail prices In common with other toba..co 
products there is almost complete ibsmce of seasonal variation in 
prices and it is further obsened that there is practical!} no relation 
between the prices of manufactured hookah tobacco and those of the 
unmanufactured product 

(6) AIaM F\<Tt PED nrWTNC TOBACCO 
In the ease of manufactured chewing tobacco the manufacluri-is 
fix the price of each qualifv in accordance with the kind and quality 
of tobacco and other ingredients used In few of the tobacco pro 
ducts do^ such a wide range of qiialitr and prices exist The Lost 
of the tobacco form.^ but a fraction of the total cost of manufactured 
tobaccos and in fixing the prices the cost of other mgre lieuta 
Used like nutmeg musk saffron scents cardaroom and other spices 
pJar a dominant part The following figures «how the range of prices 
lor different kinds of chening tobaccos sold bv a leadme mannfac 
tnnng firm in Delhi Citr 


Price of cheuing tobacco tn 
(Per seer ) 


Uime of rtinnog tobaepo 

1 

Ut 

qua)i(T j 

•’nd 1 
qnally 

3rd 

qoahty 

«h ; 

1 qnal ty j 

Sth 

! quality 

1 

Zafran, B^narst Pari 1 

Bs a r| 

Rs a e Rs a p 1 

i 

[k. . p 1 

Rb A P 

Tohafco JI/mW, Danadar 1 

64 0 0 1 

3’ 0 0 

1" 0 0 

,00 

5 0 0 

Pa.(* 

^tfrani Benarn Palti Saa<t 

5 0 0| 
2 8 0 1 

1 2 S oi 2 0 o| 
1 « 0 0 1 8 Oj 

1 1 8 0 j 


Tobaoco Surlh Patti 

1 32 0 0 i 

1 16 0 0 1 

9 0 0 i 

1 5 0 o| 

2 8 0 


The prices given in the above table are wholesale rates and the 
retail prices are generalh about 2o to 30 per cent higher The unit 
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nr ^ and the retail prices range from 1 anna to Es 4 

frantinn nf Since the cost of tobacco itself forms but i 

IpvpI nf maniifacture of chewing tobacco the 

of rnnnnfrr ""“anufaeturcd tobacco has no effect on the pnca 
to ?pnr ? Chewing tobaccos and seasonal variations and year 

madp pntirat»T ^ occasional Changes in prices if any are 

y on account of competition from other manufacturers 

(7) Snuit 

krnd'^nd^rmnn^'f governed to a large eitent by the 

the wholesalp mtp ’°Kt^«ents used in manufacture In Madras 
the case of hir»>i from 10 annas to Rs 16 per seer while m 

as if npfV^""" snuff sold m Bengal the prices may be as high 
S her sanations observed m 

weight aSi alinn^i «n i '"5 done on the basis of 

packets or phials OpopTii^^'^’?’ ’n retail either m 

per cent higher tW 12} to 25 

trend of nric'es are ® prices The periodicity and 

almost entirely b\ comnlt prices are governed 

cost of Lnufactfre ^ manufacturers and the 


B — Bistnbution 

ing “"maSLtu™dl!;to«“o“coosumld''m 

the case of hooAah and chewin^ ***/ condition as m 

.^ade ..p' ^ 


(1) Wholisale Trade 

or moro' oMlIrMlowm^methods is done bj on. 

(n) Manufacturers distributing depots 
(&) Distribution through agents and subagents 

(c) Distribution through travelling inspectors 

(d) Direct sale to retailers and consumers 


(a) Manu/aciur er's distributing depots — Almost all the lead 
ing cigarette manu^cturers in the country and a few hidi manu 
faeturers from the Central Provinees have opened their distributing 
aepots at centres located in important consuming areas The^e dis 
Sh .S. raspective agents and 

^ \ *1 “ jnnsdiction Direct sale to consumers li 

a-LTs tnd^ supplied to retailers when 

agents and sub agents do not PTict 



[Facing page 342 



Weighing tobacco m Guntur 



Facing page 343.] 



(b) Dutribuiwn through agents and siib agents — AH cigarette 
factories and a few hidi manofactureTS from the Central Provinces, 
Madras and Bombay appoint agents to serve specified areas In the 
case of leading cigarette manafacturerB the agents are generally 
given sole rights of distributing particular brands of cigarettes 
^Vhen sole agents are appointed the manufacturer does not supply 
the goods direct to the retailers or other wholesalers In case the 
area allotted to an agent is large sub agents are appointed on the 
Teeominendations of agents but the sub agents are usually supplied 
with goods by or through the agents. 


For their services the agents and sub agents get commission 
from the manufacturers The rates of commission vary from one 
mannfaeturer to another and in accordance with the brand of 
cigarettes sold The rate of comuiisiion is lower for low grade than 
for high grade cigarettes and generally vanes from 2 to 10 per cent, 
of the gross value of the cigarettes supplied to the agent In the 
case of new brands of cigarettes put on the market and new cigarette 
factories the rates of eomnussion arc nsuallj high and may range 
from 10 to 20 per cent The agents and sub agents are supplied 
cigarettes f o r to the nearest railway station and charges on 
account of handling and transport from the station to the agent s 
godown are usually borne by the agent himself Very often the 
manufacturers tliemselies defrai the charges on account of octroi 
and terminal charges if any Some manufacturers allow Ueir 
agents to return the stock of unsold cigarettes and empty pacMug 
eases for which refund is given on rates vamne from 4 annas to one 
mpee per case All cigarette manufacturers usuallr prefer to make 
sales to their agents m cash but generally credit is allowed for a 
penod panging from a week to a month Usually it is the condition 
put bv the manufacturer that the agent or sub-agent shall not deal 
with cigarettes manufactured by other companies Nearly half the 
commission allowed to the agent is passed by him to the sub agents 
and retail dealers The agents and sub agents usually have instruo- 
tions to ask the retail dealers to sell the cigarettes only at standard 
retail prices 

The distribution of cigars cheroots and pipe and cat tobaccos 
IS done m a similar manner 


The manufacturers of btdis allow a commission ranging from 
Ee 1 to Es 2 per bag containing about 40 thousand bidis 

In the ease of other tobacco products viz hookah chewing 
and snuff there is generally no svstem of appointing wholesale or 
distributmg agents 


(c) Distribution through iraielhng inspectors All the im 
Portant cigarette manufacturers and a few cigars and o«at manu 
facturers appoint t^a^elllng representatives or inspectors who go 
from place to place ad\ertisiDp their respective goods and canv^suig 
for orders In ea*;® the travelling inspector enters an area nomaUy 
sened bv appointed agent he is to work m consultation the 
agent The inspector goes from place to place and on receipt of 
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orders passes them to the respective agent or direct to the factory if 
there is no appointed agent for the area m which he has secured 
orders 


(2^ Rct\il tr.\de 

The dealers who retail tobatco products are usually panuolhi,, 
provision and oilman stores hole’s and restaurants and tobacconists 
(see plate facing page 3^3) Specialised tobacconists’ shops dealing 
in cigarett&s cigars pipe and ent tobaccos etc are onlv found in big 
citie? lihe Bomba\ 'Madras. Calentta Delhi Lahore etc Bulk of 
retail distribution u, done h\ panicatias and provision and oilman's 
stores 

( igarettes are «old to consumer® either in cartons of 10 s or in 
tins of 50’s The pnvualla^ also retail cigarettes bv numbers as one 
or tw< per pice Bidis are retailed either per bundle of 25 bidis or 
per count for a pice Cigars and cheroots are retailed bv boxes or 
packets but m Madras and Burma the local cheroots are retailed 
either in bundles of 2o or In count per unit of \alne, e g one anna or 
one pice Pipe and ent tobaccos are invariablv retailed in seated 
tins bv provision stores and tobacconists 

Manufactured hookah tobacco is retailed bv weight of a s^er or 
fraction of a seer Mannfactnred chewing tobaccos are also retailed 
bv weight hut m the ca«e of hieh grade chewing tobaccos the unit of 
retail sale mav be as low as one tola or l/80th of a seer Snuff w 
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p.es to 8 annafpe L^u„ ° TSfr '1.*“'’^“ ® 

lie 1 p„ „aa„a-;h..e .he '“ 

of anminnfacSred tohaeco I anna^t^R ’4”“ ‘° * “"J”® 

Cigars and cheront<i nn,? ^ ®nMs to Rs 4 per maund of cigarettes 
In Delh, fhe raS o?te™,i. "i 2®“ Per maand of l,du 
tobaceo of ill I ,„d, lachidin' 'lad' ” * e" fo'e'o'o 

aad eherooti 2 annas per mi™?™ T d""' “'Bareltcs cija s 

of all sort, and 6 p,„ rnannd of ?oCeo“ dust” 

rate ranpe^ from Rr^l to levied bv all miinicipalitie, lllc 

tobacco 6 pies to 2 snna<i rb«.> unmanufactured 

cigarettes ^nd ? Lnas n- -- 2 ^ ^ 

cart enterin" the miiTHfm-.! snuff Besides e\ery loaded 

rate is 4 annas per eart drawn n charges and the 

bullock eart At Petlad m ^ annas for single 

trade m 6,d, tobaeco thJ w.i State where there ,s an e^tensire 
octroi charges T] o rate of foil'"!!"’*’'*’* 
that of oetro, .aries from o ^ 

Jb Tn Ooehin oJi; Tol? ^ 

annas per eart load At PiidnlfknM-b collected at the rate of 4 
to pav a frontier toll of 4 annas^hesJies^tb? 

4 annas per cart In Ivashmi.- ninn^ipnl tax of anotl or 

imposed for all tobieeos entenne-^' cbarpe, at R, 2 per maiind ore 
Indian State, In Raiman! »n/ r “I «■' 

export diitie, on tobaceo and India lew import and 

Ifom 8 annaa ,„ R, I per manid 

G— Liconsinj and control of tobacco trade 

-.temThelm^"lrt,Crn/"^^ have got . 

levy imimrt a?d p " L* Ma,ontr of the Indian States 

some States like Cn t, ”tiOT on tobacco and tnhaeeo produets snd 

aiSmninf ™ ‘' L r°Sh Tf t?*™ “ P”*™ 

Tn Travanenr* o trade in tobacco and tobacco products 

are licensed ^ ^ import duties, all tobacco dealers 

#»!.♦ J" Burms no restrictions exist in regard to trade and manu 
taeture of tobacco 

It mav be stated at the outset that the ssstem of licensim’ and 
other methods of control existing m certain Indian provinces and 
S stes amis entireh at the eolleetion of revenue and no attempts 
have so far been made to control with a view to develop trade In 
many countries of the world (eg Japan Prance Italy Spam et" ) 
%" 2 TZT controlling some or^airthe stages 

fL ^ r ^”1" industry Tobacco mdustrv is one of the 

ew which has suffered practically no setback during the recent 
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depression period and many Governments m Europe and America 
eonsider it eseremely important to improve and develop their 
tobacco trade as it forms an important source of revenue In this 
connection it may be mentioned that m the United Kingdom 
tobacco produces more revenue than any other item of the Customs 
and Excise Tariff, having displaced beer in this respect after the 
reduction of beer duty m 1933 In 1936 the net amount of duty 
collected on tobacco was nearly 7o million pounds sterling Even 
m the United States of America, the home of the world’s eommer 
cial tobacco types, tobacco ranVs second among the sources of 
internal revenue and third among all sources of ordinary revenue 
Oier 440 million dollars are collected annually 


(1) Bombay 


In Bombay City, a duty on tobacco is levied under the Tolmeco 
Duty (Town of Bombay) Act of 1857 at a uniform rate of 30 
per maund on all tobacco and its products, as already noted in the 
preceding section In addition, all tobacco dealers are charged a 
Ymall licence fee The Act was amended early m 1938 to permit an 
increase in licence fees and according to the rules recently framed 
under the amended Act an annual fee of Rs 2 for a licence to sell 
superior tobacco by retail to persons bolding licences for sale of 
superior tobacco by retail and a fee of Rs 48 to others are bemg 
charged from September 1 1938 In the case of inferior tobacco, the 
licence fees are lie 1 and Rs 24 respeetirelr Combined licences for 
the sale of superior and inferior tobaccos to licence holders and non 
licence holders are aho issued on payment of fees prescribed for 
*uch combined licences 

Superior tobacco is defined to consist of cigarettes, cigars and 
manufactured tobacco ready for rolling cigarettes, while all other 
types of tobacco and tobacco products arc cl^ed as inferior tobacco 


For a licence to Sell at anv fair fete, dance or other entertain 
ment, a fee of Re 1 per dav is charged, for every daj on which sneh 
fair, fete, dance or eutertamiBeDt is held, subject to a maximum of 
Fa 25 m the case of licence to sell inferior tobacco and of Rs 50 m 
the case of licence to sell superior tobacco 


The duty and licence fees levied m the town of Bombay on 
tobacco and tobacco products yielded in 1937 38 a revenue of abont 
Fs 17 63 lakhs which is expected to ri^ on acconnt of the proposed 
increase m licence fees The duty is collected by the Government rf 
Bombay and till 1937 38 the net proceeds were paid to the Bombay 
Wumcipal Corporation and the Bombay Improvement Trait m a cer 
tarn proportion The Governujent have, however, now decide! to 
appropnate from 1938-39, Rs 5 lahte from the proceeds of the duty 

In other parts of the Bombay Presidency, evep^ dealer bes to 
possess a bcenee for dealin" m tobacco or its prodnets, in accord 
SrtSb 4; down by the Bombay (Distnct) 
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Tobacco Act of lOH os imended m 193 t 
fees was as under — 


Tlio schedule of icence 


UTjolesalo business 
Reta 1 bus nesa nr hawk iik 


>e for a broker 


Ra 200 


Other e 


Ps “i 


n the aggregate 


** per year 
Re 1 per cent j 

sale JD any one ^car 
tas l)re\ai!inp all oTer the Presidcccj except file Town ol 
KoMed , ’ '"', 7 "“ "f Rs 2 33 lal Im m 1937 38 and B 

COTiem revenue of about a lakh of rupees m 

onseqi ence of the proposed increase in the rates of licence fees 

tnrtl.I!‘!.m.*„V.i”'''’'?o.„“'' (District! Tobacco Act was 

under the nrm'^w 3938 and m accordance with the rules framed 

hate bem earned f ® ”* li'““ 

the ne“ lule, , o i=fPt«mber 1 1938 It ,s proposed that under 
subiS ti a n„‘ 3“'- 'r'lele.ale sale shall 

Sss^d'a”, ?he"Sr„;'rat ““ 


4nnu\l aggrogstfl sales 


Lirsnce { e 


Lees tb&D Re 000 
Re 500 to Re 9<19 
Re 1 000 to Ri 2 099 
Re 3 000 tops 9 999 
R« 10 000 to Ri 19 999 
Re 20 000 and oret 


For a brokers licence a fee of Rs 2 per annum is oharffcd while 

JSfpr^r^r,!?! ^ tbc casc of superiof tobacco and Rs 25 for 

fi a urban area which the Goiernment maj by 

notification published m the ofiSeial gazette specify In other areas 
s d per 5 ear are to be charged for a retailers or hawkers 
licence 


In accordance with the Sales tax Rules framed under the amenacd 
Act a sales tax of 12^ per cent is to be let led on the whole- 
sale or retail sale or sale by a hawker of tobacco m the municipal 
areas of Bandra Kurla Vile Parle Andhen and Ghatkopar and 
Ahmedabad City and Cantonment and Sholapur City 
(2) Sind 

Since Smd formed a part of the Bombav Presidency pnor to 
April 1936 all the tobacco dealers in Smd were licensed under the 
protisions of tbe Bombay (District) Tobacco Act of 1932 as 
amended in 1935 till 'March 31 1938 From this date the Bombay 
(District) Tobacco (Smd Amendment) Act 1938 came into force 
and the annual licence fees were raised to Rs 50 for wholesale trade 
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the fees charged to retailers ranging from Rs 2 to Rs 4 per jear 
The licence fee for a broker remains unchanged at Rs 2 per annum 
(3) Tra\a\cohe 

The tobacco trade m Travancore State is controlled by levymg 
import duties md licensin'^ ot dealero m tobacco The import outy 
on unnipiiiifactuied tobacco imported from TafTua in Cevlon is is 
high as Rs 13 » pei cnndj of 600 lb On cigarettes an import d 5 
of 20 { er cen* 1 chirged while on cigars the rata of dutv is 12 per 
cent ou other tvpes of tobacco and tobacco products the rate of 
dutv Ls 8 per cent The annual revenue reali«ed on accouui of 
import duties ranges from 27 to ^9 Jal hs of rupees 

In l^^oo 36 about 800 wholesale licences ‘’nd over 12 000 ’•e^ail 
bcenees were issued for the sale of tobacco and tobacco products m 
Travancore State. The wholesale dealers pav to the Government a 
licence fee 0 ^ Rs 10 per annum while retail merchants are not per 
milted to hive any stoeV more than 10 lb ot tobacco and cannot sell 
more than 1 lb at a time 
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[Monufaclutc and distribution of tobacco products 
LSTI1.R CHAPTER TEN 

Tlie total wliole'ale value of all tobacco products 
IS estimated at about S7 crores of rupees Tlus includes 
manufactured products such as cigarettes, etc , and 
umranufactuied tobacco consumed in jts raw condition, 
as in the <'a‘ie of hoof ah and chewing tobaccos Adding 
at a m ^’ente e^tmiafe 2> per cent on account of trans 
poit and di'stnbutinn chaigcs the total value of the 
tobacco trade can be «afely estimated at over 46 crorc^ 
of rupees per annum. 

There has been a rapid ri«e in the manufacture of 
cigaicttc' duimg the past 15 years In 1923 there were 
only 11 cigarette factones employing on an average 
about 5,000 persons pei day In 1935, the number of 
cigarette factories innea^ed to 22 of winch four employed 
on esn a\eiagc 4 000 persons pei da\ while the remaining 
IS were employing about 3 400 persons dailv The 
anm.al production of cigarettes in India is estimated at 
about 7,500 million cigarettes valued at nearly six crores 
of ruiiee-s The Tobacco Manufacturers (India) Ltd, 
and the Chirarctte Manufacturers (India) Ltd are esti 
mated t( produce three-fourths of the total annual 
eiearettt production The *=ellmg organi'^ation of the'=e 
two compames, viz , tie Imperial Tobacco Company of 
irdia Ltd-, handies To per cent of the total trade of ciga 
rettes in India, mcludmg imported goods Cigarette 
factones are spread all over India, but the more im 
poitant one* are located at Bangalore, Monghyr, 
Saharaapur, Calcutta Bombay, Sukkur and Hyderabad 
tDeccan) 

Cigars arc made almost entirely at Dmdigul, 
Triclunopoly and iladras The trade and hence the 
volume of manufacture of agars is steadily dechning 
At piccicnt about Iialf a million lb of tobacco is used in 
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the mauufactuie of eigxrs annually and the number of 
eigaib manufa tiired is estimated at about 30 nnllions 
Tallied at about 15 labha of rupees 

The mauufactuie of cheroots is confined almost 
entirely to the Madras Presidency and Burma 
Cheroot making is practised as a cottage industrv all 
0 % er the iladras Presidency and parts of Mysore and the 
Nizam's Dominions The annual average output of 
cheroots m India is estimated at 90 to 92 million lb or 
about 18,500 million cheroots valued at over 9 croie& of 
rupees 

In Burma cheioot rolling is essentiallv a bmali 
local industij, women who <ae rolleis with some degree 
of skill, being fotmd m almost all towns and in most 
of the tobacco producing viUdge© The work is geueiallj 
done and the busmens managed bv women On an 
average about a thou'and million strong cheioots using 
about 24 million lb of tobacco are annuallv manufae 
tured in Buima In addition a little ovei 6,000 million 
mild or toich cheioots foi which about 58 million lb 
of tobacco IS used, aie produced annually The value 
of the annual production of strong and mild cheroots 
IS estimated at 8 7 c tires of rupees 

There is practicill^ no area in India where hidis are 
not niaunfacttin d lo <Jorae extent Over 75,000 milhon 
are annuallv mannfactnied in the coimtrv using 
about 70 million lb of tobacco The total value of the 
ni'iiuifcfhue i** e^tinnted at 7 5 erores of mpees 
Almost onefomth of Die total production is concen 
trated in tlie Central Piovmee® wnich hold a dominant 
place m the inter pi onncial trade m ixdis Madras 
and Bombai together contribute about 40 per cent to the 
total bid? production in the country, while the remain 
ing production js distributed over the remaimng part of 
the country 

LllCAE 
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Tlie minufaeture and consumption of hookah 
toDiceo IS almost entireh confined to the northern pro 
Vinces, VIZ , the North West Frontier Province, Punjab 
Delhi, Umted Pro\inees, Bihar, Bengal, Assam and 
parts of Bajputana and Central India The annual 
production of hookah tobacco in the countrj’^ is estimated 
at over 1,300 million Ib valued at about 9 6 crores of 
ruDees Almost two fifths of the production is confined 
to the United Provincea 

The United Provinces and Delhi are the most 
important aieas tor the manufacture of chewmg 
tobacco and account tor almost 90 per cent of the total 
quantity ot chewing tobacco manufactured in the 
countpr Ovei 156 million lb of chewing tobacco leaf 
valued at a little over 3 crores ot rupees is annually con 
sumed more than tour fifths being consumed in raw con 
ttition, * 6 mthout any process of manufacture 

T ^ in several provinces and 

V impoitant areas appear to 

be Madras, the Punjab and the North West Frontier 
Province The annual pioduclion in the country is 
estimated at 21 7 million lb valued at about a crore and 
a half of rupees 

No adulteration is generall> done in the manufacture 
of cigarettes cigars and cheroots except the “ flavour 
mgs ” used certain manufacturers The composition 
of “ fla\ourings ’ ic considered secret and hence it would 
be difficult to inuicate the nature of the “ flavourings ” 
used bv certain n anufaeturers without further detailed 
investigation It may be stated that in the United 
Kingdom, the addition of solid matters and even the 
use of glycerine and diethylene glycol is prohibited 
in products mcjiit for home consumption, though the 
use of essential oils for the purpose of flavouring an} 
tobacco product and of olive oil and sweetemng matter 
in the case of smokmg tobacco is permissible In the 



maniifactiire of hidi^ no adulteration of tobacco as genb 
lallv done, but a case was noticed in tlie Madras Presi 
dencY wneie finclj cut h\di iMappei leaf was mixed with 
hxdi tobacco befojc manufactuiing btdis in tlie ordinarr 
wa} Tins IS deSnitely an attempt to sell to consumers 
as tobacco something which is not tobacco Possibly the 
largest adulteiation tabes place in the manufacture of 
hookah tobacco wheie large quantities of fine sand, earth, 
quick lime, i eh or carbonate of soda, cotton waste, dried 
and pondered leaves of tiees, etc , aie u'ted to mix witli 
tobacco The general quality of hookah tobacco avail 
able m the market is considered to be inferior on account 
of adulteration and manv hookah smokers prefer to pre 
pare their own hookah tobacco Similiarly many of the 
peojale in the habit of eliewmg tobacco prefer to have 
pure leaf and being unaware of the contents of the manu 
factured chewing tobacco, lefrain from using it If the 
manufacturers standardise then hookah and chewing 
tobaccos, adopt registered tiade marks and certify and 
pubh«!h the actual constituents ot their products, there 
*‘eems to be a possibility of inci easing to some extent the 
internal demand for manufactured hookah and chewing 
tobaccos 

There is severe competition among manufacturers, 
particularlv fliose of cigarettes cigars cheioots and 
hidis Trade marks and other distinguishing marks are 
frequently copied, while wholesale and letail distributors 
•^^<9 6y icmufactfurers' aiV <urfs‘ c?/ 

to push the sale of then respective pioducts These 
defect^ should be remedied bv the better organisation of 
manufaetxuers to regulate output and distribution and 
hy making a more compiehensne legal provision for the 
registration of trade marks It is understood that the 
Government of India propose to undertake the necessarj 
legislation m the near future 

There is a complete absence of periodical variation 
m the prices of auv tobacco product, excepting possibly 
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in the case of new brands put on the market b} manu 
facturing concerns Even year to year variation is rare 
paitKululv in the retail prices charged to consumers 
tliougli >()mc manufadurcis occasionally nnkc a slight 
reduction in wholesale prices of some of their brands 
whenever theie is competition from similar pioducts of 
other coinimincs Usuallj there is no apparent relation 
between tlie prices of tobacco pioducts and those of nn 
niaimfactured tobacco 

The imposition of octroi terminal and otbei Llnrgo* 
by mimieipalities and other local authoritie'; hanipei'> 
the (leieloimient of trade in many places incieases dis 
tribution costs and penalises the local merchants and 
manufactui ers to the adcantage of the others elsewhere 
where such taxes are lower or do not exist An extreme 
example is that of the toivn of Bombay where tlic tav 
(known as tobacco duty) is as high as Rs 30 per niaiind 
on all tobacco and its products, tlie dut\ on tobacco pro 
ducts being levied on the basis of tobacco contents At 
many othei towns and cities, the rates of octroi and tei 
mmal ehaigcs vaiy fiom 1 anna to Rs 5 per maund of 
cigarettes 8 annas to Rs 3 per maund of cigars and 
cheroots 1-^ anna to Rs 3 pei maund of btdti>, 1 anna to 
30 anna- pci maund of unmaiiufactuied tobacco 4 to 8 
annas per inannd of hookah tobacco, J to 12 annas per 
maund of chewing tobacco and 1 anna to Rs 18 0 per 
maund of snuff The hampering effects of these taxes 
on the development of trade in agricultural products can 
hardly be ovei estimated and it is suggested that the 
local authorities eonccined should take steps to remove 
these disabilities 

Bombay and Sind have adopted a sj stem of charging 
licence fees to all tobacco traders The majority of the 
Indian States levy import and export duties on tobacco 
and its products and some States like Cochin and 
Patiala follow the svstean of auctioning out the rights 
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to trade m tobacco and tobacco products In Travancore, 
apart from beavr import duties, all tobacco dealers aie 
licensed The system of licensing and otbei methods of 
contiol adopted in Bombay, Sind and some Indian States 
aims entiielr at the collection of revenue and no attempts 
bare so far been made to exercise control \\ itli a view to 
dereloping the trade on proper Imes In ‘jeveial other 
coimtries, , Japan, Fi anee, Italv, Spam, etc , the 
Governments tbmeselves are now managing some oi all 
the stages of the mdustrv and tiade The tobacco mdus- 
tiy IS <ii e of the fev wbicli has siiffeied piacticallv no set 
back duimg tbe leceut depression penod and many 
GoTeruTnent '5 in Europe and Amenca considei it ex 
tiemeh important to inipio\e and develop their tobacco 
tiade as it foims <111 impoitant source of levenue If 
tobacco m India is ever to constitute a pennanent souice 
of revenue it iMuild be a mistake to neglect to take suit- 
able measuie-» \o nupiove and develop its pioduction, 
trade and manuiactuie The need foi imiformity of 
taxation and foi concerted and co ordmated action by 
all concemed should be carefullv considei ed 
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CHAPTER XI— MISCELLANEOUS 
A — ^Weights and measnres and units of sale 

(!) CURRCNT WnOUTS AND UNITS OF SALE 
Unmanufactured tobacco is almost invariably sold by weight and 
never by measure The system, ot weights adopted m different parts 
of the country is mo.st complicated and in many cases mcompre 
hensible Very often the weights for buying and selling are different 
and the weight of a maund while bm tng tobacco from the growers is 
different and higher than the weight ot a maund used bv merchants 
while selling In some areas eg Bengal Bihar and the United 
Provinces the village weights arc very largely of stones and bricb 
stamped iron weights being evlremely rare In some parts like the 
North Bihar stones are not easily available and stone weights once 
made may be used for a generation 

In the \orth Bengal area the weights used vary even from one 
area to another of the same district In Rangpur district for 
example a seer mav be equal to any’thmg from 60 to 93 tolas A 
maund ranges between 40 and ol seers The weight of a kalO’Chuna^ 
maund m this district is as much as 21 600 tohs or 270 standard seers 
of 80 tolas In accordance with the provisions of the Bomhsf 
Weights and Measures Act the weights used m the Ckarotar arid 
Ntpam areas are now standardised \t Sangli and Jayasingpif 
the unit of weight is an aikt of about 224 lb In the Oitnhir area 
farm cured leaf is sold in terms tt a candv ot jOO lb while in other 
areas of the Madras Presidency there are several other units of sales 
as potht bharam thulam puttii maund nss etc In the 
Bihar area the unit of sale is a maund but its weight vanes from 
place to place even m the same district In Patna district alon* 
where there are about s dozen systems of weights the weight of a 
seer may be anything from 44 (o 88 tolas In the Untied Proiincei 
a maund of tobacco weighs o5 seers at Farrukhabad 481 seers af’ 
Cawnpore and 46 seers at Benares Similar variations are observed 
in the Punjab where the weight >f i seer mav be as low as 32 tola3 
and as high as 100 tolas In the Aorf/i West Frontier Province each 
district in the province lias its own locil seer of different denomioa 
tions (in tolas) In Peshawar a seer is equal to lOo tolas A 
Peshawari maunil weighs about 108 lb 

In the llyiore Slate the init of sale is the local mauud 
weight is not however the same thioughmt the btate At Bavaiidiu’ 
a maund is 32 lb at Sira 28 J lb while at Alur it is 26 \ lb There 
IS a weights and measures regulation in force in the Mysore State 
which defines the local standard maund of 40 seers of 24 tolas each 
and also enforces the compulsory use of the local standard 
and measures m the important trade centres of the State T*'® 
important tobacco markets however aie not included in the h® 
of places where the use of the local standards is enforced In 
Baroda State the normal we^ht of a local maund is 40 lb but 
the sale of grower s tobacco the weight of a maund which varies frO 
village to village may be anywhere between 42 and 47 lb 
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The unit of cale m Burma is the ttss of 3 6 lb 


(2) Scales. 


Large beam scales are used in the wholesale trade while hand 
scales are used for weighing smaller quantities Eseept m the 
Gujifu) area standard scales like the As errs balances are lerr 
rarely used hr merchants at the tune of busing unmanufactured 
tobacco from the growers Platform balances and weighing machines 
are almost eselusirelv used b\ cigarette tobacco leaf bu%ers in 
the Guntur area (see plate facing page 34^) An ordman beam 
balance used m villages and markets consists of an iron beam at the 
two ends of which are hung M means of stout irou chains or ropes 
the pans made of wood or bamboo strips or cane or occasionallr of 
iron Sometimes there is onlv one pan on which a bundle or bag 
of tobacco la put the weights being hung ou the other side (see 
plate facing page 342) In some villages eg those in \orth 
Btkar, the scale used is made of an ordinarv wooden beam with the 
weighing pans hung hr means of strong ropes at its two ends A 
hole IS bored m the centre of the beam through which a string is 
passed and this acts as a fulcrum Sometimes there mar be more 
than one hole m the beam so that the position of the fulcrum can be 
changed if it can be done without being noticed br the aggriesed 
party The string m the fulcrum «ometimes made to fit so tight 
and stiff that the qnautitr weighed can be easih manipulated On 
account of multiplicitr of weights and the nse of anr Ijnd of scale^ 
the grower is in raauv cases at the merer of the wcighman who 
more often than not farours the buver at he cost of grouer 

In Burma the scales used in riUages are the ordinary wooden 
beam scales vviueh the growers or ^Qers can check against the scales 
■which ther belier* to be accurate ui their own bouses or in the shops 
of local dealers In markets like Rangoon platform balances are 
more commonly used 


(3) STAi^DMtniSATION 

The chaotic state of the s,\i.teiui> of wei'^ts .ind measure ad ipted 
m different parU of the countrj has alr-adr been described m the 
other reports of the marketing series It al o stands tn the war of 
development of market intelligence s,erMce and trade The exis mg 
conditiom, further provide a gootl s ope for exploiting the illiterate 
and the ignorant grower sellers and there has been praeticallv no 
effective organisation excepting possibli lateli in the Bombar Pre- 
sidencr to check the fraudulent practices bv the intermediaries of 
manipulating weights and cales beieral munieipal authorities and 
district boards m the countrv lave adopte I the mo lei bvelaws 
framed bv tieir local Governments to prescribe the j>e ri standard 
weights and measures but mvtet of them have tailed t put them 
into practice effectivelv Beside there has btei no legular and 
effective inspection service outside the Bombav 1 resideiicj 

The quei,tioii of standardi^tion of weights and measure^ on an 
all India basu, has engaged the attention of 

for over a hundred rears bnt so far no standard weights and 
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measures have been established for the whole country The only 
statute of the Go\ernment of India on the subject appears to be the 
Act XXXI of 1871 which made the kilogramme of the metric system 
the standard seer of India This Act however has remained a dead 
letter Soon after the enactment of this statute the Government 
of India passed a resolution in 1875 stipulating that the Indian 
maund o* 40 seers (1 seer being equal to SO tolas) should be the 
Btandird m use on all guaranteed and State Railways and in the 
collection of agricultural and price statistics In 1913 a committee 
TOs set up to re examine the question The committee reported m 
^ II j the adoption of the same standards which they 

j on Railwajs Weights based on a maund of 40 seers a seer 

of 80 tolas and a tola being 180 grams equal to the weight of a 
rupee Immediately afterwards however the War intervened and 
no action could be taken on the committee s report on an all India 


Since then it is only the Government of Bombay which bave 
enacted a comprehensive legislation called the Bombav Weights and 
Measures Act of 1932 which has been applied to the whole of the 
aorabav Presidency from March 1936 According to the Bombay 
^ of 180 grams 80 tolls making one seer The 

"Hie a Bombay 1/op 
■ fa .‘‘"'e I"'!! prescribed for measures IVeiBbts 

tbes. f f w 1 been set up to verif, aud check 

n.rft f I measures The Aet is administered by the 

thfcif.™,* ,1 ““ ealeuiiie mspcctiou ctaS 

Itotmce It IS boireter understood that the old 
t ^ . f v"' ‘""'S "■'"'I before the mtrodue 

t on of the staudari^ hate not set been irithdrairu and it is likely 
tliat they are still being used in some places partieularh m the 
remote rural areas Similarly it is understood that both the pound 
and seer continue to be used so that merchants may use the pound 
weight for selling and seer weight for buying An ordinary buyer 
believes that a seer is equivalent to 2 lb but it actually weighs 2 0o7 


Under the new constitution weights and measures is a pro 
vincial subject, but the establishment of standards of weight is 
central The tola seer aud maund are the most widely used in the 
country the tola being commonly understood to be equivalent to 
the weight of a new rupee (180 grams Troy) The weights used 
on all the railways are the maund and seer each seer weighing 80 
tolas and a maund consisting of 40 seers Since these weights are 
the ones mostly widelv Imown it is suggested that the following 
standard weights should be adopted for India • — 

Weight of a rupee (180 grams Troy) = 1 Tola 

80 Tolas = 1 Seer 

40 Seers 1 Maund 


These standards would correspond to the standard weights 
adopted in Bombay and cause the least dislocation of the existing 
systems followed in the several areas Once these were standardised 
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local Gorernments could lotrodace m addition, sucli multiples or 
bob multiples of the-e weiglits as might be desirable to fit m with 
other local weights m common nse It is also suggested that the 
Pronueial and State Governments might give some attention to the 
question of tlie “'cales emploved for wholesale and retail trade 
The Government ot India have decided to introduce central legisla 
tion for standardising weights, and Pronncial GoAernments will 
then be m a better position to take active steps to put the standard 
weights into operation 

B — ^Research 

CIV ClGABETTE TOBACCO 

India is one of the largest tobacco producing countries of the 
world, but by far the larger part of her production is suited to the 
needs of the local market The quality m demand for local con 
sumption Ins not been suitable for export to and consumption in 
European markets Where there has been a rising demand for the 
Cigarette Jeaf, largely of the flue cured type With a new to increase 
the foi-eign trade of India lu this commodity and improve the 
econonuf* position of the tobacco grower, it is natural that attention 
of tobacco research institutions m the country has been largely con 
centiated on the production of cigarette tobacco suitable for export 
and manufa ture of cigarettes witbm the country 

The earliest 0920 25) attempts to produce cigarette leaf on a 
ccminercial «eale were made in the Guntur district by the Indian Leaf 
Tobieco Development Companj, Limited, nhioh introduced several 
esotic variehis irom the United States of America among which the 
mort sucee«'«ful was the AdcocK variety This tobacco was cured on 
racK?) but the colour obtained fell short of that which is desirable in 
a good cigarette leaf Flue curing esperiments were conducted at 
Fusu in Bihar during 192i> 27, which established the superiority of 
tins pi ocess m getting a bright lemon yellow colour from the Adcocl 
variety 

In 1924, at Pusa, Adcock was crossed with Pusa Type 28, which 
was considered to be the best of the Pusa types for cigarette manu 
factnre and one of the 52 types originally isolated by the Houards 
A large number of hybrids were raised Trom this cross and of these, 
two numbers, H 142* and H 177 haie proved to be heavier m yield 
and equal m qualitr to Adcocf> Under conditions prevailing at 
Pusa howe^ er, anv cigarette tobacco grown in the area gives a dis 
tinct eartbv flavour 

At the Xadiad tobacco farm m the Charotar area, experiments 
are being conducted in hybridisation and curing cigarette tobacco 
The local Gonditi which is a high yielding vanetv with deficiency in 
qualitv, from the point of view of cigarette manufacture was crossed 
with Adcock and one of the bybni. resoltmg from this cross is 
reported to be suitable for the manufacture of lower qnalitv cigarettes 
At the agncultural research station at Guntur experiments are 
being conducted on ci'^arette tobacco with regard to hybridisation, 
selection, rotation and the effect of environmental factors on quality 
and flavour 
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[Facing page 360. 



PJates showing the types and number oi colonies oi micro-organisiDS which grew on tobacco extract agar when inoculated 
with Jaffna and Mi.i.nampalaga<n tobsccos in a dliution of 1 in 200. 
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variety for wtuek hia area is found most suitable The results of 
research should indicate the ranetj or varieties which would be 
most suited for different areas It might then be nec'*ssary to con 
trol the puritj of the vanetj through the distribution of seed and 
esercise control o^er th" quality of the crop through adncory and 
propoganda work and growers’ associations and suitable legisla 
tion where ne(.essar\ , designed to foster the establishment of one 
\arietj areas 

(2) Cigar asd cheroot tobacco 
India once possesised a flourishing cigar industry, and Indian 
cigars la general, have probabh been regarded as a cheap, medium, 
qualiti smoke On account of the genera! decline lu the popularity 
of cigars in favour of the cigarette, however, the importance of the 
industry has now considerablj declined 

borne m^estlgatIons ha\e been earned out bj the Bengal 
Department of Agriculture at Raugpur (X^orth Bengal) and 
seteral imported Upcs were tried for the production of cicar 
wrappers ind fillers Of these Sumatra, f’eutist/lionio and JfaHiIla 
varieties ha\e been found successful 

lu countries where the production of fine cigar leaf is success 
ful cultivation is done on large plantations which are very care- 
follv worked and supenised, e^en individual plants being attended 
to At present this tj pe of cultivation appears to be beyond the scope 
of Indian tobacco growers The local demand for cigars and 
cheroots is adequatelv met with bv the manufacturer-, established 
in Madras and Burma and it would probablv continue to be ad 
santageous to import the fine quahti Sionatia wrapper for the 
manufacture of superior cigars for some time to come Consider 
mg that the demand for cigars and cheroots is on the decline within 
the countrs and abroad it appears that research in the production 
of cigar leaf offers a les--5 promising field than m the production of 
cigarette leaf 

03) IvniGEbou*; ttpes of tobacco 
Tlie main problem of indigenous tobaccos used for hid* hookah, 
cbewmg and snuff appears to be improiement m iield and quaht% 
bo work on these lines is being done for anv of these tvpes of tobacco 
^Acept at the badiad tobacco farm in the Ckarotar area Exten 
sI^e work was done m selection from the local varieties of bidt 
tobacco and three selections G 6 (from Gandiir) P 45 (from 
Pd)u) and P 28 (also from Piliu) winch have been wlated are 
Superior in vield if not in qualitv G 6 has gamed considerable 
Populantv since it gives a higher vield can withstand frost and 
involves less labour in its cultivation It is reported that about 
fourth fifths of the area under bidi tobacco m Kaira District of 
Bombav i» now under the ’Gandiii and Pdiii selections 

It IS suggested that similar research might be undertaken in 
other areas particularly in Southern Aladras aNipam area ^orfk 
Pdinr and ^orfh Bengal 

As alreadv stated in the diapters on Supply and Grading and 
Standardisation, considerable quantities of Jaffna chewing tobacco 



are annnallv imported from Ceylon to Tra^ancore In spite of its 
verj high price, this tobacco has particular attraction for consumers 
m the Travancore and Cochin areas because of its peculiar taste, 
though, m physical character it appears to be similar to the Jlcencm 
palayam tobacco produced in the Coimbatore district A micro- 
biological analysis ot these two larieties indicates two distinct 
formations oi colonies ol organisms (see plate facing page 360) 
and it i5 possible that the pecniidi taste possessed b% the Ja§ni 
tobacco IS the result of the differences in tbe miero-organisms 
present in the cured leaf of the-^ two larieties It is therefore for 
consideration if tbe taste of Jfecnampa/ayam tobacco cannot bfi 
turned into that of Jaffna by transferring the organism* present m 
the cured leaf of Jaffna to that ot Meenampalaijam 
C— Seed 

Except in the case ol Virginia cigarette tobacco there is no 
dependable source from where the growers can obtain their seed 
supplier Eien m tbe case if Virginia the onlj reliable source is 
the Indian Leaf Tobacco Deieiopment Companr Limited operat 
mg in the Guniur area The reputation of this area for a unifonn 
t'pe IS dim At entneh due to the distribution of seeds and seedlings 
bi tills compani wbifb mainta n-> at Chirala seedbeds covering 
about 7) seres "Iniost entirel unier the 7fjn» >>? ■, ^pi laf variety 
The '■cedling*. raised from ihis i-e gcnerailv gnen bs he comnanv 
to growers who enter into tootract with tbe conipam for the delnery 
of tbe cured leaf Anv excess of seeds and seedlings is suppbetl 
bv the (mpam to other partie* demanding them It is understood 
that fresh seed of Virginia imported from the Lnited States of 
America deteriorates under conditions prevailing jn India and that 
the compani has to import fresh supplies of seed even thwd or 
fourth vear The problems of aechmatiaing the seed of Virginia 
tobacco under Indian conditions are therefore eitremeh important, 
and it IS suggested that esperiments might be undertal en in the 
principal cigarette tobacco prodnemg areas tie, Guntur, Mysore 
and Saharanpur Bulk of the cigarette tobacco growers either 
raise their own seeds or obtain seeds and seedlings either from their 
neighbours or the local seed snppbers Due to natural cross fertili 
sation and the fact that majontv of the growers and local village 
seed suppliers do not know the scientific methods of raising tobacco 
seed* the seed supplies available to the bulk of the growers are far 
from rehable During tbe coarse of this survey several exporters 
and growers from the f?«nfwr area expressed that the quality of the 
Guntnr crop has generally deteriorated durinsr the past file vears 
on account of tbe u«e of faultv «eeds and seedlings by the growers 
and that the question of supply of reliable seeds is of utmost import 
ance to keep up and improve tbe reputation of Guntur area for the 
flne-enred leaf One of the items of work taken up bv the Indian 
Tobacco Association is the snpplv of reliable «eeds and seedlings to 
Virginia tobacco growers about which enquiries are being made 

Almost the only varietv of Virginia cigarette leaf grown in 
India Ls the Harrison's Special introdnced bv the Indian Leaf 
Tobacco Development Companr bv the importation of seed from 
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America The -word ' Virginian ” describes a tjiie and does not 
mean tobacco leaf groivn m Virginia alone It has no place in the 
American system ot tobacco dassihcation nrhere all cigarette leaf is 
classed as Hue cured The bulk of the flue cured leaf la grown m 
Carolina and Ceorgia, smaller quantities being produced in 
Virginia, Florida, Alabama and ilississippi Enquiries made this 
year (193S) by the Central Marketing Staff from some of the seed 
suppliers of the Virginia Bright Belt of the United States, show 
that the Samson’s Spccwtl rarietj is not at all groivn m America 
to any appreciable extent and that Gold Dollar, Bonanza, Fjrpmto 
Bright Leaf and Tellov. Sammolh are the most common varieties 
Other varieties of cigarette leaf grown to a smaller extent are 
Jamaica Wrapper, Cash and While Stem la fact it appears to be 
difBeult even to get the seed of Harrison’s Special which is reported 
0 ^ some of the American seed suppliers as too coarse to produce 
a fine type of cigarette leaf under American conditions One 
of the Extension Tobacco Specialists of the United States Depart 
ment of Agriculture who has bad some espenence of Indian condi 
fions reports that the Bonanza vauet} is the nearest approach to 
the Samson’s /Special and that it will be difficult to distinguish 
Aese two varieties under field conditions He further says that 
Gold DolJar is by far the most popular lariety grown in America 
as it cures more easilv than other saneties and produces leaf of a 
very fine texture and quality, and that it might also suit Indian 
conditions 

It will be therefore desirable to try, under conditions prevail 
jug in the different cigarette tobacco producing areas of India, at 
least the seed of the Bonanza and Gold Dollar varieties 

Atoost all the growers of indigenous varieties of tobacco pro 
cluee their own seed for raismg seedlings They lea\e some plants 
^topped and the pods when mature are collected, dried and stored 
In Bombay, the usual practice is to allow the ratoon crop to mature 
and bear seed Owing to reasons such as heavy showers just after 
sowing Seed, mseet attack, disease, etc , a grower may fall short of 
seedlings at the time of plantmg In such a case he generally pro 
^es seedlings from neighbours, friends or relations, usually free 
Generally the growers are not very particular about the selection 
of plants for raising seed and this is possiblv due to their belief 
that the quality of the leaf depends entirely on the nature of soil 
and cnltivation 

It appears that only in the Charotar area, extensive efforts were 
made by the Bombay Department of Agriculture to distribute the 
seeds of improved selections G- 6 P 45 and P 28 which are 
reported to cover about four fifths of the btd\ tobacco area in Kaira 
district In Bihar attempts were made to distribute Virginia 
tobacco «5eeds of H 142 H 177, Adcock and Samson’s Special, hut 
^thont any appreciable results 

D— Trade associations 

Mention has already been made of the market operators' asso- 
ciations m Nipani Sangh and Jayasingpur These appear to be 
tie only three places in the whole of India and Burma where there 
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exist trade aisociatioiis orgaiused bj merchants m the tobacco 
trade The Merchants’ League established m 1919 at Nipam has 
fixed the units of sale, rates of commission other miscellaneous 
charges and deductions m weight Bates of discount for immediate 
paxment and interest rates on oxerdues, are also fixed, while the 
rulea of tlie League stipulate that no member of the League may 
deal with anj person who has not cleared his accounts with anqther 
member oi the League The Merchants’ Association established m 
1933 at Jajsingpur also works on similar lines as that at Nipam 
The rules made bj the Sangli Chamber of Commerce stipulate the 
time of opening and closing of the market place, the order and units 
of sales, conditions of sale, commission and other charges, deductions 
in weight and rates of discount and interest charges 

The Indian Tobacco Association at Guntur to which a refer 
tnee has been made m the chapter on Classification, Grading and 
btandardisation, concerns itself mainly with the introduction of 
standard grades for cigarette leaf, and the issue of periodical 
bulletins and leaflets giving information on market intelligence, 
cultuation, curing and grading 

E — Marketing of tobacco m other countnes 
(1) pRODUClNO COUNTRIES 

fo) X/mUd States o/ America — About one third of the total 
quantity of unmanufactured tobacco which enters into inter 
national trade is supplied by the United States of America The 
United States trade in unmanutactured tobacco is highly organised 
Statutory standard grades for all types of tobacco are prescribed 
All warehouses and warehousemen are licensed and controlled under 
the Hegulations for Warehousemen Storing Tobacco ’ made by 
the Secretary of Agriculture under authority of the United States 
Warehouse Act A tobacco inspection, market nevts and demonatra 
tion senice has been established The inspection senice under 
takes inspection and certification of the grade on tobacco, before 
sale at auction markets Packed tobacco vs also inspected and the 
grade certified upon application by interested parties Prior to 
1936 a small fee was charged for this service which is now given 
free to growers During the years 1931 to 1935 108 to 186 million 
lb of farmers tobacco were sold annually under standard and 
certified grades at auction markets Under the demonstration ser 
vice tile tobacco growers are acquainted with the objects of the 
inspection and market news services and how these services can be 
best used The market news service consists of issuing daily and 
weekly price reports prepared from the price data secured at fne 
auction warehouses 

The marketing method most extensively followed is the auction 
warehouse system winch prevails throughout the flue cured, Burley, 
dark air cured and fire cured areas Before bringing the tobacco 
to the auction warehouse market, the farmers sort the leaf on the 
farm according to quality and tic it into hands containing 5 to 20 
leaves On receipt at the warehouse the leaf is arranged for sale 
on flat baskets placed m roWs on the floors of the auction sales 
rooms Each lot or basket is then weighed and a warehouse ticket 
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^ placed on the lot The tacUt 

the number of pounds of A ^j^gation Space is provided 

mformation for the sj-mbol of the 

on the ticket for the name It also has space 

buyer and the price at which ^he t ~ States federal grades 

in the upper right hand corner for service exists Imme 

m markets where the Go\ernment msp jpspector carefully 

diately before the auction .i,. tj^^et m the space pro 

examines the different lots and ^^cribes the tobacco m the 

Tided, the federal grade that correctly d lot, the 

lot and signs his initial AVhen the of all parties con 

grade of the lot is announced '^1 recording clerks, passes 

cemed The auctioneer, followed by 

rapidly from one lot to another them for bidding 

row draw out hands of tobacco and m P 

Sales are made at a rapid speed ^ot uncommon 

although sales of 3oO to 400 offered, which he has 

Unless the grower refuses to accept the p account of the 

the privilege of doing, the warehouse Realised after 

tclacM sold and g.ses him » ^orehonsmg, samptog 

aedueting market expenses !^e w^gmuo. and dis 

and selling commission So efBciently * f desires 

b^ng operations organised that the ^ requirements 

obtain payment almost snare on a single floor and 

of an auction warehouse are ample floor sp 

uniformitv of lighting -etom 

Another method of marketing is ^Unde/tMs method 

followed largelj m the case farms and then con 

the tobacco is first packed m hogsheads on t , , hogsheads, 

ngned to a broker or warehouse Samples are ^jrom 

dialed and displayed hr the hroler or the ™ displayed All 

Buyers make sealed bids on ibe basis of t hi'^hest bidder 

the bids ate opened at the '’“f “t preyaib o°nly at Balti- 
receives the tobacco This method o£ seum^ p ^ 

mote, the sole mathet for the southern Maryland W bajc ^ 

The method of selling on operating as 

tobacco producmg areas. Travelling ® manufacturers visit 

independent dealers or representing * , . may be made by 

the tobacco growers and effect sales some time durmg the 

entering mto contracts with the tobacco is harvested and 

growing season or by negotiations price for all the 

cured Such transactions may be made portion of the 

grades or more commonly, at two prices , upon and another 

crop uhieh grades at or above the standard agreed P 
for tobacco of lower qualitv establish 

„ Various attempts have hi*u “ prod'ucers The under 

pools” for CO operative sale hy t „ark°tinc' association is the 
lying principle of a co operative p vg possible to set up ^ 

banding together of growers so pooling and grading 

compact business organisation for r« o/for storing for sale at 
tobacco produced bv the member gro 
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a future dale when marketii^ conditions become more fa\oirable 
Ihere appeal to be onlj h\e cooperatne societies of importance at 
present m operation The Northern iscousm Co operative Tobacco 
Pool organised in 1J22 and operating in a cigar leat producing area 
has a little o\er i oOO members This organisation provides for 
federal grading ot all tobacco recened from its member growers 
through cooperation with the United States Department of Agricul 
ture and Wisconsin Department of Farms and Markets -AH 
packing and warehousing seniees are rendered bj the association 
which also arranges for the sale of tobacco for its members Pro- 
ducers aie paid, bj pooling the receipts from the sale of each grade 
for the entire crop each grower recening the same price for tobacco 
ol a given quality produced within the jear Large stocks are held 
hi the association, sometimes tor as long as two or three years and a 
financing plan has been developed whereby cash advances are given 
to the producers agamst stocks of tobacco Three other co operative 
marketing associations operate m Ixentucky and Tennessee, mostly 
dealing with dark fired tobaccos The Maryland Tobacco Growers’ 
-Association organised m 1907 and having a membership of more 
than 5 000 growers functions substantially as co operative brokerage 
agency on the Baltimore market Some of these cooperative asso 
ciations have helped to mamtaui prices m the open competitive 
markets but where they have resulted in bolding up supplies for a 
prolonged period they have either failed or only achieved partial 
success ^here serious failures have resulted tlev have usually 
been due to several causes of which three are important t«» (*) all 
farmers not joining the movement the buyers were able to satisfy 
much of their requirements outside the co operative pool so that the 
pool was left with large unsold slocks at the end of tl e season (ii) no 
agreement could be reached among the growers to limit cultivation 
sufficiently tor the following crop to prevent competition betwe“n 
the new ciop and the stock left o'er from the previous year and at 
times stocks had to be earned by the pools for a period of even 
three years and (m) a point came at which banks declined to finance 
the stock with the result that the cooperative pools were forced to 
«eD at the best prices obtainable 

The important tobacco markets particularly m Virginia 
have organised tobacco boards of trade for the purposes of encourag 
mg promoting and regulating sales and trade m leaf tobacco The 
members of this board of trade are usually the operators of the auction 
warehouses and the buyers on the market These tobacco boards 
appoint their own officers from among their members who ore 
ftj ea/orcw pc'sp^r okrerrsBeo oS .elJ -rides re^gulations and 
bye laws and to punish offenders by such fines or penalties as the 
majority of members may determine to impose These boards cus 
tomarily regulate the sales rapidity of '=ales the tune at which the 
sales are to start and stop the time when payment for tobacco shall 
be made by buyers the inspection and weighing of trucks of tobacco 
and the fillmg m of weekly and monthly reports gmng the number of 
pounds of tobacco sold by each war^ouse and the average price 
received They also impose fines on the members found guilty of 
breaking the rules prohibit the purchase of tobacco by any one not a 
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member of the boord of trade and assmt p enters 
dispates tetach may ari«e bettveen them and the 

of trade The tobacco boards of trade hare rendered vataable ser 
race by brmgmg the buyers and mSkets, 

respect of sales, settlmg of disputes and hu ° ^ i „„ tbem 

thoagh the tobacco growers hare not jet been represented on them 

Between 1927 and 1930, the production of "f'n 

States mereased by orcr 36 per cent inthout a correspondm ns^i^ 

the domestic and foreign demand ““^'^bese difficulties 

continuous decline m price and nse m stocks 

’ivere, however, not confined to tobacco growew alo^ „„c 5 Pd m May 

to help farmers the, Agricultural Adjustment Act P _-,„gg of 

1933 The mam object of this Act was to secure a 
farm products and thus restore the purchasing 
So far as tobacco was concerned, a programme was , ^ n 
jhe premsion of the Act to oh, am — u m — f 
bv tfcbtnctmg current and future crops ibe t^ P 
definite contracts with growers and the offer of Tiroduction 

other payments to them m consideration of tbeir j a 

m 1934 and 1935 Funds for this purpose at the 

• processmg tax " unposed with effect >=' Vow 
late of 4 2 cents per lb (farm sales weight) once was 

to respond to the Action taken In 1932 the average fam price wa 
105 cents per lb , which m 19^ rose to 21 3 cent P __ taxes 
ary 1936, however, the Supreme Court declared ^^5 JV a x.i® .fter 
and contracts with growers as unconstitutional the 

this ruling the Sod Consertaf.on Act was amended o ass^t ^tne 
farmers and to give them practically the Mine P“ » . . p^y 
intended to be given under the Agnculiural „jnjQg 3 •^fere 

ments to groovers under the soil conservation programmes 
smaller than under the Agricultural Adjustment Act 
The new AgncuUurat Adjustment Act 
TOiitmuing the soil conservation P^oS^amme .. ^rheat com 
to stabilise supplies of five major commodit ip^els for the five 
tobacco and nee The act aims at ctrtam ^^PP J nercentages above 
commodities These levels are established in domestic 

Mmal supply, aud m most cases are thejumjf 
®nd export requirements due arrangements ~ vrhen the first 
overs As a result of experience 6®“®^ f'^jVtpniots are now being 
yr^dtural Adjustment Act was *!! rtroduction eonsnmp 

|nade to maintain an economic balance between p Agncnltural 

and demand under the provisions of ^he ne 
Adjustment Act and sod conservation programm m 

„ (h) Canadc—Bnlk of the eo™“®*‘®*®Vifp^osrcommon method 

anada is located m Ontario and Quebec ^ hnvmg ” svstem. In 
IS what is known as the being graded and 

addition a smaU portion of the crop is soW ?“ maintain a staff 
g'ta TTnder & bambuymg Se curmg and after 

M fieldmeu who mspect the crop in the heia fann and 

b«m; ^ marlet opens the hw „ ^ccept- 

ererage price per pound for ‘be crop 



3G8 


aole, the grower signs a contract with the buyer and awaits instruc- 
lions as to stripping and delivery of the crop Payment is made on 
the basis of weight when delivered at the packing house This bam- 
bujin^ system is considered by some as unsatisfactory, yet both the 
producers and domestic buyers appear loath to abandon it Most of 
the dark tobaccos are grown under contract with the buyers In 
Quebec, part of the crop is marketed through co-operative assdeia 
tions 


Marketing of flue-cured leaf m Ontario is under the control of a 
marketing association, the membership of which is made up of pro- 
ducers and buyers Each year, before buying commences, all crops 
are appraised as to their relative value A joint committee upon 
which producers and buyers have equal representatiou then n^o- 
bates a minimum average price for the entire crop, and fises a date 
for the commencement of buying operations Actual purchases of 
mdividnal crops are not controlled except that the buying com- 
panies, all of which are licensed by the assoeiabon, must purchase 
only from licensed growers unless authorised by the association to do 
otherwise A measure of acreage control is associated with the 
scheme The Burley crop is marketed under a similar plan 


(c) Southern Rhodesta — The system of marketing adopted u* 
Southern Rhodesia has changed from time to time and the methods 
have mcluded sale by auction private treaty, sealed tender and 
contract In 1910, the anction system was introduced because 
sales by private treatv had given disappointing results Due to a 
disagreement between «ellers and buyers auction sales were subse 
quench disecilinued in 1914 After the failure of the auction 
p stem the Rhodesian Tobacco Couperatne Society was registered 
L warehousing and marketing of tobacco Up to 

ISIS this society marketed tobacco under contract with two leading 
manjfaaj»in,r firms in the Union of South Africa In 1921 tie 
society was placed m loluntary liquidation and its assets and liabi 
V ^ T Rhodesian Tobacco Warehouse and 

^iport Co , Ltd The new companv was composed of members of 
tne old societv and conducted its business more or less on the same 
, .V company exported a fairly large quantity of 

Ira J 'lif ‘■id in 1927 alloired their own con 

loSir tl? “i P™’ ''fc’cun buweri to lapse It institnted sales 
'>)' pcimte treaty In 1928 the 
diatelo was re introdueed bat discontmaed almost imme- 

rko iL TV “ mai’l'lins ot Sontbem Rhodesian Tobacco 

“ndthe latkr” ™ alterations in 1930 

of a onota It o i, ’’’ an import duty on tobacco in escess 

tobk™ wbl a million lb ot Virgmian and 4 million lb ot Tnrk.sh 
Tobaero Rolrd ‘'"'1' Tim Sontbem Rhodesian 

Tobacco Board was formed to atomnster th„ qnota 

has bilm mlen't? ''=*'*“11 Art. 1936 of Sontbem Rhodesia which 
tore and T “Pcalim. ''ests the Minister ot Agncnl 

Irlohlcco TlrM. "I™?" l>™“a to reqnlate the sale and etport 
consists of SI- mo ^^ar s porwem are exercised by a board which 
consists o SI . members representmg the public sermee, the growers 
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and the buyers All buj ers o£ ''C^oard^dso gran« 

fiomthe board which are ”may deem suitable {or th 

one year licenses to such pr may from tune to tune 

^e of tobacco by auction charses A- “ 

lariS for ireighms, selling and ^ any other 

permitted to be sold or bartered -uction floors, nor can a y 
maimer than by auction on bce^d urposes of the Ac^iJ 

tobacco which IS not tobacco as deted I with the per^ 

offered for sale on any licensed au^ ^aUowed to use tef ‘he Pu^ 

Sion of the board tobacco produced m Southern 

poses of manufacture or s^^d auction floors 

Rhodesia Unless purchased on allowed Ins sales 

Every year, each registered grower protected markets 

quota m the tobacco requirements o export any tobacco 

for the season Xo pei^on ^!^,on issued under the auth^ 

from the colony except under P.^fT^^ers with the approval of 

rity of the ilmister The ^ra^tion floor owners and 

the ilmister to require require regarding their 

buyers, to snppl} such -d acceptable but the allocation 

operations The auction system p nii<»ht produce and mig 

to mdmduaU of the quantity wbmU of 1937 abolished 

sell gave rise to dissatisfaction “ . the^crower might sell 

.nrec.nc,ionccu.hefluan...y«f.«hc«o « 

(d) Dniim ot ■So.ifh, A^cu-Ih an 

organised into producers African cooperative movement 

element of compulsion m the South produemg al 

■When three-fourths of the pwducere agricultural produc^ 

together at least three fourths of any P society can, m 

ate members of a co-operative j^ove the 

accordance with the Co operative Sw y ^l^ether members of the 

to order, that all producers in tu*t ’ ^ through the society 

society ot not, must deliver their crop rvarehouses where th 

The co-operative societies rrj,e tales are handled 

tobacco IS received, graded and baled debited with the cost ot 

dually and the owners of respective ^ the co-operative 

handling Tobacco is sold according _ ° -„tl^e Tobacco Company 
societies are associated in the Central C P 

which regulates prices at which leaf 7 surplus stocks of th 

turers and controls selling of the ^^ole of the^s^^^P centraUsed 

membeis, available for export Thus a P tte time of deli 

selling, combined with that of giving anticipated market 

^ery of hn. crop, an advance ® a Control Board as the 

has been established An Act of l93o ^^ulations that might 

mam administrative body to carry out may uidude 

be laid down by the ilmister ^ manufacture or sale of 

gradmg and standardisation, P^’hib'tion of considered to 

tobacco below a specified quality ana o “ 

prove beneficial to the industry genera 7 Southern Rhodesia, 

(e) Ayosaland— FoUoWing the esampto ^^ou^ ^ ^ ^n 

the Nyasaland Protectorate has now a° P Tohacco ilarketiu- 

trol for *i>c marketmg of tohaeoo under tne 
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Ordinance enacted m December 1937 For the present, this Orifa 
nance applies onlj to flue cured tobacco PrOTision has been made 
to set up a Tobacco Control Board consisting of officials and non 
officials ^elected from among the growers buj ers and e^orters. The 
Board is empowered to register growers license buyers and auction 
floors control the procedure on the auction floors, fis the masunum 
charges for weighing and selling on the auction floors and CTcn to 
determine the minimum selling prices The Board has al'o got 
power to establish and control a tobacco pool to which cTcrr grower 
Is to contribute all his tobacco that is not required for the local 
market or for export under permit or is not sold on an auction floor 


\o grower is allowed to produce flue cured tobacco unless rois- 
tered with the Board in accordance with the prot isions of Tobacco 
Alarketmg Ordinance Flue cured tobacco and an\ other tvpe to 
which the Ordin inee maj be applied by notification, can be onlv told 
by auction on a licensed auction floor No person is allowed to pur 
chase tobacco unless dnlv licensed Growers are permitted to retain 
a certain pereeutase of produce for home consumption whd* the 
export IS restricted by quota certificates and export permits 

(/) Japan — A tobacco monopoh law is in operation in Japs® 
trom 1898 In July 1904 a revised tobac£g law was enacted which 
extended the monopolr control over manufacture and sales Private 
1> owned factories were taken o%er by the Government, additional 
factories constructed and the entire industry managed bv the mono- 
poly Sales by the monopoly were made to licensed wholesalers who 
in turn sold to licensed retailers In 1931 the wholesale system 
was abolished and the monopoly estab]i<hed its own marketing 
organisation delivering tobacco directly from the monopoly to 
licensed retaUers At present the monopolv has complete control 
oyer aU aspects of the tobacco mdustry from the time the seeds are 
plant‘d until the finished goods reach the consumers. The cultira 
V tobacco is permitted onlv to licensed growers and controlled 
y tee monopoly The monopolv guarantees a per acre return on 
tobacco for each grower All operations jn the cultivation of tobacco 
are regulated and the methods of harvesting and curing are lai“ 
After curing the tobacco leaf must be carefullv graded and 
tied into hands in a prescribed manner even the material that may 
be used for wrapping and tvmg the bundles is prescribed Tobacco 
inspectors are employed to see that aU the monopoly rules and re^ 
lations are earned out The farmers' crop can onlv be ^Id to the 
monopoly If any grower fails to follow the specified mstmction^ 
cancelled If bis tobacco leaf is not graded 
and packed according to the monopoly regulations it is not pnrebased 
properly graded and padded After the tobacco 
reaches the monopoly it remains m its possession nntil sold m the 
^rm of retail tobacco prodnets or exported as leaf Ke-drym" 
Etorinf manufacture sale to retailers and export are all carried out 
bv the monopoly 

Japanese tobacco monopolv has no purchasing organisation m 
India and prefers to leave the exports of Indian tobacco to Japan 
commercial interests Consequently the monopolv has no repre- 
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stEtative to check consignmenlii Ind ooiisequcntly, 

are made m J-P™ „£ gc.tmg 

the exporter from Into has e ^ though such occasions 
meat rejected and „„ Ihe annual requirements of 

estremely fciv Before “'f ‘”"^^t “tl« ,7el 

foreign tohacco the icn submits its own 

cciintry and related territories ^d then offlc.aUy 

of requirements The funds a position to notify 

sanctioned and tte monopo y Seotember every y^^ 

requirements bj about ‘>‘P “« cigarette tobacco 

eSlamed in Chapter S, “>« for the market m Aprd 

exported from India to Japan G^iutur (Iladras) 

Z May so that the oaporte^ to™ the bope of 

purchase leaf from the groweij dur.n„^ ^ ^ „£ ehauM 

gettmg orders in September an , j difficult to -„rette 

It IS apparent that it « ““''’‘?®ultiiat.on of country ^ 

Japanese demand for the cxtens ypder tins type of , ^ 

tobacco m India In £act, tb floe cured ^ 

largely declining m but more particula y 

due to the uncertaintj of tbe - xjje Virginia leaf 

o^ing to tbe better prices realized for tue 


COSStJMINa COtTNTBIES. 


(2) UONSU^ii"’ 

. irade m unmanu* 

The strongest current of mtetononalei^^P^ 

factured tobacco is towards E P of tobacco ^ean 

Europe are the most important ^ g^o industry the P n 
point of new of control (.) countries 

countries may be divided into t , yjgd by a tPPP°PP^^Vrntled 
aspeets of t4acco industry are control cd y ^^g con roM 

comtnes where only some P'>“f „r other re^la W 

through "cartels”, Government ^P«g7gfwb„ lexi import duties 
measures, and (in) non monopoly 

and excise taxes > v„+v,pr 


1 excise taxes erdom Nether 

The non monopoly "k ‘^oSe,^ Trt 

lands, Finland, Norway, Dcnma , gaitic States the 

Belgium In Germany, Portugal the are sub 

no actual monopolies but c^tain phases ^ n,onopolistic na^« 
jected to Government or other re^ giveden ^ itroslavia, 

The monopoly countries are Fran _ -^g Bulgaria T ^ 


Turkey and the USSR Sweden wneic 

ernment monopolies except m ^ company under c 

are rented or conceded to some private c H 
-ditions. The monopolv determm« the delivered to the 

quantity to be marketed The tot’a‘=«°.J^gre State surplus 

poly yrhicb fixes the growers P"®®? , .j-op and exports th® P d 

the Government nsnaUybuvs the whdec^ Govern en^ an 

>f any Generally the facton® ar® at prices fised bv 

manufactured products are ‘‘old bv 

State 
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(o) I nued Kingdonx . — The United Kingdom is the world’s 
largest ^ ugle importer of unmanafactured tobacco which is im 
ported m two ways (») between 70 to 80 per cent of the imported 
leaf IS purchased in the country of production by one of the world’s 
largest tobacco combines the Imperial Tobacco Co (of Great Britain 
and Ireland), Ltd on behalf of its constituents, and (ti) the 
remainder of the imports passes through the hands of merchants 
brokers and dealers before reaching the manufacturer 

The Imperial Tobacco Co (of Great Britain and Ireland) holds 
dominant position controlling abont three fourths to four fifths of 
the tobaeeo mdustrs m Britain This company was formed m 1901 
to resist an attempt then made on Britain’s tobacco industry by a 
powerful association of American manufacturers It took over the 
business of several firms from tune to time and now controls the 
activities of over a dozen and a half firms The constituent firms 
retain their entitle* within the combination but m the matter of 
purchase of lo*if the eompmv acts as a single unit The company* 
activities now embrace all the branches of the industry snch as 
supplj of seed and seedlings buying and grading the leaf m 
accordance with the requirements of constituent firms, re-diymg 
packing transport warehousing manufacture and distribution to 
wholesalers and retailers The onlv branches not yet covered by 
the company are actual growing of tobacco and selling to coustimers 
The company has got its own factories reconditioning plants and 
warehouses in various countries including India 

The manufacturing firms who have not joined the Impen^ 
Tobacco Co purchase their supplies for the most part in the Unitw 
Kingdom On arrival m the United Kingdom the tobacco paca 
ages are removed from the ship s side to the bonded warehouse 
under Customs supervision and it is usual to have the paeka''e5 
weighed there as soon as possible after receipt The Customs regula 
tions require that all importations of tobacco should be weighed net 
w ithin a specified period after the date of receipt m the bonded ware- 
house The Customs officials are verv particular about the weigh 
as import dutv is collected on the basts of net weight of tobacco A 
4 lb sample is taken from each package hogshead or bale hv exp^^* 
enced warehouse officials at the time of inspection and weighing an 
all sales are conducted on the basis of these samples Sale bv lusps® 
tion and sample is therefore the rule and no business is conducted on 
the basis of standard description of tvpe and qualitv The trade 
appears to be satisfied with this method the general view being test 
requirements of manufacturers vary to such an extent as to mahe ' 
necessan for each manufacturer to see the actual sample before buy 
ing It is however of utmost importance that all leaf m a package 
should conform to the sample and be as uniform as possible m ‘ * 
consignment offered fOr sale It is m this respect that the leal 
imported from America and also recently from Canada and Rhode''* 
has succeeded m estahlishmw » good renntation amon" raanuiac 
turers It is al«ro m this respect that complaints about Indian tobacco 
are mo't common and in con'eauence the general price level f 
Indian tobaccos in the Fnglish market has been up to now lower 
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^«T,+riP 5 The mam defect 

ment offered tor sale m price for Indian leaf to sale, 

rtv Indim leaf should not 1™* eneouragement to sen^ 

teL Bnreismnst “ ,grl.anaard grades and hy qno^ 

by pnrehasmg ”” ;''%^f^,gteBt grades .nstead of a dat rate 
differential prices for the ditterem b 

present Hnited Kingdom obtam 

Large manofaeturlng or through the Indian 

their supplies of 'litd^ India ’^Kingdom 

leaf Tohaeeo Derelopmert Co wq on eon 

portion of the Indian leaf as Indian exporters , 

Set IS shipped not '■I /X ^h London or Liverpool brokers 
sigumeut basis to he sold tlirongu 

and leaf merchants , . is not organised 

An tohaeeos are sold pnvately nn4^>^= There a« 

in the same- w^ay as for many ibAre re^nlar exchanges 

“cogLeu auction sales o®*-. The tobacco section ofjbe 

markets or standard forms o control any ^terest 

London Chamber of discuss matters -Jder is 

tion Its mam function being tc) ^ gg^ted a deliW 
like duties la^vs etc After he ^le ^ the buyer 

usually handed orer bj the s removing from tbe bo import 
i“an" hf rTqnires tohaeoo after the paymen 

IS claimed that in 

It takes some time -which may ^ j for the tvpe of t 
depending on the keenness of demanu 

for sale France is controlled / 

m France -The tobarc^n^^^t^d „ 1730 The mo^yo J 
a state monopolv srbicb smce then except tor 

has been in continuous oP"® ^ ijj^e mam otijcct at t _ ^ent. 
twenty ipuTs from 1791 to revenue of the Gf^^^poiy 

early organisation was to m ^^g income o 

This idea was enlarged m IK _ public deb 

has been used for the amortisa ^rnent restrictions and 

(cl acmnp-There .re ”21 

regnlatiors though the tobacco « ^^.j^tjons regardino P 
ban lied bj private companies 
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warehousing and numerous taxation laws are reported to have greatl7 
burdened the industry m recent years Imports of leaf are governed 
by the new German import control laws These laws allowed some 
latitude on the exchange requirements to buy tobacco leaf until 
September 1934 when tobacco was placed under a supervisory and 
control board and from the standpoint of importation it became a 
controlled commodity Tobacco production is under Government 
regulation and cigarette and smoking tobacco industries ate under 
cartel organisation for the past several years 

(d) Italy — A Government monopoly controls the production, 
warehousing manufacture and distribution of tobacco and tobacco 
])roduets in Italy All the leaf tobacco is inspected and that not 
coming up to the standards is destroyed Cultivation of tobacco is 
permitted only to authorised growers 

(e) Spain— The tobacco industry in Spam is controlled by a 
monopoly conceded since 1930 to a company which receives a stipu 
lated percentage of net profits for its services 
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FINAL INTEE CHAPTEE 

SUMMAET OF CONCLTISIONS AVD EECOAIME^ DATION S 

The animal value of the It 

IS somewhere anout 18 or 20 tjie total value 

factured tobacco products are export trade 

IS piohably nearer 40 or 50 ^ It -mil be 

alone IS worth about 1 cTOi e o^W^^ percentage of un 

appiecicited, theietore, tha * better raarheting 

provement m 

woidd mean a considerable adoin 
of producers 

Importance of quality , 

The general ^^"“UutTeTrice of second 



quauty is tne most nnality uot — ^ 

the marketing of tobacco „ t)ut ensures a wider 

suits m higher prices for p^ country and 

market for Indian tobacco boto 
abroad 

Co ntrol of quali ty eompebtive 

So f ai as tobacco is production of the 

forces are not enough to ensuie to 

light quahtj In most cases the g 

what use his tobacco will even ^ arette, cheroot, 

The respecbve qualitv are 

cigai, &idz /«ool« 7 i and chcwin^ producer J-de 

distmct and are not known Indian tobacco can- 
problem of improving the qua i 
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not, theiefoie, be left to individual growers If the 
general level of quality is to be raised and maintained 
it can only be done by organised direction and control 

A step m tins direction has been taken by the orga 
nidation of the Indian Tobacco Association, which 
amongst other things seek^ to educate the giowei in the 
pioductiou ot the right quahty of cigarette leaf Vol 
imtary efforts of thi<5 kind, however, appeal to have 
then jiuutations both m icgard to the tune taken to 
attam their objective and as regards the area covered 
It is a question whether the provincial and State govern 
ment«, particulaily tho'e covering the five mam produc- 
ing areas, should not take immediate steps to secure more 
direct control ovei the qualitv of tobacco produced m 
their area 

Improved «=eed and scedlmgs 

Un^e'^s special precautions are taken to prevent 
cross fertilisation, the quahty of any particular variety 
rf toliarco detenorates di^tmctlv in a very short tune 
This IS «peciaUy trtie of good quality Virginia cigarette 
leaf, and m this case it is customary for fresh supplies 
of pure «eed to be regularlr imported from the TTmted 
States of America 

Some attempt is being made by provincial and State 
Governments to propagate pure seed on Government 
farms foi subsequent distribution to growers Mysore 
Slate has probably been most succe’^sful m these opera 
tions with regard to Virginia Cigarette tobacco but much 
nuap needs to be done bv the appropriate departments 
to •naintain the pu^t^ of the seed and to orgam^c it** 
tlistnbution or the distribution of seedlmgs to all groi?’ 
01-5 m their areas This mav be done either dircit bv 
the Agricultural Departments or through co-operafc’ve 
or trade associations, but the problem is urgent. 
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Better harres tiiig and CTinng method jji ^jie 

Little progress has been ”o“or tte market, 

methods employed m ri„g barns haring mnltn 

In spite of the nnmhcr of ^ j remain mneh 

plied considerably, the me existing 

the same although it xronld “PP®“ rorement and the 

methods are susceptible “ ™ reduced considerably, 

time of curing capable of .,^ral Kesearch has 

The Imperial Coimcil of » flue-curing bams 

estahll-hcd a number of ^ needs to be done 

throughout the country but ““ £ the research 

to speed up-the practical apphenUon 

nf curing bams 

Apart from the fact that opern ^ r,f curing, 
are no? fully informed as ^co^hich they knoiv 

many of them deliberately manufacturing pnt 

is not suitabte or fit for exp . ^ some extent f olloiv 

poses. Owners of redrymg P bich is altogether too 
similar practices and process e 

low in quality. _ , . . +alfpu. 

It is a question whether^tep^^o^^^^ 
amongst other things, to control over their opera 

drying plants and exercise so ^eY handle o y 

tions, so as to ensure, for ^ a’ualitv suitable for the 
leaf of approved types and of a quality 

purpose for which it is in 
s tandard gra desaudmett;gfe^^ 

InditnTohaom by pntto? “tS." ’"Defective ^ 

duce which purports to be Ut. mixed along m 

of poor quality is cured =>«dpack^^ ^ „ 

good quality leaf in such » • tbe part of buye . 

competition and to disappointment on ^ 

Further, owing to the absence 
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grades of quality the comparison of price quotations 
ecoines impo'jsible and opens the way to malpractices 

It ^eeins e‘:sontiaI, if the quality of Indian tobaccos 
IS to be improved and maintained, that buyers and sellers, 
roni the growers onwards should be induced — or com 
pelled to adopt standaid grades and methods of 
packing 

So fai as cigaiette tobacco is concei-ned AGilARK 
grades foi Viigmia and countiT leaf, both flue cured and 
mm cured, have been pie-^cnbed under the Agricultural 
Produce (Giading and MaiUug) Act, and the Indian 
robaceo As'^ociation at Gimtim have made" themselves 
responsible tor prepanng seasonal standard samples of 
the various grades vluch are sent to the High Coininis- 
moner for India, London, for exhibition and distribution 
to the trade in England and othei countiies 

Hany of the exporters have adopted the AGMARK 
sys eni o grading and marking their goods but more 
needs to be done to ensure the widei adoption and moie 
general use of the prc^enbed giades It would appear 
that the piaetical adoption of mich grades might be 
ensured through a svsfem ot hcensmg buyeis and cui " 
mg bams already lefeiied to, and by the exercise of 
some conti ol over exports on the basis of standaid grades, 
partieularlv <50 fai as tobacco dispatched for sale on con 
signment abroad is concerned 

Establishment of regulated markets and auction floors 

Fiom the report it is cleai tliat there is an almost 
comiilete absence of tobacco maikets having a central 
and eonvement iilace \\lieie the growers can assemble 
their produce for sale as is customaiv in the ca'^e say of 
cotton 01 wheat The cstablisliment of regulated mar- 
kets at suitable centres, paiticularlv m the five main 
tobacco producing areas is, therefore, a matter for consi- 
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deration by the authonbes m those areas In estabhsh 
mg such maiLets it would be desiiable that the system o 
sale by open auction on the floor of the “ be 

introduced and that growei s should he induced to sort on 
then leaf and offer their tobacco for sale on the basis of 
standard grades This m itself would act as a rtrong 
force in educating growers to improve the quali^ ot 
their leat since thei would be able to compare at once 
their puces with ttose obtained bv other growers who had 
adopted bettei iFetliod‘=^ 

The establishment of regulated markets for tobaao 

v.uld make It possible to lutioduce a 

news seiTice with regard to supplies an pi^c 

1 tom ation of buyers and sclleis It won ^ 

possible in such eases to reduce tbe amount ^ mail^t 

charges which arc at present scandalous y g 

parts 

I* tproved price returns 

At present the giowei gets only about 40 
of tbe pTice realised for lus Virgima ^ 

in the tJmted Kingdom, and only about 30 ^ 

of tbe price seemed foi sun cured 
IS eTidint, therefore, that there is 
unpioiuig tbe price returns to glowers ? 
costs of disbibution Attention may c , i jjj 
a few of the leading points at which some reduction m 

Oistiibution costs is possible 
- Stoiage losses for example on account of damage^by 
insects alone are esbmated at about Es country 

annum Some use has alreadv been ml 

i;“e- — d^i It ™eb more ne^ds to be 

tlbIurac=abor^^^^^^^ 
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would make it possible for lenders to advance money on 
tobacco mth satetj At present the joint stock banks 
do very little business of this kind, and the amount of 
business done by the shiofEs is also very small At least 
one successful attempt on co operative lines has been 
made and the lesson is worthy of study by co-operative 
departments in other aieas 

The numerous and often incomprehensible systems 
of weights provide much scope for exploiting ilhterate 
produceis and stand in the way of the development of 
trade and maiket news seivice Immediate action is, 
therefore, needed to adopt standard weights applicable 
to the whole country The types of scales used m the 
wholesale and retail trade also require urgent attention 

The incidence ot octioi duties le\ued by certain 
mumcipalities is so heavj as to lead to the diversion of 
trade and higher costs of distribution Maiket charges, 
particularly in kind, and in the form of weight deductions 
are, as a rule very high and their legulation is called for 
It IS observed that the incidence of railway freight on 
raw and manufactured tobacco is relatively much higher 
than on the more valuable manufactuied products, and 
it is for consideration whethci some re adiustment is not 
possible 

Although the seasonal fluctuation in the puces of 
tobacco of different kmds seems very high, tobacco 
does not appear to suffer m tlie same way as other crops 
from a depression at harvest time 'The reverse seems 
to be the case since prices are at their best immediately 
aftei Harvest This is laigely owing to the fact that the 
quality of the earlier pickings is better than that of the 
late Buyers aie anxiou* to take delnery as soon as 
possible alter harvest and any proposal to introduce co 
operative marketing on the part of the growers would 
have to take into account the danger of holding back the 
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crop unless at the same tune 'very effective steps were 
taken to ensure that the storage was of such a ^ai-acter 
that the quality unproved rather than deterioiated i 
general, if the tobacco is properly stored there sho^ , 
m fact, he an unpiovement rather than a detenoration 
of quality up to a period of about two years 

In regard to prices generaUy the ™portance of 
stabilisation needs to be emphasised In view o 

that manufacturers of lugh quabty pro uc ® , 

cigarettes and cigars, as a rule, hold about o y 
stocks in band their requirements are fair ? 
steady Any large variation in the amoun o s pp 
piessed on the raaiket by growers, is ^ere ^ . 

result in -very much reduced puces The pres , 

relatively small quantity of unsold tobacco floating roun 
the market has a very depie^-ing effect ^ 

'season advances It would appear desira e 
that e-very inducement should be ^ LaYihricf 

enter into coutiacts with growcis at the tune o ^ 
in order to ensme a leady market for all e gr 
produce at harvest tune 

Improved distribution of tobac co products 

The use of certain constituents for 
of the products is admissible, but and 

monlv adulteiated with '^nd, eaith, co on 
itherimdesiiable things Chewing 
are also subject to adulteration Some 
.arv to puti stop to the grosy lo^s 
It would not seem possible to deal chewing 

defining standard grades for say, fmo n > „„(! The 

tohaeeos as the practice is 
use of the Agncnltural Fioduce (Giadmg a 
Act in connection with those products 
apparently be of value to maiinfactiireis m =o 
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many consumers of chewing tobacco, for example, pre 
fer to use pure leaf lather than the manufactured article 
of unknown composition The question of standardismg 
and marking the bettor qualities is, theiefore, a matter 
for considciation b} the trade 

Tiade marks and othei distinguishing maiks are 
freelj c ipicd ana the widespread misuse of trade marks 
IS an almsc cilling loi legal remcdi 

Apait fiom tlie‘=o defects in the trade it is apparently 
ooimnon ioi manutactuicrs to rc-^oi-t to all kinds of 
devicea — ‘‘ome of a questionable nature — to induce distn 
butors to stock and sell their particular products There 
IS room for the further expansion of the industnal manu 
facturc of tobacco pioducts in this country, but in order 
to ensure its development on sound lines it would seem 
desirable that theie should be more consultation among 
manufacturers with a view to regulating the distnbu 
tion of their products on a sound basis 

Certain provincial and State governments have 
adopted a svstem of chaiging licence fees from all tobacco 
traders and the majoiit> of Indian States levy import 
and export dutie®, or hav<* a system ot auctioning out the 
rights to tiade in tobacco and its products Municipali 
ties also in many ca®es levy heavy octroi duties on the 
tiade The effect of such restrictions and regulations 
has, m some ea^es, resulted in driving out the industry 
and it seems necessary to draw attention to the danger 
oi such local restnetions which are designed solely for 
revenue purpo^-es If, however, a licencing system for 
example, is comhmod with steps designed to control and 
improve the trade, particularly as regards quality, the 
system would appear to be advantageous to the industry 
lather than otherwise This would be the ca«e more es- 
pecially if an eqmtable ^tem of control on an all India 
basis could be arrived at 
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^eed tor closer study of local pioblems 

Each of the mam producmg areas has its own pioh 
lems distinct fiom those in othei areas In the (aimtim 
oisfrict of Madias, for example, the mam 
ensure the production of high grade flue cured 
cigarette leal, paiticulaily to meet the 
market, mamlv the United Kingdom irhich has rjiffly 
expanded in lecent years This calls oi s nc 
control and miolves the orgamsed distribution P 

‘■eed and seedling‘5, the establishment of reg^a e 

(auction floors), the adoption of sta^ard 
producers and others the licensmg of flue 'y™® ^ 

and redrymg plants, and the fostermg o ® ^ ^ 

voluntaiy eLrts on the part of trade or co opeiative 
associations 

In Bengal one oi the mam pioblems out rf 

the fact that the export trade to fo/f B? 
cigai and cheioot leaf has been steada v ^ ® 

theie appears, therefore, a ^ nf =!tandard 

to othei more suitable types The ques ° tynes of 
grading and marking of some of woi-th 

Bengal cheroot and hooTiOh tobacco 
considering 

In Bihai the j ^'^queSon whether 

purposes has been faUmg off and for Bihar 

steps ^onld not he taken marking 

Aewing tobacco thioughsyst^ g^^ establishment of 

This process might be atisisted y 
regulated maikets 

In Mrsore, the State has made 
m expandmg the area and ““P™™®, ^j^e and more 
cigarette leaf, but much established through 

effective control could probablv 
the licensing of flue cuimg bams 
tllOAB 
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In the Charotar and Xipam areas which concentrate 
largely on the production of bidi leaf, the establi'shment 
of regulated markets !•> called for and the possibihty of 
giading and marking the better qualities of hidi TniT - 
leqmrcs investigatioiL 


^piQ^enjent n ffiirial stati^-tifg 

two 'pefic^i of foba‘‘<'o tiz , Vicotiana Tabacum 
and \irrtian.. Ru-ti . are wrr ,]i tmrt ard the final 
product 1^ put to entiiclv diff< rent u c but no attempt 
a« *“0 ar been made to differentiate between the two 
speries in offiaal -tatKtic^ It is important that this 
should he done partirulaih on adoui t of the fact that 
the -0 Id trarif and tie , , ,, 

consists .ilmost eolciv of Niioti ma Tahirum Particulars 
regar^n-' the production and supiily of this tvpe are 
therefore uiiportant not oul for pioducus and others 
m 'liL, conntiT hut apo for bu'eis abroad 


Tile tvo botauical species are capable of further sub- 
division into commercial t^Tie accoiding to the purpose 
foi which the^ are to be u^cd , cigarette, cigar 
chcioot hidi chewing and JiooJah, and in regard to 
cigarette leaf a further sub-dm'sior of produrtion esti 
mates and foreea’ds is reqmied into flue cured and sun 
cured Vngima and country (Natw) respectively 


Until the estimated production and ‘uipplie-s ai 
classified on the Imc': indicated and until prices arc 
quoted on the basis of fho«e particular t3'pes, official 
stati'^tics will continue to have little or no commercial 
value 
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’ lobacco tnlhtpmtctpal eounlnttf^lbe wrJd 
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APPIENDDC n. 

> of iobaetotit lk»]nnap^eountne$efl\4 vorld 
(Million lb) 
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APPENDIX III 

Imporijf of vnmanv/acturfd lobaeco uUo the prtnetpal impcriing countries the itorld 
[UiUionlb] 


— 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

Average 
1930 34 

1936 

1936 

Empire eountries 









United Kingdom 

237 

104 

176 

211 

239 

211 

252 

271 

Austraba{a) 

20 

22 

16 

15 

12 

17 

17 

20 

Eire 

IS 

n 

7 

5 

19 

11 

11 

16 

Canada 

17 

14 

10 

10 

9 

12 

7 

3 

British Malaya 

8 

0 

4 

3 

3 

6 

3 

2 

Foreign countries 









Germany 

233 

154 

162 

174 

190 

163 

192 

192 

U S A (h) 

104 

95 

68 

73 

77 

S3 

85 

90 

Prance 

155 

111 

106 

86 

61 

104 

76 

66 

Netherlands 

70 

74 

71 

77 

65 

71 

61 

62 

Bp™ 

67 

C5 

83 

63 

40 

63 

.. 

(e) 

Belgium 

49 

60 

49 

44 

44 

47 

44 

41 

CzechosloTakia 

22 

23 

22 

30 

10 

21 

25 

20 

Poland 

3P 

20 

15 

19 

16 

22 

16 

14 

Chma 

129 

168 

83 

66 

66 

100 

18 

25 

Total 

1,162 

1007 

875 

866 1 

851 

950 

869 1 

821 


(a) YearsendiBg June 1930 

(fe) Importa for home consomptioii 

(e) Figures not yet avaijable 

t(See ‘Plantation Crops" Impeml Economic Committee london, 1637) 
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APPENDIX in-«weM 

Eiportat of unmanu/arfurei tobacco from the pnnapal exporting counInM / 


[Million lb 1 


— > 

1930 1 

1931 1 

933 1 

.933 |i 

1934 1 

li 1 

193a 

1936 

Empire cowitrus 









India (by sea) 

29 

25 

22 

28 

27 

26 

27 

29 

Boutbem Rtodesia 

7 

8 

13 

12 

21 

12 

18 

18 

byasilaad 

13 

11 

15 

10 

13 

12 

10 

13 

Cmda 

S 

7 

11 

14 

9 

9 

8 

10 

Northern Rhod«jii 

1 

1 

' 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 


foreign coitntnee 









PSA. 

580 ' 

524 

411 

439 

441 

479 

396 

4 9 

Greece 

108 

95 

78 

77 

82 

88 

111 

88 

betherlaadsE Indies 

177 

184 

164 

103 

94 

145 

108 

10 

Pr» 2 il 

84 

85 

64 

43 

67 

69 

72 

CJ 

®olgWa 

49 

54 

45 

50 

1 

49 

54 

44 

Turkey 

72 

49 

64 

57 

40 

56 

48 

55 

China 

16 

IS 

13 

21 

33 

20 

30 

38 

Tldbppaea 

46 

1 50 

59 

37 

29 

44 

41 

3'’ 

Cuba 

j K 

) 40 

, 36 

1 30 

1 27 

38 

31 

2J 

Total 

ji24; 

5 1 151 

1 99( 

( 927 

r 930 

. 1 048 

955 

950 
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(Thousand tons) 
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««) ^ ttjp »oJ iobatto 






of proiluclion {tn thouiand pounJe) e/dijft 
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rpWl Dfilu^ IniUo 



Esitmale of production (m tkou$a'id pounit) of different type* iff rav UAaeeo produe 
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I-IICVR 


Thayetmyo 
Kyaukpyu 
and Burma 
goncmlly 
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APPENDIX 

NlCOTUXl 


EahmaUsoJarta («« aeru) under d ^erent typu of tobacco groan 



Btdi 

Chewing 

Prov nee or 

State 

Beck 

Ground 

cored 

D stnete 

Rack 

rrocDi! 

Pt 

enr^ 

D etr eta. 

Bnluh Ind a 








1 Aeeus 








2. Bengal 

2. Bihar and Or eea 


4 590 


226 

774 

43 So** 


Bangpnr and 

JaJpaignn 

JlMtalarpur and 

4 Bombay 

5 C P and Bciai 

3 so 

119 751 

Ka ra, Belaaom 
Satara, .ftbmeda 
bad and Broach 

2 000 

10 2 2 

2 905 

10 000 

oes 

Kaira, Be!gaii» 

Satara and 

Enacb 

BUaepur 

6 tladraa 

7 pun »b 

8.8nd 

3 600 


Salem and K r 

28.266 

28 "66 

10 6« 

wara ud 

Bsldbaok 
Ooimbatore w 

eb nopolT Madura, 
KaUn a 5 Kasan 
and Ganjam 

SUP 

10 Coorg 


60 

Farnkbabad 

. 

1 861 


S Upnr Bara iaix 
Gorakhpur and 

Babra on. 

11 leuJ Bnt at 

Ind a 

6 760 

124,401 


308)1 

87 430 

21 36 


on 51a $ 








12 Batoda 

3 000 

20 023 

Banda Dt (Pet* 
M Taloka) 

2 000 

4 000 


Petlad Taloka. 

13 CooebBrbar 



Da 


200 


Coocb Bebar 

14. Deccan '^tatea 
and Kolhapur 

16. GujratindWI 
Statea 

16 NizamaDomi 

17 Eaabm r 

1600 

4 750 

33 374 

200 

18,046 

Sang] Uiraj and 
Kolbapnr 

B der Gnibaiga, 
UaliQObiMgar 
Oamanabad, etc 

1200 

6 232 

1300 

Sangl U raj and 

Kolhapur 

B der Gnlbergh 

Mahooboagai ete 

IS. Madraa States 
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19. Ujnore 

20 Punjab and S nd 
States 


12,025 

llyson and 

Hiasan 

9 887 



Tnmtnr Kolat 

and Cbitalding 

2L Totallodian 

9330 

91408 


13 118 

10,232 

1300 

- 

22 Totalinds 

15 100 

21a 869 


43 619 

97 632 

23 036 



23 Burma 


13,000 



5000 


- 
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iypf» oflolaceo groien m Indta and Surma ehtsfitd attordinf tothemclhodi 
(1934 35} 
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ToUtIBrUi'h Indi» 


403 
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dpouKdt) nf difftrtntfjpetf^rateUdMiccoMilndni tnd Iturmi claaa*ited 
(lP3i 3i) 
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Brtxvintu of production (,n thouMnd pounds) of d ffertnlljpeo of mu, tolaeto <n Mm and Durma clajnflfd accord. 





Filtmales of produrtton (>« Ihousapd yoiHuia) ofdxffereKi tjpt» tf 
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Total Indian States 


awi ptarlrltng <4 dtffcrtnt Igpo of 
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,(Madm) Do 1 Cheroot [August 
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Statement ahnw ng the normal perxoilfi of eowinj iraneplanltnj harveiting and martdnng of different I jpe$ of tobacoo grown in important areas of Ind a 
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\»g iAi ntmnal jicnaJt o/tomng Irttmjiinltnj, Aantslinf ami tmirMnig of Jtjfferent lypf of tobacco grown in unportant artat of India 


4M 






if tmporU of titaiianufaclnred lobaceo 


AID 
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oniMj/tzport aitdtrporl tradt by eta ihremgh the porttoftiriltth Indta and Burma tn unmanvfaetured tobacco and priecipnllobateo jToducIt. 
(Avtrkga for S yoar* ending 1934 30) 
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2 202 704 







1 70 050 37 22 407 
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) 037 . 38 * 


423 











\l PLVUJI. 

Vvfi Lji and imfO’1 L i vi 1/ old 

(b, 




f<Ktwid a nd m t t«fac^M%d (ibacea t&« ‘p<>rU 
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APPENDIX XX 




ports of d ffercnl 



LllCAB 


nvfacfured lobaeoofi om l*d 


432 






WCOlWlUMCZt Ul8M 
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APPFNDIX XXII 


Bialmenl thowing the expoHa <<{ ctQora from tke porU of different Indtem Provineta and 
Burma 

(Quantity m lb ) 


Y«m 

B*"'" 

tladra* 

Bomhaj 

Sind 


Total 

1025 26 

3 234 

75 279 

9363 

106 

316 127 

403,109 

1926-27 

60 

67 Ml 

II 311 

28 

212 176 

290 716 

1927 23 

142 

67 069 

7 396 

S 

206 890 

281 602 

1923.29 

62 

66 328 

6 490 


188 490 

260 370 

1929 90 

SO 

68 913 

6 026 

2 344 

203,291 

280 604 


706 

68 946 

7 917 

497 

225 195 

303 261 

1990.31 

60 

1 65 878 

3 385 


1 150 439 

219 762 

1931 32 

300 

41978 

^ 2 592 

1 616 

71045 

117 531 

1932 33 

7 395 

28 472 

4.171 

12 

49 897 

89 947 

193^31 

699 

24 149 

2 224 


37 316 

64 284 

1934-3 

2 967 

26 303 

3 498 


37 723 

70 491 

a™*. 

2 203 

37 356 

3174 

326 

69 284 

112,403 

1935 3S 

280 

18 692 

2658 


61 526 

73 358 

1936 37 


19 943 

8483 

1 938 

35 259 

59 623 

1937 33* 1 

11 

21 630 

4162 

- 

36,216 

62011 


*Pl«ra<aial 







nttt\naii’tn ^ expoili oj eujar» from IndtaaniBti 
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acturcd Toba 



* PronBioooJ 
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appE’^D'^ XXVI 
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APPKMOrX XXVItI 
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(In million lb) 
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117051 ll-IMO 105,210 117,815 121,011 128,708 111,115 

Tnjnl 140,813 140,210 140,110 IRS.W 1(11,008 174,200 182,300 



Average mcmikly wMeaaie prvtti ^ fine tartd Vtrginta cigarette tobacco 

(Pa maond) 
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nlry (Naitt) M/aeeo 
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ATPFNDIX XXXV 

4r^s'e ncrtWn fnttt cf eigar aid cJ erool iobaeeoi tn WaC Codavan 
(Per DiAurd ) 



' 1931 , 

1 193* 

1 

1 

1 1933 

1 

1 1934 

193o 

Areiage 


Ea 

4 P j 

! Rs A 

r 1 

1. 

4 

** 1 

1 Rs 

4 


Rg i 

^ 1 

Rx i T 

J.z:=arT 

1 ^ 

5 10 

25 12 

»! 

23 

s 

10 1 

11 

8 

4 

13 10 1 

20 9 1 

Te^-urr 

1 ^ 

a 10 

25 1“ 

9 j 

10 11 

2 j 

11 

8 

4 

15 2 

3 j 

17 15 0 

Hirth 

23 

0 10 

24 3 


1 10 11 

2 ' 

9 

0 

10 

15 4 10 

16 9 11 

i-ral 

23 

3 S 

23 13 

9 

u 

10 

1 j 

12 

6 

6 

^ 15 15 

5 

17 15 0 

>J1T 

iO 

3 10 

2o 8 

'1 

14 

5 

I 

12 

5 

6 

' 17 4 

5 

17 15 0 


!"» 

8 10 

"o 8 

1 

12 

o 

«i 

! 13 

7 

11 

IS I 

8 

17 15 0 

JbJt 

» 

% 10 

20 10 

‘I 

" 

8 

‘1 


10 

1 

18 1 

8 

1 16 6 ll 

Aercr* 

22 

3 * 

' 2 


II 

8 

4 

1- 

4 

9 1 

1 19 14 

7 

19 9 4 


21 

14 2 

2- 2 

5 

11 

8 

‘1 

17 

4 

& 

20 0 

1 

' 19 11 11 

Os*c'«T 

21 

14 2 

. 2 

5 

II 

8 

4 

' 17 

4 

5 

1 20 14 

4 

1 19 11 11 

XoreEbsi 

2S 13 2 

2S I" 

9 

1 9 

0 10 j 

111 

4 

5 

20 1 

2 

20 6 6 

Dspeibet 

” 

» 

2> 1’ 

9 

U 

5 

4 

17 

1 

4 

'1 

26 15 10 j 

22 6 1 
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ArPEUDi"^ , , 

t lobaeeo at Coe-jaada marlel 

ArtraQtKhdUsniepncaofcfiem 

(Per ian.nd ) 


19 12 0 24 8 0 I 23 U *> M 13 M ^ ^ 

“ * “ ' t 8 o'”S 0 0 « 0 0 28 6 0 

21 2 0 20 0 0 I I 21 13 0 1 “ ® " 

21 2 0 20 ^ 0 -‘I ° „ „ 0 22 1 0 U= ® 0 

20 6 0 21 8 0 21 I ^ ^ 0 27 0 0 

19 12 0 21 6 0 21 0 r,^ j „ 23 2 0 
19 12 0 21 0 0 , r, 0 0 22 1 0 

« " , 0 1 22 0 0 “ M 

I 19 12 0 I 21 11 0 0 21 11 0 ^ 

1 21 2 0 ! 21 “ * 1, e 0 21 0 0 I 

',21 2 o'|22 8 » “ "Ir L ' 
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APPENDIX XXXVII 

Prteei of lobaceo at Bttrtrhal Farm {Bangpur) 
(Price* from the local tale the farm proeetdt ) 




45 i 

Appia^Dit xKS■^ m 


Arerogs monthly uheluale pneeaoj Poola (Ce'/nmon) at Cdkatta 

* (ppt la\ui>d ) 



(330 j 

1351 

133 

1833 

mi 

1335 

1 im 

1937 


Hi. 1 


J 

Es K 



Re 4 

} F.. 

Rs, A. 

Jinoaiy 

I, 

0 

a 


6 12 

10 0 

6 8 

0 

) 6 

9 0 

J krnary 

JG 

0 



e, 

JO 0 

6 8 

7 0 

i 0 

8 0 

Msreli 

3G 

'’I 

7 

0 

.1 

9 9 


0 

’ » 

7 0 

ApnJ 

16 

0 

» 

"1 

0 1 

9 s| 

0 

0 

8 0 

8 0 


15 


10 

6 

6 r 

» 8 

0 

0 

7 8 

6 8 

Jbc» 

15 

0 1 

10 

« 

0 

9 8 1 

6 8 

0 

7 8 

5 8 

Jejy 

15 

»1 

6 

s 1 


9 S 

6 8 1 

0 

8 0 

7 20 

iS’Ut 

16 

0\ 

6 

6 

8 0 

9 6 

6 8 

a 8 

8 0 

12 

Sjpteiiib?? 


‘’I 

6 

8 j 

8 0 

0 6 1 

6 0 , 

6 8 

8 0 


October 

13 


6 

8 

8 0| 

9 8 

6 0 

6 8 

9 0 


^o»»mUT 


0 ' 

6 

*1 

8 0 1 

9 8 j 

6 0 

8 0 

8 8 


lieitabtt 


6 

6 13 I 

8 0 j 

« 8 

6 0 j 

8 0 

8 0 




ifoBlfitji pf lobtfto iJitt) «t rvgjir irengal) 
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APPENDIX XLI 

WuUy icholetalt pricM of \mportti Jati IBengal) tobacco •» Pangoon »» 1935-i6 
(Per mailed ) 


Manilla 

\ TCtchCkOD 

Green Siring ^ 

1 

K.l,. 

ShweUaok, 


Pa 

Rs 1 

P» 

Ra 

April 1 

)) 4 

10 s 

12 I 

20 5 

2 

11 4 

10 3 

I’ 1 

20 5 

3 1 

11 4 

10 4 

12 5 

20 5 

‘ 1 

n 4 

10 4 

12 S 

1 20 5 

Ma\ 1 

U 4 


12 5 

1 20 5 

2 

H d 

10 7 

12 5 

1 21 0 


n e 

10 ‘ 

12 5 

21 1 

* 1 

n 6 

10 0 

r 6 

' 21 1 

Tun ] 

] 

n 4 

12 5 

1 21 i 

2 1 

1 3 

It 4 

12 S 

1 21 1 

s 1 

12 1 

II 2 

I** 1 


« 

n 9 

10 9 

12 


Jnlv I 

n 9 

10 9 

12 ’ 

21 0 

3 1 

11 9 


12 S 

21 1 


1 

10 8 1 

I" 1 


Aogutt 1 

t 12 0 



21 1 


11 9 

10 7 

12 3 


* 

11 9 

10 S 

.2. 


Geptember 1 

1 

n 4 



20 


11 6 


' 12 5 

20 0 


12 3 




4 1 

1 12 6 

12 $ 

13 1 1 

20 5 

October 1 

13 



21 1 


13 1 





13 0 


13 1 



12 S 

13 1 

13 7 


I'OTember 1 

12 8 



20 5 


12 8 





13 1 





1 13 0 

12 3 

1 14 3 


December i 

12 8 

12 1 

13 7 

20 5 

3 i 

13 0 

12 1 

13 7 

20 o 

Jannsrr 1 

14 8 



20 5 

3 

14 3 

16 0 ' 

1 12 0 

13 7 

1 ‘>0 0 



11 9 

13 7 1 


— — 




1 J 

- — 
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APPENDIX XTI— fonjrf 


(Penoanad ) 


Slontis 

Ywetehoon 

1 

Gi^n Stnng j 


1 

1 Shwetasoke 


R 

1 

Ra j 

Rs 

Rs 

Fetniary 1 


11 6 

13 7 




11 6 

13 7 





13 8 


, 4 


11 8 

14 0 

19 4 

Uaich 1 


12 5 

14 3 




12 5 

U 3 


w 3 

20 

1' 0 

13 7 

19 4 

, 4 



14 3 

1 i9 4 

1 



nlMy pneet of lal btdt toiaeeo potoder •» Me Charotar area of Bombay Oujra 


458 




459 




460 




461 


APPENDIX XLV 

Daily FTices of bidt Jarda (fctnfcr) at Jayatinypur in 193S 
(Pmnaniid ) 


Febreaiy 


, 17 4 3 I 6 9 9 


7 11 
7 ii 
7 li 


Ifarcli 


Maiannm.Mmimiia ^Srasnnom jlGnjjnnn, 


16 U 
16 8 
16 14 


13 15 4 5 14 


15 0 10 I 6 3 11 I 13 15 4 6 *1 n 

UJl 


*1 7 11 5 13 3 7 
» I 7 5 7 14 5 2 


8 0 1 7 5 7 


5 14 0 

6 3 11 
S 14 0 
S 14 0 


16 14 4 
16 14 4 
15 6 10 


757jl4 52 6411 

! ,? » ' J3 3 7 , I 14 “ 

6 15 8 ] 13 3 7 ' 5 8 o 

8 0 9 i 15 0 n 1,1 i 


16 14 4 
la 0 It 

17 10 I 
16 8 6 


7 11 5 13 15 4 7 6 


» I X3 J5 4 , 
7 j 13 3 7 I 
“ 13 3 


9 9 15 0 II 6 la 8 14 s 2 


5 14 0 

6 3 11 
6 3 II 
6 3 11 


9 9 13 3 7 


}3 3 7 6 9 9 


6 9 9 13 3 


6 9 9 


6 9 9 12 13 8 I 6 3 1 


17 10 1 
U 11 1 1 

14 5 2 I 

15 6 10 


7 13 15 

7 13 3 - 

9 I 14 5 2 


6 7 II 12 7 I 


6 3 11 
6 3 II 
6 3 n 


6 3 11 

5 14 0 

6 3 11 
5 14 0 
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APPENDIX XLVI 

Pncet of b(d\ Jardtt (powder) at Jayaungpir 
(rezmaoad ) 


D&tes 

Maxuaum 

'Min'innm 


Rs a p 

Rs S p 

16th Jannuj 1035 

16 11 1 

7 6 7 

24 th J&Dvsiy 1035 

10 1 7 

0 2 11 

Slst Jasnai7 1035 

16 8 C 

7 11 6 

•’ad Pob/uajy 1035 

16 8 6 

e IS 8 

10th Fcbrattr7l033 

18 11 0 

7 11 6 

18th Februarj 1033 

15 0 11 

7 11 6 

26th rebnisfy 1035 

14 1) i 

7 5 7 

28th Febniary 1035 

15 0 10 

6 9 9 

2od hisich 1035 

16 li 4 

C 15 6 

10th Match 1935 

18 11 0 

7 6 7 

18thMarchl935 

13 15 4 

7 6 7 

26th March 1035 

13 8 7 

6 3 II 

31st March 1935 

13 3 7 

6 3 il 

1st April 1035 

12 7 10 

6 14 0 

0th April 193a 

13 1 11 

5 14 0 

18th April 1935 

13 3 7 

e 3 u 

2Cth April 193 j 

11 12 1 

6 3 11 
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APPENDIX XLVl—eonJ 
Prtcu of bidt Jarda {forcdtr) at Jayae\ngj,iir 
(Per HM and) 


Dates 


30th April 1935 ^ 
1st May 1935 
&thlIayl93o 
19th Ma? 1935 
26th Uaf 1935 
30th Mar 1935 
2Sth October 193o 
3rd Norefflber 193o 
10th NoTsmber 193o 
18th NoTcmber 1935 
2oth NoTCiabei 19So 
SOthNoTcmber 193o 
1st December 1 93o 
8th December 193o 
15th December 193o 
24th December 193o 
31«t December 193o 


Hs 
12 7 10 

11 12 1 

12 7 10 
12 1 11 
11 12 1 
12 1 11 

13 15 4 
13 15 4 
18 0 0 
17 10 0 
16 14 4 
IS 0 11 
13 15 4 I 

13 15 4 
15 0 11 

14 5 2 

13 IS 4 


Rs A r 
5 14 0 

5 8 2 
5 2 3 

4 12 5 

5 8 2 

5 14 0 

7 6 7 

7 5 7 

10 4 7 

8 8 10 
6 9 9 

5 14 0 

5 14 0 

6 9 9 
6 3 11 
6 9 9 
6 9 9 


LUCAB 
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appen 

Atifngt whcluaU monthly price* of different 


(Pee 


Tear 

Type of tobacco 

tlannary 

Pebmary 

ItoL 

ApnL 



Ra. a. p 

Ba 1 P 

Be A p 

Bs A- p 

1931 

I Toea.llT rroOT mritn febevini' ant) 






indi tobacco) 




12 3 0 


3 Locally grown ien smoking to- 






bacco (superior) 




11 11 0 

199? 

1 LoeaUf geown sarJa (chemsg and 






6idt tobacco) 

7 5 0 

6 11 0 

6 13 0 

5 It 0 


2 Locall; grown itsi smoking to 






bacco (superior) 

U 5 0 

8 13 0 

7 15 0 

11 7 0 

1933 

1 Locallj grown taria, (chewing and 






iidt tobacco) 

7 U 0 

6 6 0 

6 10 0 

6 U 0 


2 locall; grown iux smoking to 






faaooo(iupcnoi) 

lO 16 0 

n 8 0 

8 3 0 

7 IS 0 

1934 

i locall; grown larda (cbewiog and 






bidi tobacco) 

6 « 0 

8 5 0 

8 1 0 

7 11 0 


2 Loesliy grown dai tmeLiog to 






bacco (snpenot) 

7 6 0 

U 6 0 

10 7 0 

11 12 0 

1936 

1 Local); grown sardd (chewing and 






tidi tobacco) 

10 0 0 

10 6 0 

9 12 0 



2 Locally grown deei smoking to 







U 13 0 

9 0 0 

10 8, 0 














appendix \LViir 

Statement ehowing the ateragt *etlly ynna of locally grotcn {tarda) tobacco »n 
Eyderabad {Dn ) "Kwitd {vsed for b dt and chewtng) 

(1934 3o) 

(Per maimd) 


Date 

I 

QnaP^ 

II 

Qnalt^ 

III 

Qiiabty 

IV 

Quality 

V 

Quahty 


Ra > 


Rs 

* 


!e. 

i 

y ■ 

Ra a 

y 

Bs 

a P 

6th April 1934 



9 

6 

10 

7 

5 

0 

4 8 

6 



13th April 1934 






6 

13 

8 

4 2 

8 



21al Apnl 1934 






6 

12 

4 





27th 4pril 1934 



9 

6 

10 

6 

11 

4 





■4th May 1934 



9 

3 

11 

7 

7 

2 





nth May 1934 


! 




7 

16 

3 





18th May 1934 






7 

1 

4 

4 14 

4 



2Sth May 1934 



9 

11 

2 

7 

7 

0 

4 0 

10 



lat June 1934 



19 

0 

5 

7 

4 

3 

6 12 

0 



8th Jime 1934 



10 

4 

8 

6 

8 

0 





16th June 1934 



9 

14 

11 




6 12 

0 



22nd June 1934 



10 

13 

4 

7 

9 

4 

6 6 

8 



13tiJulyID34 






7 

3 

6 



3 

3 9 

20th July 1934 



10 

2 

5 

7 

4 

6 





27th August 1934 






7 

2 

5 

5 1 

4 



2l8t September 1934 






6 

1 

0 

4 12 

2 



12th October 1934 






' 6 

8 

0 

4 14 

1 

3 

3 S 

19th October 1934 

i 13 3 

e 

9 

8 

3 




5 9 

0 

3 

3 8 

26th October 1934 

12 14 

9 




6 

12 

0 

4 4 

11 









8 

0 

1 

B B 

4 


% Z 

9th Noveraber 1934 






7 

4 

8 





16th NoTember 1934 

13 1 

4 

10 

6 

11 : 

6 

7 

7 





23rd November 1934 

12 1 

9 

10 

14 

11 

7 

6 

7 

5 2 

1 



30th November 1934 

13 1 

2 

10 

S 

3 

7 

6 

0 

4 14 

3 



7th December 1934 

12 9 

8 

9 

7 

4 

7 

9 

0 

i 
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APPENDIX XI.VIII--con,i 

(1934 35) 

(Per maitnd) 


Slst December 1 934 
28tli December 1934 


5th April 1933 
12th Ap il !93o 
19th AprU 103o 
26th ipriJ193o 


I II ni TV TT 

Qtiihty Quality Quality Qu^ty Quihty 

I 


12 5 6 10 4 10 7 10 0 

13 90 93 - 6 15 2 

12 11 7 10 6 2 6 8 7 5 12 11 

9 13 11 7 5 4 

10 2 7 7 3 7 5 1 3 

10 0 10 8 2 8 

^4 79 10 24 780 4 14 3 

0«9 7 12 8 467 

12 4 10 I 11 9 6 9 6 9 

13 0 0 11 0 5 8 10 8 6 12 * 

I 14 n 6 10 13 4 7 IS 0 5 12 5 

10 41765568 
' 10 48 7 10 4 568 

13 I** 6 10 " - 7 12 3 5 12 5 


I 13 6 10 I 9 15 1 8 1 
, I 10 I •» 7 2 


I 15 13 5 I 10 10 6 7 15 2 

I 13 sal 10 3» 844 
|13 3"10 08 895 
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APPENDIX XLVm— «neM. 

Stafemtnt shounngthe avfTogevteUtf prvea of hcoily grown {zarda) fobaeco in 
nydcTahad (Dn)maTltH'aud forbid* and ikeunng) 


(1934-35) 

(PermaaDd) 


Date 

I 

Quality 

II 

Qoabty 

III 

Quality 

IV 

Quabty 

V 

Qnalitv 


Rs a r 

Rs a 

r 

Rs a 


Rs a P ' 

Rs A P 

14th June 1935 


1 10 9 

4 

7 15 

5 



21st June 1935 

n 15 10 

10 5 

4 

7 11 

11 

5 0 8 


•’8th June 1935 

12 2 6 

9 15 

2 

7 13 

S 



5th July 1035 

14 4 0 

9 !•» 

7 

7 7 

9 



12th JuIt 1935 

12 2 9 

9 IS 

4 ' 

7 11 

0 , 



19th July lQ3o 


10 6 

<> 1 

7 13 

5 



zeth July 1935 


9 13 

1 

7 13 

5 1 



2nd August 1935 

12 6 9 

9 5 

4 

7 7 

0 


3 9 2 

9th August 1 935 


« 4 

9 

7 12 

3 

S 5 10 


16th August 1935 


9 11 

8 

7 6 

3 

4 4 8 

3 0 1 

23rd August 1935 

12 2 6 

9 4 

9 

6 15 

6 



30th August 1935 


11 1 

4 

7 12 

0 

6 0 1 


6th Septcniher 1935 


9 13 

2 

7 9 

6 . 



10th September 1935 


9 11 

7 

7 11 

0 

6 12 1 


20th September 1935 

15 0 3 

9 14 

5 

7 0 

0 



4th October 1935 

12 8 4 

9 14 

2 

6 0 

9 

4 13 2 



I 
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APPENDIX XLIX 


(Per maund) 


Slonths 

1928 

l‘*29 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1034 

I93o 


Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Rs 

Jannary 

33 

2> 

18 

17 

17 

17 

12 


February 

36 

20 

17 

17 

17 

17 

10 


llarch 

30 

19 

16 

16 

16 

16 

10 


AprO 

20 

18 

16 

16 

15 

15 

8 


May 

22 

16 

15 

15 

12 

12 

8 


June 

24 

16 

1» 

15 

10 

10 

7 

6 

July 

23 

16 

15 

15 

10 

0 

7 

0 

August 

30 

16 

16 

16 

11 

9 

7 

5 

September 

34 

16 

16 

16 

12 

11 

9 

6 

October 

35 

20 

n 

16 

14 

11 

9 

6 

liOTember 

39 

20 

17 

27 

15 

13 

10 

6 

December 

40 

21 

16 

17 

15 

14 

” 

6 



wholesala prices ofJaXiand tIotdKtntcibaeeQ{atefOgegualilp)t» Cooeh flchar Stale 
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iHt fortnight 


471 



JinI fortnight 
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Annua harvut pncet of 


Year 


1912 13 

1913 14 

1914 IS 

1915 16 

1916 17 

1917 18 
1916 19 

1919 20 

1920 21 

1921 22 

1922 23 

1923 24 

1924 25 

1925 26 

1926 27 

1927 28 


1930 31 

1931 32 

1932 33 

1933 34 

1934 35 
1 )33 36 
1936 37 


APPENDIX LI 


0 vn Oie (Kree importani tobacco producing dutncts 
of North Btkar 
(Per maand) 



Muzaffarpar 

Darbhanga 

p™. 


Rs A P 

Ra A F 

Rs A r 


18 13 0 

10 0 0 

9 0 0 


17 8 0 

7 3 0 

8 0 0 


21 4 0 

8 5 0 

6 0 0 


20 0 0 

8 0 0 

6 0 0 


15 0 0 

9 3 0 

6 6 0 


18 0 0 

10 10 0 

6 8 0 


23 12 0 

13 8 0 

6 8 0 


27 9 0 

11 6 0 

8 0 0 


26 4 0 

14 8 0 

6 0 0 


40 0 0 

U 0 0 

8 0 0 


40 0 0 

11 13 0 

12 0 0 


20 0 0 

15 6 0 

10 0 0 


23 5 0 

15 11 0 

: 16 0 0 


20 0 0 

11 11 0 

8 0 0 


17 6 0 

12 4 0 

8 8 0 


18 11 0 

12 7 0 

9 0 0 


17 6 0 

12 8 0 

14 0 0 


15 10 0 

19 5 0 

13 0 0 


12 0 0 

13 13 0 

5 0 0 


13 11 0 

9 4 0 

9 8 0 


17 5 0 

8 6 0 

5 12 0 


10 11 0 

9 13 0 

4 8 0 


14 6 0 

7 15 0 

3 12 0 


13 11 0 

9 11 0 

3 0 0 


10 8 0 

13 11 0 

4 12 0 
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APPENDIX Ln 

Average tncnlMy kIu^aviU prw* at Catcnpore of Famlluil>(id\ EampSUi tcbbaco 
(Per mannd) 


Months 

1931 

1932 

1933. 

IMA 



1935. 

1936. 

1937 


Ha A. 


Pd a 


Rs a 


Re a 

P 

Rs 

a. r 

Rg a. 


Rs. a. r 

Janiuij 

8 i 


8 10 


8 4 

0 

8 4 

0 



9 1 


9 7 9 

TebrnaTy 

8 10 


9 11 


8 10 

7 

9 1 

2 

11 

2 2 

9 7 


9 7 0 

March 

8 10 


9 )1 




9 7 

9 



9 7 

9 

9 7 9 

April 

9 7 


9 7 

9 

9 1 

2 

8 9 

7 

8 

4 0 

8 10 

7 

7 13 4 

May 

10 It 


8 4 


9 7 

• 



10 

4 11 

8 4 

0 


Jone 

11 2 


8 4 


10 4 11 



10 

4 11 

8 10 

7 


July 

11 2 


7 6 






9 

1 2 

7 18 

4 

.. 

Aognat 

11 3 


8 4 


7 e 

9 



9 

1 2 

9 1 

2 

•• 

Septeaber 

9 U 


8 4 






9 

1 2 

9 7 

9 


Ootober 

9 7 


8 10 


8 4 

0 

9 • 


9 

7 9 

9 1 

2 


■NoTeaber 

9 1 


8 to 


8 10 

7 

9 14 

4 

9 

7 9 

8 10 



December 

10 11 


8 10 


8 10 


10 4 

11 

9 

4 7 

* ' 

> 




Mkl;/ wholefale jmca [at Cawnpon) of Poortn (» < Dtti) tobacco imported from Bachhor 
(r^jnaimd). 
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^ ^ m 

« f ^ 

a a a 

1 

t M oe t. 

® a 3 

a a a 

a 

K S " * 

- ® “ 

a a a 


».«<•« 

« <. I. 

a a a 

1 

* s 2 a 

o a s> 

a a a 

1 

MS”* 

t- o o 

a a ^ 

s 

^ ^ « 

o « ^ 

a a a 

1 

£ = 2 “ 

I “ : 

2 2 Z 

1 

S 

^ - o. 

® O 3 

1 : ^ 


n, ♦> M M 

oca 


1 


® a « 

a a a 

■«: 

£ = = • 


a a a 



a a • 

* a a a 


< « ® - 

« a a 

a a a 

■* 


r- c a 

a a » 


e. e» » 


a a « 

S 

- M « 2; 

a a 2 

a a M 


« r = «* 

r- c a 

a a a 


*•= = •*■ 

o a 

a a a 

i 

s 2 : ; 

* a a 



«. M w a> 

« a a 

a a a 

I 

■• - “ ® 

3 S a 

a a a 


S = ® r. 

a a a 

a a a 


a. t* ^ a> 

a a a 

a a 

1 

< ® 3 « 


«, « 3 


g ® » o 

2 2^ 

a a « 

t 

6, » » C- 

a a a 

a a « 

1 

•< « ® 0> 

a 2 

a o a 

1 

e2 ® 

? 2 * 

- - “ _ 

£> 

u O, m ^ 

a 2 o 



■< a e M 

a •«■ -» 

a © a 


£ c- f o 

3 2* 

a a a 


1 1 ! 

lit 

M 0“ il 

III 

ll P ^ 

1 





« 

« 

m 


— 

2 

s 
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476 



477 
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APPEXPIX 
A rerage monthly ichoUeale pnces of 
(Per 















■oQt monMy wfcoUwiU pneta cj Omnnff lotweeM al PalffJuU market 
{PertaanDd ) 


480 



48] 
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fJJAPPBNDIX I VIII 

ngtmonthljpn 1 *ndilnbneeo{u»tiSor»» 3 * <I fla*l M»«) at IJnivi id rtn Mytort 9tale 



He| tfrni . 



Attrofe marhl eia^s per Xs lOO m>rii tf 
(For aaJea in Tillagea ) 
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APPENDIX JJX—tanid 
( eharfftg per Jts 100 wctih of raw iohaeeo 
(For saloe id vUlagoa ) 


485 




Average market eiaiyea per Re 109 earth of 
{For Mlea m markots ) 


486 




eharge* per R§ 100 wrth of raw (of i 
(1 or Bftlos in marl ota ) 


487 


I 

s 
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APPENDIX. 

f3iyi%eal and ehenxcal characieruiKt of cared 


Tjpe 


Text me 

Sir 

1 


Lergth. 

Breadth. 



' — A r^aetiffl 





I Cigarette — 





L Viigitu»flne-«aied — 





(a) Gnntnr 

Bright IcDOo to reddisl 

b Fioesilkyand foil 

12 'to IS* 

6*10 9* 


b*o*a 

and over 

and over 

(4) Uyaor* 

Bright leiDon to green 

Pinesilkyto thin 

10*10 18* 

4* to 12* 



and papery 

and orei 


( ] Saharanpor 

Bright ieicoii to reddul 

1 Fineailkyaod fnll 

12*10 18* 

6* to 12* 


brown 

to thin 

and over 

and over 

8aUn 

Yellow to light brown 

Medium to thick bit 

9*10 15* 

6* to 10* 

S gantry »on-«i(r»d— 
Gutiu 

Light to dark brown 

fine 

Medium and pliable 

10*10 18* 

8'to9* 

IL-Ogar- 


ahd over 


(a) iladiM 

Light <0 dark brown 

Tbintonedins and 

18*10 24* 

4* to 9* 

(4) BcDgal 

Erowaiab yeUow to 
^mib and dark 


10* to 22* 

6*10 9* 

^hetoov— 

brown. 




(si Btsgid 

Bfowauh yellow mih 
dark apou and pat* 
ebet greenish and 
dark brown 

Medium 

JO* to 22* 

5* to 12* 

(4) Uadru 

{«) Banna 

Dark brown to almost 
biaek 

Green lab brown todatfc 

Tbintomsdiom 

Tliin to median) and 

12*to3Cl* 1 
15*10 30* 

rtol 2 * 

6*tol2* 



pliaUe 



(aj Go7erati 

Greemeh to yellowub 
brown lo cDloar with 

Thick bat not ooarse 

12* to 15* 

5*to9* 


e^eterialic brown 




(4) Nipan. 

Golden mOow to omoge 
aodljght browneome- 

Thick but not coane 

12* to IS* 

6*10 9* 


times with cbaroc 




(0 Mysore 

tenatiea brown apofa 




Yellowish brown 

Medium 

Above 15* 

3' to 6* 

V&n-ffooUS chew 
“>g «ad snufl 

Light to dark brown 

Medium to thick and 

10* to 24* 

3* to 12* 



aligbUyooarte 

and over 


AitWieo 





wlSir"-- 

Greenish brown 

Thick, coane and 1 

10* to 16' 

6*1012* 

'* 


wrinkled 



Greenish brown 

Uediom to thick and 

6* to 12* 

3* to 6* 



coane 


lud over 

«*PMii Patidharpan 

Light to dark brown 

Click and slightly < 

Over 12* 

6*to9' 
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APPEKDIX LXII 


AgncuUural Produce {GradMg and Marking) (rofeocco) Rulet 

1 Short title and appltcaUon — (1) These rules may be called the 
Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) (Tobacco) Rules, 1938 

(2) They shall apply to tobacco grown in India 

2 Grade designations — Grade designations to indicate the' quality of 
unmanufactured tobacco {Ntcotiana Tahaeum) grown in India are set out 
la eoluBsa 1 af Schedules I to IIT 

3 Befimtion of gvabtg~(l) The general charactenetics of quality 
indicated by such grade designations shall be as follows — 

All the tobacco shall consist of clean and properly cured leaf free 
from eitess moisture, stems and other extraneous matter 
The tobacco way consist of leaf or strips (S) but rot of mixtures 
thereof, and may be reconditioned (mechanically re dried) (R) 
or not 

•In the ease of ‘ Strips ” the lower part of the midnb shall be removed 
to the extent of at least 50 per cent of the leaf 

(2) The special quality indicated by such grade designations is set out, 
against such designations in columns 2 to 4 of Schedule I, in respect of flue- 
cured Virginia of Schedule 11 in lespect of bun cured Virginia and of 
Schedule III in respect of Sun cured “ Natu ’ (Country) 

4 Grade designation mark — The grade designation mark shall consist of 
the word ‘ AG'IARK together with the following particulars — 

f») Reconditioned The letter ‘ R 

(4) Strips The letter S 

(e) Flufl cured The letter F 

(d) Variety of tobacco ^ The letter V ' jn the case 

of Virgmia and the 
letter N m the case 
of Aohi (Country) 

<«) Grade desi'^tiation 4n Arabic latter 

5 Method* of marking — The grade designation mark together with the 
following particulars, so far as appl cable shall be clearlv indicated on eac i 
pTckiire hi mean® of a stencil having letters at least 2 inches high — 

(«) The nam- of the dutnot To be indicate I by tbe 

name of the district Or 
the allotted abbrena 

(6) Year of harvestin'’ The last two figures of 

the year 

Q Example a f marking- — The marks ‘ AGMARK G 38 R S T V 1 ’ 
on a package shall represent Guntur District 1938 harvest Reconditioned, 


*The absence of any or all of the letters *‘R’ “S' and ‘ P ” would mean respeo 
tively that the 1-af is not rsconlitionei (me haaeally redriei) that th leaf is not 
atrippe'i and that the leaf is enu oared 



r'T n' “““ lie R.«k, 

AGilARK G 3S A 3 ’ represent Gnntor District 193S Katoo t c i 

“ Nata •' (Coaatry) , Grade 3 tobaceo ' eored 

7 Special marl , „5 rate^Ia jeais tlen Here are ran,, at the bare o£ 
harrest smaU brorra epah appear on the leares after rt is cared T„ ™C 
year=, provided the area of sneh ^ofs does not eTceed 0 S tipi- pp t- 

case of Fnst Grade 1 per cent m tte case of S.crad Grad, i j T.Z ° 
the case of Third Grade, 2 per cent m the ease of Foaith Gra\1 S 2?n“ 
eeat m the ea e of FJth Grade sl.ghfly spotted leafteay hfpaSed ani" 
the grade designations bnt ^hall bear a special mark (PP) foUomnT tiT j 
designation mark ' ^ louowing the grade 

8 Method 0 / paelivff~(l) Graded tobneeo shall be packed m ivondpn 
hogsheads or ivooden races or in bales secnrely wrapped m gimny doth ^ 

„ covenng shaU contain only tobacco of one n-ade desiPnAt,r,„ 

all of which 'hall have been harvested id the year specified ^nation. 


SCHEZIULC I 

Grade deiiynofions and definition of qucHtty of unmanufactured Flue-curoA 
Fifywta* tobacco grovn in Jndio 


Grade 
dea gna 
tioas 

Special cbaractenMirs 

Colourt 

TertBre+ 

Blem)«hJ 

1 


3 

4 

1 

Bright Lemon 

I Fine 

1 

Slight greenuh tings at veL*, f „9 
from gpoDginess 



1 Good to M Iram ^ 
1 

1 

1 

SmaDlghtgreen latcVesandgreenifh 

tu^ at veins with very light 
and oecasion 1 soonev spots 
at tips and edges of leif not 
exceeding 7 3‘’nd of the total 

3 

Dull Lemon 
(Bnzbtc) 

Med am j 

Small 1 ght green patches ai.d gree 
m h ticge at veins li^hf sporty 
spots the area of which eh U not 
exceed I 16ths of he total 

4 

Yellow with 
greet J-h tiii<T" 
f^ini Br'shtcl 

1 

Vied urn 

1 

^tcaP li^ht green patches and gr^e 
m h t nyp at ve rs Ii^ht sp^r^T 
spr-t the area of which shall 
rot eT"eed 4 ICths of the total 

5 

Do!’ veUoTt with 
srrecnj h tin^e 
(ColooTT) 

roarceaudflun 
fnot papery) or | 

Tretnish and Ight brown patchss 
extending to not more than 

5 3’nd 500 <’ine»s and scalding 
rot '-rc'yd og S ICths of the 
total ofca 
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Scheducb n 


Grade designations and defimtton of quahty of unmanufactured Sun-cured 
rirjinia* iohttceo proicn tn India. 


G’ade 


Special chscactenstica 

de«igna 

Golourt 

^ Terturet 

Blemish^ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

Bright 

Good 

Vil 

? 

Light Bfomi 

Medium 

1/16 

^ 1 

Dark Brown | 

Med um | 

2/16 


SCHEDOLE rn 

Grade designations and defimtton of quality of unmanufactured Sun-cured 
A'ofu (Country)^ tobacco grotcn m India 


Grade 


Special chamtenatjca 

deatgua 




tlOM 

; Coloiirt 

Testuiet 

Blemuhj 

1 

2 

1 t 

4 

1 

Bright 

Goodtextnre 
and body 


2 

Light Brown | 

Medium texture 
and bodv 

2/16 

3 

Light Dark 

Medium texture 
and body 

2/16 

4 

Heavy Brown ^ 

Heavy bodv 

2/16 

5 

Heavy Dark 

Heavy body 

2/16 


•Vupuiia taW-ct) stall cijoaul of tte «• Harriaon Special, 

Cash \dcock and hvbrid« of these TarietieB having similar charactenatics 

+To »llow for accidLntal errors in grading a tolerance of l/16th for colour and tej 
ture in respect of ieaTes corresponding to the epeci&catiods in the next lowest grade 
will be allowed except m Grade 1 

JBleBiish shall include green patches, brown spots and patches, damage due to 
pests and diseases, bn.akago in handlings apmigmess, scalding, black spots or other 
damage The figures of proportion giTcn m colnnui 4 refer to the total area of leaf 
affect^ ID any sample 

JVola {Country) tobacco may inclode any of the icdigeuens Tarieties of 
wita Tabacum but all the leaves in any sample or container shall have similar vanetal 
characteristics 
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APPENDIX LXm 








(In lb) 





Tobacco 

Tear 

Bengal 

j 

Bomba V 

SuuL 


Total 

Burma. 

Mannfactared and 
TTnznaniifictorcd 

1938-29 

19‘>9-30 

8 5110 

1027^1 

17 785 

61520 

17 134 

4 285 

467 393 

323 810 

1377 442 

1486 846 

170 583 

119 532 


1930-31 

773 448 

4,924 

53,543 

A400 351 

7 23A266 

110 881 


1931-3'’ 

904,401 

9988 

6650 

489 788 

1410827 

3 356 


1932-33 

315 436 

49 757 

32,008 

599 985 

997 178 

7 535 


1933-34 

117,238 

39 308 

19645 

628,529 

604,720 

6 612 


1934-33 

615 163 

26 088 

9138 

6434n 

1,293 664 

4.742 


1930-36 

330 332 

1656 

106o3 

659 893 

1.002,734 

22.700 


193547 

43 8,475 

I 123 

1690 

eSAOSS 

1,159321 

7 989 
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AP^E^DIX 

Tr dt (mt/ aid T ter i^orne) ■ t vimt ufactured lobatto betVKtn 
Averaee for the years 1934 35 
(Thousand 


Imports 



Bengal 

Bombay 

Madras 



EiporM from 

og 

CalcutU 

pork] 

Ca cotta 

Bombay 

Bo^iay 

port) 

Bomba] 

(ezclud 

Madras 

port) 

Madras 

Blbar 

and 

Dnited 

Pro 

Bengal (ez CalentU 
port) 


203 1 



0 5 


69 0 

6 

Calcutta pert 

SS 6 




0 4 

0 1 

36 4 

28 3 

Bombay (ez Bombay 
port) 

1 9 

8 1 


129 2 

2 7 

3 2 

2 1 

18 3 

Bombay port 



1 1 





1 

Uadiaa (u Madras 

1 0 

80 8 

44 4 

0 3 


430 2 

64 9 

9 4 

Madras porta 



0 1 


20 0 




Bihar and Onssa 

2a3 0 

140 0 

0 9 


0 9 



386 0 

U P 

0 8 

1 i 

8 3 

0 1 



6 1 


Pni>)sb 


0 6 

0 1 





27 7 

0 P A Berat 

0 3 

0 2 

0 3 


0 1 


0 3 

6 1 

Assam 

11 9 

0 e 





0 1 


Sisd and Be Balncb s 
tan (ez Eaiachl) 



0 1 





0 1 

Karacb 









hi. am sDomui oni 



0 9 

0 1 

1 4 

03 



Mysore 



2 0 


39 6 

19 6 


0 3 

Kaekm r 









Ea pntana 


0 1 

0 2 





1 7 

Centra Ind a 


0 1 

0 1 





1 3 

Total 

301 6 

435 0 

98 S 

US 7 

65 6 

463 4 

157 9 

477 9 I 



pTOTxncts, Indiai 

to 1936 37 
maondB), 

\India 








Smd. 


1 


i Pd] 




CL F Awam. 









&od 

and 1 

Somi 


mir i 

Ipatana. 

Indi^ 

Total. 




-AITElJDix ITT 
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APPENDIX LXVI 

A few representative instances showing Qw. prte- spread of different types of rate tobacco 
(P^sUsdud niKiitd). 
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iclccis «I(3xit« perccntaga of i 



000 


QLOSSARl OF \^KNACULAR TERMS 
A 


Adaii/a 

Ah 

Av-aOuilayi 

Angai 

Apia 

Arhattya* 

Alk% 


Bataan 

Bandhan 

Bantya 

Bardana 

BtT 

Bharan 

ShoUar EKoia 

Ehuho 

B\dt 


OUtiy 

Chhatanh 

Chhoot 

Chilan 

Chtntalu 

Chungt 

Chura 

CKutiaa 

Dalai 

Dalalt 

Danedar 

Dhalia 

Dharalas 

Dharai 

Dhan 


Dharma 

Dhnramadaya 

Dltarmao 


Commission agent 
^tilV ^-eed — Calalropta 
An orphanage 
Tobacco powder 

A tree tbe leares of which are u«ed as wrappers fo' 
itdw 

Comsuasion agents 

A unit of weight in the wholesale trade of tobacco 
at Sangb and Jayasingpnr equiralent to 224 Ib 

B 

A market charge in kind levied in Bengal 
A bundle 

A Tillage merchant who is generally the Tillage 
financier as well. 

A dedoction on acconnt of weight of bags or tare 

Long 

A kind of phim 

A ooit of weight in the wholesale trade of tobacco m 
hfadras vaiying from 500 to 520 lb 
Packages 

Coamely crushed 5t<ft tobacco leares 
An indigenoos cigarette made by wrapping powdered 
tobacco leaf of a tree (Dtoapyrua) See page 328 
C 

A moneylender 

1/18 of a seer 

An allowance in weight 

A country clay pipe cap or bowl used for smoking 
raw or manofactored haol-ah tobacco 
Weighing charge 
Gratuity 
Powder 

A large sized 5tdi 

D 

Broker 

Brokerage 

Fmely granulated chewing tobacco 
An allowance for shrinkage m weight 
A lower grower m Charvtar area 
A oayment made to the commission agent at a flat 
rate m ^ W F P 

Literally five seers Bat the weight ranes from 
mie area to another 
A market cha^ on acconnt of chanty 
A market charge on acconnt of chanty 
A market charge on acconnt of chanty 
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Bharniau 

Dhas 

Dinah 

Double 

Dudhkhowa 

Fa) mas 
Fernamani 

Gan] 

Ganlfi 

Ghatia 

Goh 
Go ids 

Gonshala or Goasliah 

Hat 
Hatpan 
Hat tola 

Hartjans 

Hookah 

Hu]ra 

Hundekart 

Jarda or Zarda 
Jowar 

Judi or Juih 

Kackcha 


Kadbi 

Kah 

Eamih 

Rarvxi 

Katha 

Khabbars 

Khambira or Khamira 


A market diarga oa account of charity 
Tobacco powder or dust 

A Hmdu festival when illuminations take place on a 
large ecale occumng in October November 
Tobacco leaf flakes used for making bidts 
Present 

P 

Toba CO ear flakes used for making 
A charge for turning over tobaco bags in the store 

G 

\ heap (It also means a market) 

Bundle 

Literally inferior — an infenor quality of hookah 
tobacco 

A pill or tablet 
Bales 

An institution providing shelter for cows 

H 

A weekly market 

Bit tobacco leaves spread and bundled 
An extra quantity of tobacco given to the buyer 
before be takes delivery of the eto^ 

Depressed classes 

Smoking pipe— smoke being drawn through water in 
vase to which a long flexible tubs and a bowl ate 
attached 
Meeting place 

A forwarding and clearing agent 

f 

Powdered chewing tobacco 
A miUet— Auiropojnn Sorghum 
Bundle 

E 

Literally raw and unfinished The word has 
a wide range of meanings, e ^ , a kackcha road 
13 an unmetalled road , kackcha as applied to work 
would imply abpshod or inefficient , kackcha 
arhalija is a trader of small means dealing in 
agncultural produce before it is bagged or mads 
ready for final sals 
Jowat straw 
Blaii 
Black 
A blanket 

Literally of bitter taste — a strong and pungent 
quality of hookah tobacco 
1/22 aero 

A rope of twisted tobacco plants. 

A tobacco product. 
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Khanur 

£«nitn 


IxiVh 

Lai 

Lena miUi 


lot. fermented stuff A tobacco product 

Arecanut palm 

Small 


L 

A market allovance 
Ecd 

Salty sod containing laige quantity of saltpetre 


2Tahajan 

VaJtars 

ITam/y^i or ’faraal 

Hanlon 

2Iap 

J/ar/at 

Jlar/atui 

Zlattavm 

2I?>M 

Jltt\a 
jIu l/*at 


Jft nsAi 


'oney lender or banker 

\n imiioTtant section of Ha'ijan commnnitv in the 
Boinl IV Pfesidcac> 

Literallv customary — a fixed ehirg' 

A present 

3 etandard mannda make one Bombay Hap 
Forwarding agent s charges 
A forwarding agent 
^tedlam 

Improvised bags made of coar«e woolen blanket* 
A head cooue 

Literallv sweet — a mi<d quality of hoolvh tobacco 
Licerallr penod A deduction made by the arhalija 
to cover the loss of interest on monev tthicb be 
pays in advance to uis seller client 
Clerk 


Neman 


Paghalt 

Pailars 

Pal hi 

PaUa-i 

Pandal 

Pantcala 

Pathan 

PalhshdU or Palifu^ 

Pallt 

Pattmrt 

Pendts or Pindis 

Pftiras 

Phma 

Pt2t 

PtnjrapdU 


A market charge levied m the Charotar area 

P 

Literally a gift — a market charge levied in the 
Charotar area 
Hawk»s 

Sobdly built Literallv — final real or mature 
Bales 

A c.wa'5 shied 

A Kte] leaf and betel not seller 
An Afghan a sect of Mohammedans 
A school 

Literally leaf — coarsely powdered chewing tobacco 
A petty rerwiiie official in the nlJige 
Bundles 

Strong bamboo crates. 

A hawker 
Yellow 

An institution providing shelter for cattle 
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PolM 


Patty 


Qxwam 


RavadattrxbU 

Reh 

Russa at Raaaa 
Ruasoom 


Soda 

Sahuiar 

SAroff 

Sub dakil 
Surfi 


Talati 

Taluq 

Taptdar 

Tart jhan 

Thadronjt 

Tkarahi Mandtei 

Thvlam 

Tnblt 


Votai 

Visa (Burma) 
Ttss'(*ifLairaSj 


Zarda Jarda 


A na ( oT we^it u the wholesale trade of tobacco m 
Madras TUTUig from 250 to 5001b Italsomeaus 
a pack^e 

A umt of weight m the wholesale trade of tobacco lo 
Vizagapatam equtralent to 450 lb 

Q 

Literally essence— chewing tobacco made in the form 
of a paste 

R 

Tobacco leaf flakes smaller tn size than those use! for 
making bidts 

Alk aline earth 

Hopes 

Cemtm^Qt expenaes 


Lit^ally simple— on inferior quality of hookah 
toWco 

A money lender 

A Tillage merchant who is generally the Tillage 
financier as well 
An agent of a broker 
Powdered chewing tobacco 

T 

A petty rcTenue official in the Tillage 
A sub diTi<ion in a district 
A petty rerenue official in the village 
An aHowance to btchtha arhatiya 
A market charge on accoont of charity 
Wholesale markets 

A unit of weight in the wholesale trade of tobacco in 
Fenakulam (Madras) equ valent to 2SJ lb 
See Po;ad 


V 

Discount for malring cash payment 
3 6 lb make one Burma otss 

k unit <fl wei^tit m tne retail trale in "i-iohaTan aa’i 
Vizagapatam of Madras equivalent to 3 lb 

Z 

Powdered shewing tobacco 


LIICAE— 1,400-< 3 39— GIPS 



